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GENERAL HISTORY 

Of 

S C O T L A N D. 

DAVID THE SECOND. 

• - ^ • 

THE etfl of March bad hctn obliged ta a.d. X337t 
repair, ae his awn diarge, his caftle of ue'^e Vf 
DBfibaff, foon after Che l>attlc of Hali- ^^ 
don; and having t^kcn on oadi of fealty to Ed- 
waord, the gorernment of it was committed to 
ymfelf. Either not thinldng himfefif fufficiently 
cottfidered, or re{>efitd»g of his compfianco^ he 
had joined the r^yalifts, and had been very in^ 
firumental in thek^cc^fes under the gauSan. 
Upon leaving his caftle, he committed it to the 
cullody of his wife, who is known in hiftory by 
the name of Black Agnes of Dunbar, and (if 
i miftake not) daughter to Randolph, the brave 
earl of Murray, and confequently grand-niece 
to the great; Bruce, This lady inherited all 
Vol, III Ba the 
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A.D.X337. the courage and patriotifm of her high lineage. 
The ganifon under hts had infefted the roads 
between Berwic and Edinburgh, and in a man* 
ner rendered them in^paflable by .the Engliih ; 
fo that Edward gave orders to the beft generals 
he hadf to block the place up by fea and land. 
The lord Henry Plantagenet, the earls of Salif- 
bury, Angus, Arundel,, with the lords Nevil, 
Fiercy, Stafford, and other noblemen, were 
rtnployed in this fervice, to which twenty thou- 
fand of the beft troops in England, and a ftrong 
fleet of Genpefe gallies, were allotted. The, 
fiege, according to the beft Englifli hiftorians, 
was for nineteen weeks carried on with incon- 
ceivable fury ; but the place was defended with 
equal intrepidity by the gallant countefe, who 
ieems to have, animated hep garrifon with her. 
wit and humour, as well as her exainple and 
courage *. AH, however, muft have been in- 
effeflual, had it notbeen-for a fpirited efibrt 
made by Sir Alexander Ramfay, who with, a- 
few chdfen foldiers*eicaped through the Engliih; 
fleet, and threw a reinforcement of men andi 
provifions into the place. Scotch authors are 
fond of intimating, that this feafonable fupply, 

• She would fometimes Hand on the walls, and with a white 
handkerchief wipe the places where ftones thrown from their 
engines had fallen j and once, as the Englifli pioneers advinoed 
under |he covert of a certain machine, called a Sow, ihe faid 
merrily, « That unlefs they looked well to their fow, (he would 
.fi>on make her caft her pigs.*" She was |» good as her word» 
fcr fooA after the engine waa dcftroycd, 

and' 
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and a lucky fally 'made by the garriibi^ obliged a*^- '337« 
the Englilh to raife the fiege. I am far from which u 
being of that opinion, though I think that it '^^'^'^" 
laved the caftle. The greatcft generals, the ' 

braveft troops, and the ableft feamen in Eu-- 
rope^ were employed in the iiege, and would- 
not havie abandoned it upon the arrival of forty) 
men, which was all the reinforcement brought 
by Ramfay to the garrifon. I( is therefore rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, tiiat the coimtefs was con- 
firmed in her heroic refolution to hold out the. 
place fome days longer^ till ihe ihould fee how 
the news brought by Ramfay of the ftate of 
BalioPs affairs, would operate upon the Engliih- 
Her expeAations were anfwered, and the fiege, 
in a few days, was raifed, that the army might: 
advance northwards to the ai&ftance of Baliol 
and their countrymen. With this view, two 
large detachments were ient olBF, while the refi: 
of the army was to return to England; the 
one under the command of the lord William. 
Talbot; the other under the:lord^chard Mon*; 
tague ; but they were defeated by the royalifts, t„dth« 
and Talbot was made prifoner. The Scotch Je"SSd. 
hiftorians have been fp ungrateful as not to: 
.give u« the particulars of this defeat, and feem. 
to have confounded fome circumftances at-, 
tending it with what had happened fome time 
before; and indeed the like confufion is ob-' 
fcrvable in the Englifli hiftorians, for Mr. Barnes 
has antedated this fiege. That thofe two de- 
tachments 
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A.D. ijjs. tachmcnts were defeated by the Scots^ at this 
time^ feemsy however, to hare been certain j 
for it is acknowledged, that ibon after, the caf- 
ties of Edinburgh, Stirling, Perth, and Cowper, 
were all the places of force which Baliol or £d* 
ward then held ia Scotland Such are the pnly 
tolerations of war in that country, daring the 
year 1 337^ that I have been able to difcover* 
A trace* Edward began now to be more flexible with 
regard to David and his friiends. He ihewed 
himfelf willing to Uften to a tx:eaty, in which 
David ihould be conifidered as a principal ; and 
a truce was in the mean time concluded be^ 
tween his pknipotentiaries and the Scotch 
commiffioners. Sir Alexander Seton.and lasir 
rence Prefton, which was to continue from 
February to Midfummer following. Edward, 
after this, prepared for his French expedition, 
but left the earls of Arundel and Angus lus ge* 
nerals in Scotland, with plenipotentiary powers 
in all civil affairs* About this time, the royal 
intcreft in Scotland received a heavy Wow by 
the death of the ^ardian. Sir Andrew Murray, 
who had with equal integrity and fuccefsre- 
ftored, in fame meafure, the independency of 
his country, after it was thought to have been 
irrctrie%^aUy ruined.- 

Attempt * ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ t^^ conduft of thc 

^Mcof high-fteward, now fole regent, for the laft two 

kurzh years preceding his coadjutor's death, wliich 

creates fbme fufpicion that he was difcontented ; 

but 
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but lie no ibcaer entered upon the (ble exer- A.o.isy. 
dfe d£ his fower^ than he Jhewed himfelf wor- 
thy of it The Scots, upon 0ie expiration of 
the truce> carried fire and fvord into the Eng,- 
lilh borders ; and, notwithfUnding the inacci^ 
racy of their hiJftorianSy many gallant a&ion^ 
were performed. We are told they had, b^ 
fore this, endeavoured to furprife the caftles 
of Stirling and Edinburgh, but that they mif- 
carried in both attempts j which I. fufpeft to 
have baen antedated, but the miftaj^e h of 
little confequence* It is certain, that Thomas 
i^awton, who aded as the Engliih provoft- 
marihal in Edinburgh, had been killed by one 
Prendcrgaft, another Englilhman, whom he 
had baftinadoed. The latter fled to the lord 
William Douglas, to whom he difcovered in 
how looie and unguarded a manner the Engliih 
lay in Edinburgh, and that it was very prafti- 
cable to furpnfe the cafUe itfelf. Douglas made 
the attempt accordingly, with a chofen band 
ef men, in the night-time^ and put about four 
hundred Eriglifh to the fword ; but the garrifon 
being alarmed, he retired without making any 
Attempt upon the caftle. 

It is remarkable that the king of France had succeft^f 
rejcacd the truce which the Scotch royalifts '^^'****- 
had accepted, though they unqueftionably^i 
at this time, were daily receiving fuppHes of 
money and arms, atid (if we believe the Eng- 
liih authors) of troops likewife from France, 

or 
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A.ai3sS. or her allies. If the Scots really received any 
troops from Philip, it is furprifing that no men- 
tion is made of their officers, either in the Scotch 
or Englifh hiftories*of the time, efpedally after 
the fteward had opened the campaign againft 
the Engliih in Teviotdale, which the lord Wil- 
liam Douglas reduced to David's obedience, 
and received a new grant of it for himfelf and 
his heirs. Sir Thomas Berkley was the Englifh 
general in thofe parts, and had the good fortune 
to furprife Douglas at Blackburn, and to cut off 
all the Scots of his party, excepting himfelf and 
other two (one of whom is faid to have been the 
gfeat-fteward) who fought their way, and efcap- 
ed through the Engliih ranks. Douglas, after 
this, defeated a patty of five hundred Engliih 
and Scots under Sir John Stirling, with other 
flying bodies. Thofe flight fuccefles encouraged 
him to make bolder attempts ; and he attacked 
a large detachment of the Englifii army near 
Melros, who were efcorting a convoy of pro- 
vifions. Here he was defpcrately wounded^ 
but he carried off the convoy *. After this 
he took and fortified the caflle of Hermitage 
in Liddefdale, and defeated another detachment 
of the Englifli under Sir Laurence Vaux; and 
though he was five times repulfed, in one day, 
by Sir William Abernethm one of BalioFs of- 

* I am of opinion that this a£i:ion happened in the rear of the 
Engliih armjr, as it was returning from ^c ^tz^ of Dunbar. 

ficers} 
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ficers ; yet, in the fixth attack, he defeated and a.d. i^^^ 
took him prifoner. After this, towards the end 
of the year, or the beginning of 1 339, Douglas 
went over to France, to lay before David the 
ftate of his affairs in Scotland, and the probabi*- 
lity of his reftoration, if farther reinforcements 
were fent froioa thence* 

No general battle was fought while the earb 
of Arundel and Angus commanded fbr Edward 
in Scotland ; but in the beginning of the year 
1339, the lord high-fteward refolved to diftin- 
guifli himfelf by opening the liege of Perth, 
which Edward and his engineers had fortified 
with uncommon fkill, and provided with an 
excellent garrifon. Sir Thomas Ochtred was 
its Englifli governor ; and befides the Englifh, 
the town was garrifoned by a cohfiderable body 
of Scotch Baliolifts. The defence they made for 
three months was fo brave, that the fteward 
was about to raife the fiege, when Douglas ar- 
rived from France with a fupply of five (For- 
dun fays two) fhips, fome men, and all kind of 
provifions, under one Hugh Handpile* The retake ^ 
Englifh feem, at this time, to have been matters ^"^ 
of the fea ; for Handpile, in attempting to fuc- 
cour the place, ran one of his £hips aground, but 
afterwards' recovered her. Fordun fpeaks of 
Handpile as if he had been a free-booter or 
pirate, which might have been owing to the 
French king's caution, in not fuffering him to 
ad under his flag or comxaiiHon, The lofs of 
VQL.m., C hil^ 
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%D. 1339. his fliip feems to have daunted him; for we are 
told, that the guardian paid him and his mem 
for getting her offl Whatever may be in this, 
it is certain, that the reinforcement came fe cri- 
tically, that the town was furrendered by Och- 
tred, after a brave defence of four months. The 
garrifon, Scots as well as Englilh, capitulated 
ibr the fafety of their lives and eftates j fome 
marching off by land, and others being provid- 
ed with fliipping to carry them fouthwards. 
The fame author mentions two French knights, 
and a famous efquire called Gelais de Hufe« 
Some time before the furrender of Perth, William 
(afterwards lord) Bullock, who, we are told, was a 
Clergyman, and chamberlain of Scotland under 
Baliol;, as well as pay*mafter of the Englifli.aftd 
their adherents there, betrayed the caftle of 
Clowpcr to the high-fteward, in confideration of 
a large eftate, in which he was fecured, and 
fwore fealty to David. This defection, how<« 
ever dilhonourable to Bullock, was of infinite 
fervice to the royalifts ; for he affifted the high* 
fteward to reduce Perth, and was highly inftru- 
mental in their after fucceffes. According to 
Fordun, he was the moft elegant of all his 
countrymen, and had raifed himfelf from a 
mean beginning to tke higheft offices of the 
ftate. It is probable, at the fame time, he was 
detefted even by the royalifts as a traitor j for 
after he had amaffed immenfe wealth, he was 
arretted at king David's fuit, by Sir David Bar- 
' ^ - .^ . day. 
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£Uy>foi: high tre^on; add died a ptifonerin a.p.i3S9, 
the caftle of Mamore* 

The abfence of Edward in ftzjxce no doubt ^ new 

trucc« 

contributed greatly to the fucceik of 4he Scotch 
t*oyalifts. Baliol* had no head for the chief ma^ 
ni^emeat of affairs ; and the Englifh nobility, 
whom Edward had left in the government of 
the northern counties, were without either the 
power or the inclination, to continue the war; 
for We know of nothing aded in the field after 
the redttftion of Perth. The truth is, Edward's 
^airs On the continent, at this time, though he 
had taken Upon himfelf the title of king of 
France, and treated Philip with the fimple ap* 
pcllatibn of Philip of Valois, bore no verypro- 
mifing appearance. He had in a manner, 
beeii compelled to agree to a truce with the 
Flmch i the fixth article o^ which provided, 
that there fliould be a truce between the Eng» 
lifb and the Scots for the fame time i and cer« 
tain perfons were to be appointed, upon the 
borders of each kingdom, to fee it obferved^ 
iipon^fuch conditions as had been formerly} 
' which, if the Scots refofed, the king of Franc© 
was not to aflift them with forces, nor any other 
ways to relieve or encourage them. And it 
was further agreed, that this truce ihould be 
notified, or proclaimed, in England and Scot«- 
land, fix and twenty days after the date, thereof. 
This truce was to laft from the twenty-fifth of 
JSeptember x 340, to Midfunamer following, dur* 
C a ing 
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;^^D.v34«. ing which time we know little of the internal 
affairs of Scotland^ but that it was affliAed with 
ft moil dreadful famine through the long con- 
tinuance of the war. As to Edward^ his diffi- 
culties encreafed every day. Tlie debts he had 
contracted to his foreign auxiliaries were im- 
menfe. His fucceffes had hitherto been very 
indifferent, and England had been obliged to 
defray not only the expences of the garrifons 
which he and Baliol had ftill in Scotland, but 
to furnifh them with arms and provifions ©f 
cvefry kind ; nor was the treachery of fome of 
Edward's allies the leaft of the difficulties he 
had to encounter at this time. 
Aflbciation ' PhiHp was fully fenfible of his fuperiority j 
^the Eng- ^jj J David had ferved under him as a volunteer 
during the late campaign. His regency in Scot- 
land (as the reader miy perceive) was at liberty 
to accept the late truce or not, as they thought 
proper. They did the former; and Edward find*^ 
ing that Philip was determined not to abandon 
the Scots, refolved to repair to England in per- 
fon, to raife money for paying his allies, and for 
renewing the war with Scotland. Before his 
arrival, he had recommended, in the moft 
carneft manner, to the lords proprietors of the 
northern counties, that they would ;^rovide for 
the fafety of the marches there. A kind of af-^ 
Baract, fociatiou was hcreupon formed. Gilbert Um-» 
^' ' °* fraville, earl of Angus, the lord Henry Piercy, 
Ralph Iprd Nevil, the lord Anthony Lucy of 
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Cockermouthy the lord John Segrave, under- A, d. 1340. 
took all together tofet forth for Scotland at their 
own coflsy two hundred and ten men of 
arms, and two hundred and twenty archers. 
The lord John Mowbray was appointed go- 
vcrnor of Berwic upon Tweed, being retained 
for one year, his garrifon confifting of a hun- 
dred and twenty men at arms, a hundred hal- 
berdiers, and two hundred archers ; great part 
of whom were at his own charge. The lord 
William Fclton,*who was governor of Rox- 
burgh-caftle, befides thirty-iix men at arms, and 
forty halberdiers, for his defence, was to fumifii 
fixty men at arms, fifty halberdiers, and as many 
archers, for the field. Sir Thomes Rokeby un- 
dertook for the defence of the caftle of Edin- 
burgh and Stirling} and five of the northern 
noblemen engaged to furnifli five hundred 
and fifty men for the protedion of the borders. 
Baliol had now become^ fo poor and defpicable, 
that he could furnifli but twenty men at arms, 
and fubfift^d upon a penfion of three hundred 
^ pounds a-year, afligned him upon the revenues 
of the archbifliopric of York, which happened 
to be then vacant. The uncertainty we are un- 
der as to the aumber which every man at arnis 
or knight brought to the field, leaves the force 
employed for the defence of the borders inde- 
termined; but we cannot well fuppofe it to 
b.^y? fallen fl^ort of fifteen thoufand men. 
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A.D. i34»' The confufion of the Scotch chfonblogy hiS 
difarranged fome of the occurrences of this pe** 
riod; but there is no reafon to fuppofe that the 
truce, which expired the tweaty-fourth of June 
1 34 1 y was broken. No fooner, howfever, did it 
Expire, than the Scots took the field, having pre« 
vioufly received large fupplies of men and mo* 
ney from France. The earl of Angus, and othet 
commiffioners, in Edward's abfence, arrayed the 
militia of Yorkfhire, Nottingham, Derby, and 
Northumberland, and provided, in the beft man*' 
ner they could, for the defence of the borders ; 
The war ^'^^ ^^Y ^^^^ uiiable to prcveut the Scots from 
rene*»ed. carrying their ravages to the walls of Durham. 
Sir William Douglas and Sir Alexander Ram-t 
fay of Dalhoufy diftinguifhed themfelves chief- 
ly under the fteward during this campaign ; the 
fucccfs of which was crowned by the recovery 
of Edinburgh-caftle from theEnglifli, by the fol- 
lowing ftratagcm, which was executed by Sit 
William Douglas and Sir Simon Frafer. 
The Scots That caftle continued to be held by Edward, 

jctakcthe ' 

caftle of as part of his domain, and received frequent 

Edinburgh, ^ 

fupplies from England by Slipping, which gc«- 
nerally landed at Leith, about two ttiiles to thcr 
eaftward. After the recovery of Perth, and 
about the time of the invalion of England by 
the Scots, tbofe fupplies became precarious, and 
were fometimes cut oiF; fo that the garrifott 
began to want fevcral neceffat^ies* Douglas, 

who 
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iwho was w) ftranger to its fityation, ordered a A.D.i34«. 
.J)ody of men to conceaj. themfelves in the ruins 
of fome adjacent Koufes j and difguiiiing 
iimfelf, wUh a few pf hi^ braveft followers, 
as failors and waggoners, they found means to 
prefent themfelves before the caftle, attended by 
{^ number of carts which feemed to be loaded^ 
9jid which they pretended contained cert^ 
ineceffaries he knew the garrifon expefted. It 
being then but day-break, they appeared to be 
{q anxious to conceal themfelves and their con- 
voy, that the porter gave the two knights ad- 
mittance into an outer court, where Dougla9 
killed him ; and feizing the keys of the caftle, 
opened an inner gate, the paffage of which they 
foon barricaded with their carts, waggons, and 
their horfes, which they hainftrung. The blowing 
a horn was the fignal for thofe who had been 
concealed in the ruins, to inin to their ailiilance ; 
^nd they found Douglas and his friends warm- 
ly engaged with the garrifon, in maintaining 
the gate they had barricaded. The arrival of 
the reinforcement put an end to the combat; 
and the Scots,- after killing all the garrifon but 
its governor Leigh, and fix Engliih efquires, 
took pofleffion of the fortrefs *. 

• Though there is no material difference in Froiflard's and 
the Scotch account of this fortunate atchievement j and though 
the fa6t is undoubted, yet it does not abfolutely appear, whether 
it happened before the ti-uce took place, or after it was expired s 
for Fordun fixes it to the feventeenth of April i^^i^ and mentions 
bullock as being conceraed in the exploit. 

The 
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A. D. 1341. The rcduftion of the caftlc of Stirling "Wks all 
«iastiriiog. ^^j^^ ^j ^^^^ important than that of Edin- 
burgh, and its fieg6 was formed by the brave 
Douglas in the autumn of the year 1341. Ed- 
ward refolved, if poffible, to prevent its lofe be- 
ing added to the other difgraces of his arms. He 
was then in England, and having ordered the 
irendezvous of his grand army to be made at 
Berwic,he went to Yot'k; and according to the 
IScottiib hiftorians, he fent two armks, one un- 
der Baliol, and the other under the earl of 
Derby, to raife the fiege, while he himfelf wa^ 
preparing to follow them with forty thoufand 
men. The news of this determined Douglas^ 
who had excellent intelligence, to redouble his 
efforts ; and being well provided with a fet of 
battering engines, he plied the fiege fo warmly, 
that its governor Lemefiy though one of Ed- 
ward's braveft and moft approved officers, was 
obliged to capitulate, that he and his garrifon 
fhould retire with life and limb, with their 
fwords by their fides, and only one fuit of ap- 
parel. As to the armies under Baliol and the 
earl of Derby, I am apt. to think cither that the 
difpofitions made by the Scotch generals were 
fo good, that they durft not attempt to raife the 
fiege; or, which is ftill more probable, that they 
were obliged to return to England for want of 
fubfiftence. 
propofab The caftles of Berwic and Roxburgh were all 
loratiuce^ that now rcmaxncd of the mighty Edward's ac- 

quifitions 
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quifitions in ScotTand, which, for almoft fifty A,p*f34ti 
years paft, might be confidered as the grave of 
£ngliihinen. Edward was at Berwic with forty 
thoufapd footi and fix thoufaod horfe, cxpeft* , 
ing fupplie9 from his fi^et, when he he^rd that 
he had loft Stirling. He immediately returned 
to Newcaftle, and with difficulty^ concealed from 
his enenaies the dklrefleaof hb army; but thft , 
troops under the earl of Derby wintered in th9 
neighbourhood of Roxburgh. After the reduc^* 
tion of Stirlingrcaftle^ the high*»ftewani Dpuglan^ 
^cnd the other patriot heroes, who had almoft 
thus rcfcucd Scotland, retired to the ftron^ 
paffes of their country, particularly within thd 
fbreft of Jedburgh, wifely refblviilg to aft on the 
defcnfive, without hazarding a general ^ngstge^ 
ment with Edward. From thence we are told, 
by Froiflard, that they fent propofals for a truce 
to Edward by a bHhop, an abbot, and two 
knights, who found him at the beginning of 
December at Newcaftle. Their popofals were 
to demand from him a truc^ for fix months : 
That the Scots fliould, in the mean tim^^ fend 
into France to king David, ^ to ptoteft unto 
him, that unlefs he would return home by the 
month of May next following, with power able 
to meet his enemies of England in the field, and 
to defend his realm, then all Scotland would 
admit of king Edward's government, and never 
after own either David, or any of his pofterlty, 
for their king ; and that thus to do upon king 
^ VoL.III* D David's 
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A.D.I34J' David's failure, all the lords of Scotland had 

agreed.'* 
which are Beforc I procecd, I am to obferve, that the 
agreed to. tj^^j^ ^£ ^y^q£^ propofitions refts originally upon 
the credit of Froiffard, without receiving any 
countenance from the records, or the other 
hiflories of the time ; and therefore their au* 
thenticity has been queftioned by Abercromby 
with fome degree of juftice. I dare not reje6t 
them, hecaufe they may be reconciled to pro- 
bability and the truth of hiftory. The patriot 
Scots might jreafonably think that their king, 
t)y continuing abroad,, would contraft ideas 
that were incompatible with public liberty? 
and that as he was now of age to head his ar- 
mies and manage his affairs, his remaining 
longer in France could carry with it no favour- 
able afped for their common caufe. ^ They 
might even have received the hint from David 
himfelf, that he might take leave of his ally 
with the better grace ; and very poflibly fome in- 
formation of that kind might, in converfation, 
be dropped by the commiflioners to Edward. 
^ Aft^r all, I cannot be of opinion, , that thofc 
terms were the bafis- of the truce, which un- 
doubtedly took place about this time; as Ed- 
Ward was far from being difpleafed at having 
a plaufible pretence for difmiffing his troops, 
and returning fouthward, while the ScQt^ went 
iato winter-quarters* _ 
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< In March 1342, a fafe-conduft was granted a,d i34«. 
to Adam bifliop of Brechin, Patrick earl of 
March, William Douglas, and others, to treat 
on the part of David with other commiffioners 
on the part of Edward. In the mean time,^ 
the latter had kept his Chriftmas at the abbey 
of Melros, and Sir William Douglas, with three 
other Scotch knights, paid a vifit to the earl 
of Derby at Roxburgh, where they fpent fome 
days in martial amufements. From thence 
they adjourned to Berwic, where twelve Scotch- 
knights were matched againft twelve Englifh; 
and of the former two, and one of the latter, 
were killed by chance. Thofe vifits and in- 
terviews had a farther meaning than mere- 
amufement. By what happened foon after, it 
appears, that the Scots took that opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the ftrength and 
fituation of the two places ; for we are told by 
Fordun, that on the thirtieth of March, 1 342, 
Sir Alexander Ramfay became mafter of the Roxburgh 
caftle of Roxburgh by an efcalade. This is the Scots/ 
fome prefumption, that the truce which had 
been concluded in the beginning of December 
was now expired. 

By this time, Edward was heartily tired of Negocia- 
maintaining Baliol, arid wais fincerely difpofed Engu^" 
towards a treaty with David. I do not per- 
ceive that he even made any difpofitions to 
intercept that prince's return to Scotland, the 
intention of which was no fecret, he having 

D 2 been 
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A.D. 1341. Seen pt^Udy invited thitjKW by the ftj^W$> wlio 
employed ,Sir Rdbert Vefcy and Sir Sitaoir 
Frafer for that purpofe ; Imt DaVid 1$ fald td 
have left Fraacc before their arrival there. It 
is not improbable, that Ed^afd's moderatioa 
was didated by bis hopes of gaining over Da- 
rid from the French ; but if they were, he waa 
Aiiiiaken. When hb and his qtieftn came to 
take leave of Philip, the latter informed him^ 
that he miight expcft to be more ftrongly fup- 
ported than ever ; and David renewed his pto^ 
felHons of an etethal frieAdihip for the French, 
to which he too piinclually adhered. Among 
the Scots who were then in David's train was 
the earl of Murray, who, ever fihce the time 
he was made prifoner at Duplin, had been de- 
, taihed in England; but in the year 1340, the 
earl of March, Sir Ak^andor Setdn, WiUiam 
Lcvingftonc, and two other gentlemen, fur- 
rendering themfelves as hoflages in his ftead, ob- 
tained leave for him to vifit Scotland, and to 
go from thence to France, that he might raifc 
his ranfom-money. The famous Montague,^ 
carl of Salifbury, was then a prifoner in the 
^ hands of the French; and Philip, at David's 
requeft, gencroully confcntcd that he fbould 
be e^ichanged for the earl of Murray, whicl( 
was accordingly done, to Edward's great joy. 

Davij lands In the month of June (according to ?ordt£n) 
David and his queen Jane, attended by the 
^^\\ of Mup:ay and th? faithful Sir Malcolm 

Flemings 
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ilcmingt laoided: at Inncrbcrry in the Mdarns, A.o.ij4at 
£rom wheACe they were conduded in triumph. 
to Perth. The fight of their beloved Bnice's 
^n infpired the Scots with a joy which rofe 
almoft to enthu&dsH and his behaviotxr en<* 
deared them ftill farther to hi« perfon. Not 
contented with thanking fabje&s who had 
ftrved him with fudi inviolable fidelity, he 
called for lifts of thofe who had fallen in the 
$ti& in his caufe, particularly at Duplin and 
HaHdoUy and made them all the amends that 
was in his power, by reinftating them in their 
poflieffions, adding to their eftates, or other^ 
wife providing for their fortunes. The fcenes 
ef min and devaftation which every where 
preffnted themfelves to his eyes, joined to |^he 
promifes he had made to the king of France, 
infpired him with thou^ts of revenge; and 
he ordered a general rendezvous of his army to 
be held at Perth, openly declaring, that he in* 
tended to make fevere reprifals upon the £ng« 
Hfh. According to the beft contemporary au«> 
thortties, his army, when muftered, amounted 
to fixty thoufand foot, and thirteen thoufand 
horfe, among whom were feveral Danifh, 
Swediih, and Norvegian knights, who attended 
the powerful earl of Orkney, and ferved as vo* 
Junteers. 

So numerous, an army affembled in a fmall Barbarity of 
country, fo often defolated as Scotland had ^"***' 
htcij beeuy and which had loft fugh ^umbers 

.. ^ of 
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A. D. 1342. of inhabitants by the fword, is next to mere-* 
dible ; and, if true, confirms what I have al- 
ways more than fufpefted, that Scotlatid was, 
in thofc days, far more populous than it is. at 
prefent It is with feludance that I here men- 
tion an eveot which I find recorded by Fordun, 
and which reflefts difhonour upon the memory 
of Dguglas, one of the braveft of the Scotch 
patriots* According to that author. Sir Alex- 
ander Ramf^y.was, of all the Scotch knights, 
the moft accompliihed, and haci been the moft 
fortunate and aftive.in his inroads upon Eng* 
land. - His, great fervices in the frequent defeats 
he had given to the Englifli, and his late re- 
taking the icaftle of Roxburgh, had recom-. 
mended him, in a diilinguiihed manner, to 
- D^vid, who made him governor of that for- 
trefs, and beilowed upon hi'm the county of 
Teviotdale. This liberality was, perhaps, not 
V well judged. Douglas, who thought he had 
an undoubted right to thofe honours and cafdes 
by his own and his family fervices, to whom 
they had belonged before they had been granted 
by Baliol to the king of England, was fo ex- 
afperated, that he refolved to deftroy Ramfay, 
The latter happening to hold a court of his 
tenants in the church of Hawick, was fud* 
denly furprifed by Douglas, with whom he 
had "been but lately reconciled ; and who rufli- 
ing with Ills followers into the affembly, put^ 
to death three of ilamfay's friend§, arid car* 

ried 



O F S C O T L A N D. 23 

ried himfelf off a prifoncr to his caftle of Her- a, 0.134*. 
xnitage^ where he was fiarved to deaths being 
kept feventeen days without food. Thofe and 
other barbarities wliich happened about this^ 
tinae, were undoubtedly owing to that feudal 
independency which could bear no controul^ 
and which was now affefted by David's return. 
According to Buchanan^ neither this daring 
murder, nor that of Bullock, which I have al« 
ready mentioned to have happened in the fame 
manner, was puniihed by David, who very 
poflibly was deftitute of power to bring fuch 
capital offenders to juftice. The high-fteward 
took part with Douglas, who abfconded, and' 
not only procured him his pardon, but rein- 
ftated him in the difputed government and 
county. 

WJiile David was muftcring his forces at 
Perth, Edward was attentive only to making 
good his claim upon the crourn of France, 
which now became his primary confideration. 
All he could do was to tilift to the confederacy ' 
that had been formed amongft his Northern 
barons ; and on the thirtieth of July he iffucd 
a writ, empowering Baliol to array all the mi- 
litia beyond the Trent ; but we know of very 
little effecl that meafure had, fo defpicable was 
Baliol now become^ in the eyes of the Eng- 
lifli. David marched from Perth to Dum- 
fcrmling ; and croffmg the Forth he reached 
Northuinberland. Edward having no army in 

the 
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A.D.1342. ^^^ ^^d ^o oppofe him, the esiii of Murray^ 
^ader whom David himfelf ferved as a volmi* 
tccr, ordered hiR army to b« divided into feve- 
ral bodies^ that they might more effe&oaUy 
lay wafte the country ; aad meeting with no 
rcfiftance» he laid fiege to NewcaiUe. This 
town had been ilrongly fortified by the Nor-^ 
them confederacy^ and was defended by Sir 
John Nevil^ an excellent officer, who in a fally 
furprifed a party of the Scots, kUledfive knights^ 
'whofe names were Stuart, Graigy, Boyd, £g- 
lington, and FuUerton, and obliged them ta 
raife the fiege. Frotfiard, who trailed a good 
deal to memory, and was therefore apt to con- 
found, and ibmetimes exaggerate, JFads, f^yv 
that the earl of ft^urray was taken prifoner, and 
• carried into Ncwcaftle ; which exafperated the? 

Scots fo much, that they made a frefli a^aolt 
upon the town, in which they were again dc- 
Tbc Scott featcd; and David raifing the fiege, defirOyed 
taife the the bifhoprfc of Durham, took the city, ^ared 
Kewcaftie, neither holy men nor facred edifices, and gave 
a full loofe to the moftcrael revenge. The 
circumfiance of the earl of Murray's being taken 
prifoner, at that time, is undoubtedly a mif- 
take, and makes the whole of Proiffard's ac- 
count fomewhat doubtful. It is, however^ 
extremely probable, that David prodeeded with 
great feverity through the bi&opric of Dur- 
ham; and that -from thence he marched to 
Wark, which was defended by Sir Edward 

Moxh» 
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Montague^ a near relation to the earl of Salif- a.d.x|4i« 
bury, and the conntcfs of Salifbury herfelf. 
Froiffard has given that lady*s aftions a moft 
roinantic turn, and has infpired Edward with 
a paffion for her, on this occafion, that never 
cxifted but iri his writings. 

The truth is, Nevil, after the brave defence ana return 
he made at NewcafHe, pofted to Edward, whom Z^^r"" 
he found in Surry ; and laying before him the 
dangerous ftate of his affairs in the North, 
Edward iffued commiffions, ordering his mili- 
tary tenants to affemble at York, where he was 
to head them in peribn againft the Scots. As 
David had undertaken this expedition againft 
the opinion of his wifeft generals and counci- 
lors, who advifed him to delay it till Edward 
fhould pafs over to France, it was no wonder 
if the preparations made by the latter deter- 
mined the king. of Scotland (who had now 
taken upon him the command) and his gene- 
rals to retire to their own country. They were 
fo far from thinking of continuing hoftilities, 
that they would have proceeded without at- 
tacking the caftle of Wark, had not Sir Edward 
Montague, in a kind of a bravado, made a 
fally, and carried off from the rear, which was 
commanded by Douglas, a number of their 
horfes and carriages laden with plunder. The 
.Scots thought themfelves bound in honour to 
revenge this infult ; and facing about, they gave 
a defperate aflault to the caftle, but without 

Vot.m. E fuccefs. 
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A. D. 1342. fuccefs. David, however, refblving not to be 
baffled, gave orders to renew th? aflault with 
more effeft; and Montague finding that the 
place muft be taken, if not relieved, left thp 
command of it to the gallant countefs, suid 
efcaping on a fwift horfe, in a dark night, 
through, the Scotch army, reached Edward, 
who was advancing by flowmarches, and inform- 
ed him of the danger of the caftle. A dreadful 
rain, which happened in the night-time, at once 
favoured Sir EdXvard's adventure, and difabled 
the Scots from completing their preparations 
to fill up the foffes of the caftle, and renew the 
affault ; fo that a council of war being held, the 
Scots decamped only fix hours before Edward 
(who had made forced marches, and' whofe 
troops were terribly fatigued) appeared in 
fight. 
Inaccuracies Thofc iucidcnts, which I have related from 
riani. ^' Froiflard, might poffibly, and but barely fo, have 
happened. We have a detail in the records pub- 
liihed by Mr. Rymer, from the firft of Jun^ to the 
fourth of Oftober (when he embarked at Sand- 
wich for France) of Edward's principal motions ; 
and they make no mention that he advanced 
farther northwards than Leeds, in perfon. The. 
vacancies of fome days, however, renders it pof- 
fible that he might have made a hally march, 
with part of his army^, to the relief of Wark ; 
and it is highly probable that the Scots retired, 
before he could overtake them. Next day ha 

paffed 
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paffed the Tweed, and marched towards the a.d. 134*; 
foreft of Jedburgh. The reft of Froiffard's ac- 
count of this expedition is againft all the evidence 
of records. He not only makes Edward return 
to the caftle of Wsirk, where he fpends fome 
time in gallantry and feafting, but piu'fue the 
Scots at the head of his army into the foreft, 
where he infulted them, but could not bring 
them to a battle, though many feats of arms 
were performed on both fides, generally to the 
difadvantage of the Scots ; but it is allowed 
that in thofe fkirmiihes Douglas fignalized him- 
felf, and kept the Englifli in perpetual alarms. 

Upon the whole, I am inclined to believe, 
and am fupported in my opinion by the beft 
Englifli genealogifts and antiquaries, that no 
fuch perfon as a countefs of Salifbury refided at 
Wark at this time, and that if the Englifli army 
continued its purfuit from Wark into Scotland, 
it muft have been headed by Baliol, or the earl 
of Derby, or both. My conjecture is ftrengthen- ^^^' 
ed by the remarkable circumftance of an order 
from Edward, direfted to the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, towards the latter end of Auguft, 
to ofier up prayers for his fuccefs in the expedi- 
tion which he had undertaken to France in 
perfon, and the profperity of an army which he 
intended to fend into Scotland. 

This expedition (which, as I have already David^spar- 
hinted, was obftinately undertaken by David) ^S"^' 
proved how much he was under the influence 

E 2 of 



8» T H E H I 8 T O R Y 

A. a 134a. of-his French engagements. His counirfwu 
lying in z manner defolate, and his fubjeds re<» 
duced to fubfift upon the provifions they im* 
ported from abroad, or.the plunder of the £ng<« 
liih. It was plain that Edward no longer main-* 
tained his implacable refentment againft his 
brother-in-law, and that all he defired wa9 to 
detach him from his EreQch connections. All 
this was laid before David by the wifeft of bis 
counfellors ; but fuch was thp fenfe he had of 
his engagements with Philip, th^t it was with 
difficulty they brought him to agree to a pro- 
pofal of a truce with Edward. Commiffioners 
at laft were appointed on both fides, and though 
the Englifli proppfed that it Ihould continue for 
two years, David limited its duration to the 
firft of May, in cafe the farther prolongation of 
it fhould not be approved of by Philip. From 
the complefiion of this period, I am of opinion 
that the Scotch noblemen difliked the continu- 
' ance of the war ; that it was owing to them 

A truce. that Philip agreed to the two years truce. The 
Scotch hiftorians hav.e given us no reafon for 
his aflent, and the French utterly condemn him, 
for not flrengthening David's hands at this 
time, and enabling him to rcjed the truce* . As 
I have carefully omitted all matters not immedi- 
ately relating to Scotland, 1 Ihall not now enter 
upon any particulars of the differences between 
Edward and Philip at this time, farther than is 
jieceffaj-y for illuftrating my hiftory, Edward 

landed 
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. Unded in Frapce in tjbebeginning of O£tober» A.aij4s, 
a^d declared that he entered it not as an enemy 
to Philip, but as an ally to the count of Mont- 
forty who claimed the dukedom. of Bretagne 
againft Charles of Blois, the French king^s coA^ 
federate. Edward was not fortunate in Bre^^ 
tagne, and the circumfiances of both partk) reii«» 
dered an acccwimodations or at leaft a tnice» de« 
^able. Pope Clement thfe fixth undertook to 
mediate. A ihort truce was accordingly eon« 
dudedy which was prolonged on the nineteenth 
of January to dirce years, when mattery might 
be ripe for a definitive treaty. The Scots wero 
comprehended in this truce, and Pavid was 
left at liberty to fend plenipotentiaries to take 
care of his intereft during the approaching con-^ 
ferences, which were to be held before tlie pope 
and his legates. 

. Edward, on his return to England in the 134,. 
^ring of the year 1343, inftruded his plenipo- 
tentiaries to make bitter complaints to the 
pope, that the Scots had difregarded their bien* 
nial truce. The pope complained to David on comphHiff 
this head, but i:eccived very little fatisfaftion, Ja!**^''*'' 
Edward, ^t this time, in faft» wanted only a 
plaufible pretence to carry on his war with 
France, which he thought his parliament was 
too cool in fupporting. He had repeatedly of- 
fered to accommodate all matters with David ^ 
but the conflant anfwer of the latter was, that 
h« would do nothing without the pardcipatiou 

of 
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A.i>.i343. of Philip. Thus matters being left to tlie ar* 
bitration of the pope, then refiding at Avignon^ 
the negotiation, through the different views of 
the parties, became fb intricate, tha.t Edward 
plainly told the pope he was rcfolved once 
more to have recourfe to arms. He complain- 
ed that Philip had excited the Scots to break 
the truce. He recalled his commifiioners, the 
bifhop of Durham, the lord Nevilj and the lord 
John Stirling, from thence, and declared with an 
oath, that he would, for fome time, attend na 
Warlike biifinefs but the war with Scotland, which he 
•'"'**^* was rcfolved to.malce the monument of his 
vengeance. He was inftigated to this menace 
by Baliol, who was then his governor of Ber- 
wic, and by fome of the Englifli marchers, who 
exclaimed againft the frequent infraftions of the 
truce by the Scots, but with what juftice, is un- 
certain; though there is too niuch reafon to be- 
lieve the fituation of Philip's affairs to have been 
. filch, that he did all he could to prevail upon 
Pavid to give a diveriion to the Englifli arms. 
Upon the return of the Englifli plenipotentiaries, 
who had been fent to conclude a definitive peace 
with the Scots, Edward advanced to Berwic 
with a declared intention to invade Scotland ; 
upon which the Scots laid fiege to the caftle of 
Locbmaben, which was defended by Sir Walter 
Selby, a brave Englifli officer. Ed ward was pre- 
paring to march to its relief, when he heard that 
iijt was^ delivered by the v^Jour of the garrifon 
within. 
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within^'and without, by that of the bifliop of a. d. 1343^ 
Carlifle, and the lord Anthony Lucy. Edward, 
notwithftanding this event, did not long ad-* 
here to the paifionate declaration he had made; 
for a party of his troops being defeated under the 
lord I^alph Nevil, who was himfelf taken and 
fent prifoner to Dunbar, he agreed to another 
two years trtice with the Scots; but in the 
^ean time^ he iflued a commiilion, appointing 
Baliol to be his general upon the marches, to 
refift the Scots, if they fhould renew their in- 
roads. 

The Scotch hiftorians have not, \^ithout fome 1344, 
countenance from records, accufed Edward of ThcSc«^ 

again inTaQS 

tampering about this time, by the agency of EngUai, 
the lord Henry Piercy, Sir Maurice Berklejy, , 
and Sir Thomas Lucy, with the brave Douglas. 
To this he probably was encouraged by that 
nobleman haying mad^ a number of enei^ues 
among the Scots ; but, however difgufted he 
might be, he certainly remained firm in his al- 
legiance, and rejefted all Edward's offers. This 
attempt to debauch fo great a nobleman, very 
poflibly provoked David to renew his hoftilities 
with England. Edward called together his parlia- 
ment on the ninth of June, and informed it • 
that the Scots had broken the truce, to which 
they had declared they would pay no farther 
regard than was agreeable to the king of 
France. His parliament, upon this information, 
granted him a large fupply, to enable Baliol to. 

take 
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A. D. 1945* take the field; but this did not prevent the 
Scots from invading Weftmoreland^ and burn- 
ing Penrith, Carleton, and feveral other towns 
in the neighbourhood. They were oppofed by the 
biihop of Carlifle, Sir Thomas Lucy^ and Sir Ro- 
bert Ogle, and they defeated and killed Sir Alex- 
ander Strahan, who was at the head of one of 
their divifions. This invafion happened in au- 
tumn 1345, and was the only military tranfaC'^ 
tion of any confequence that yean 
cuiitranf. It is to be lamented, that the Scotch hifto- 
•ftiuw* rians have entirely confined themfelves to War- 
like operations at this time, without informing 
us of their civil tranfadioQs* All we know of 
the latter, is, that David, foon after his arrival 
from France, exafted an oath of fealty from his 
iubjeds; and that his prefumptive heir RoT>ert, 
the great-fteward of Scotland, was the firft 
who took it. With regard to other matters, 
there is too much reafon to believe that they 
were entirely managed by the French at David'$ 
court, and therefore were unknown to hifto* 
rians ; but it is generally agreed, that this year 
^nded with a.fliort truce between the two na- 
tions ; nor do I find that any hoftilitics were re- 
^ ftewed between them before the year 1346, 
after Edward had gained the glorious battle of 
Crefly. They add, that, in the beginning of that 
year, they were bufied in preparations for^renew- 
ing the war with England ; and though Edward 
had enabled Baliol to oppofe them with a very 

con- 
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• confidkrable army in the field, yet the critical A-Q-utfn 
^tvatipn of his a£Fairs in France had induced 
him to make very advantageous offers to 
David. The loikis Mowbray, Roos, and Lucy, 
were feijt by him to propofe a defiijitive treaty, 
upon the footing of his reftoring Berwic to thp 
Scots, whofe hiftorians fay, that he offered tQ 
give up the perfon of Baliol at the faipe time. This 
is unlikely ; but that he offered to abandon Baliol'^ 
intereft ^s Jcipg of Scotland, is paft difpute. The 
beft patriots of Scotland adviied David to finifh 
the negotiation upon the terms propofed; and - 
we can only attribute it to his prepoffeffions i^ 
favour of Philip, and the French influence in 
his council, tl^at he rejeded the terms* Aberr 
cromby, znd fpooie wfiters of his caijt, praife him 
for his coi^dud Qn this occafion, and afcribe it 
equally to his gratitude, good faith^ and policy^ 
which did not fu^er him to abandon Philip. 
They even prcten4 th^t none of the truces he 
had concluded with Edward were bindipg, 
while the Engjifti were at war with the French* 
jSuch arguments can be called no better than 
trifling with public faith, and remiire no confu? 
tation. ^ 

The bulk of the Scotch parliament, which at DJ<ren<jon 
iimibled in the autumn of the year 1 346, after scpu. 
the battle of Creffy, approved of David's cojoi- 
duft ; and in the month of Oftoher he affembled 
fifty thoufand men. A quarrel that broke out 
tefore.his march wji3 of infinite prqiadice to hif 
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A#©. i34«. affairs ; for we arc told that the earl of Rofs fur- 
prifed and murdered the lord of the Ifles near 
the priory of Elcho, which created a great de- 
fertion from the royal army, each party return- 
ing to their habitations to defend itfelf from 
the attacks of the other: Notwithftanding fomc 
inaccuracies as to names, I am apt to think that 
•a Highland chieftain was killed at that time, 
though not the chief lord of the Ifles; but the 
confulion his death occafioned did not prevent 
David from proceeding upon his expedition. 
^ While Edward was laying fiege to Calais, David 
marching from Perth to Dumfermling, from 
thence to Stirling, and then to Edinburgh, mut- 
tered his army, whofe numbers undoubtedly 
are exaggerated by the Englifh'; for they tell 
us that it confifted of three thoufand men at 
arms, thirty thoufand common foldiers, and 
fifteen thoufand Genoefe crofs-bows, befides 
French. They pretend, what is ftill more extra- 
ordinary, that the thirty thoufand common fol- 
diers were mounted upon geldings and gallo- 
ways, a ftrong ufeful fpecies of fmall horfes ; a 
circumflance as incredible as that there fliould 
be fifteen thoufand Genoefe crofs-bows at 
that time in Scotland. 
iDaviJ In- David, without making any attempt upon the 
vadeaEng- ^^^Yq of Roxburgh, which had been recovered 
by the Englilh, is faid to have proceeded to the 
forti^efs of Liddel, which he took by ftorm, and 
put all within to, the fword. Sir Walter Selby 
- is 
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is iaid to have commanded the garrifon, and to a.d. 1346^ 
have capitulated with a Scotch knight for his 
» life. Thcbargain wasdifapprovedofby David,' 
who ordered Selby's head to be ftruck off, and 
two of his fons to be ftrangled in his prefence. 
This cruelty is related by HoUinflied and Stowe^ 
two modern Englifli writers. Without contra- 
didUng its veracity, we are not certain whether, 
as the town was taken by ftorm, the Scotch 
knight had a right to make any fucTi capitula- 
tion. Be that as it will, the Scots marched 
next to Lanercoft, which they plundered. Then 
pafling the river Erthing, they entered Nor- 
thumberland ; but though the priory of Hex- 
ham was pillaged, David ordered the town to. 
be faved, that it might ferve as a magazine for 
his army in its return from York, to which he 
was bending his march. He is faid to have given 
orders that three other towns, Corbridge, Dur- 
ham, and Darlington, flxould be fpared for the 
Uke reafon. In his march to Durham, he would 
have rendered the whole country a defart, had 
not fome of the monks paid him a contribution 
of a thoufand pounds, to fpare their eftates ; but, 
according to Knighton, every Engliihman who 
fell into his hands, if he could not redeem his 
life by paying three-pence, was put to the 
fword. 

As I find nothing in the Scotch hiftories that 

fan contradidk thofe fads, I have given them a 

place ; and all the apology I have to make for 

F2 Davidi 
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A.D.X346. tJavid, is, that admitting theift to be tme, the 
Englifh had often fet hiiil th6 prccedcttt, even 
by the confeffion of their own writers. That 
thofe of England have beeft credulous, onthis^ 
occafion, may be ftrongly prcfumed, from their 
telling us that David was admoniflied in a 
dream, not to touch any thing belonging to the 
votaries of the good St. Cuthbert. 

u oppofed. The queen of England hearing of this inva** 
fion, iffued orders for the lords marchers to alV 
femble their troops^ which flic reviewed at 
York in perfon, attended by the two arch^* 
bifliops. Her appearance, the fpirit fee difca- 
vered, and the piety of the prelates, added to 
the reports of the Scotch barbarities, which had 
been fo induftrioufly propagated, no doubt, had 
a wonderful effeft upon the Englife ; for, in a 
few days, flie was at the head of a noble army, 
which was formed into four divifions. The firft 
was commanded by the lord Henry Piercy^ un* 
der whom ferved the carl of Angus, the bifliop 
of Durham, and other noblemen of the North* 
The warlike archbifliop of York headed the fe- 
cond divifion, and under him were the bifeopr 
of Carlifle, and the lord Nevil. The third di- 
vifioti was led* by the bifhap of Lincoln, thq 
lord Mowbray, and Sir .Thomas Rokeby, Ba- 
liol commanded the fourth and principal divi- 
fion, and was attended by the archbifliop of 
Canterbury, the lord Roos, and the'feerlffol 
Northumberland. , . 

The 
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The difpofition d the Scotch artoy is vari- a.d. 134I 
oufly reported ; but the beft authors agree that ^^kh h/I 
the king ih pcribn headed a chofen battalion, ^J^^ 
composed of hiB French auxiliaries, and the 
flower erf" his - nobility. The high fteward ctf 
Scotland and the earl of March headed the fc- 
cond line, as the earls of Murray and Douglas 
did the third and laft. The numbers of the two 
itrmies are varioufly reported ; all we know is, that 
when that of the Englifli was fhuftered at York, . 
it amounted to fixteen thouland men, according 
to their authors j but this number probably wad 
exclufive of the troops raifed by the lords 
niarchers, and which joined them before they 
reached Durham. The number of the Scotch 
army who were engaged is uncertain; for 
whatever it might be when it left Scotland, the 
common people never failed to make tJie bdl 
of their way homewards, efpecially in Autumn, 
as foon as they had acquired booty ; and this 
more than once occafioned the moft dreadful 
calamities to their country. While the Englifli 
were on their march towards Durham, the lord 
Douglas and Sir David Graham ikirted them 
with a body of horfe, but were driven back 
upon their main army with confiderable lofs. 
The battle then became general, and fliowers of 
arrows were exchanged ; but in that diftant way 
of fighting, the Scots perceived themfelves over- 
matched by the Englifli archers. Upon this l3ie 
lord high-ftewurd charged the archers fword in 

hand, 
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A.D. i34«. hand^ with fo much fury, that they fell back 
upon lord Henry Piercy's divifion^ which muft 
have been totally defeated, had it not been 
fupported by Baliol, who commanded in chief, 
and reinforced them by a body of four thou* 
fand horfe. Thefe advancing on a fmart trot, 
dianged the fortune of the day ; but the lord 
high-fteward and his line made a mafterly re^ 
treat. Baliol, without purfuing them, wheeled 
round and flanked the divifion commanded by 
his rival David, which was engaged with an- 
other line of the Englift, and was foon cut in 
pieces. All the troops about that king's perfon 
were reduced to eighty noblemen and gentle- 
men j and he himfelf, after performing wonders 
in his own pierfon, was wounded in the head 
with an arrow. Even in this defperate ilate he 
refufed to afle for quarter, imagining that he 
would be relieved by the high-fteward and that 
line of his army which was ftill entire under the 
lords Murray and Douglas. The latter moved 
to his afliftance when it was too late. David 
perceiving himfelf totally over-powered, was 
endeavouring to retreat, when he was over- 
taken by a party under one John Copeland, 
who-loft two of his teeth by a blow of David's 
gauntlet. The latter finding it vain to refift, 
V aiked if any man of quality was among his pur- 
fuers ; and Copeland pretending that he himfelf 
was an Englifli baron, David gave him his 
fword, and iurrendered himfelf his prifoner. 

This 
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This happened near a village called Mering- a. a 134^ 
ton ; nor does it appear that David had a finglc S(^**^^ 
. attendant about his perfon when taken. In the 
mean time, the divifion under the lords Mow- 
bray and Douglas had been totally rbuted by 
Baliol, to' whofe valour the Englifh viftory was 
owing. In this battle the Scots are faid to have 
loft fifteen thoufand men, John Randolph earl mmbf. 
of Murray, the earl of Strathern, the lord David 
Hay, conftable, the lord Edward Keith, marfhal,' 
' together with the chancellor and chamberlain 
of Scotland, the lord Philip Meldrum, the 
lord John Stuart, and Allan Stuart his brother, 
Maurice Murray, John Crawford, Robert Leilie, 
William Haliburton, Reginald Kirkpatric, John 
Mireon, Patric Herring, Sir Michael Scot, Ro- 
ger Camon, Sir Alexander Gordon, Sir William 
Frafer, Sir John Lindfay of Glenefk, Sir Tho- 
mas Vaux, Sir Dougal Campbell, Sir Alexander 
Bodeval (Bothwell we fuppofe) who that day 
carried the king's ftandard, and Sir Alexander 
Ramfay, called the Flower of Chivalry, (an appiel- 
lation beftowed by the Scots upon all knights 
who excelled in arms) befides many others. 
Some French knights fell likewife; for we 
have the names of Humphrey Blois, Robert 
Maltalent, John de la Moir,and John Bonvillc. 

Among the prifoners, befides the king, were 
the bifhops of St. Andrew's and Aberdeen; the Th«irpH. 
carls of Fife, Sutherland, Douglas and Men- ^'"'"• 
teith, together with the earls of Carrie and 

Wigton ; 
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A»ais4«* Wigton; the lord James Douglas^ brother' to 
the earl of that name ; Malcolm Flemingt Ro* 
bert Vefay, WilUain Kin^fton, William Ram- 
fay, David Bunant, John Sinclair, William 
Mowbray, Henry Ramfay, Thomas Bird, W^r 
tcr Halybm-ton, William More, Gilbert Carrie, 
Nicholas Glepodoham, Patrick Dunbar^ Wil* 
Kam Garden, John Maxwell, Fergus Crawford, 
Alexander Steel, David Annand, Robert Mac- 
peth, Duncan M'Donald, William Liyingfton, 
David Fitz-Walter Fitz-Gilbert, Andrew Camp* 
bell, John Prcfton, George Abernethy, John 
^tiiart de Dalfwinton, Walter Moign, Tbomaui 
de lippes, Lawrence Gillibrend, Adam FuJ- 
lartdn, William Bayly, Williapi Murray, Joha 
Giffard, Robert Wallace, Bartholomew Drum* 
• mond, Robert Che&okn, David Graham, John 
de Valence, Euftace Lorrain, and Peter Her* 
i^yng. 

As to the lofe of the Engliih, fome of 
their authors mention no more than four 
knights, and five efquires ; but the number xrf 
the commons who were kiUed, which jxm& 
have been coniiderable, is not mentioned ; and 
D«etfaie*9 it is owing to Dugdak, an Engliih antiquary^ 
^a».^^Ki. ^^^ ^^ know the lord Ralph Haftings was 

here mortally wounded* The vaft plunder 
which the Englifli found among tKe Scots 
proved favourable to the latter ; for the love of 
pillage rendering them carelefs about their prir 
foners, many pf them efcaped and joined the 

divifion 
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4iyj[£ofi under the high-fteward and the eail of a.d« '34^^ 
JMarch. 

t'he relation of this battle, by Scotch 1^ caiOet of 
well as Englifli authors, renders it highly pror ^^^^^^ 
table that it was owing to two caufes.' The 
JRrfk wa? the imprudence of David himfel^ 
and his predileftion for the French, to whom 
he committed his life and honour. The fecond 
was the fatal feudal jealoufies among the great 
men, who often would have fought each other 

, rather than their common enemy. To one, or 
both, of thofe caufes we are to afcribe the back- 
M^ardnefs of the earls of Murray and Douglas 
to. engage till it was too late, and till David's 
divifion was entirely ruined ; and the caution 
of the high-fteward, who never returned with 
his line to the charge, though his lofs of men 
had been but inconfiderable. It muft be ac- 
knowledged, that this behaviour, in the pre- 
fumptive heir . of the crown, had a fufpicious 
afped, and was afterwards highly refentecl by 
David himfelf. The diftance of the time, and 
the penury of evidence, difables me from mak- 
ing any other • apology for his conduft, than 
that: it was juftifiable; becaufe David, proba- 
bly before his death, forgave him, treated him 
with affeftion, and . confirmed his fucceffion 

. to the crown. This battle was fought on the 
thirtieth of September ^. 

* Boece has been fo amazingly inaccurate, that h^ has placed 
;.1hi8battle in 134S* 

Vol. III. ■ G The 
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vii^lT^' The capture of David was attended with 
about Da. ycfry pcculiar circumftances. He '^vras ftripped 
tore. of a famous crofi, perhaps the fame which had 

bdonged to Edgar Atheling (though other 
writers have made it fall from heaven, on the 
J^ot where the abbey of Holyrood-houfe now 
ftands) befides other jewels to a great valucJ 
The booty was fo confiderable, that David, who 
had received another wound, being fingle. Cope- 
land, inftead of carrying him back to the main 
ai'my, conveyed him privately to the caftle of 
Bamborough, belonging to his friend the lord 
Piercy ; fo that, for fome time, it was not 
known where he was, or that he had been 
made a prifoner. The queen no fooner under- 
ftood the place of his captivity, than flie re- 
iblved to reclaim him ; and for that purpofe 
fent a hierald to the caftle of Ogle (belonging, 
according toJMr. Barnes, to Copeland himfelf) 
to which he had been removed. Copeland, 
though no barqn nor knight, was a brave, re- 
folutie man, and had acquired a very confider- 
able intereft among the nobility of the North. 
He flatly refufed to deliver up his royal prifoner 
to the queen, or to any perfon who could not 
produce an order for that purpofe under Ed- 
ward's hand and feal. The queen refented this 
refolute behaviour as an infult to her majefty, 
* and wrote over bitter complaints of Copeland^s 

I behaviour to the king, who was then employed 
in the famous fiege of Calais, Edward, with- 
out 
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put being moved by his queen's reprefenta- A,D.i34i* 
lions^ ordered Copeland to appear before him 
jn perfon, which he did, after having resigned 
the cuftody of David to the lord Nevil, a no- 
bleman in vy^hom he had the greateft confi- 
dence. The vindication of his conduit to 
Edward was fo plain and manly, that that 
prince approved of all Tie had done, rewarded 
him with five hundred pounds a year, and fent 
him back with the honour of knighthood to 
England. 

By this time, the number of prifoners that hIs entry 
had been made in the north of England was fo don! 
great, that they had become burthenfome to 
their captors ; and many of them were dif- 
mifled, fome without any ranfom, and others 
upon giving a flight fecurity for their paying Rymcr, 
certain trifling fums on their return to Scot- 
land. Edward being apprifed of this pracElice, 
interpofed his royaJ authority, by ordering^ 
that none fliould have their liberty without 
his fpecial permiflion; that the prifoners of 
quality fliould be carried to London, and the 
others diftributed through different parts of 
the kingdom. We are told that, in confe- 
quence of this order, and by the command of 
Edward, no fewer than twenty thoufand me^i 
were aflembled by Copeland, who efcorted his 
royal prifoner from the caftle of Ogle, till the 
lord Nevil, by indenture, delivered him into 
the hands of Sir Thomas Hpkeby, flierifF of 

G 2 York- 
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A. D. 1346. Torkfhire, on the twentieth of December, fife 
Was conduced in the fame pompous manner 
oh all the road^ and was mounted upon a large 
. black courfer when he made his entry into 
London. David's treatment on the road, and 
ni$ reception in London, were very magnifi- 
cent, and had been direfted by Edward him- 
felf, whofe manners were now greatly foftened 
towards the Scots. David's graceful appear- 
ance, his exile and captivity, touched the hearts 
of the Englifh wherever hk came. He was 
received in London, with the greateft folemnity, 
by the lord-mayor and the other magiftrates, 
the city companies, under arms, lining all the 
ftreets through which he paffed, the houfeS 
being loaded, even to their ridges, with fpec- 
tators, who exprefled a generous concern fot 
his captivity, though it added luftre to theit 
'own country. Being arrived at the Tower, he 
Vas delivered, by indenture likewife, to the cuf- 
tody of the conftable, the lord John Parcy, oix 
1347* the fecond of January, 1 347 ; ^nd, tho' ftriftly 
guarded, he was refpeftfuUy treated. 

Of all the illuftrious Scotch prifoners taken 

The earl of k ' 

Mcnteith at the battle of Durham, Edward was the moft 
'exafperated at the earls of Menteith and Fife. 
The jfamily of the former lay under great oblr- 
gatiops to the kings of England"^; and both 

• Abercromby calls this nobleman Graham ; but, according to 
•the accurate Ruddiman (See Scl. Dip.) the title did not come t^ 
tijrt fufQamc fbr foroe years after j for it ^vQnt from the Cuha- 
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of them performed their oaths of fealty to Ed- a. a i34iw- 
tirard[ and Baliol, for which they were by Ed* 
ward, without trial, condemned for high-trea« 
fon. Menteith was accordingly executed as a 
traitor, and his quarters fent tb different towns 
of England ; but the earl of Fife was pardoned, 
on account, as is faid, of fome difiant relation* 
ihip he had with the royal family of England. 

Baliol, who was as a6Hve as brave, again p„p^^ 
confidered himfelf as fighting for a crown, and' ^**^ 
his progrefs was rapid. Before the end of the 
year, lie recovered all that the Scots held in 
England, reduced the caftles of Hermitage and 
Roxburgh, the foreft of Etric, the Merfe, and 
the counties of Annandale, Teviotdale, and 
Twieedale. Some Englilh writers fay, that thofe ^*«*^ 
fucceffes were owing to the lords Nevil and 
Piercy, without taking any notice that Baliol 
was prefent in perfon, and commanded in 
chief. The limits of the Englilh dominions 
extended thereby to Cockburns-path and Sbu- 
try-edge. As to the Scots, though they blamed 
their king for his obftinacy, they pitied his mif- 
fortunes, and continued attached to his caufe. 
The conduft of the high-fteward, notwith- 
ftanding the appearances that were againft him, 
was approved of by the ftates, and he was once 



mings' to the Stuarts, and then to the Grahams. The Scotch 
genealogifts, however, fay, that Mary countcfs of Menteith wa« 
n^arried to §ir John Graham, who in ber right enjoyed thai 
tjtle. 

more 
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A. D. 1347* Th€ truth is, the part adcd by the gttardiatt 
ooodoaor 2Sid the nobility of Si:otIa&(L on this occafion^ 

the Scotch / --» 

fttnott. ^28 heroical and patriotic They were by no 
means fond of the truce ; nor does it abfoliltely 
ajppear that it ever had been formally accepted 
of by the guardian and the ftates, though it had 
beein proclaimed upon the borderU, which gave 
Edward a pretence to alledge that, by breaking 
it, they had violated their faith. Here I.mttft be 
of opinion, that the Engliih writers are ex* 
tremely inconfift'ent in their accounts. Had Ba« 
libl, as they pretended, been recognized as king 
in all the fouthern parts of Scotland; had the 
royalifts been impotent and paffive ; had he met 
With no refiftance; and if he was at the head of 
' an army that could have cniihed all oppoiition, 
can we^fuppofe the Bruceans of Scotland would 
•hiave been mad enough to have broken a truce 
{as they undoubtedly did) of which they fiood 
fo greatly in need? When Edward arrived in 
England, he complained of this^ and refufed for 
that very reafon to enter upon any treaty con- 
cerning David's ranfom, before he had fatisfac- 
tion for the breach of the truce. This was fo 
far from difcotiraging the Scots, that they even 
' made inroads into England, though Baliol paf- 
fed the winter of 1 347 in the caftle of Lanric, 



away fo vaft a fum upon fo precarious a profpeft, and for fo fliort 
a time ; or how can we imagine that it was in the power of theJr 
nobility to raife it in their then diftrefsful fituation ? 

(which 
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{which lies, according to Abercromby, on the ^'0,<i^. 
borders of Galloway) but probably too weak to 
.undertake any thing of confeqtience. In fad» 
though hpth Scotch and Engliih hiftorians are 
jGilent as to particulars, we find that, at the end 
of the year 1348^ the Bruceans had recovered 
all their country except Berwic, Roxburgh, 
Hermitage^ and Laurie, which was part of Ba- 
lioFs hereditary ftate, and defended by him with 
an army. The Scotch hiftorians inform us, that 
the Engliih, in revenge of the damages done 
their country by the breach of the peace, pro- 
claimed a tournament and other warlike exer- 
cifes to be held at Berwic, to which they invit- 
ed the Scots ; but in their way thither, they fell 
into an ambufcade, and were cut in piece^ by the 
Englifh. 

The hand of heaven was fo fevere upon theScots 1349. 
during the years 1349 and 1350, that they fur- '35o« 
nifli little of hiftorical matter. A moft dread- ScoUand. 
ful plague had paflfed from the continent of Eil- 
Tope to England, and the Scots wantonly in- 
dulged the innate hatred they bore their ene- 
mies by enjoying their calamities, and even en- 
deavouring to render them fubfervient to their 
revenge. This ferocity, though unjuftifiable, 
was natural to a people fo provoked and op- 
preft, as the Scots had long been by the Englifli ; 
but it proved fatal at the fame time. They had 
appointed a rendezvous in the foreft of Selkirk, 
to avail themfelves of the mortality which was 

Vol. III. / H ' then 
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A.D.IJ50, then defohtting Englaitd. Scarcely had they 
pafled the borders,-when they were feized by the 
-peftiknce. Five thoufand of them dropt down 
dead, and many were cut oflF by the enemy^ 
who had found means to draw a confiderable 
body to the field. This barbarous invafioh 
fumilhed Edward with new matter of com- 
plaint; and his fubjeds, in their turn, made freih 
imiptions into Scotland, where they reinforced 
their garrifons. 

DotigisAif- The. few Scots who returned from the inva- 
. fion communicated the peftilence to their coun* 
trymen (one third of whom, according to For- 
dun, periflied). The patient's flefh fwelled ex- 
ceffively, and he died in two day's illnefs ; but 
the fame author tells us. That the mortality 
chiefly affected the middling and lower ranks 
of people. This calamity, dreadful as it was, 
was not fufficient to extinguifli the feuds and 
animofities which ftill prevailed among the 
great families of Scotland/ Sir John Douglas, 
brother to the lord Douglas, who was then" a 
prifoner in England, and father to James Dou-r 
. glas of Dalkeith, had been put to death by Sir 
David Barclay at Horfewood. To revenge his 
murder, the lord Douglas, though a prifoner, pre- 
vailed with one John de St. Michael to affaflinate 
Barclay, which he did, at Aberdeen, on Shrove 
•Tuefday 1350. The hiftorian remarks, that 
this John de St. Michael and all his accomplices 
died by the fword, one after another, in a fliort 

time 
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time after. The continuance of the plague, dur- ^-^^ «3jf«* 
mg the years 1351 and 1 352^ occafioned a cefla* 1352. 
tion of arms all over Europe, as well as between 
tii£ Scots and Englifli ; for the truce, which bad 
been concluded in France, was prolonged to 
Midfummer 1 355. Very little hiftorical matter 
therefore pre&nts itfelf during that time ; and 
this is the leis furprifing, as the violence of the 
plague rendered it dangerous for any body of 
men to aflemble together, either without doors 
or within. In the year 1353 died Matilda de tmr 
Bruce, filler to king David, at Aberdeen, and 
was buried at Dnmfennling. Fordun informs 
us, that ihe married a gentleman, one Thomas 
Yflac, by whom flie had two daughters. The 
cldeft, Joan, was married to the lord Lorn ♦, 
and had iflue both male and female ; the fecond, 
Catharine, feems to have died unmarried, at 
Stirling. The fiune year, the lord Douglas of 
Lithfdale, being delivered from his imprifon- ^ ""^ 
meat in England, returiied to Scotland, and was 
murdered while hunting in the foreft of Etric, 
by his coufin and godfon William, afterwards 
earl Douglas f , to revenge the death of Sir 
Alexander Ramfay and Sir David Barclay. 



^ Ido aot recolle6l any meotion made of this marriage amon; 
the Scotch genealogifb. 

t The hiftorians and chronologifts of Scotland are here again at 
variance. I am direfted by the former, as the latter feem to be 
bewildered in their accounts. Douglas, the l^ft Scotch peerage 
writer, gives u» a William liouglas, the fon of Archibald Tyn- 
man, aad brothtr to James, the hero who >vas killed in Spaio^.«Jd 
U z fucceed- 
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A. D. 1353- David all this time remained a prifonet iw 

S^D^Sir' England, and fcvcral treaties, had been propo&ii 

dumighii by the Scots for hi» ranfom, but all of them 

confine- ' 

menu proved incflfedhial ; becaufe Edward infifted, a$ 
a preliminary condition, that he and his fob*^ 
jefts ihould be indemnified for the ravages of 
the Scots, in breach of the truce. I perceive, 
however, that other obftacles lay to his rdeafe;* 

jtyrocr, ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ petitions given in by the com- 
nions to Edward, they require that David Bruce, 

Barncf. William Douglas, and other chief mep of Scot* 
land, prifoners, may in no manner be releafed, 
neither by ranfom nor upon thei? faith. Ed-' 
ward paid little regard to this requeft, for it is 
certain that he releafed Douglas ; and the re- 
ftraint pf David, and the other Scotch noble- 
men, was fo gentle, that they were admitted to 
all the public diverfions in England. They were 
fuffered to difplay their prow^efs in tilts and 
tournaments, in which fome of them acquitted 
themfelves fo well, that Edward fuffered them 
to return to their owji country, though I be- 
lieve it was always upon condition that their 
perfons Ihould be forthcoming to him, if called 
upon. . This behaviour of Edward gives me a 
ftrong fufpicion that, had the guardian of Scot- 
land, and. the great lords there, been very 

fucceeding his father in 1333, in the eftate and lordftip of Dou-» 
glas. He died earl of Douglas, in the year 1 3 84. The two manu- 
fcript copies of Fordun, which Mr. Hearnc confulted, are clear a^ 
to the f-KSl i have related in the Uiilory, and are followed by 

Buflunan, 

earncft 
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tfsymcft for IHxiA^s liberty, they might have prcH a- d. i^s]^ 
€ttredit Every ftep of Edward's condudfavoors 
thisconje^re. He gave David leave to return to 
Seoetand, where, according to the Eoglilh hifto*- 
nans, he wa9 fo fond of liberty, that he fblKcited 
fiisfobjeds to facrifice their independency to 
deliver him from his captivity, which they mag* 
Aanimonfly reftifed. One of the Engliih writers sum. 
goes fo far as to fay, that Edward fent the earl 
of Northampton at the head of an army, in 
which David himfelf ferved, to reduce the Scots 
to reafon ; but this writer, who is a modern one» 
has no countenance for his aflertion, either from 
old hiilories or records, and therefore we muft 
look upon it as fabulous. We have, however, 
fufficient reafon, from what followed, to believe 
that David would have accepted his liberty up- 
on terms which the guardian and his nobiUty 
did not think proper to comply with. 

He behaved as a man of honour towards Ed- Hhhonoar. 
ward; for finding his foUicitations fruitleis, he viour. * > 
returned to his prifon at London, from whence, 
by the interceffion of the queen his wife, he was 
fufFcred, in July 1353, to repair to Newcaftle, 
where a new negotiation was entered into for 
his ranfom. We are here to premife, that what* 
ever difcontent the nobility of Scotland might 
entertain on account of David's partiality for 
the French, they agreed to fupply him with ^ ^^^ 
money during his confinement Three of his 
domcftics, of whom William Toures was one, 

about 
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A. D. 1353. about four months after his imprifonmexitt wero^ 
fuffered to depart for Scotland^ that they might 
bring from thence money for David's main- 
tenance^ and that of the other Scotch prifbners; 
upon which the allowance which Edward had 
hitherto granted them was ftruck off. In every 
year after, (to that which I now treat of) a nego- 
tiation was fet on foot for his ranfom. The Scotch 
commiilioners were William bifhop of St. Ari» 
drew*s,Thomas bifliop of Caithnefs, John bilhop 
of Murray, Adam bifhop of Brechin, Patric Dun- 
bar earl of Marcli, Brother Alexander Seton^ 
knight, matter of the hofpital of St. John of 
Jerufalem, Sir Robert Erlkine, lord of Erfkine, 
Sir Andrew Douglas, William Meldrum, lord of 
Bachynnanebe, and John Wygmer, a burgher of 
Edinburgh. The next treaty was in 1 349 and 
1 350, when the queen herfelf, the bifhop of Caith- 
nefs. Sir David Erfkine, David Lindfay, lord of 
Crawfurd, and William Meldrum, were commif- 
fioners; as were, in 1 351, the bifhops of St An- 
drew's, Brechin, Caithnefs, and Dumblain, the 
earls of March, Marr, Angus, and Sutherland,. 
William lord of Douglas, David Lindfay, Wil- 
liam Livingflon, and Robert Erfkine, knights. 
jj. ^ f The chief of the hoflages who remained in 
hishoftages. England for David, while he was foUiciting his 
ranfom in Scotland, were John, fon and heir 
of the great fleward of Scotland, the fame who 
afterwards came to be king by the name of Ro- 
bert the third. John Dunbar, fon and heir of 

the 
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the earl of March, John, fon and heir of the A.v,tzsz. 

earl of Sutherland, Thomas, nephew and heir 

of the earl of Wigton, James, fon and heir of 

Sir David Lindfay, Hugh Rbfs, brother and heir 

of the earl of Rofe, Thomas Murray, brother 

and heir of John Murray ^. 

Upon the meeting of the plenipotentiaries 
to treat of David's ranfom, many debates hap- 
pened, but at laft the following preliminaries 
were agreed upon : " That Monfieur David de ^yffl»- 
Bruce Ihould be inftantly fet at liberty ; and 
that he fliould pay for his ranfom the fum of 
ninety thoiifand merks fterling, by equal pro- 
portions, within the fpace of nine years. That 
ten thoufand merks, being the firft proportion, 
ihould be paid at the feaft of Candlemas next to 
come; the fecond at Candlemas 1357, and fo on, 
till complete payment ihould be made of the 
whole. That, during the faid fpace of nine 
years, there ihould be a truce between the tWo 
kingdoms. That twenty Scotch gentlemen, 
the heirs of the greatefl: families in that king- 
dom^ ihould remain in England as hoitages and 
fureties for the faid fum; and that, if any part' 
thereof was not paid at the precife term ap- 
pointed, then the faid David ihould return to 
England, and continue there a prifoner till it 
was paid ; or, if he was detained by fome juil 
impediment, that the lord high-iteward of Scot- 

• I have been the more careful to infert thofe names, becaufc, 
they are all takcA from records. 

land. 
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^^' »3ss- Jand, the lord of Douglts, Thomav Morray^ 
and John of the IfleSy&ould come aad ikppljr 
hisplace.** : ^ * 

The Scot! ' Tbefe articles, whatever the Scotch vaiteis 
liihfnoura- ^^7 pretcBd, afiord fame ground fbr the alle^ 
i^«TtJby e^t^on of the Englifh writers, that Dai^ was 
uuiikiag. too fond of his laerty. Thcflcft his tide to 
the crown fiill queftionahle, and difaliowed bf 
the £ngl£(h, while Balioi's claim cemainpd oin^ 
eKtinguilhed ; the ranfom^money was a lacger 
fum than Scotland, iniher then exhauficd fiat^ 
, could furnifti ; and, whut wajs ftill worfe, jk^ 
regard was had to the inteceAs of the ;Frend^ 
who had ferved David fo^ithftJly. In fad, the 
nobility of Scotland thought the terms fo dif- 
advantageous and diihonourable, that they re- 
jected them. This was a great difappointment to 
Edward, who with his fon, the prince of Wales, 
had not only ratified the treaty, but hadifiued 
writs, commanding all the nobility and gentry 
in the neighbourhood of Newcaftle to attend 
him with their beft equipages, that they might 
he prefent at the delivery of David into the 
hands of his own fubjefts, and at receiving the 
hoftages in his room. The refufal of the Scots 
to ratify this treaty broke off all farther con- 
ferences, and occafional incurfions between the 
two nations were renewed ; though we know , 
of few or none of the particulars till the e3;pi-s 
ration of the truce in 1 355. 

John, 
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. John, by this time, t*d fticcccded his father, P;^^^^^; 
Philip de Vrtflift ip the throne of Frapce. No» i;^*^J!^;^j 
thing <^puld have l^^en pipre fprtpn^te for him| 
confid^fing the tarms upoa which he fipod 
with'Edward, than the rpjcftion of the treaty 
(?f T^i^fom by the Scots, whom he refolved to 
fqpport. He aco^rdingly fent over one of hU 
beft kaight^, Etjgene de Gargiieiere, with fixty 
ehofen officers, loiights apd efquires, and forty 
thoufiind crowns of the fun, to pnable the Scots 
to CQAtiaiie the Wftr with England, which was 
the ej^^reifl condidoQ of thia ibafonable fupply. 
According to Fordun (who^^ words are e3(- 
frem^ly remarkable on this occafion) David 
himfelf and his nobility agreed to this condi* 
tioH ; *• and the Scots (fays the fame hiftorian) 
who frequently lo(e a pound for a penny, be* 
ing feduced by the teniptation of the gold^ 
promifed to make war upon England'' The 
«loney, according to dl hiflorians, was di- 
vided between the guardian and the great men j 
and little or none of it was beftowed upon the 
gaiddling or inferior rapks. 

So confiderable a fiipply enabled the guar- ^^g^"*^ 
4ian and his friends once more to take the field 
Upon the e;$piration of the truce, but ^ot be* 
' fpre the Engliih had dei^royed the Lothians 
and Douglafdale. The earl of March and the 
lord William Douglas (whom we may fuppofe 
had been pardoned for the murder of his kinfi^ 
man) and Sir Will»» Rarofay gf t>9iko^fy$ 

Vol. in, i one 



5k ' T H E H I S T O R 1? 

A.D. 1355. PJi^ of the beft and braveft of the Scotch gene- 
rals, affembled a ftrong party to revenge them* 
. felvcs upon the Engliih. When they cantie to 
Nifbit-Moor, they ambuflied themfelves and 
their French auxiliaries (according to Fordun) 
under a mountain ; but Ramfay being detached 
with a body of light-horfe, made an inroad as 
far as Norham, which he burnt, and pbindered 
the adjacent country. The Englifll marchers 
hearing of this inroad, attacked Ramfay ; and, 
by making a flow retreat, he encouraged them 
to follow him till he drew them into the am- 
bufli at Nifbit, where they found themfelves^ 
forrounded by a fuperior body of the Scots, 
by whom they were totally defeated. Sir Tho- 
mas Gray zhd his fon, with Sir John DacreSy 
and other gentlemen of diftindtion, were taken 
prifoners, on the part of the Englifli, after a; 
brave defence ; but the Scots loft two of their 
beft officers. Sir John Haliburton, and Sir James 
Turnbull. 

The Scots being joined by Stuart, the Scotch 

who nairm ^^ j * 

the town of carl of Angus, they refolved, by the favour of 
night, to make ah attempt upon the town of 
Berwic. Their defign was to furprife it by an 
efcalade ; but they met with fo vigorous a re- 
fiftance, that Sir Thomas Vaux, Sir Andrew 
Scot of Balwirie, Sir John Gordon, Sir Wil- 
liam Sinclair, Sir Thomas Prefton, and Sir 
Alexander Mowbi*ay were killed in the attack, 
which, however, proved fuccefsful. The place 

was 
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was taken by ftorm, with the lofs of Sir Alex- a.d. i^a, 
ahder Ogle, the governor. Sir Edward Gray, 
and Sir Thomas Piercy, brother to the lord of 
that name. It is to the honour of theScots^ 
that none of the garrifon were put to the fword' 
but thofe who refifted. This acquifition was of 
no great importance to' the Scots, as the caflle 
ftill held out; and Edward, hearing in France 
of the lofs of the town, hurried back to Lon- 
don. Fordiin gives us a ihore particular ac- 
count of this exploit. He tells us, that it had 
beeti planned by Stuart earl of Angus, in con* 
cert with the earl of March; that the former 
having got together fonie fhipping, landed his' 
men and their ladders near the town ; and that 
mounting the walls, they bore down all oppo-- 
fttion, while the townfmen abandoned to the 
aflailants all their rich efFeds and moveables; 
and that Ogle's fon was killed in the attack. 

The Scots having befieged the caftle of Ber- 
wic, Edward ftaid but three days at London^ 
where his parliament was fitting, and marched 
northward to raife the fiege. It was the twenty- 
third of December, 1 355, before he reachedDur-- 
ham, where he appointed all his military tenants 
to attend him on thefirft of January, 1356, in ^^ 

order (as he expreffed it in his ^its) to deprefs ^^"***- 
the malice of the Scots, who were ready to 
invade England with a great army. He was 
attended by the famous Sir Walter Manny, 
one of the beft of his generals, a large body of 
I 2 miners 
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For lull. 
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jLD.tssi miners btought frotn the foreft of Dean^ ftfldm 
welI-]provided fleet He arrived before Borwitt 
on the fourteenth of Jamiary^ and entered th« 
caiUe without oppofition. Bein|f mafter of th€ 

whSchu fea, the Scots who held the town offered t<» 
capitulate* Here hifiorians differ, but they 
agree as to the event. The relation of Fordun^ 
as it is the moft authentic, is the moft proba^ 
ble. He fays, that the Scotch garrifon, being 
unprovided with the means of fubMence, hav- 
ing no profpeft of relief (as their main body 
had returned home), and knowing that their 
leading men were at variance among them- 
felves, agreed to a capitulation, by which they 
were fuffered to march off with the fafety of 
their lives, limbs, and all their efiefts. For- 
dun's relation is not materially contradifted by 
the Englifli authors; and the Seotch tdl us, 
that their countrymen fet lire to the town, and 
abandoned it. 

The re-poffeffion of Berwic by Edward pro^ 



Baliol rc- 

fign« his duced a fiffnal cffefl. Baliol, unfeelinff as he 

pretenfions ^ *^ . 

to the was of difgrace and dependence, now perceived 
scoUand. ' that all the hopes which Edward had Aiiffered 
him to entertain of the Scotch crown," were 
vain and imprafticable ; and, what perhaps 
never happened in a fimilar cafe, that the 
greater his and his father's fucceffes had beenj^ 
they were the farther removed from the object 
of their ambition, through the fixed averfion 
which' the people of Scotland had for flavery. 
" • He 
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fie WftS fiow<dd> broken in fpiritas in fortune* A«asss^ 
Ht had no lawful iflue^ and had reaped no be^ 
nefitfrom his being a brave and fuceefsful war* 
tiof. Edward, on the <:piltfary, had a nume<» 
rous femily to provide for, and had the crown 
of Scodand in his eye for his fon, prince Lionel^ 
^arl of Uiftcr, hi6 lifter having nd children by 
David. Add to thofe confideration^, that a 
powerful fadidn in Scotland ftill recognized 
Balior^ claim to lh6 crown* Thofe circum^ 
ftantesj when coUefttd, ratiOiially account for 
the ftep which Baliol now took, -of retiring, 
upon a comfortable fubfiftence, to a private 
life, by refigning to Edward all hii right and 
title to the crown of Scotland, and all his in« 
tcr^ft there. The bargain Was fodft (brack; 
and it was agreed, that he ihould f^eeive out 
of the cufloms of the towft Of Kingfton upon ^ 
tiull, and thofe of Bofton,.two thoufand and 
fifty pounds a yesur. Fordun informs us of a 
^ifcumftancfe not at all improbable, that having 
met with Edward at the caftle Of Roxbui^. 
he there put into his hands, by way of invefti- 
ture, his crown, and fome earth and (h>nes 
from the Scottifh foil; « and (fays honeft For^ 
dun) he in faft gaVe him nothing at all, for he 
had nothing that he could legally give.'* I 
have adhered to Fordun's account of this tranf- 
aclion, becaufe it is confirmed by Engliih re* 
cords. Edward was then at the head of a noble 
afmy in England, and in high 6Xpe.ftation of 

being 
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if. 0:1356. being able to cany into execution his bargain 
with BalioL The Scots fecretly dreaded his 
power, and endeavoured to divert him from 
invading their country. The guardian called 
a parliament at Perth,- and the bifliops of St; 
Andrew's and Brechin, Sir William - Living- 
fton, and Sir Robert Erffcine were appointed 
plenipotentiaries and comnjiiffioner^ to treat 
about the redemption of the king, and^ a final 
peace with England. The earl of Douglas and 
fbme of his followers, about the fame time, were 
adniitted into Edward's prefence at Roxburgh, 
and feemed difpofed to confer with him about 
a fubmiflion ; but with no other view (if we' 
are to believe Englifli authors) than to give 
their countrymen time to carry themfelves and 
their cflFeds to the north of the Forth; and to 
defolate ihc country through which they knew 
Edward was preparing to march. Edward, 
on the other hand, was the more willing to 
negociate, as he was waiting for his ihips ; but 
Douglas and the Scotch noblemen foon made 
him fenfible of their intention, by flatly de- 
claring, that they would rather die than fubmit 
to his demands. 

Edward was preparing to make the Scots 
feel the moft fevere efFefts of his refentment, 
when he underftood that his fleet, on which he 
had fo great a dependence, was wrecked on 
the coaft of Scotland. According to Fordun, 
he had, by. this time, marched together with 
- ■ Baliol 



KJward 
Seoclaad. 



F S C O T L A N D. dj 

Baliol as far as Haddington, being fnpplied A.D.1351. 
all the way from his fleet ; and they remained 
there for ten days. During his marxrb, his 
army was harrafled on every quarter by parties 
of the Scots, and his foragers cut off. His 
fljeet no fooner arrived in the Frith of Forthj 
than the mariners landing* deftrayed and pil« 
laged all that was within their reach, without 
fparing the iacred edifices, and even carried off 
with them ftatues of the bleffed Virgin, adorn* 
ed with coftly bracelets, and other ornaments 
of gold and jewels. They loaded the monks 
and other eccleliaftics with chains,, and forced 
them on board their ihips ; and, in Ihort, all * 
Fife and Lothian was a continued fcene of de* 
folation, when the deftruftion of their fleet 
happened, which, as the reader may eafily 
apprehend, Fordun afcribes to the facrilege of 
their foldiers and failors. Whatever may be 
in this, it is certain, that Edward was obliged 
to return to England with Baliol, without b&r 
ing able to complete the fchemes either of his 
revenge or ambition. 

The brave prince of Wales was, at this time, u& of the 
rendering his name immortal, by the noble bauio^f^* 
exploits he was performing in France, where p«^^^*"* 
he gained the battle of Poitiers, and took the 
French king, John, and one of his fons pri* 
foners. We are told by Fordun, that William, 
who was afterwards earl of Douglas, carried 
over three thouiand Scots to the aflifiance of 

John, 
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A.D.S35«. John, who knighted him and feveial of his 
countrymen* Sir Andrew Stuart, Sir Robert 
Gordon, Sir Andrew Haliburton, »nd Sir An<* 
drew Vaux, are mentioned as having fallen in 
the field of battle. The lord Douglas vru 
carried off wounded i the lord Archibald P^i^g^ 
laa (who I fuppofe ww his fpn) was X9ad« a 
priibner, together with Sir William K^^^Y { 
but the latter, with an uncommoQ prefencf of 
mind, treating lord Archibald in » cparfe man^* 
ner, as if he had beep his menial fervant, pro^ 
cured him his liberty for a trijSe- Tbis flow of 
fuccefs upon £dwa^d feemed to render him 
more tradUble ; and he ^beg^n to Uften to pro-» 
pofals of a truce which wera fent him by pop^ 
Innocent, and which a^ualJy was concluded 
for two years, on the twenty-third of M^rch, 
,557^ 1357,-bctwecn France and England, in which 
the Scots were comprehended* It is foreign to 
my prcfent purpofe tp enter into the reafons 
which determined Edward to this fiep, which 
was followed foon after by one ftill more ex- 
traordinary, which was his agreeing^ on the 
eighth of May, to a fpeoial truce with Scot- 
land by a feparate treaty, in which David^ for 
the firft time, is ftilcd King of Scotland. Next 
Daiid'8 followed a negotiation for fetting that prince 
at liberty ; and he was, for that purpofe, con- 
duftcd to Berwic. William bifliop of Sf. An- 
drew's, Thomas bifliop of Caithnefs, Patrick 
bifhop of Brechin, and chancellor of Scotland^ 

Patrick 
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Patric 6arl of March, Sir Robert Erikine, and a. d. 1357. 
Sir William Livingfton, ^ere plenipotentiaries 
on the part of the Scots as before^ and commif- 
fioned by Robert Stuart, guardian of Scotland, 
in a full council of the kingdom, (for fo it feems 
the parliament was then called) holden at Edin- 
burgh on the twenty-fixth of September. Be- 
fides thofe commiffioners, others were named 
by the feparate orders of parliament ; fomc for 
the clergy, fome for the nobility, and others for 
the burroughs, to watch over the concerns of 
their rfefpeftive conftituents. The commiffioirers 
for England were John archbifliop of York, 
Thomas bifhop of Durham, Gilbert bifliop of 
Carlifle, and the lords Percy, Nevil, Scroop, and 
Mulgrave, who, on the third of Odober, came 
to this final agreement : 

"Firft, That king David fliould be releafed, 
fet free ind ranfomed for a huiidrcd thoufand 
merks fterling money, to be paid yearly by ten 
thoufand merks ; the firft payment to begin at 
MidfUmmer next following at Berwic, if then 
in the hands of Che Englifli. 

" Secondly, That there fhould be a firm truce 
kept and obferv^d in England, Scotland, and 
the Ifle of Man, during the fpace of ten years, 
or at leaft till the whole fum was paid ; and that 
Edward de Baliol, and John of the Ifles, as allies 
of the king of England, fiiould be included in 
this truce. 

Vol. in. K "Thirdly, 
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A. D. X35S. cc Thirdly, That for performance of the whole 
treaty, king David ihould deliver twenty hof- 
tages to the kin^ of England ; and thefe were 
the fame who, in the preceding treaty of the 
year 1354, had befen fingled out for the fame 
purpofe, viz. the heirs of the high-fteward, the 
carls of Sutherland, March, and Wigton, and of 
• the lords Cunningham, Graham, Livingfton, 
Erlkine, Fullerton, Stuart of Damlcy, Hay of 
Lochinwaret, Gray, Weems, Kennedy, Berkley^ 
and others. 

. ** Fourthly, That if the money was not paid 
at the terms agreed on, king David himfelf 
Ihould return into England, and render himfelf 
prifoner, there to remain till all the arrears of 

• his ranfom were difcharged j but in cafe he were 
hindered from going thither, that then he fhould 
fend in his ftead the lord high-fteward of Scot- 
land, the lord of Douglas, and Thomas Murray; 
or failing of them, three others of the higheft 
quality. And fo fecure were the Engliih, with 
reference to this article, that they not only oblig- 
ed king David to fwear to the performance of 

• it, but alfo to declare himfelf infamous, and 
degraded from all honours and dignities; 
and, which was more, to order and command 
his own fubjefts to expel him, as unworthy 
to be their king, in cafe he Ihould ever oflFer 
to infringe it. . And, as if this was not 
enough, ' ' 

"Fifthly, 
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** Fifthly, The king, with his prelates, lords, a,d. t35». 
and merchants, make themfelves liable to the 
cenfures of the church, and are willing to be de- 
prived of the communion of the faithful, in 
cafe they ihould fail to pay the money at the 
terms above-mentioned ; nay, each of them, in 
particular, obliges himfelf, as principal debtor, 
for the whole fum." 

During the differences between the regency w^^'» » 
of Scotland aijd Edward, the latter afFefted to 
treat John lord of the Ifles as a prince, or noble- 
man, independent of David ; and particular care 
was taken in the treaty, that no part of David's 
tanfom fliould be raifed upon his eftates. I have 
already mentioned a nobleman under the fame ' 

denomination, who probably was defcended 
from Donald Bane ; but the total difregard of 
literature in the iflands where his intereft or 
cftate lay, leaves us entirely at a lofs for his ge- 
nealogy. Some of the chief families of the 
Macdonalds (if 1 miftake not) claim to be his 
defcendcnts. The comprehenfion of Edward 
Baliol, in the fame treaty, was equitable ; for, as 
he was now no longer a pretender to the crown, 
it could be confidered in no other light than as 
an indemnification granted him for all he had 
afted at Edward's inftigation againft the king- 
dom of Scotland. David being reftored to full 
liberty, ratified his treaty of ranfom, as did his 
parliament, in a full council, affembled at Scone Jj"'^^*' 
on the fixth of the enfuing November; and on ^9« 
K2 , the 
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A.D. 1358^ the eighth of the fame month king Edward both 
ratified the treaty, and ordered Sir Archibald 
Douglas, John Gordon, William de Toures, and. 
fome other Scotch gentlemen (becaufe made 
prifoners during the truce) to be fet at liberty. 
Mercenary Pcrhaps no traufa^ou in the hiflory of Scot- 
Zl7d.^^^^' 1^^^ reflefts more honour than this does upon 
then ation. Edward was then in the heighth of his 
glory. He had the French king in chains ; he had 
rejected the empire of Germany, as not worthy 
his acceptance ; and, what gave him his moil dif-« 
tinguiflied glory, he was father to Edward prince 
of Wales. He was far from being a monarch ex- 
travagantly generous, for he was ftriftly atten« 
tive to l^s intereft, and necefljty alone had 
obliged him to reftore David to, his kingdom^ 
and Scotland to her independency, which he 
and his family had for above feventy years en- 
deavoured to deftroy, at an expence greater,, 
perhaps, than the fee-fimple of Scotland, after 
her kings were ftript of their Englifli domi- 
nijons, would have amounted to. This mighty 
event could be only owing to the determined 
fpirit of a people fo averfe to flavery, that Ed- 
ward found it could not be fubdued by their 
moft difallrous fortunes ; and his owning David 
to be king of Scotland, entirely fet afide all the. 
flattering profpefts he had entertained from his 
late bargain with Bal|oL The very complec- 
tion of the ti^aty is a proof that Edward was 
aftuated by no fentiment of generofity; that 

every 
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every ftipulati<» tended to fccurc to him the a.d,i3s«. 
payment of the ranfom money, and to kjeep the 
Scots inadive for ten years, till it was difr 
charged. 

David, upon his return to Scotland, was.re- Faiftoodof 
ceived by his fubjefts vrith tranfports of joy« authon. 
Engliih authors pretend that he was under obli**^ 
gations never to bear arms againfl: the king of 
England, or to fuffer his fubjed:s to do fo ; and 
Ukewife to do his utmoft endeavours to perfuade 
his parliament, that the crown of Scotland 
might be held by homage to that of England^ 
The repetition of thofe falfhoods confute them* 
It is plain that David's liberty was owing to the 
neceffity Edward was under to grant it. Some 
Engliflx authors have mentioned previous tranf- 
adions to have ptt^d between him and David; 
but of thefe I can take no cognizance, as none 
appear upon record. Knighton fpeaks of three 
Scotch pirate ihips, with no lefs than three hun- 
dred chofcn men at arms, who did great damage 
by cruizing upon the coafts of England, but 
were brought to juftice, being forced by ftrefs of 
weather into Yarmouth-haven. More modern 
authors tell us, that while David was confined 
in Nottingham-caftlc, he curioufly engraved, 
with his own hands, on the walls, which were 
of rock, the whole ftory of our Saviour's paffion; 
but little credit is to be given to traditions of 
this kind, as David feems never to have been a 
clofe prifoner in England. 

The 



Speed. 
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A. p. i35«. The firft quota of David's ranfom was ptinc*- 
pielfedwith tually paid on the twenty-fourth of June 1358^ 
*'*'' and we arc told that, in confequence of a private 
proniife made to king Edward, he demolifhed 
the cafiles of Dalfwinton, Dumfries, Morton, 
and Durifdere. About this time died, at an jad- 
vanced age, the lady Cbriftian Bruce, filler to 
Robert the firft, and widow of Sir Andrew Mur- 
ray, the governor of Scotland, and was buried 
at Dumfermling. Without launching too far 
into conjeftures, I muft be of opinion that the 
Scots, in confenting to David's ranfom, had a 
greater regard for their own honour and inde- 
pendency than for his perfon. Had he fliewn 
more magnanimity and firmnefs, than he did 
during his captivity, I am apt to think it would 
not have been fo long ; and it certain, that he 
returned to Scotland with great prepoffeflions 
againft the guardian. In the firft parliament 
he held, he accufed him of having betrayed him 
at the battle of Durham, where he was made 
prifoncr. We know nothing of the defence 
wK)m he made by the guardian againft this charge, which 
I believe to have been falfe and frivolous ; but 
we are told that David acted upon the occafion 
in an arbitrary and unconftitutional manner, for 
he altered the order of fucceffion to his crown, 
by transferring it from the great-fteward to his 
other nephew, fon to the earl of Sutherland, by 
his youngeft fiften 

David, 



difiaLerits. 
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David, upon examining his finances, or per- A.D.135S 
haps, more properly fpeaking, the fentiments of tbns^S!^ 
his great men, eafily perceived that it would be ^°****^ 
next to impoffible for him to difcharge his ran- 
fom, according to the ftipulated agreement with 
Edward. His queen Jane had always lived in 
tolerable good correfpondence with her brother; 
and foon after David's return to Scotland, he 
fcnt her to be a kind of agent for him at the 
court of England, to procure fome mitigation 
in the terms of payment. Her attendance was 
fplendid, but her fuccefs indifferent ; and David 
followed her in perfon towards the end of the 
yjcar 1 358. In the Chriftmas following, Edward 
indulged himfelf in dining between his two 
royal captives of France and Scotland ; for David 
was confidered as a prifoner till his ranfom 
Ihould be difcharged, and he is termed fuch in ' 
his fafe-conduft fent him by Edward on that 
oecafion. All the favour that the joint-foUici- 
tations of David and his queen could obtain, 
was a refpite of the fecond payment of the ran- 
fom money, from Midfummer 1359 to the 
eleventh of November following. Some other 
trifling arrangements were made, particularly 
a treaty of commerce between the two na- 
tions; and permiffion was obtained for the 
youth of Scotland to ftudy in the Englifli uni- 
verfities. Knighton has faid that David, to get 
rid of liis debt, offered to attend and affift Ed- 
ward in his wars with France j but this is de- 
nied 
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A*D. 1359. nicd by the Scotch writers, becaufe, had it been 
true, hiftory would not have been the only 
evidence to confirm it, as .Edward undoubt^ 
edly would have made ufe of fuch an ofFer to 
break the good Underftanding between France 
artd Scotland. 
Heflindsan This was fo far from being the cafe, that 

cmbafTy to 1 1 • 1 • 't 

.France. David no fooncr returned to his own kingdom^ 
than he gave a comrtiiffion to Sir Robert Er- 
Ikine, Sir John Grant, , and Norman Lcflie, his 
armour-bearer, to repair, as his ambaifadorS, to 
France, and there to renew the old league be- 
tween the two nations, or rather to follicit the 
dauphin, who ^as then the regent of France, 
for the money that was due for his ranfom, 
next payment. This muft be acknowledged to 
have been a ver^ extraordinary ftep, when we 

* confider the diftreffed fituation of France at 

this time, and that her king was ftill a prifoner 
in England. On the other hand, John arid his 
nobles, with the regent at their head, were 
feemingly at variance. He had made concef- 
fions to Edward that they refufed to ratify, and 
nothing could have been of more fervice at that 
time, to their affairs, than an invafion of Eng- 
land by the Scots. The regent appointed Simon 
de Bucy chevalier, and John Chalemart confeil- 
ler du toy, to tif eat with the Scotch plenipoten- 
tiaries. All parties being met, the latter pro- 
duced the treaty of ranfom, expatiated upon 
their king's good faith towards France, that to 

it 
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It all his misfortunes, and thofe of his people, ^,^^^^$$0 
were owing ; and that to preferve it, he had re- , 
j^ded the moft. advantageous offers from the 
king of England* They concluded by frankly 
acknowledging that David was in no condition 
to difcharge his ranfom ; that he looked upon 
the obligations he was under, not to break with 
England while it was unpaid, to be indifpenfible} 
but that if the French would ailift him t6 pay; 
it, he would immediately make a war of diver<4 
fion upon Edward, 

The reader can easily figure to himfelf, that Part of 
the anfwer returned by the French contained fom^palii.** 
reciprocal profeflions and complaints of their 
calamities ; that the king and chief nobility 
were prifoners; but they offered, by the follow-* 
ing Eafter, if the Scots would renew* the war 
againfl England, to advance them fifty thoufand 
marks fterling, to enable them, with the addi* 
tion of twenty thoufand marks to be advanced 
by themfelves, to defray the total fum pf 
David's ranfom. It is more than probable that 
the French, by this promife, meant only ta 
amufe the Scots, till they could prevail upoa 
them to break with Edward. They remitted 
an article in a former treaty, by which the Scots 
were obliged to furnifli the French with five 
hundred horfe, and as many archers ; and the 
treaty was figned on the twenty-ninth of June 
1359, I Jim apt to think, with little good faith 
on either fide; but th& Scots undoubtedly werc^ 

Vol. ill. h the 
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i^9.sf6A the gainers. Edward, afeout that time, \k%A 
invaded France, with an intention to fhbdue 
it totally ; but es!afperated as he was with that 
fegency, he thought pro|M5r to ToOthe the Scots, 
fo as to prevail with them to continue quiet 
during his abfence. The ttiport of the kte 
treaty with France feems to have been but in- 
differently received,, as no provifion was made 
for difcharging the fecond payment till above 
fiM months after it waa due. It was, bowevef, 
punftually paid, part at Bruges, and part at 
Calais ; though the modern Scotch hiftorians 
have been fo negligent, that they are at a lofir 
to know how it was raifed. Had they looked 
Joto Fordun, they ^ouM have feeil, that Sir 
Robert Erfkinc, NornKihLcfly, andfome othef 

jsJi^boi. ^^^^ perfons, went from Paris to the pope^s 
<ourt, and obtained a grant of the tenth of att 
the ecclefiaftical revenues in Scotland for three 
years, btrt with an ixprefs condition, that the 
,jgj^ church fhould be ' no farther taxed for the 
king's ranfbm ; " ufpon which (fays oiir old 

Fordun. Rift oriah) they returned very joyful to their 
6wn country.*' We underftand, however, that 
David paid no farther regard to this buM, than 
to raife the money it granted; for, notwith-' 
ftanding aH the remonftrances of his clergy, he 
forced them afterwards to pay in proportion 
with the nobility, and the other great land* 
holders of his kingdom; ** but to this (afldi 
Fordun) the ckrgy made a ftout refiftiricc.^ • 
.. ■ '•^' ■ •■ "'la 
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I9 tl^t mean time, feycral remarkable events a; a 13^1. 
iiappe9e4 iu Scotland. Pavixl's exceUent queen» scodaod. 
J^e» h^4 4ied at Hertford; in JEngland^iand 
iva» buried at l^ondou* ift the Grey Friars 
chv&rch tlierej and £> ma^y ipundations had 
happen^ in LothtaP) as had laid th^ greater 
part of it under water. The death of queen 
Jane, whofe conjugal virtues cannot be fuffi- 
ciently admired, fo far from creating any cold* 
nefs between David and Edward, bade fair to 
Unite them more clofely than ever, Edwaj4 
ws^s, by this time, become fenfible how im- 
prafticable it was to fubdue Scotland by arms ; 
but he thought a fair opportunity then pre* 
fented to add it to his kingdom by treaty. H^ 
knew that David was exceffively uneafy about 
the remainder of his arrears for ranfom, a^id thaf 
h^ had underta.ken more than he could perform. 

Great part of the year 1363 had pafled 1^6%. 
IfK^ithout any remarkable event that is maorked 
Jn the Scotch hiftorieSc AH we know is, that 
David, in that time, paid feveral viiits. to 
the Englilh court; that many treaties were a federal 
fetonfoot between him and Edward; and at ;otd?''^ 
laft it was propofed to treat of a final peace be? 
tween the two nations ; nor do we find that 
the French ever paid any part of the money 
which they had promifed by the conventiwi of 
Paris. Without leading the reader through 
labyrinths. of appointments and records, it i* 
iiifficient to inform him, that David appointed 

L 2 William 
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A. 17.1363. William bifliop of St. Andrew's, Patrick bi- 
ihop of Brechin, Sir Robert Erikine, and Nor- 
man Lefly, to be his commiffioners for the 
definitive treaty ; and on the twenty-ninth of 
Navember, the veiy remarkable agreement 
which the reader will find in the notes *, was 

• ** I. That towards t final pfeace, and a happy union of the two 
kingdoms, the king of Scotland ihould propofe to the commu- 
tiityof hi6 fubjefts, that in cafe he himfelf fliould die without 
iieirs of liis own body, (which God^forbid, fays the record) they 
would agree and confent that the king of England, and his heirs* 
ihould fucceed him in the throne ; which, if they could be pre- 
vailed upon to do, in that cafe, the king of England, as an equl<* 
Valent for f^ great a conceflion, was to undertake, 
' **II. That he (hould forgive, and for ever difcharge the whol^ 
Ibm ftJU due for the ranfom of king David. 

" III. That he ftiould inftantly furrender and give up to king 
l^avid, and the crown of Scotland, all the towns and territories 
formerly poifefTed by king Robert Bruce, particularly the town, 
caiUc, and county of Berwic , the caille of, and neighbouring 
country to, Roxburgh; the cailles of Jedburgh, Lochmaben^ 
.fcc. 

'* IV. That he (hould give full (ktisfadlion, and eqpiv24ent eftates 
5n England, to the earl of Athol, and the lords de Beaumont, 
Percy, Ferrers, Talbot, &c. for their claims and former poffef-* 
^ons in Scotland. - 

" V. That he ftiould rcpone king David to all the rights, dig*, 
pities, and territories (that is, to the counties of Northumber- 
land, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, Hnntington, palatinate of 
CheHer, &c.) his anceftors and predecefTors had ever enjoyed in 
England ; provided, neverthelefs, that he and his heirs, kings of 
Scotland, fhoald do homage for them allenarly, and not at all for 
the kingdom of Scotland itfelf, to the king of England and. 
Jus heirs. 

. ** VJ. That in all events, the name, title, and dignity of the 
kingdom of Scotland, ihould be honourably and inviolably pre- 
ierved, without union (they meant an incorporating one, no 
doubt) or connexion to that of England ; and that, for this effeft, 
the foycreign of both fliould be ftilcd " The Kings," in the plui-al 
number, or otherwife, "The King of England and Scotland." 
^ «VJI. That the faid fovereign, after being crowned king o£ 
]6nglaud; fliould come in perfon, and be alfo crowned king of 
i- • ' • Scotland 
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drawn up, in the prefenpe of the two kings, a,d.i36|# 
for a fcederal union, by which David was to 

Scotland at Scdoh, in the marble chair, which {hould forthwith 
be tranfmitted from London to Scoon. 

"VIII. That he (hould keep his Scots parliament within the 
bounds of Scotland, and no where elfe. 

" IX. That, at his coronation, he (hould fwear to maintain tha 
church of Scotland free and independent of all archbiftiops and 
others i^hoever, the Sec of Rome only excepted ; as alfo the laws 
and ftatutes made by the good kings of Scotland ; and fhould call, . 
nor fuffer no Scotfman to be called out of the kingdom of Scot- 
land, to any judicatory in being. 

**^X. That he ihould fu^er no ecclefiaftical dignities, nor re« 
venues, within Scotland to be conferred on any but Scotfmen. 

'*xr. That all temporal dignit]e» and places of profit, fuch as 
thefe of chancellor, chamberlain, judge, fteriff, provoft, baillie, 
guardians of towns and caftles within Scotland, fhould be cn- 
trufted with none but Scotfmen. 

. ** XII. That all prelates, earls, barons, freeholders, Should be 
maintained in the rights and privileges they then. enjoyed. 
' "XIII. That the eari of Douglas (hould be reponed to the 
lands enjoyed by his father and uncle in England. 

** XIV. That ^one of the grants made by the late king Robert, 
or the prefent king David, or any of their predeceflTors, ihould 
ever be recalled. 

"XV. That the merchants of Scotland (hould have full liberty 
0f commerce and trade with theEngli(h, and that theyihodd not 
be obliged td go any where, not even to Calais (the then ftapls- 
port for Engli(h wool, which was their grand, and perhaps only 
commodity) but might purchafe wool in England itfelf, upon 
paying but half a lAcrk cuftom for the fack of it. 

" XVI, That the fovereign, wherever he (liould thance to be, 
(hmild always have by him a council of Scots peers and lords, for 
the direction of Scots affairs. 

"XVII. That he (hould impofe no taxes upon Scotland, but 
fuchi as had been paid to, and exa6ked by^ the beft of Scots 
kings. 

"XVIir. That he (hould not oblige the Scots to ferve in the 
wars otherwife than was ufual before, nor (o keep the fields at 
tlieir own charges above forty days at a time ; and that, if the 
exigency of affairs required any of them to continue longer in the 
fervice, they diould be paid out of the i^xchequer, conform to 
theii' rank and quality. 

."XIX. 
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A.D.i3<5. be reftored to all the land$ which the greatdl 
of his predeceflbrs had held in England ; the 
» arrears of his ranfom was to be difcharged; 
the independency of Scotland upon the king-* 
dom of England was to be inviolably prcfervedi 
both in church and ftate, with many other 
fpecial honours and advantageji ;, but, in cafe 
of David's demife without iffue, the crown of 
Scotland was to go to the king of England and 
his heirs. 
It! tenn '^^^^ ^^^ extraordinary agreement undoubt- 

edly proves the great confequencc of Scotiaad 
in the eyes of Edward ; but it had a two-fold 
afpeA. Confidering it as a perfonal compaA 
between the two kings, it was equally advan- 
tageous and glorious for David. His nephew, 
the earl of Sutherland's fon, had been, for fome 
time, dead, and he continued to be MI ou 
very bad terms with the high-fteward. Ed- 
ward was his brother-in-law and near relatioa ;. 
and nothing was omitted in the agreement that 
could tend to the honour and independency of 
Scotland. Qn the other hand, when we view 
this tranfaclion in a national light, it was 

**XVC. That a» often as the fovereign fliould be crowned at 
Scoon, the articles of this agreement fhould be read to the king 
and people, and the former ihould take an oath to keep them ia- 
violable. ' 

««XX. In fine, That the king of England was willing to grant,- 
by the advice of his council, whatever elfe the three communi- 
ties of the kingdom of Scotland ihould aik for their ftirther fe- 
nirity and fatisfadtion. 

mean. 
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mean, defpotical^ and unconftitutional^ aib Da- a.i>.i36)^ 
vid had tio right to dif{>ofe of his crown, or to 
^ve his people a mafter, after his death; and 
the Scots, to tfadr imiAortal honour, confix ' 
dtfred the agreement in that light. Their king, 
(of whofe tnagaanimity, nott^ithfianding the 
f Qcomiums which have been laviflied upon him > 

by Abercromby, and other Scotch hiftorians, 
we have but a very flender opinion) during 
the dependence of this i^egociation, which 
leemd to have been of fome years continuance, 
had married a young lady, one Margaret Logy, Davift 
whom ForduH reprefenls as being of very high "**""*^* 
quality, though other hiftorians reprefent her 
as a private gentlewoman. It is amazing, as 
David might have been confidered as then in 
the vigQur of his age, that. this negociation 
could have continued fo long* Perhaps his 
marriagt was not: known tilt it was near its 
conclufion ; for I perceive, tha£ after the in* 
denture (as it is called) was drawn up, the 
EngUfli commifitoners ftatted the following 
, queftion; *^ What equivalent Edward was to 
have for the ceffions he was to make, if David 
ihould have children of his own body V^ No 
anfwer, that I know of, was given to this qnef^ 
tion, which was of great importance; and^ 
upon the whole, I am inclined to believe, that 
Edward was in no pain on account of the pro« 
l^Uty of David's having children, 
\ y/ \ AU 
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A. p. 136^ : AH the Scotch hiftorians, excepting Fordun^ 

A civil war 1 -i • • • 

iA Scotiaod. have treated this convention with unpardonable 
carelcffnefs* That honeft writer, who lived 
near, if not at, the time, tells us, that a con-^ 
fpiracy, or, in other words, a civil war, broke 
out between the kiiig and his fubjefts ; and that 
they entered into an aiTociation, ftrengtheried 
with their feals, to refill ^him/ The king. On 
the other hand, being furjiiflied -with money 
(I fuppofe from England) raifed troops; and 
the nation was, for fome time, a fcene 6f con- 
fufion and tumult. We underftahd, however^ 
from Fordun, that neither p^rty Was foiid of 
bringing matters to defperate extremities. The 
V nobility made the deepeft profeffioris of their 
loyalty and attachment to the king's perfon, 
, and he accepted of their fubmifSons. All %^6 

can learn from Fordun's narrative of this civii 
; Combuftion is, that the nation and the kinj^ 
•/ w^re then ujion very bad terms, which we can 
6nly attribute to David's unjuftifiable attempt 
to alter th6 fucceffion, in which he was der 
feated. His remaining without children ttn-» 
doubtedly^ contributed to the quiet of his do- 
minions, becaufe it left to Edward fome hopes 
/ of ftiU fucceeding in his defigns upon, Scotland. 
; The compaft I have mentioned being now en- 
* iirely at an end, and David having failed in 
the annual payments of his ranfom, he natfi^ 
William bifhop of St Andrew^s, Sir |lober< 

Erfkine^ 
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J£rfl:ine, Mr. Walter Wardlaw, and Mr. Gilbert a. a 1364. 
Armftrong, to be his plenipotentiaries for a 
pew treaty, towards the end of the year 1364; 
and on the twentieth of May, 1 365, the fol- ^ 
lowing articles were agreed on. 

" Firft, That, in regard the king of Scotland 'Ry™v. 
and his fubje&s had failed in their annual pay- treaty, 
ments, they ihould now, to avoid the penalties 
thereby incurred, become debitors to the king 
of Engbnd for the fum of one hundred thou*^ 
fand pounds fterling, to be paid by equal pro* 
portions within the ipace of twenty-five years, 
that is to fay, fix thoufand marks, became 
payable at the feaft of Candlemas next to come 
J 366, fix thoufand marks more at Candlemas 
1367, andfoon. 

" Secondly, That, during the faid fp?u:e of 
twenty-five years, there Ihould be a . truce be- 
tween the two kingdoms, unlefs either or both 
of the kings ihould rather chufe to renew the 
war: but that, however, 

^ Thirdly, The truce concluded at Berwic 
on the third of October, 1357, fliould be pro- 
longed till Candlemas next, and from thence 
tin Candlemas 1 370, that is, four years longer ; 
during which time means fliould be ufed to- 
wards bringing about a final peace ; but if that 
could not be effected, 

« Fourthly, The truce might neverthelefs be 
continued, conformable to tlie terms of the 
iirft and fecond articles : but if the king of 

Vol.. III. M ' England 
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A. D. 1365. England fliall rather chufe to renew the war, 
in that cafe the prefent obligation given to him 
for the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds 
fliail become null and void, and what money 
fliall be paid by the king of Scotland during 
the forefaid four years truce, fliall be deduced 
out of the fum of eighty thoufand marks, yet 
due as the remainder of his ranfom. Befides, 
the faid king of England fliall give warning to 
the faid king of Scotland of his defign of renew- 
ing the war half a year before he begins it. 

« Fifthly^ That if the king of Scotland fliall, 
after the four years truce is expired, think fit 
to renew the war, he fliall in the fame manner 
pre-advertife the king of England, and be ne- 
verthelefs obliged, as before, to pay the whole 
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds.'' 
ratified by '^^^ reader, from this new convention, may 
^^"'^^ eafily perceive how fixed the averfion of the 
Scots were to a foreign fway, or even to a fe- 
deral union with England. The treaty was 
ratified by David at Edinburgh on the twelfth, 
and by Edward at Windfor on the twentieth, 
of June, 1365 ; and we meet with but few inci- 
dents of David's reign after that event. He 
was puhftual in the ftated payments of his ran- 
fom-money for four years, during which, the 
truce was religioufly obferved ; and we may 
fuppofe that David fpent the intermediate time 
in repairing the ravages of the long war which 
his country had fuffered. His nephew, Robert 

Stuart, 
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Stuart, had renewed his oath of fidelity at a. d. 1365, 
Inchmurdach ; and confequently his right of 
fucceifion was, at the fame time, recognized 
by David and his parliament. Perhaps, if the 
truth was known, David had, at this tjmc, 
very little fway in the affairs of government, 
and was fupported by Edward, chiefly in hopes 
that he would ftill be able to form a party to 
fet afide the high-fteward's fucceflion in favour 
of thftt prince. This is the more probable, as 
we know from records that, during the years 
1365, 1366, and 1367, he and his queen, who ,36^. - 
was handfome and young, attended by a large Ryi^. 
train of courtiers and clergy, vifited England, 
and made pilgrimages to the moft noted flirines, 
under the ridiculous pretence of obtaining if- 
fue. Their favourite journies were to the 
ihrines of the Virgin of Walfingham, and St. 
Thoinas of Canterbury. It is foreign to my 
purpofe to enter into the differences which 
broke out, about this time, between the French 
court and the prince of Wales, and renewed 
the war between France and England, about 
the year 1369. The prince undoubtedly was 1369* 
betrayed into an improper conduft by the 
ftretches he had made in the treaty of Bretigny ; 
and the French had infidioufly availed them- 
fclves of every opportunity to declare it void. 
Edward was not infenfible how warmly the 
Scotch nation, in general, now inclined to an 
union with France rather than England, on 
Ma account 
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A. D. 1369. account of the fucceffion; and indeed we can 
only attribute it tq the inability of Charles^ 
^who had fuccceded John in that crown, that 
he did not fupply the Scots with -troops 
and money, to enable them immediately 
to take the field againft Edward. The lat- 
ter, to provide againft all events, ftrongly 
reinforced his gartifons of Newcaftle, Carlifle, 
Berwic, Roxburgh, and all the places he held 
upon the frontiers, or in the neighbourhood of 
Scotland. 
Patkncfs of The hiftory of Scotland, towards the end of 
hift^rT^ David's reign, is incredibly dark and perplexed. 
We ha2;ard little in faying, that he was now 
entirely under the influence of Edward. I fliall 
not, however, attribute to that influence an 
event which undoubtedly took place at this 
time, which was the repudiation of David's 
queen, on pretence (fay fome authors) of her 
mean defcent. It is certain, that flie was far 
from brooking her difgrace with patience ; for 
flie immediately repaired to the pope's court| 
which was then at Avignon, where fltc fo ef^ 
feftually fet forth her wrongs, that flie was 
received and entertained as a royal perfonage, 
^nd as David's lawful wife. After a fliort flay 
at Avignon, flie returned to Scotland, with a 
confirmation (as the Scotch hiftorians fay) of 
her marriage, David being enjoined to take her 
back to his bed under fevere penalties. We are 
in the dark as to thq eflfe<3: thofe menaces had, 
,. . . tut 
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but we are certai&.that the Scotch authors^ who a. d. 1369, 

Mtibket4H 

iay that ihe died on her return to Scotland^ wnteiu 

are miftaken ; for it appears by records, that 

(he was at Avignon in June 1 3729 and in March 

} g7^^ £4ward fent her a iafe^condud to remain 

in England for two y^ars. Upon the wholc^ 

there is reafon to believe that ihe was ill treated; 

but we know nothing of the time of her death. . r 

David, about the year 1 369, began to relax in 
the paymients of his ranfom, and, to keep well 
with Edward, he jrefufed to declare for the 
French. On the twentieth of July, he even 
obliged himfelf to obfervc the truce agreed to ^ber- 
with his dear brother king Edward, during the 
fpace of fourteen years, and to pay the fom of 
fifty-fix thoufand marks fterling, yet due for 
his ranfom, whereof four thoufand were pay- 
able every year at Candlemas, ** By this 
means (fays my author) the kingdom was eafed 
of the advance of two thoufand marks in the 
year, and yet was unable to pay the four thou- 
fand marks that had been ftipulated.'* This 
failure in the pundual payment of fo fmall a 
fum, renders it probable, that a very bad un- 
d^rftanding then fubfifted between him and hi& 
nobles; for in the year 1370, he undertook 1370. 
another journey to England, to qbtain fome 
farther abatement of his annual pajmients. ' We 
accordingly find that Edward indulged him in 
protrai^ing the day of the firft payment from 
the fecpnd of February to th^ twenty-fourth of 
June* It 
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A. D. 1370. it has been faid, but with very little appear- 
PaJlj/^ ance of truth, that this backwardnefs was ow- 
ing to his amaffing large fums in order to pay a 
vifit, or make an expedition, to the Holy Land. 
This journey is fuppofed to have been the laft 
public aft of David's life. Upon his return to 
Edinburgh he died on the twenty -fecond of 
1370.71. February, 1370-71 ^, in the forty-firft year of 
his reign, and the forty-eighth of his age, 

* As an irrefragable proof of the careleiHiefs of Buchanan, and- 
other Scotch hiftorians, in a fa6t fo recent as the death of David 
the fecond, they tell us, that he died at his caftle of Edinburgh 
on the fevcnth day of May, in the thirty-ninth year of his reign, 
and the forty-feventh of his age ; " but (fays Abercromby very, 
truly) they are certainly mi'ftaken, both as to the year of his 
reign and the day of his death j for I find two writs among Mr. 
Rymer's Colleftions, under his own feal, the one dated at Edin- 
burgh tKe twentieth of July, 1369; the other at London the 
fourth of June, 1370 J both which were drawn up in the qua. 
rantifme, that is, the fortieth year of his reign. Nay, from our 
own records, examined and cited by the learned editors of Haw- 
thornden's Works, Anno 171 1, it appears, that at leaft twenty 
charters have been granted by him after the day on which they 
fay he died, viz. one dated the ninth, another the fifteenth, a 
. third and a fourth on the eighteenth of September : one the 
eighteenth, three the twenty -fecond, three the twenty-third, one 
the twenty- fourth, and one the twenty-feventh of Odlober: two 
the firft, and one the ninth of November : one on the thirty-firft 
of December : two on the twenty-fixth, and one on the twenty- 
ninth of January, 1370 (that is, according to our prefent com- 
putation, 1371)'. and all thefe bear exprefsly that they were' 
grant€d in the forty-firft year of his reign." 

The accurate Ruddiman," in his preface to Mr. Andcrfon's 
Seleftus Diplomatum & Nuraifmatum Scotiae Thefaurus, makes' 
it very plain, that, by an unaccountable overfight, occafioned 
perhaps by David's long abfence in France, the firft year of his 
reign is always mentioned as the fecond, and the fecond as the 
third, to the laft year of his life. The fame ingenious antiquary 
has been at great pains in confuting the pretended fubmiffions of 
his independency, which David is faid to have made to Edward 5 

but 
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From the view I have been able to exhibit of a.d. 1571. 
.David's reign, I muft be of opinion, that he was tei!*^ "*^ 
in the main a poor-fpirited prince, and that he 
had little befides perfonal valour to recommend 
him. It is true, that great part of his life was 
fpent in exile or captivity; but his compliances, 
firft with the French, and then with the Englilh 
monarch, and above all, his attempts to alter the 
fucceffion, are not to be vindicated. So far as 
we can prefume at this diflance of time, they 
created an irreconcileable breach between him 
and his great fubje^s ; nor could he ever regain 
their confidence, though we are told that he 
was reconciled to his nephew the high-fteward, 
his lawful heir, and declared him hi5 fucceffor. 
During his refidence in England, he diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf in the martial amufements which 
were then fo much in vogue at that gallant, 
but luxurious, court ; and he acquired a tafte for 
magnificent equipages ; but Edward appears 
never to have treated him with any remarkable 
cohfideration, either of perfon or rank. His dif- 
regard pofiibly proceeded from the mean opi- 
nion he had of his magnanimity and conftancy, 
and the fame motive might influence the 
French king likewife; for though David's 
iiiendfhip muft have been of the utmoft fervice 
to his affairs, I do not find he ever trufted him 

but as they are giyen up by the beft Englifti hiftorians as forge- 
ries, and indeed confute themfelvcs, I Ihall forbear giving any 
extracts of his arguments. 

after 
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^.D. 1371. after he wafc delivered from his captiTity. He? 
is praifed for fotne lates that pxffed in his reign, 
particularly for one which was ena&ed at the 
reqneft of the three ftates, forbidding his fol- 
diers, as they marched to his army, to moleft 
their landlord^, and c6mmahding them to pay 
for every thing they t6ok jEtxim the people. 
Hobmthe I fiiail not enter into any previous detail of 
the hiftory of the houfe of Stuart, the head of 
which is now to fucceed David. Btuce in the 
throne of Scotland ; their fnoft material »%ions 
being inferted in the body of this work. His 
mother's death was accidental, aiid his Owai 
coming into the world, if we are tO believe the 
beft of the Scotch authorities, was next to mi- 
raculous« His mother Margery, daughter to 
Robert Bruce, in the year after her marriage^ 
being i 3t6, in c<Mning, on a Shrove Tttefday, 
from Paifley to the caftle of Renfrew, the prin- 
cipal feat of her ht^fband's family, and fhe 
big with child, loft her life by a fall from her 
horfe. The Cefarean operation, however, being 
Hii remark- performed, the child was taken alive from her 

abJc bmh, * , 

body; but was, by accident, wounded by the m«^ 
cifion-knife in the eyei which gave him the 
name of Robert, or king, Blear-Eye ever after. 
To perpetuate this memorable event, a crofe, 
called Queen Blear-eye's Crols, was erected on 
the fpot where the operation was performed; 
and the place is faid to be known by that name 
to this day. I have already -related his hiftory,, 

while 
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^liikhe was a you&g maii» and joint or fde a.d.x37u 
tegent of the kingdom ; and it appears fconr 
original and undoubted records HiikextKnt^ that 
Jus great patrimonial eilafe wstsy from time to 
Ume» very confideraWy augmented by David's 
liberality. It is fom^what difficult to reconcile 
this to the hatred which David is faid to have 
Cmicexved againfk him for his behaviour at the 
battle o£ Durham ; and Abercromby^ with fome 
other 'Miters^ have taken occafion^ from that 
event, to treat the tirhole of that difliike as a 
fidion.. I cannot be entiirdy of that opinion } 
bat .perhaps David's refimtment at the manner 
bit which he and the earl of March retired from 
that battleyfubiided upon cooler reflection; and 
{ am apt to think that David was compelled by 
£dward to the fieps which he afterwards took, 
ta fet Eobert afide from the fucceffion. It i$ 
imdoubted that^ at the time of David's death, 
Robert was confidered as his heir; but fome 
authors, of no mean credit, pretend that Wil- 
liam earl of Douglas preferred a claim to fac- 
ceed David. This claim aarofe from his mother, mJ difEaU* 
the only daughter o£ John Cuming of Badenoch, 
who had been killed in the church of Dum- 
fries by Robert the firfl, and his followers. The 
mother of this John Cuming was the daughter 
C^f Dervegild, iifter to king John Baliol, and 
aunt to his fon Edward ; and the Baliol family 
being now e^inft, without iflbe, the earl of 
Douglas preteaded» as weU as they had done, to 
Vot.III. N be 
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A.b. 1371, be defcended from the eldeft daughter of David 
earl of Huntingdon. I make no doubt, that 
this claim was mentioned (whether by Douglas 
or not is immaterial) but not . iniified upon ; 
and indeed there is the greateft reafon to believe, 
that it was very ill fupported in point of faftl 
Robert the firft had been clearly of opinion, that 
the defcendants of his daughter Margery, next 
to his own male-iffuc, were entitled to the 
crown. The fucceilion had been fettled ac^ 
cordingly, nor do we find thefmaUeft yeftigc 
' • of Douglas's claim dliring the late reign.. The 
great nobility had made a fuccefsful, but, fo* 
themfelves, a dangerous ftruggle, to prefcrve th^ 
title of the Stuart family inviolate ; arid we are 
told that the earls of March and Murray, gover- 
nors of Dumbarton arid Stirling, and Sir Ro- 
bert Erlkine, governor of Edinburgh-caftle, pre- 
vailed with Douglas to withdraw his claim. 

He It An aflembly of the Hates being held,, it was 

refolved that Robert Ihould be crowned ; but to 
take away, for the future, all difpute relating to 
the fucceilion, the following act was drawn up 
and figned by fifty- one prelates, noblemen, and 
barons ; and as it is the mod important perhaps 
that ever paffed in the Scotch parliament, I 
fhall here lay it before the reader. « In the name 
of the Holy and undivided Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft. Amen. Upon the twenty- 
feventh day of March, and year from the in- 
carnation of our Lord 1371, according to the 

cuftbm 
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ciiflom and computation of the church of Scot- a.d. xjyi., 
land, the moft fercne prince and lord Robert 
kitig of Scots, i being at Scoon the time, of his 
coronation, the prelates, earls^ barons, and others 
of the clergy and people of this kingdom, be- 
ing alfo then prefent, after the facred folemni- 
ties of his anointment and coronation were 
ended, and his legal right declared, by virtue 
of which, the faid moft ferene prince had fuc- 
ceeded, and ought to fucceed to the lord David 
king of Scotland, his uncle and predeceffor,botli 
upon the account of his propinquity, and the de- 
claration thereof contained in certain inftru- 
ments, which were made in the time of the lord 
Robert king of Scotland, of famous memory, 
his grandfire and predeceffor, which inftru- 
ments were produced and publicly read ; as 
alfo, after he had taken the ufual oaths of ho- 
mage and fealty from the faid prelates, earls, 
&c. he then, being induced by the example of 
the faid kiiig Robert, of celebrated memory, his 
grandfather^ thought fit to declare, in prefence ^«cia«« hu 
of the clergy and people, his fucceffor and true 
heir ; who, although he was, and is abundantly 
well known, he neverthelefs, with the unani- 
mous aflent and confent of the faid prelates, 
earls, lords, and barons, did declare, afiert, a,c- 
knowledge, manifeft, and will, that, when he 
ihould happen, at the pleafure of Almighty 
God, to depart from this life, the lord John, his 
firft-begot(3:n fon, earl of Carrie, and fteWard of 
N 2 Scot- 
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A.D. 1577. Scotland, jhall, and ought to be bil true and 
lawful heir ; and that, after his de^th, the iaid 
lord John (hall fucceed to him by th6 provi<^ 
dence of God, and ihall fit, and ought to fitt 
upon the throne of this kingdom. Which de- 
claration being fo emitted by our fovcreign lord 
the king himfelf, concerning his faid eldeft 
fon and heir, every one of the faid prelates^ 
earls, lords, barons, and others prefent, with a 
full voice, one by one for himfelf, his heirs, 
and fucceflors, did aflert, affirm, acknowledge, 
declare, and will, that the faid lord John, after 
the death of his faid father, fhall, by the grace 
of God, if alive at this time, be king of Scot* 
land, as lawful heir of his faid father; promiiing 
each of them bonafide^ and having their hands 
lifted np to heaven, in token of their fincerity, 
that they fliall hold and efteem him as their 
king; and that they Ihall affift and defend him 
againft all mortals." 
undertakes From this aft of recognition, nothing can be 
to pay Da. morc plain than that the whole afiembly, as 

vid*8 ran- * ^ ' 

&xn. well as Robert himfelf, were fully fenfible of 

the legitimacy of his fon John, which has a$brd'» 
ed fuch matter for antiquaries and critics, and 
which, in order to keep the narrative unmixed 
find regular, I fliall treat of before I take my 
leave of this reign. ' It is remarkable that, at 
the time this aA paffed, Euphane, fecond wife 
to Robert the fecond, and mother*in-law to his 
eldrll fon John, was alive j and it is next to ici-? 

crediblci 
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crediblct that flic wcyuld have been iilent on A.ai|7i« 
fuch an occafion, (as ihe had'male-iffiie of her 
own) had the legitimacy of John been queftion* 
ab^. From this unanimoui a^ of recognition, 
we have the ftrongeft reafon to believe, that 
Robert was beloved and rei^ded by his people 
at the time of his acceifion; but a truce of four« 
teen years being then concluded, he could not 
avail himfelf of their difpofitions to recover 
from the Engliih Berwic and Roxburgh, and 
Othen places on the borders. The nation was 
ftill indebted to Edward for fifty-fix thoufand 
pounds, which Robert undertook to pay at the 
rate of four thoufand marks every Midfummer* 
day, till the whole was difcharged. 

Robert hoping that, by thofe precautions, he 
had fecured the peace of his country with Eng- 
land, threw his eyes towards France. I have 
already hinted that a coldneis, for fome years 
before David's death, had fubfifted between the 
two nations on account, chiefly, of David's un- 
fteadinefs, ,and his connexions with Edward. 
The Scots, in general, were well afFefted to a 
French alliance, and never had been fatisfied 
with David's coqduft on that head, or rather 
many of them were at this time tired with the 
truce, and ripe for a breach with England. Ro- 
bert nominated the bilhop of Glafgow, Sir 
Archibald Douglas, Sir James Douglas, and Mr, 
Adam Tynyngham, or Cunningham, as his ple- 
nipotentiariesi to treat with Charles the. fifth, 

fur* 
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A.D.1371. furnameJ the Wife, and their cbmmiffion is 
dated at Scoon, the laft of March 1371. The 
occaficn, through the fituation of affairs, was 
very tempting to both parties. Charles, by 
prudence and perfeverance, had brought the af- 
fairs of England in France very low. The 
Black Prince had been ungratefully treated by 
Don Pedro the Cruel, whom he had replaced on 
the. throne of Spain, and for whom he had facri- 
ficed the remains of his vigour and conftitu* 
tion ; fo that Charles only waited for an op- 
portunity to drive the Englifli wholly out of 
France, and none fo fair could be prefentcd as 
a clofe alliance with Scotland. He had (ac- 
cording to Sir James Balfour) inftituted a guard 
(if it was not a revival of the old inftitution) 
of a hundred Scotch archers, who were to watch 
over his pcrfonal fafety night and day ; and the 
reception he gave the plenipotentiaries was cor- 
dial and magnificent. We are told that, after 
fome conferences, the following terms were 
agreed to between them and the king of 

Treaty with FraUCe. 
France. 

" That the faid king fliould require the king 
of Scotland and his fubjefts to maintain their 
alliances with the king and kingdom of France, 
in whofe prejudice the truces with England had 
been made : That thefe truces being of them- 
felyes null and void, fliould be declared to be 
fuch by the pope, who alfo, for the fame reafon, 
ihould difpenfe with the oaths taken by t^e 
• • . king 
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k»g of Scodand, and the Scotch nation : That ^.o. 1371. 
the king of Scotland ihould, in purfuance of his 
former obligations, make war with the king 
and kingdom of England : That to enable him 
both to make war, and to pay the remainder 
due for the random of king David, the king o£ 
France fhonld pay to him a hundred thouiBind 
nobles of gold: That hefhould alfo fend, arms 
to Scotland for five hundred knights, and five 
tiundred ferjeantis : That during the fpace of 
two years, he ihould pay and entertain five hun- 
dred men set arms, and five hundred ferjeants, 
befides a thoufand good experienced foldiers, 
fxay, and nxore, if there Ihould be occafion for 
them : In fine, that the money deftined for thefe 
ufes, Ihould be paid annually at Bruges, in the 
church of the Auguftines. Notwithftanding all 
which, fuch other fupplies as the king^and king- 
dom of France were, by former treaties, oblig- 
ed to give to the king and kingdom of Scotland, 
ihould be continued ^.'* 

I am apt to think that the above heads were HonoonWc 
no other than the Iketch of a convention, ftruck K^l^t!"^ 
out by Charles the fifth and his minifters, but 
fuch as was agreeable to the fentiments of the 
plenipotentiaries, who, however, could not 
carry it into execution. It is of importance to 
this hifiory, as it gives us a true and lively idea 

• Traitez d'cntrc le roys de France & d'Angl. p. 283. Abcr- 
cromby. 

• of 
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A,i>.i^i. of the tonne Aion which the French had iNny$^ 
wznted to forQi with the Scot^ We here fee 
that the fundamental dodrine they endeavour-* 
' ed ta inculcate was, that all truces or treaties 
concluded between Scotland and England were 
of themfelves void, if the Frncfa were at war 
whh the Unglifli/ To palliate this: fyftem of 
perjury, the affifiance of the pope is called m; 
a dazzling fum h oiered, and liberal fiipplies 
furaiihed. It is to the honour of this ancc^r 
of the Stuarts, that hie i^umed at conditkins fd 
repugnant to public £aith and cofi^iAon h^Mtiefty ; 
notwithftanding the many rea{bn$^ he had to 
wiih for an alliance with France. Another 
treaty therefore was^ propofed and conclnided^ 
far move confiftent vnth the honoi^r of Scot^ 
land, and was ratified firft by king Charles at 
Chaftel du Bois de Vineennes^ the laft of June 
1 J7I, in the eighth year of his reign j and after-* 
wards by king Robert, in the cattle of £din« 
burgh, the twenty-eighth of OSofeer, the feme 
year 1371, and firft of his reign. By this treaty 
it was provided, that neither the king of Scot- 
land^ nor the king of France, ihould be obliged 
to make war againft England. By another 
cl^nife, the difpenfation or authority, even of 
the pope, could never freCs either of the kings 
or kingdoms of Scotland and France from^ ^ 
obligation they lay under to affift one another 
as often as required, in oppofitix)n to the king 

of 
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and Ungclom oiF England By a third, it was A.p.i37at 
provided^ That in cafe a competition fhould 
ariie about the crown of Scotlapdy the ^pg of 
Fr^pc? and his heirs flxall t^ke care that no 
fn^ih influence was ufed ; but that the matter - 
being by the greateft and beft part of the Scots 
nation decided conformably to the laws and 
fiatutes of Scotland, he fhould, with all his 
power, affift apd defend the perfoh fo eftablifh- 
£d. Lafily, it was agreed. That no Frenchman 
ftould ever henceforth fexve for wages, or 
btherwife, againft Scotland, por any Sootfman 
againft prance. This laft article require to be 
ejqdained. 

During the feft years of David the fecond, j,j, „^ 
his copne(gtion? wit^t Edward, ?md his cqldAeis ^'^^'f^ 
towards France, were fuch, diat while the truces 
between JEjQgland and Scotland fujbiified, the 
Scots were at liberty to ierve for pay, either in 
the French or the EngU0i armies. We find, ^ ^, 
for in&mce, that in June 13^9, Godfrey de 
Rofs and Patric Macculjoch, two Scotc^i 
kiughts, enlifted theaiCelves, wijth forty men at 
arms, in the Englifli army. It a;ppears likewife, 
fygiXi the English hiftorians, that -the Scot3 form- 
ed no iriconfidcrable part of the army that Ed- 
ward mamtained in France* before thi$ treaty 
was coQcluded. Rames, in his Life of Edward 
the third, tells ,a very ext;raordinary exploit, 
performed iy a Scotch knight, when Sir Ro- 
. VpL. IIL O bert 
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A»«»37« bertKnoIles commanded the Englilh ^. The 
ftory is curious ; but as it fcrves only to ex- 
hibit a degree of valour approaching to frenzy, 
in the Scotchmen, I have thrown it into a note. 
The late treaty occafioned a recal of all the 
Scots out of the Englilh armies, and Edward. 

• " At that time there was done an extraordinary feat of 
arms by a Scotch knight, named Sir John Afiueton, being one 
of thofe men of arms of Scotland who had now entered king 
£dward*s pay. This' man left his rank with his fpear in his 
liand» his page riding behind him, and went toward the barriers 
of Noyon j where he alighted, faying, " Here, hold my horfe, 
and ftir not from hence 5** and fo he came to the barriers. There 
were there at that time Sir John de Roye, and Sir Lancelot dt 
Lorris, with ten er twelve more, who all wondered what this 
knight defigned to do. He, for his part, being clofe at the bar- 
riers, faid urito them, *< Gentlemen, I am come hither to .yifit 
you ; and becaufe I fee you will not come forth of your barriers 
to me, I will come in to you, if I may, and prove my knighthood 
againft you i win me if you can.'' And with that he leaped over 
the bars, and began to lay about him like a lion, he at them, and 
they at him ; fo that he alone fought thus againft them all for 
sear the fpace of an hour, and hurt feveral of them. And all 
the while thofe of the town beheld with much delight, from 
the walis and their garret-windows, his great aftivity, ftrength, 
and courage ; but they oiiered not to do him any hurt, as they 
might very eafily have done, if they had been minded to caft 
ftones or darts at him : but the French knights charged them to 
the contrary, faying, <« how they (hould let them alone to deal, 
with him." When matters had continued thus about an hour, 
the Scotch page came to the barriers with his mailer's horfe in 
his hand, and faid in his language, " Sir, pray come away, it is 
high time for you to leave off now 1 for the army is marched off 
. out of fight." The knight heard' his man, and then gave two or 
three terrible ftrokes about him to clear the way, and fo, armed 
as he was, he leaped back again over the barriers, and mounted 
hi§ horfe, having not received any hurt; and turning to the 
Frenchmen, faid, " Adieu, Sirs, I thank you for my diverfion ;•• 
and with that he rode after his man upon the fpur towards the 
army." 

look« 
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looked upon it as a prelude to an invafion from A.D.i37a^ 
Scotland. He accordingly iflued writs for ar- 
raying the xuilitia in the north of England ^ ; 
and it is certain, that though there was at this 
time BO declared war between Robert and Ed- 
ward, yet daily hpflilities were committing be- 
tween their fubjefts. To underftand this, I am 
%o inform the reader, that the marchers of both 
kingdoms afted under very little controul from 
their refpeftive fovereigns. , They eftabliflied 
ivith one another, certain conventions, of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from the civil conftitutions of 
either country, which have been fince collec- 
ted, and go by the name of Border Laws. A 
rooted enmity fubfifted, not only between the embroil Wm 
common people of the two kingdoms, but be- ^ ^'^k- 
tween their nobility ; and at the time I treat of, 
the families of Douglas and Piercy, whofc 
efiates and commands lay contiguous to each 
other, were at perpetual variance. It had been 
common, during a truce, for the borderers of 
both kingdoms to frequent each other's fairs; 
and a fervant of the earl of March had been kil^ 
led in a fray at that of Roxburgh, which was 
ftill in the hands of the Englifli. Juftice for this 
murder was demanded of the lord Piercy, who 
flighted the complaint ; upon which the earl of 

* The tranfa^^ions between Scotland and England have been 
very inaccurately reprefented by Barnes and the antient Eoglifii 
hi&otidus, whofc miftakes have been adopted by Carte, 

O 2 March, 
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ft.D. 1372. Mai'chi md hi^ hrbihtt iht.ektl 6f Mtrntfi 1^« 
feftibling thei^ folloW6rt, eiitftffed the M^i fsii* 
that ^vas held at Rdkburgh^ lifled t66 boethg^ 
put to the Olt)td m the Edgliih Whd fbU ^ 
their Way ; arid fetting the towfl 6fl *ftl^ they 
marched off With their bttoty. 

This inftilt produced reprifils frotti the Efig- 
lifli borderers, who wereoHered to lay wafte the 
earl of March's lands ; but in theit Way thitbtr, 
they deftrdyed thofe of Sit John Oordoii, a per- 
fon of great property in the IbUth of Scdtlatid^ 
Sir John, in his turri, iiiVaded England, froffi 
whence he dr6ve off a large booty of cattle, arid 
many prifoners ; but in his retreat, he was at- 
tacked by a body of frefh troops under Sir John 
Lilburn, at a place called Caram. An obftinate 
encounter followed. The Scots were five times 
repiilfed ; but, at laft, they renewed the charge 
With fuch fury, that they made lilbtfril and 
his bnither, with feveral gentlemen ©f diftiric- 
tion, and their fiirviviflg followers, prifoners. 
This defeat ferved only to Widen the bireafeh, 
and lord l^iercy^ with feveh thoufatid men, en- 
camped at Dunsj a tbWh in the fotlth df Scdt* 
land^ but retired^ probably for want of fiibfif- 
tence, either for med or horfe ^. Perhaps an* 

• The Scotch hiftorians foretimes disfigure their narratives, by 
admitting into them popular traditions. We are told, for in- 
ftance, that while the lord Piercy lay at Dans, the Scotch pea- 
fants filled bags of dry leather with fmall pebble ftone^, which 
they rattled near tiie Eriglith campfb furroufly, that their hoHcs, 
bein|; fri|;htened, broke iQofe and fell into the bands of the Scots, 

wbioU 
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ether reafon miglit4)e affigned; for we are told A,t).i37a« 
that MdfgrafTtJi the'gbvemor of Berwic, who 
had been ordered -to join Piercy wit& a detach^ 
ment from the garrifon^ wis, on his inarch, in«- 
tercepted, defeated, and taken prifoner, by Sir 
John Gordon. The border war, after this, be- • 
came general on both fides; fori perceive that 
Sir John Johnilon, and his followers on the weft 
borders, did as much harfn to the Englifh by 
their mcurfionS, as ufed to attend the ravages 
cOihmitted by regular armies. 

All the daxaling glories of Edward's reign AtnMtr^ 
began now to fade. He was himfelf under the 
influence of weak minifters, and a rapacious 
miftrefs« His padiatnent was difcontented, and 
his people unruly. This difordered ftate of af« 
fairs inthefouth Obliged the Englifli marchers 
in the north to remain with a large force on the 
defenfiVB ; nor do we know of any remarkable 
hdfiilities that pafled between the two nations 
in I373. On the contrary, in February and wi* 
May that year, negotiations were fet on foot 
for accommodating all differences upon the 
borders. At laft, William earl of Douglas was 
nominated head-commifiioner for Scotland, and 
the lord Henry Piercy for England. I do not, 
perceive that their conferences were attended 
with any remarkable fuccefs. The hiftoriana 

which ^as the occafion of Plercy's returii. This ftoiy is vtry 
gravely and circumftantially recorded by Buchaaan, in excelleifl 
J,atin, 

of 
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A.p. 1S73- of both countries agree, that, during the rct 
mainder of Edward the third's reign, the bor- 
ders of the two kingdoms were iti a fiate nei« 
thcr of peace nor war. 
Difficulties Notwithftanding thi?, a good correi|)ondence 
.tteadmgit. betwccu the two courts (till fubfifted ; for Ro- 
bert was very punftual in difcharging the ar* 
rears of his uncle's ranfom. In the acquittances 
he received, he had no other title from Edward 
than that of the moft noble and moft potent 
prince Robert, his dear coufin of Scotland ; and 
in tim€ of war he was defigned his adverfary of 
Scotland. Robert complained of this difrefpeft ; 
and, con/idering how very delicate the Scots 
were in the two laft reigns, and how much 
blood they had fpilt to maintain the fovereign 
title of their kings, it is not eafy to account 
how the aflFair came to be fo flightly treated in 
this reign. My opinion is, that the Scots were 
influenced to acquiefce by the example of the 
French king, to whom Edward denied that ti- 
tle, and who, notwithftanding, treated with 
his niinifters. But, after all, if the renuncia- 
tion of Baliol was ^alid, Edward could not, 
confiftently with himfelf, give Robert the title 
of king ; though in the pafs which he gave to 
queen Margaret, widow to the late king, he 
calls her the queen-dowager of Scotland. Ro- 
bert's complaints continuing, he was at laft fa- 
tisfied with a written afliirance, given him by 
^^"' Edward, that the acquittances fliould be as va* 

Ud 
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lid as 4f the titk of Idng of Scotland was in- A.D.137J. 
ierted 
On the fourth of April this year, at parlia- 

* Aptrlit' 

ment met at Scone upon a very momentous memiieu 

J- ** — '• — 

occaiion. Robert had a numerous iflue, but 
his fon and heir by his firft marriage had none, 
and was of a fickly conftitution. His daughters 
had been married into feveral powerful fami* 
lies, who had remote preteniions to the crown ; 
and, upon his death, his younger fons might 
afpire to the royal dignity during the life-time 
of their elder brother. It was therefore by this 
parliament enafted, ^ That the fons begotten of 
his firft and fecond wives, and their heirs, 
ihould in order fucceed to him, the faid king, 
in the kingdom and right of reigning ; that is, 
that his eldeft fon, the lord John, earl of Car- 
rie, and fteward of Scotland, procreated betwixt 
him and hi3 firft wife, Elizabeth More, con- 
formably to the declaration made in the laft 
parliament, ihould fucceed to him ; and failing 
him and the heirs of his body (which God for* 
bid) the lord Robert carl of Fife and Menteith, 
fecond fon of the faid lord the king by his faid 
firft wife; and the faid lord Robert and his 
heirs alfo failing, Alexander lord of Badenoch 
(afterwards earl of Buchan) the third fon of the 
£iid lord the king by the fame wife ; and the 
faid lord Alexander and his heirs failing alfo, 
the lord David earl of Strathern, fon of the 
£iid lord the king, begotten of his fecond wife, 

Eu- 
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A. D. 1373. Euphame Rofs; and the faid lord David ajjf} 
his heirs in like manner perchance failings Walr 
ter, fon of the fajd lord the kingt brother- 
gennan of the faid lord Pavid {aftenrords 
carl of Athol) j and that the forefiiid five feror 
thers, and the heirs from them defi^ea^dingt 
failing perchance ip like manners and wholly 
(which God forbid) the true and lawful heirs 
of the blood and fiock-royal from themce|br* 
ward Ihould fucceed ui the kipgdom Md the 
right of reigning." 
Theicgiti. This ad of parliament, to whi^h thf great 
?tuart1it^ feal of Scotland, and thofe of forty.o»e pre^ 
'^'^^^' lates, earls, and barons, particularly that of 
William eaii of Douglas, are appended, is a 
frelh and moft iign^ refutation of Buchaaan'$ 
calumnious aflertiooi, who fays, that kwg .Rd* 
bcrt, in the third year of his reign, married 
Elizabeth More, who had been his concul^iu^f 
legitimated her children, advanced them tQ 
honours and riches, and obtained an a^ of pv*- 
liament, by which they were preferred, in the 
order of fucceffioo, to the children of qveen 
Euphame. After an affertiojn fo falfe in h&f 
•ind contradicted by fo many authentic records, 
the candid reader cannot be aftonifhqd 9t the 
many harfli charges which have heen brought 
againft Buchanan's veracity in fo c^pi;t4 » pOiJQt 
as that of baftardizing all the royal line of Spot* 
land, from which his prefent majefty derives 
his title to the crown of Great Britain. I Ihfifl 

add. 
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add, now, that I am upofQ, tHs ixxhytdi^ that in a«;d. 1373. 
the yQar, 165)5, the greateft antiquaries * of Eu- 
rope, after infpedioa and examination, ad-: 
mitted the authenticity of a charter which is 
depofited in the Scotch college at Paris, and 
was pubUfhed by its principal, Lewis Innes. 
By this charter, which is dated 1 3<54, Robert, 
who was then ftewatd of Scotland and earl of 
Strathern, endows a chapel which he had ered- 
ed in confid^ration of the diipenfation granted 
him by the pope (dudum) for marrying long 
ago his deceafed wife, Elizabeth More, not-, 
withftanding the confanguinity between them 
and the feal of his eldeft fbn, John Stuart, lord 
of Kyle, is appended to the fame. The wit- 
nefles are the abbot of Kylwynnyne, and the 
lord John, brother to the high-fteward, with 
many others. Can it be fuppofed, that Ro- 
bert's own brother would have witneffed this 
deed, had there been the leafl; queilion as to 
the legality of the marriage f ? But indeed the 

* Renaudoty hiftoriographer to the Frencti4dng ; Baluze, the 
royal profeflbr of the canon»law at Faris, and keeper of the Col- 
bertine library, with MabiUon ahd Ruinart, Benedi£tines in 
France ; Dr. Brady and biihop Nicbolfon, in England y and the 
Very learned Ruddiman in Scotland. 

t I have not, upon the moft accurate fearch, difcovered the 
confanguinity between Robert and Eli^tabeth More, mentioned in 
this charter. Mr. Ruddiman, in his preface to Anderibn's Se- 
Ie6(u8, thinks, that John, and fome of his brothers and fifters, 
might have been born before marriage \ but after the marriage 
was celebrated thefe children became legitimate by the canon- 
Uw, which at that time prevailed. all over Europe, excepting 
England, and does at this day in Scotland. I. am not clear upon 
the head. It is certain, that Fordun, or his continuator, gives 

V0L.IQ» P counte- 
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A.Db 1373. proofs of Joixn's legitimacy arc to various, that 
it would be tirefome to the reader, Ihctald we- 
multiply them is this j>la€e. I ihall only add,^ 
that the calumny feems to have taken rife, as 
we fliall fee hereafter, from the prfcteiifiotts oP 
the fons of the fecond marriage, who wanted 
to baftardize the progeny of the firft ; and that 
Robert certainly had natural children by a lady 
of the name of Mofan, who was married to a 
gentleman named Giffard, and is therefore ei- 
ther inadvertently 6r defignedly confounded 
with his wife Elizabeth. 
Schifm in The fettiement of the fucceffion, in the fo- 
the church, lemn manner it was performed at Scone, con- 
•- folidated theintemal intereft of Scotland, which ' 

feemsf to have enjoyed a profound peace for 
fome years. The death of the Black Prince, 
,j^7^ and that of his father, which happened in 1377, 

CQuntexunce to Buchanan^a calusmy, bat it is flatly contradided. 
by the charters I have mentioned. Whether John was bora bes. 
fore or after the 'marriage of his father with Elizabeth More,' is' 
entirely immaterial $ becaufe there can be no queftion as to bis 
le^timacy. 

Before I leave this fubjeft, J cannot help taking notice of a 
very remarkable faiSt. There is extant among the records ol 
Scotland, and printed in the continuation of Fordun, a ehwter 
granted by king David, coiioeming the effects of biihops who 
die inteftate; and to this diarter our Robertas eldeft fon, John» 
who is there ftiled earl of Carrie, is witnefi. Had this cfaarter 
been dated, it might have gone far towards aicertaining whether 
John was or was not bom before the year 1335 or 3$, which i» 
the lateft date the beft antiquaries have affigned to Robert's mar4> 
riage with Elizabeth More ; but it is pretty lingular, that this 
date, together with fome of the other witneffcs* names^ aire torn 
off front the' charter. 

joined 
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joined to the tCcprkdency which Charles die fifth a.d. 1377* 
9f France had bow obtained in the afiairs of Eu* 
vop^r "undoubtedly contributed to this tranqui-* 
lity. The £:hifm which happened between pop6 
ilJrban the fixth and Clement the feventh, and 
which continued for fo many years, very pof« 
iibly conduced to the fame end; for while it 
ingroffed the attention and employed the arms 
of all the powers of Europe, the Scots, though 
they fided with the French in recognizing 
Clement, took little or no concern in the qua^-^ ' 
rel. Upon the whole, I cannot, during the 
above-mentioned period, difcover any civil 
tranfa^ion in Scotland that deferves to be ret 
corded in a general hiftory. 
. The acceflion of Richard the fecond (who 
was but a boy) to the crown of England, en* 
couraged the French king to form a plan of 
operations which might render it of advantage 
to his dominions; and this he could execute 
only by bringing the Scots into his meafures, 
which were far from being difagreeable to their 
great men. . Hoftilities were ^gain renewed 
upon the borders between the two nations* 
The fair of Roxburgh was once more the fcene 
of action, and the town was again burnt down 
by the Scots, The lord Piercy, who was now 
earl of Northumberland, refolved to take a 
fignal revenge ; and he ravaged the Scotch 
borddr$, particularly the earl of March's eftate^ 
(or three days^ at the head of ten thoufand 
P 2 men. 
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KTK 1377/ ing the relief of the plape ta ,be impr^/ftlcabk^ 
he defiiled from his enterprissa He had^ ho^« 
ever, taken his meafures fo well, that the Eog* 
liih durft not venture to advance into Scotland 
without reconnoitring the country, for fear of 
ambuihes* Sir Thomas Muigrave was employ* 
ed in this fervice ; but he f^U in with a party 
of the Scots, and fix hundred of his men were 
l^f^ killed or made prifoners, he himfelf being takea 
at the fame time ; upon which, the earl of jNTor* 
thumberland thought proper to defifi: from 
his expedition. Upon the whole, I believe 
that Robert was entirely, innocent as to thiai 
flagrant breach of the truce j but that it was at 
lead encouraged by the earl of Douglas, and 
that the EngUfh were of tha|: opinion, is un* 
doubted. 
i»pioit«of While thofe hoftilities were committing at 
hjtL^^^^' land, an unufual fcene happened by fea, in the 
year 1 378. A Scotchman, one Mercer, an able 
feaQiaq, who had ipade a large fortune by his 
depredations upon the Engliftt, h^d been taken 
into the particular confidence of the Frepch 
king; but had the misfortune to be made pri- 
foner by the inhabitants of Nbrthumberland, 
and eommitted to the caftle of Scarborough. 
He had, by arts not uncommon to people of his 
profefiion in thofe days, concealed his riches, 
and the credit he had at the French court ; but 
his fon John Mercer, who equalled his father i^ 
capacity, attacked Scarborough with a fcjuadroA 

of 
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of. fliips manned by Scots, French, and fome a.d. i37«. 
Spaniards, and had carried oflT frmil its harbotir 
many veffels, and a good number of prifoii^rs. 
In' the mean tim€, the elder Mercer feems^ t& 
have obtained hia liberty by being exchanged 
with other prifoners of an inferior value: this 
tlie EngKih hiftorian Walfingham lame^g^ as a 
greatioiisfortune to England, which m^MTiavc 
been enriched by thiftaitif<5m"*fie was capable of 
paying. The younger Mercer after this fcour- 
ed the feas, and took under his convoy fifteen . 
rich Spanifh ihips, Philpot, an alderman of 
London, a man of great courage and fpirit, and 
a very confideriable leader in parliament, per- 
ceiving that the Englilh government, at the 
bead of which the duke of Lancafter was, made 
no preparations againft Mercer, fitted out a very 
confiderable fleet at his own expence, and took 
the Spanifh ihips, for which he was afterwards 
reprimanded by the council of England, for 
having a6led as a pirate, and without authority. 
We are told that Philpot had on board a thou-' 
fand land trdops ; and that, making young Mer*^ 
cer a prifoner, he brought back his fleet in 
triumph to 3L.ondon. 

Notwithftanding this advantage obtained by a new 

i-niTi «• f % % treaty pio» 

the Englifli, their government perfuaded young por«d. 
Richard to no.minate commifiioners for conclud- 
ing a final peace with Scotland on the twenty- 
fccond of O Aober ; but their meeting was pre- . 
vented by the taking of Berwic, which I have 

already 
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A,D.i379. already mentioned*^ The year 1379 is dif^ia-* 
gui£bed by a moft dreadful plague, which h^ 
been imported from foreign parts to England^ 
and almofi; depopulated the. northern parts, of 
that kingdom. Walfingham, and I have little 
or nothing to offer agaiiift his relation, fays that 
this calamity encouraged the Scots to invade 
England with inexpreifible fury. He repre- 
fents their barbarities as being inhuman to the 
Uft degree, by cutting off ^e heads of the de- 
fencelefs inhabitants, burning their villages, 
and driving off their cattle, even to their fwine, 
a fpecies of animals towards which the Scots, 
in general, had a remarkable averfion. Left 
they fhould partake of the infe<9ipn, they w^re 
furniihed with the uncouth prayer which t^e 

The war reader will fiud iu the uotcs ^. The fituation 
of England was fuch, at this time, that no at- 
tempt was naade by her government to revenge 
thofe barbarities, which I am apt to think have 
been not only exaggerated, but mifreprefented, 
by Walfingham the hiftorian, a bitter enemy to 
the ScQts. Perhaps fomp of the banditti might 
be guilty. of great enormities; but it is impof- 
fible, if the whole of Walfingham's relation had 
been true, that complaints would not have been 
preferred at the Englifh court againft them, as 
a truce was then fubfifting between the two na* 

* " God and Saint Mungo, Saint Romayn, and Saint Andrew, 
jfchield us this day fro Goddis grace, and the foule death that 
Engliflimen deen upon." 

tions* 
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tions. This was for from being the cafe; and a^d.ijSq. 
the coiincil of England, in March 1 380^ ordered 
all their king's fubjefts in the north religioufly 
to. obferve die trace. It is true, the Englilh 
were then engaged in a not very profperous war Rymer, vol, 
with IVance; but that, as we have often feen, 246/**^^' 
had been the cafe before, without remitting any 
of their preparations againft the Scots. Nay, 
their kings and they had niet with the greateft 
overthrows, and feveral dilafters, while the 
Englifh Were more deeply engaged with France 
than they were at this period. 

The earl of Northumberland, and the other 
lords marchers of England* had undoubtedly 
their reafons for making great preparations at 
this time againft the Scots; and Walfing-* 
ham ieems to have copied his relation from 
the reprefentaticMis of their barbarities, which 
thofe lords lent to the court of England. The 
chief advantage, perhaps, which the Scots at 
this, and indeed any other, time, received by 
their alliance'with France, which was then inti* 
mately connefted with the crown of Spain, con* 
fifted in the extenfion of their commerce, which, 
even after Mercer was defeated and taken, eon* \^^^^ *"^ 
tinned to be fo brifk and flourifhing, that the 
trading towns in the north of England, parti- 
cularly Newcaftle and Hull, fitted out privateers 
to interrupt it, and aftuaBy took a Scotch Ihip, 
valued at the immenfe fum (for thofe. days) of 
feven thoufand pounds fterling. Thi* capture 

Vot.III. (^ was 
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A.D. 1380. was unjuftifiable upon every principle of public 
faith ; and indeed the Englifh feem to have 
confidered it as fuch. As no law exifted for 
fettling the dividends of a prize made in time 
of peace, the earl of Northumberland, and the 
other lords marchers, the moment the booty 
was brought on fliore, claimed the whole, Or a 
part of it, to which they unqueftionably had 
as good a right as the captors. Even the latter 
could not agree among thenifelves, about thcir^ 
fhares in this lawlefs booty ; and a . fcenc of 
contention among the feveral parties enfued, 
which gave the Scots leifure to aflemble to the 
number of twenty thoufand men, under the 
earl of Douglas, to revenge the infult. 

The government of England condemned the 
proceedings of their northern fubjefts, and had 
fent repeated orders to the earl of Northumber- 
land, the baron of Greyftock, and other lords 
of thofe parts, not to provoke the Scots, but to 
obferve the truce. Thofe orders were fo ill 
obeyed, that the earl of Douglas was under a 
kind of neceffity to make reprifals. He made 
an iijruption, at the head of his army, into Nor- 
thumberland and Cumberland, where towns 
and villages were burnt *down ; the country was 
plundered, and no fewer than forty thoufand 
head of cattle were fent into Scotland. Thofe 
ravages were carried on with fuch rapidity, that 
Penritiifur. Douglas found means to furprize the town of 
prifcd. Penrith, during its fair, one of the moft fre- 
quented 
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quehted in the north of England. All the a.d.j3«o, 
merchandizes andeffefts expofed to fale, became • 
the prey of the Scots ; many of the traders and 
country people were killed, but more were • 
carried into captivity. The earl of Northum- 
berland continued to be ftill at variance with 
the maritime towns, who refufed him any af- 
fiftance ; but the fuflferings of the EngBlh at 
laft uniting them, he found himfelf at the head 
of a numerous army, and was preparing to 
give battle to the Scots, when he received an 
order from his court, exprefsly commanding 
him to defift till the next march day, when 
matters between the two nations were to be 
amicably adjufted. The earl, powerful and tur- 
bulent as he was, did not dare to difobey. The 
order, however, being addrefled only to him, LorATal8»t 
Talbot, who probably was another of the lords fone»^* 
marchers, and a confiderable fuflferer by the 
Scots inroads, paffed over the Solway firth to 
Scotland, where he deftroyed all the adjacent 
country with fire and fword. In the mean 
time, the Scots had returned to their own 
country by the way of Carlifle, which they had 
not ventured to attack; and they placed an 
ambulh at a moft advantageous pafs, by which 
they knew Talbot muft march. The ftratagem 
fucceeded, a number of Talbot's men were kil- 
led, two hundred and forty were made pri- 
foncrs, and all the booty made by the Englifli, 
Q 2 many 
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A.D. 13S0. many of whom were drowned in their pnocipi^ 

tote retreat, was recovered. 
Duke of It is too common for national writers to at-* 

dircfts th» tribute tJie defeats or difgraces of their countary- 
£0'^^. men to any caufe but the true one. What they 
ought to afcribe to thi6 fuperior ikiJl aUd ton* 
rage of an enemy, diey impute to chdn<}e oar the 
treachery of their own generals; a manner of 
writing which the £ngli& hiftorians have co* 
pied from the French. At die period I am now 
treating of, though there is no difference as to 
fads, yet the duke of Lancafter's treachoy is 
ailigned as the caufe of aM the fucceffes of the 
one nation, and the diftrefles of the other, 
- without thofe writers confidering that the Scots 
of this period were the immediate defcendants 
of thofe who had fought the battle of Bannpck- 
burn, who had filled all Europe with the fplen- 
dor of their adions, after being more illuftrious 
by their defeats than other nations are by their 
vidories. As to the duke of Lancafter, it is 
true, he had, at this time, views upt)n the crown 
of Caftile; but no hiftoriah has pointed out in 
what manner thofe views could be ferved by 
the difgraces of his ftephew's arms, which 
' tnuft reflect diihonour upon himfelf, as he 
was then at the helm of affairs in England. 
The troth is, and it appears from unquefiio&r 
able records, that the duke thought the pro- 
ceedings of the Englifii lords marchers to be 

indc- 
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initefiefifibk, and that tlteir diffenfions with a.d.i^Io. 
the inhabitants of the fea-ports had greatly con- 
tiibuted to the fuccefs of the Scots. If we 
take fads as they arife from the Englilh narra- 
tives thcmfelvesi this was the fenfe of the other 
members of the council, who called upon the 
duke to take upon himfelf the important charge 
of making either war or peace with the Scots, 
He accepted of the commiiSon, and being put 
at the head of a yery fine army, he marched 
northward towards the end of autumn, or 
about the beginning of winter. Before he en- 
tered upon hoftiUties, he invited the Scots 
to a treaty ; and the following commiflioners 
were appointed on their fide: Walter bifhop 
of Glafgow, John biihop of Dunkeld, William 
earl of Douglas, George earl of March, and 
Archibald Douglas, lord of Galloway. Their 
conferences were held at Berwic the firft of 
November 1380, and a truce -was agreed upon Concindei 
to continvie till the laft of November 1381; 
but this truce, I underftand, related only to 
the borders, there being as yet no general war 
between the two nations. 

Walfinghamt, whom I have fo often men- v;iK«ct- 
tioned to have been a foe to the Scots, difco- ^***!'* *»^ ^^•^ 
vers> on this occafion, an enmity to the public 
faitji of nations. Forgetting that the duke 
was fent to treat, as well as to fight, with the 
Scots, he tells us, that his army was fufficient 
to have conquered all Scotland, but that the 

falfe 
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A.p. 13S0. falfe and cunning Scots not only deceived but 
mocked him, that is, they agreed to treat with 
him on the principles of juftice and equity/ 
The late treaty of truce not being definitive, it 
was agreed that, in the mean time, another 
congrefs fliould be held for finally fettling all 
matters in difpute between the two crowns.^ 
It is highly to the honour of the duke of Lan- 
cafter^s charafter, that, after this treaty had 
been ratified by his nephew, Richard the fe- 
cond, on the firft of December, he difmified 
his army, for which he is abufed by Englifli 
writers, but with what propriety I cannot per- 
ceive. Had he entertained the ambitious views 
he is taxed with, he would have kept himfelf 
at the head of his army, as he knew the pow- 
erful party then forming againft him in Eng- 
land ; he would even have attempted to bring 
the Scots to affift him, by giving them a de- 
finitive treaty Upon their own terms; and it 
is mord than probable, that he might there- 
by have faved England from the dreadful 
calamities which flic was now beginning to 
fufier. 
The truce ^hc dukc of Lancaftcr was fo far from having 
^roiooged. j^j^y felfifli views on this occafion, that he aded 
with equal prudence and re<9itude. In confe- 
quence of the laft treaty of Berwic, he gave, 
,33,, on the twelfth of June 1381, a meeting at Ab- 
chefter upon Ayton to John earl of Carrie, who 
is in the record defigned eldeft fon of the moft 

fcrene 
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fcrene prince Robert, by the grace of God, king ^^ ^- 'a^*- 
of Scotland, and other Scotch commiifioners. 
As this negociation was intended for adjufting 
the heads of a definitive treaty, it was neceffary 
to enter upon the examination of the grievances 
of both fides. The. conferences on this head 
have been printed by Mr. Rymer in a moft cu- 
rious record, which plainly evinces, how well 
true policy. and the laws of nations were under- 
ftood by the Scots at this time. 

According to the "grand truce between Scot- 
land and England, the fubjecls of Scotland 
were to have free intercourfe and merchandise 
with the fubjefts of the king of England, is 
in time of peace, without being obliged to 
Ihew letters of fafe-condud; and the Scots 
complained, I think (according to the Englifli 
authors themfelycs) with great juftice, that 
this article had been often violated. The Eng- 
lifh admitted of the ftipulation, but denied the 
charge of its having been violated. The Scots 
pflfered to refer the faft to an equal number of 
refpeftable noblemen, chofen from both na- 
tions, who were upon oath, in the nature of 
a jury, to enquire into the aflfair, and to return 
their verdift accordingly. The Englilh ob- 
jefted to that method of proceeding, as being 
derogatory to the rights of fovereignty, and 
propofed to fubmit the matter to the decifion 
of fome foreign prince'. The reply of the Scots 
tft this propofal is well worthy of being, tran* 

fcribed 
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A.D. T^si. icribed. They pleaded,^ that the execution of 
^^^'*****'' .this expedient was impracticable ^ that ttcy had 
many reafons for rejefting fuch an arbitration ; 
that one foreign prince could have no jurit 
diction over the pixxperties of another's fob-^ 
jefts; and (alluding to what had happened to 
Scotland tlirougb^e umpirage of Edward the 
firft) that though a powerful kingdom^ like 
England^ had no reafon to dread any fuch 
confequence, yet that the Scots muft be upon 
tlieir guard againft calling in any foreign prince 
to arbitrate in their concerns, left he Ihould 
bring it as a precedent of his fupcriority over 
their kingdom. They next expofed the futi*- 
lity of the Englilh expedient, by ihewing it to 
* be impoffible to find a fovereign prince who 
would be agreeable to, and impartial between, 
both parties ; that, upon the whole, the pro- 
ppfal was equally nugatory and dilatory ; that 
could it be put into execution, it muft be 
attended with a vaft, but needlefs, expence; 
and that the calling in a foreign power muft 
refleft difhonour upon the underftanding of 
both nations, in a matter that might be de- 
cided upon the principles of common fenfe and 
equity. , • 

From this record, which is void of local 

or national prepoffeffions, it appears, with what 

caution we ought to read the relations of Eng- 

^ lilh hiftorians upon matters that relate to the 

two kingdoms. The Scots^ in this negoci-* 

ation^p 
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ation, were not only better founded, but better a»d. 1381. 
informed, than their antagonifts. A royal ar- 
bitration, as to the properties of fubjefts, was 
a ridiculous pfopofal. Courts of adniiralty 
admit of no appeal in their laft refort, and the 
whole traiifaftion carries on its face the ftrongeft 
evidences that the Engl jAwaeither afted nor 
meant fair ; and that the rqp-izals of the Scots, 
however fevere, and however cenfured they 
had been by their enemies, were juftified by 
previous unwarrantable provocations, Thefe 
were fuch as pleaded ftrongly for their not pay- 
ing to the court of England twenty-five thou- 
fand' marks, which were ftill due for David's 
ranfom. In fliort, the duke of Lancafter was 
fo much convinced of his countrymen*s unjuf- 
tifiable conduct, that he at laft confented to 
wave all mention of the ranfoni till Candlemas 
1383, by which time he was in hopes a ge- 
neral and a definitive treaty would be con- 
cluded. But, in order to have a clear coAn- 
prehenfion of the ftate of this negociation, I 
muft recur to that of the two kingdoms at this 
period, after informing the reader^ that a far- 
ther conference was agreed upon to be held 
between the earl of Carrie and the duke of 
Lancafter, on the firft of July 1383. 

The commons of England had, by this time, state of 
in a great meafure, emancipated themfelves £n^j" 
from their feudal iiibjeclions ; and manufactures 
had obtained fuch a footing among the Englijfh, 
Vol. III. R that 
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A. D. 1381. that even the villains, who had hitherto been 
confidered as belonging to, or entailed upon, the 
eftates of their landlords, thought they had a 
right to their proportions of liberty and property. 
It is foreign to thishiftory to recount the feveral 
infurreftions and rebellions excited by thofe 
newly-acquired notions. It is fufficient to fay, 
that a rebellion in England enfued, fo dan- 
gerous and univerfal, as to ihake Richard's 
throne. He was even obliged to hold parlies 
with the infurgents, who marched triumphant- 
ly to London, where they fet all prifbners at 
liberty, took the Tower, murdered the arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury, and committed many 
other afts of unexampled violence. Their 
leader was one Tyler ; but he was faced, at the 
head of an undifciplined rabble, by Richard 
and the magiftrates of London, and put to 
death in the manner which is well known in 
hiftory. The death of the leader did not 
weaken the rebels, for the king was obliged 
to give them their pardon ; and the duke of 
Lancafter, who was then treating with the 
Scots, was by them confidered as their capital 
enemy. I Ihall not deny, that this ftate of af- 
fairs in England influenced the duke's modera- 
tion in his treating with the Scots ; but that 
. . confideration is far from afFefting the merits 
of the differences, as I have ftated them, be- 
tween the two nations. The earl of Northum- 
berland, who, till the time of the laft meeting 

' at 
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at Abchefter, had been the duke's finn friend, a. d. 1381. 
then declared againft him ; but without giving 
any other reafon, than that he had been a great 
fufferer by the incurfions of the Scots, and 
that he was then precluded from all reparation. 
Knighton, who lived at the time, fays, that 
during the conferences between the duke and 
the earl of Carrie, the forme;r carefully con- 
cealed from the Scots all intelligence of the 
infurredion in England, fearing that, had they 
known of it> they would have rifen in their 
demands. This honeft caution did not pre- 
vent the duke from fuffering the moil bitter 
mortifications from his enemies ; and, after 
the conferences with the earl of Carrie were 
over, he requefled of him and the other com^ 
miffioners their good offices with Robert for an 
afylum in Scotland againft his enemies ; which 
was readily complied with, 

Walfingham fays, but without the leaft .au* xhe duke 
thority, that the duke of Lancafter, at this ."^^k";"^^^^^^^ 
time, gave up to the Scots many lands which ^ swtiand. 
they had not before. TRis was far from being 
the cafe ; and the whole of the duke's conduft, 
on this occafion, was that of a dutiful fubjeft^ 
and a good patriot. The. Scots themfelvei; . 
were,, at this time, afflicted with a fevere pefti^^ 
lence, which they had introduced into their 
country from Penrith, at the time of their laft 
irruption. Their authors have faid, that this 
calamity fwept awa^y no fewer than onc^third 

1^2 of 
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A.D.J381. of their nation; fo that the Sijots, as well a^ 
their enemies, had their reafons for agreeing to 
the treaty of truce. 

Every day bringing frefh accounts of the 
progrefs of the Englifli infurreftion, of the 
ruin of the duke's eftate, houfes, and furniture, 
near London, he refolved to embrace the afylum 
that had been granted him in Scotland, It is 
faid, with great probability, by Scotch authors, 
that the earl of Douglas, and the other great 
noblemen there, kn^w all along of the infur- 
rection that was ragiilg in England, notwith- 
ftanding all the pains the duke of Lancafter 
took to conceal it ; and that before the truce 
was concluded, the duke was offered twenty 
thoufand men to proteft him againft his ene-» 
mies, provided he would head them in perfon j 
but he declined it, though his provocations 
were, at that time, very ftrong. The carl of 
Northumberland had denied him the liberty to 
pafs through his eftatcs to his own caftle of 
Bamborough, and the officers whom he had 
cntrufted with the care of his other caftles on 
the Trent, had refufed admittance to his du- 
chefs, who had been obliged to travel twenty 
miles by night to Knarefborough. Even thofe 
infults, grofs as. they were, did not fliake the 
patriotifm of the duke, who met with a moft 
friendly reception at Edinburgh, where he re- 
' ceived the news of a revolution at the £^ngliih 

court in his favour, and that the rebels had 

been 
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been totally fubdued ; upon which he fet out a. d. i3«i. 
for. England, after receiving a moft affec- 
tionate invitation from Richard's own hand. 
Though he met with fome impediment in his 
journey from the earl of Northumberland, yet 
he arrived fafe at court, where the firft thing 
he did was to charge that earl with rebellious 
and feditious practices. Northumberland was 
ordered to put in his anfwer; but it confifted 
only of fo difrefpeftful a behaviour, that he 
was committed to prifon till he was bailed out 
by the earls of Warwic and Suffolk, This in- 
cident, diftant as it feems to the purpofe of 
thi|5 hiftory, affords a prefumption, that the 
earl had no material charge againft the duke 
on accQunt of his tranfaftions with the Scots. 
They were fo fatisfaclory to Richard and his 
council, that they were not only ratified, but 
fpecial orders were iffued^ that the Scots fliould 
receive no moleftatiori in their trade; a proof 
that the Englifc thought th,e objections urged 
by the Scots at Abchefter to bq well founded. 
At the fame time, the Scotch ftudents at Ox- 
ford were ordered to be tolerated, though 
they adhered to the anti-pope in oppofition to 
Urban, whofe caufe had been efpoufed by Eng- 
land. 

. The year 1382 affords few or no tranfadions ^ ^ 
of any importance in Scotland. All we know 
is, that the truce which had been concluded 
was difegreeable to the borderers on both fides ; 

that 
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A.D 138*. that the Scots aflaulted and did fome damacrc* 

The truce ^ 

ill obfervcd. to thc caftlc of Walk ; and that Robert, fore- 
feeing, a war might break out, fcnt commif- 
fioners to France to renew the ancient confede* 
Mss. racies between the two nations. Balfour fays, 
that this year John Lyon, lord Glamis and 
chancellor of Scotland, and fon-in-law to the 
king, was killed by James earl of Crawford j 
and that the noble knight Sir Alexander 
Lind^y died on his pilgrimage to Jerufalem. 



»383« Ifc^jf^ J^^y ^3^3* i^ conTequence of what had 
wcatyT W^^^^ agreed on at Abchefter, another meeting 
Was held between the duke of Lancafter and 
thp earl of Carrie, but with very little eflFeft* 
No definitive treaty was agreed upon. Robert 
was to fend in Auguft his refolution on that 
head to Richard ; and the king of England was 
to give intimation to the court of Scotland, 
about Chriftmas, of the time he was to hold 
his parliament, that Scotch deputies (if they 
pleafed) might there treat of a general peace. 
I am not here to diffemblc, that the truce had^ 
in the intermediate time^ been very ill obferved 
by the Scots ; and that the earl of Carrie had 
fo little to fay in their behalf, that he agreed 
they Ihould make good, upon proper furveys 
and eftimates being drawn out, all the damages 
they had done to the caftle of Wark, and other 
places in England, during the truce. The truth 
is, • Robert, even at the time of this interview, 
feems to have been refolvcd on a rupture with 

England^ 
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England, being probably encouraged by the de- a.p, 13JJ. 
dining ftate of the EngUfh government; for 
when the duke preffed the earl of Carrie to 
proceed to the definitive treaty, which was thq 
intention of their meeting, the latter fairly 
owned that he had no inftrudions from his fa- 
ther on that head. Charles the fifth of France 
was then dead. Towards the end of his reign, 
he had concluded a treaty offenfive and defeh- 
five with the Scots ; but it never had been fign- • 
ed nor ratified. His fon and fucceffor, Charlj^s 
the fixth, who was then a youth of moll promif- 
ing fpirit and appearance, had been impreffed with- 
fuch high notions of the Scots, who had obtain- 
ed, fince the acceffion of Robert, fo many advan- 
tages over the Engliih, that his courtiers had 
perfuaded him the latter could not fight fo welj 
in their own ifland as they did iti France. 

The biihop of Glafgow was the Scotch pleni- The Scot« 
potentiary on this occafion, and Charles fliewed ^"nTa^^* 
himfelf very ready to carry into execution the ^i'^*^""*^- 
treaty which had been drawn up in his father's 
life-time. By that he obliged himfelf, as foon 
as an open, war Ihould break out between Scot- 
land and England, to fend to Scotland, and to 
entertain at his own charges, one thoufand 
good men at arms, knights and efquires, and 
likewife a thoufand ftands of arms for the uft 
of as many Scotch gentlemen, with forty thou- 
fand franks of gold, to be diftributed by tln'CQ 
Scotch dnd three French knights j but for what 

pur-* 
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A.D. 1383. purpofe is not expieffed, though they may- 
be eafily conje<9aired. The treaty being ratified 
by Charles, was fent with a folemn confirmation 
of the ancient leagues between the two king- 
doms to Robert, who ratified it on the twentieth 
of Auguft. This tranfaftion feems to have been 
for fome time a fecret to Richard, for we know 
of no preparations he. made againft it. He 
had indeed demanded the twenty-four thoufand 
marks, the arrears of David's ranfom money ; 
but he fufFered the truce to elapfe, and the 
Scots, who had made difpofitions accordingly, 
renewed hoftilities. Without being a profeffed 
advocate for the rectitude of all the Scotch mea- 
fures at this time, I can find no reafon to con- 
demn them. If the Englifii were the original 
. infraftors of the peace; if they were the firft ag- 
greffors ; and if the Scots had fuffered by their 
injuftice, without receiving aiiy adequate repa- ' 
^ ration, (which undoubtedly was the cafe) Robert 

is not to be blamed for taking the firfl: opportu- 
' nity, upon the expiration of the truce, for de- 
manding it by arms. It is true, many hoftilities 
had pafled during the truce ; but it ftill ful^fted 
between the two crowns, and they were to be con- 
fidered as the lawlefs afts of individuals. Hav- 
ing faid thus much, I am far %;qfnr denying tihat 
the Scots took advantage ot the junfture, and 
that they would have afted otherwife, had, the 
fituation of their affairs been lefs favourable. 

In 
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In the beginning of the year 1384, the Eng- a. a 13^84* 
liih were fully conyinced that the Scots intend- ncwd bV-*" 
ed a rupture, by their not having fent their de- sco^V«!d 
puties to treat of a peace in parliament. The ^°fi^^^- 
duke of Lancafter, who was then on the bor-» 
(iers, was the firft to apprize his nephew of his 
danger; and money was fent to the duke to 
raife men for chaftiling the Scots. We are told 
that the Scots, Ifearing of the duke's prepara- 
tions, a<^ally did fend deputies tb London ; 
but that they were not admitted to an audience, 
on account of the treaty they had concluded 
with France, and the mean manner (as thd 
Engliih call it) in which they had deceived the 
nation, in this account there is nothing im-^ 
probable. The duke of Laacafter, who was at 
this time his nephew^s favourite, had always 
declared him£df againft a war with France and 
Scotland at the fame time ; and the Scots, out 
of regard to him, mi^t readily agree to foch 
a fiep. In the fpring the earls of Douglas and 
March took the caftle of Lochmaben, and inter^^ 
cepted a rich convoy which the Englifh were 
fending to Roxburgh. After this they burnt 
the caflle of Wark to the ground, and commit- 
ted fiich ravages in tfaMoorth of England, that 
feveral of th£ chief lah JlK^lders there repaired 
to court, and o&'^od tor refign their eftates to 
Richard, becaufe they were not able to defend 
them againft the Scots. The duke of Lancafter, 
who was now at the head of an army, could no 

Vol. Ill* S longer 
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A.D. 1384. longer forbear hoftilities; but while he was pre- 
paring to enter Scotland, the two earls and 
their followers took fuch meafures, that the in- 
habitants removed their perfons and efFeds out 
of danger. , 

The earl of Buckingham is faid to have ferv- 
ed undfer his brother the duke of Lancafter in 
this expedition, which was equally uncomfort- 
able and ineffeclual. The Englifh had no 
provifions on the road, but what they carried 
with them. They found not only the country, 
but Edinburgh itfelf, void of inhabitants, who 
had retired crofs the Forth with their effefts; 
and the duke, out of gratitude for paft favours, 
refufed to take the unmanly revenge of i^edu- 

, cing to aflies a town where he had of late been fo 

hofpitably entertained. The reader is not to ima- 
gine, that Edinburgh was then, as now, the ca- 

f wfd"b*^ pital of Scotland. It was difiinguiflied only by 

the duke of its cafile on' the weft, and a fine abbey on the 

Lancafter. 

eaft, the intermediate fpace being filled with 
wretched houfes, for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants taking refuge in the caftle in times 
of danger : nor do I perceive that that fort had 
been taken by the duke in this expedition ; fo 
that the charge brought by Englifli authors 
againft the duke for not burning Edinburgh to 
the ground, is weak and frivolous. We . may 
eafily fuppofe, that every thing of value had 
been removed out of the abbey, and his laying 
it in alhes would have been deemed only an act 

of 
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of wanton, unavailing, facrilege. The duke ^'^- '3«4» 
marched no farther than Edinburgh ; but we 
are told that, in his return to Berwic, he was 
ikirted by flying parties of the Scots, and that 
when he muftered his army he found its num- 
bers confiderably reduced. The duke's ene- 
mies did not fail to take advantage of his leni- 
ty, by mifreprefenting his conduft to his ne- 
phew ; upon whofe weak mind their charges 
made a confiderable impreflion : fo that the duke 
was obliged to retire to his caftle of Pomfret, 
which he ftrongly fortified. Being afterwards 
reconciled to Richard, he and the earl of Buck- 
ingham were fent as plenipotentiaries to treat 
with thofe of France, the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy. The demands of the French were 
fo high, that a truce could only be obtained to 
the firfl: of May 1 385, in which it was provided 
that Robert king of Scotland might be compre- 
hended, if he pleafed. 

I am uncertain as to the precife time when ^ new 

. treaty, 

the French auxiliaries landed in Scotland. For- 
dun, who carries his hiftory no farther than 
that year, fixes their arrival to the year 1385 ; 
but I find that fome of them had landed the 
preceding year. Be that as it will, Robert, pre- 
tending that the truce between the Englifli and 
French plenipotentiaries had not been properly 
fignified to him, gave no orders for a ceffation 
of hoftilities ; and the earls of Northumberland 
and Nottingham entered Scotland with ten 
S 2 thoufand 
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A.D.i3?4. thoufand horfc, and fix thoufand archers, but 
retired after ravaging fome part of the fouth. 
The Scots took a fevcrc rcviengc for this incurr 
iion, for they laid England wafte to the gates of 
Newcaftle, with fifteen thou&nd horfe, (if there 
is pot a miftake in the figures) confiding, as we 
are told, of the Lindfays, Douglas's,^ and Dun- 
bars. Soon after this, the truce was accepted 
of, at a place called Ayton, by cardinal Ward- 
law, bifliop of Glafgow, and the bifliop of Dun- 
keld, who were Robert's plenipotentiaries. 

A feeming reconciliation had been patched 
up between the duke of Lancafter, chief warden 
of the northern marches, and the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, who acted as his deputy, and as 
lord- lieutenant of Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, arid Weftmoreland. As fuchi he had en- 
gaged to keep the field againft the Scots from 
the firft of May to the eleventh of June this 
year ; for which fervice he was to receive four 
thoufand pounds, but with an exprefs provifo, 
that he ihould have a ftrift eye over the town 
of Berwic, and the caftle of Carlifle, This agree- 
ment was ratified by Richard on the fixteenth 
of May. Notwithftanding all thofe precautions, 
it is certain that, foon after this agreement was 
Berwic made, the town of Berwic fell into the hands 
rc-uken" of the Scots, as the Englifli fay, by their bribing 
the deputy-governor ; nor have I any evidence 
to contradict it. This lofs was reprefented at 
the court of England, by the duke of Lancai^er, 

in 
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in a light fo unfavourable for the earl of Nor- a. a 1384, 
tfaumberland, that, though abfent, he was im- 
peached, and condemned for treafon ; but the 
execution of the fentence was remitted by- 
Richard. His trial and condemnation undoubt- 
edly was premature ; for, without appearing in 
court, he kept the field, and made difpofitions 
for retaking Berwic. As that town had fallen 
into the hands of the Scots fince the conclufion 
of the late truce, the earl thought himfelf at li- 
berty to recover it; and without farther conful- 
tation he raifed a confiderable army, formed a 
regular fiege, and drew out his artillery. The 
invention of guns was^theli new to the Scots, 
and, perhaps, the earl's engineers were not very 
expert. Add to this, that it was then the middle 
of winter; fo that the fiege, if it Ihould con- 
tinue to any length, muft be attended with a 
confiderable expence, both in men and money. 
All that the earl aimed at, was to clear his ho- 
nour, by retaking the place; and he offered two 
thoufand marks to the captors, if they would 
furrender it. They accepted of the terms, and 
Berwic again returned to the poffeflion of the 
Englifti. 

This tranfaftion is a frefh proof of the irre- The truce 
gularity of thofe borderers. They had taken a p^o*«°8«^ 
town without any authority, during a truce ; 
and they fold it upon the fame mercenary prin- 
ciples. Though the earl of Northumberland 
was a declared enemy to the Scots, yet the en- 
mity 
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A.D. 1385. mi ty borne him by the duke of Lancafterrender- 
Rymer, ed him moderate. Having obtained his pardon, 
he entered into a negotiation with Douglas lord 
of Galloway, and they met at a place called 
Salom, on the river of Elk, in March 1385, 
where the truce was prolonged to the thir- 
teenth of July 1386; but in the intermediate 
time, they agreed to prepare matters for remov- 
ing all border differences. . The reader is not to 
fuppofe that this negotiation was national ; it 
was no more than a compromife between two 
haughty peers, each affefting independent 
powers ; for Robert and his minifters, at this 
time, were meditating a moil dreadful blow 
againft England. 

The death of the earl of Flanders had put his 
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affifted from fou-in-law, the duke of Burgundy, in poffefSon 
of his great eftate, by which he became, perhaps, 
the moft powerful prince upon the continent of 
Europe. The inhabitants of Ghent, however, 
refufed him for their mafter, and were protec- 
ted by Richard. The duke of Burgundy, pro- 
voked at this, propofed to the French court an 
invafion of England in concert with Scotland, 
which was agreed to. A fleet was accordingly 
equipped at Sluys, on board of which John de 
Vienne, the French admiral, embarked^ carry- 
ing with him fifty thoufand pounds in gold, 
advanced by the duke of Burgundy, to be dif- 
tributed in Scotland, where the admiral arrived 

Fordua. fafc v/ith a confiderable reinforcement, befides 

fup- 
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iupplies of all kinds of military ftores. Robert ^^' ^2^s* 
gave his acquittance for the whole fum, which 
was diftributed in the following proportions. 
The king of Scotland himfelf received ten thou- Rynier, 
fand pounds (livres); the cardinal bifhop of r^igl"' 
Glafgow fix thoufand ; the earl of Carrie, the 
king's eldeft fon, five thoufand five hundred ; 
his fecond fon, the earl of Fife, three thoufand ; 
his coufin, the earl of Douglas, feven thoufand 
five hundred ; the earl of March four thoufand; 
the earl of Murray one thoufand ; Archibald 
Douglas, lord of Galloway, five thoufand five 
hundred ; James Lindfay two thoufand ; David 
Lindfay five hundred ; Malcolm Drummond 
four hundred; Thomas Hay four hundred; 
William Kierby feven hundred; Henry Douglas 
three hundred; John Johnfton three hundred; 
William Stewart one hundred; Henry Prefton, 
knight, fixty ; Thomas Erfkine five hundred ; 
William Lindfay five hundred ; William Cun- 
ningham five hundred ; Robert Grant, Efq. 
forty ; Mailer Mace Glandaulbin fixty ; John 
Gray ten. The remainder was given, by equal 
proportions, to John Blaiffay, Girert de Bour- 
bon, Euftace Bendenay, John de Fountainer, 
and Michael de la Frofle, all French knights. 
Befides thofe feveral fums, Robert made a pre- 
fent to the admiral of fix thoufand pounds, for 
replacing the horfes he had loft in the voyage. 
The numbers of the French auxiliaries on 
this occafion are varioufly reported. Fordun 

makes 
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A.D. i3«s, makes them amount ^ to eleven I^undred, of 
whom five hundred were men at arms. His 
continuators and Buchanan fay they were two 
thoufand) and that the admiral brought with 
him four hundred fuits of complete armour, ta 
be diftributed among the braveft of the Scots 
knights and officers. This fupply carried with 
• it a moil generous appearance; but it was 
afforded upon felfiih, interefted priqciples, for 
the admiral was intruded to mind the affairs 
of Scotland no more than as they were con-* 
necled with the views of the French court. 
The French landed at Leith and Dunbar, and a 
meeting of the Scots ftate^ was held at Edin* 
burgh, where the French admiral produced tha 
magnificent prefents he brought from his maf<- 
ter to Robert, and the Scotch nobility. The 
Scots were wonderfully elated at the great atf 
tention paid them by the French king ; but a 
fudden revolution of affairs in Flanders dif- 
appointed the invafion, which had been planned 
with equal vigour and forefight. 
By mirom A ftrong fleet of French and Flemings re-* 
akL^ed. mained ftill at Sluys, waiting for a fair wind 
to iail for the fouth of England, about the time 
the Scots were to begin their operations in the 
north. The example of the Ghentois, however, 
had encouraged Damme, and other towns ia 
Flanders, to revolt ; and the duke of Burgui^dy 

• Here Fordun's Hiftcxry ends, but it is continued by Bower, 
or Bowinaker, and other hands* 

per- 
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perfuadcd the French Jang, that it was more a.d. 1385. 
proper to employ his army againft the Fle- 
mingSy than againft the|lnglifliffo that the ex- 
pedition againft the latter was e^ntirely lai4 
^fide. This Jeft the Englifli at liberty to ,em- 
jploy the .whole force of their arms againft Scot- 
land ; and young Richard, who had never be- 
fore headed an army, took tl^e fieild with one 
more powerful than (if we ace to believe Wal- 
fingham ^ ) England had ever feen before. Ro- 
bert and his generals were neither intimidated 
by .the great preparations of the Engliih, nor 
jnifled by the fpecio«s promifes 9f jthe French. 
The Scotch army lay encamped 'near Edin- 
burgh, and the admiral inceflantly preffed Ro- 
bert to give orders for its m^i^ch; biithe ei^cuf- 
edliimfelf till he fhould hear of the French 
.^ai^ding ia England. J am apt to think that, 
.by* the original concert, they were .to have land- 
Cfl at Milford. haven, as the inhabitants of 
W;ales ,were at this time ripe for an infurreftion 
jagainft the Engliih government ; and very pqf- 
fibjy the admiral , himfelf was ignorant of the 
revolution which had happened ^n Flander.s. 
^His foUicitations were fo preffing,th^t. Robert 
atlaft wnfented to lend him three thoufand o£ 
his beft troops. His intention was to have 
marched with theip.and his^ French auxiliaries 

* He fays that the cavalry alone amounted to three hundreds 
.jfcbouAuidi a number fo inci:cdil>le, '^tJbat I could byi^o .me»jtt 
give it a p^oce in tjic tpct. 

Vol* HI. ' T through 
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A. D. J385. through England into Wales, where he expeftcd 
to be joined by a large body of natives* It 
is probable, however, that he concealed his dc- 
fign ; for after he had broken into Northum- 

Tiiey invade berland, where he reduced feveral places of no 
'*^* fmall importance, and made a confiderable 
booty ; he difclofed his intentions to Douglas 
and the other Scotch generals, who treated it 
as ridiculous, and returrieid home to the defence 
6f their own country. Polydore Virgil, who 
wrote the hiftory of England, fays, on the con- 
trary, that the admiral and his army were pre- 
paring to befiege York, when they heard that 
the Englifh army had. got between them and 
Scotland ; upon which he and his Frenchmen 
puflied forvcards to Wales, where they remain- 
ed during the reft of the campaign. The 
Scotch hiftorians give na'countenance to this 
relation, and Fordun's continuator fays, that 
the combined army took Ford, Wark, and Cor- 
val, but that the admiral would not agree to 
/ their befieging Carlille, and that they returned 
with a great booty to Scotland ; but with vaft 
difficulty, for the duke of Lancafter had been 
fent with a ftrong detachment of the Englifh 
army to cut off their retreat. Robert remained 
ftill encamped with about twenty thoufand men 
near Edinburgh, but greatly out of humour with 
the French. Thofe auxiliaries, according to the * 
ufual difpofition of their nation, had behaved 
^ith ^rea( infolence j and the admiral had de- 
bauched 
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bauched a lady of quality, which Robert highly a. d. 1385, 
x^efented. He accufed the French court of having 
'deceived him, after having drawn upon him 
felf the whole power of England; and indeed it 
required nq fmall degi'ee both of courage and 
conduia, to ward off the deftru6lion with which 
Scotland was now threatened. 

The Englilh fleet was then at fea, under the I^l^^ 
lord Thomas Piercy, but far inferior in force to ^"'**'' 
that .of the French and Flemings ; fb that it 
acted only as a/quadi'6.n of obferVation, and at- 
tended the. great army under Richard, who was 
now marching towa^^ds Edinburgh. Robert, 
mindful o£ the great Brute's dying advice, 
!knew it would be worfe than madnefs to ven- 
ture a decifive battle, to which he was urged by 
the admiral of France. . He tjterefore retired 
with the . main body of his army acrofs the 
Forth, while Riphard was marching towards 
Edinburgh. The latter having pafled Berwic, 
found the country of Scotland a defart; and he 
met with no oppofition till he came to Edin- 
burgh, where he burnt a few miferable huts, 
which then compofed that city. Robert, before 
he retired northwards, had given the command 
of a body of troops to the lord Douglas and 
other officers, who harraffed the Englifli army 
to fuch a degree, that he found a confiderablc 
diminution of his numbers, without having 
gained thefmalleft advantage, except that of lay- 
ing, the ^bbey of Melrofs, as well as the towix 
T 2 o^ 
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A. D. 1385. of Eciinburgli, in alEcs. He had, in imitation 
of his great grandfather, Edward the fecohd^ 
entered Scotland with amazing parade; and his 
; army had been well fupplied by his fleet. Hap- 
pily ibr the Scots, he was governed by dlffolutc 
minions, who hated the toils, as much as they 
loved the pomp, of war. Thefe formed a 
ftrong confederacy againft the duke of Lan- 
cafter, who urged him to carry the war acrofs 
the Forth. It was iniinuated to Richard, that 
the duke gave this advice only to promote his 
own ambitious views, by putting himfelf at tlie 
head of the army ; and they at la^l taxed him 
with treafonable practices. Richard had not the 
fpirit to bring either the duke or his accufers to 
a trial ; and the du^ke fiill inlifted upon the army 
paifing the Forth. Richard's anfwerwas, <<I and 
my army never fhall go forther north; you and 
yom^'s, if you pleafe, may. The duke's reply 
was, "that he was a fubjeft, and under con- 
"troul." ««That you are not,'' faid Richard, with a 
cloudy brow, and left the room abruptly, 
tut are for- Though the behaviour of the Scots, dtiring 
«r»t?'*" this expedition, has not been diftinguilhed in 
hiftory equally with the glory they acquired at 
Bannockbum^ yet their conduA wals equally 
brave and politic. The earls of Douglas, Fife, 
and March, entered the Englifli marches, burnt 
Penrith, and carried their ravages to the gates 
of Newcaftle; while the Englifli army^ under 
Richard were fufFering all the ndiferies of "fa- 
mine 
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liline and fatigue, their fopplies from the fleet a. 0.13*5. 
having failed them through the inclemenqr of 
the Vs^dather. The irruption of the Scots into 
Ifitiglattd gaVe the earl of Oxford, who was a 
rififtg favourite with Richard, an opportunity 
of retnOftfttatirig Upon the neceffity of return- 
ing to defend his Englifli dominions. The duke 
t)iF LancafteT ftill infifted upon carrying the war 
iacrofs the tdrtk; but his perfeverance ferved 
T}nly to eiricreafe Richard*s fufpicions ; and he 
fcvacu'ated Scotland after Jofing great numbers 
^f ttien and horfes, without performing the leaft 
exploit Worthy his amazing and expenfive pre- 
parations. 

Upon the retreat of the Epglifh fouthwards, ^he scoti 
the Scotch and the French armies reunited, and ^^^^^ 
a council of war was held to deliberate upon ^'««*»* 
the fiege of Roxburgh, which Was aftuaHy 
"formed. The Trench engineei^ were chiefly 
depended upon for the fuccefsof the undertak- 
ing, and their admiral had the infdlence to de- 
mand that, if the town was taken, it ih^uld be 
pilt ittto his matter's hands, to indemnify him 
fdr the expefttces of the campaign. Robert, who 
1>6fore'that time, had been heartily «xa§)erated 
againft the Fi-ench, was fo rtmdi provokpd at 
'this .requeft, that, by the advice of his great 
men, he ordered the fiege to be raifed. This 
is a proof that the king and nobility of Scot* 
land were deftitute neither df fpirit nor polftc: 
nefs^ even towards the^rcnch. Robert declin-- 

ed 
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A.D. 1385, cd ptiniihing their general as he deferved ; but^ 
at the fame time, he gave him a proof how 
much he refented his demand. The French, 
upon this, prepared for their embarkation.; 
but the Scots demanded payment of the debtsr 
they had contrafted; and threatened, unlels 
they were fatisfied, to cut tjiem off from their 
ihips. All accounts agree, that the behaviour 
of thofe auxiliaries, while they were in Scot- 
land, was intolerable ; and I perceive, that the 
admiral took upon himfelf the payment of their 
creditors : upon which, Robert detained him, 
and fomc of the chief officers, but contemptu- 
culiy fuffefed the common men to return to 
their own country, about the beginning of the 
i3t6. ycari38(J. 

The mutual neccffity which the French and 
the Scots were under to fupport each other, 
prevented their quarrels in Scotland from being 
attended with any difagreeable confequences. 
The behaviour of the French court, while their 
troops lay in Scotland, had been indeed infa- 
mous; for, though they were matters of the 
feas, they made no attempt towards fulfilling 
their engagements with Robert, who was left 
to fuftain the whole weight of a war which he 
had undertaken at their requeft. The French 
king made the only apology that was in his 
power for the behaviour of • his fubjecb, by 
heaping honours upon the Scots who were in 
his fervice, and keeping up his friendihip with 

Robert, 
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Rdbert, whofc troops, after the French were a.d.i3$«. 
gone, continued to ravage England. At laft, ^ ^^ 
)a truce was concluded between the earJs of ttuce, 
Douglas and March for the Scots, and the lord 
Nevil for the Englilh, which was to laft from 
the twenty-feventh of June, 1 386, to the laft 
of May, 1387. This truce accounts for. the is^r- 
barrennefs of hiftorical matter during its con- 
tinuance, as the Scotch hiftorians have been 
too negligent as to civil affairs at this period. 
We are told, however, that during the truce 
queen Euphane, Robert's wife, died, and that ' 

Robert gave hia- daughter, Giles, in marriage 
to William Douglas, who is celebrated for the 
beauty of his perfon, and his aftivity in arms, 
and created, by Robert, lord Nithfdale. 
^ No fooner was the truce expired, than the jr^und ;«. 
^ar broke out with frefli fury. The earis of Si sX 
J?ife and Douglas ravaged Northumberland and 
Weftmoreland, and the new-created lord Nithf- 
dale defeated a party of three thoufand Engr 
iifh, of whom two hundred were killed, and 
£yc hundred made prifoners. This nobleman, 
in hopes of rivalling the Bruces and Scotch 
Warriors of former times, formed the J)lan of 
*a very bold expedition againft Ireland. That 
people, ever fince Richard's acceffion, had been re- 
jnarkably aftivq againft the Scots, and had made 
feveral defcents on the weftern parts of the king- 
dom. This behaviour from a race of men 
whom the Scots looked upon as brothers, and 

who 
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A.D. J3SS. who had fo lately recognized one of their royaji 
family as their king, wa^ highly refente^i and 
Douglas, «2»rly in the y^ear 1 388^ qbtsuned per* 
jniflion to raife a hody of troops for a defcent 
npqn Ireland* Jtje was joined by the earl of 
Fife, and they had grieat fuccefs in their inva- 
iion. They dei^ted the Irilh militia of pui^j 
dalk and Gaflingfwd. They plundered the 
latter town, and Iqaded fifteen &ips, which 
ihey found in its harbour, with their booty. 
From thence th6 two noble adventurers fet fa^ 
for the Ille of -M^n, then belonging to the 
Montague -family, the profeft epemies of the 
, Scots ; and ha^lfOig laid it wafte, they returned 
Avith their fpoils^ to Scotland, where they landed 
near Loch^Rian* Thofe fucccffes encouraged 
Robert to inake .^higher attempts. He called 
his parlhunent together at Aberdeen, where 
a doable inrvofion of EnglfUid was jrefolveif 
upon. Two armies were raifed ; the one, con- 
ailing of fifteen! thoufand men, was command*- 
ed by the : earls of Fife :»Qd -M^ntei A, Douglal^ 
lord of Galloway, :and Ales^ander lind&y; 
the other army, couiUining the Uke, number; 
was commanded by the earls pf Do\igIas^ 
Enf land March, Crawford, ; Murray, . the Ipiid high cour 
Aable of Scotland, and other noblemen. Both 
armies rendezvouied .at :Jedhurgh, where thc^y 
parted. That under . the earl of Fife entered 
by the weft marchea into C]Hmberland,.and that 
under the earls of Pwglas jeid March fell dji- 

rcftly 
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reftly into Northumberland, which was laid a. 0.138$. 
Wafte ^ ; and both armies, according to concept, 
joined within ten miles of Newcaftle, 

Ail the nortli of England was thrown into Brittle of 
the moft dreadful confternation by this inva- "" ""*' 
iion. Newcaftle w^s defended by the earl of 
Northumberland, whofe age and infirmities 
di&bled him from taking the field ; but his 
place was more than fupplied by his two. fons, 
Henry and Ralph, the former being well knowiv 
in the Engliih hiflory by the name of Hotfpur, 
which he obtained from his fiery difpofition* 
The town was garrifoned by the flower of the 
Engliih nobility and gentry, as well as the in^ 
habitants of the adjacent counties, who had 
fled thither for refuge. Douglas, to difiinguifh 
himfelf, feleded two thoufand foot, and three 
hundred horfeipen, out of the two armies, and 
encamped on the north fide of the town, with 
a view (as the Scots fay) of ftorming it next 
day. In the mean time, he received a chal- 
lenge from the Kotfpur Piercy, to fight him 
hand to hand, with iharp ground fpears, in 
view of both armies. Douglas accepted of the 
challenge. The combatants met. Piercy was 
unhorfed in the firft encounter, and forced to 
take refuge within the portcullis or gate of the 

• This expedition is celebrated in monkifti verfe, by one Tho- 
mas Varoyc (or Barry) provoft of Bothwell, who lived at th^ 
time. (Sec Macken?.ie*s Lives of the Scots Writer*, vol, I.) A 
very particular account of it is likcwife given by FroiiTard. 

Vol. III. U town. 
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A^D.1388. tovn^ from whence Douglas brought off Hot- 
ipyr's l^ce, with a p^naon affixed to it, and 
fwore in his hearing, that he would carry it in 
triumph to Scotland. Next day, the carl of 
Douglas ordered the town-ditch to be filled up 
with hay and faggots, and his men applied 
their ladders to the walls, to take the place by 
ftorm ; but there is reafon to believe, that he 
had received a large reinforcement from the 
main army* His men were beat in their at- 
tempt to ftorm the town, the befieged being 
far morq nun\erous than the affailants; and in 
the night-time the latter decamped. Picrcy, 
breathing revenge, purfued them, and over- 
took them, at Otterbum. According to the 
continuator of Fordun (who tells us, that he 
was born that very year) the principal divifion 
of the Scotch army, under the earl of Fife, had 
taken a diflferent rout from that under Doug- 
las, who, with the earls of March and Murra^y^ 
were unarmed, and preparirfg to fit down to 
fopper, when they had intelligence of the ap- 
proach of the Englilh. The Scotch army, in 
an kiftant, was under zrw? ; but fuch was their 
confufion, that the earl of Douglas, in the 
hurry, forgot his cuirafi. Both leaders en- 
couraged their nien by the moft animating 
fpeecbes, and both parties waited for the rife 
of the moon, which happened that night to. 
be unufually bright. The battle being joined 
upon the moon's appearance, the Scots at firft 

gave 
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^ve waijr^, bat being rallied by lioiiglas^, \l^h6 A.ti.i^zt 
fought with a battlc-ax, and n^infort^d by Pa- 
trick Hepbrrrn, hiis fonv Mtd his attetidanf i^, the 
Ehglifii were routed, th<Su^ greatly fuperior 
in number-; but the brave earl of bonghs^ 
being mortally wounded, was cairried to his 
ten!ty ^jdiere he expired in the morning. His 
precaution was fuch, that his misfortune waj; 
coftfcseaied from his meA^ who^ thinking them- 
feives* invincible under his command, totally 
routed the Englilh, of whom twelve hundred g^scow 
wetq tilled on the fpot,. ahd an hundred per- 
fons qf diftindion (4mong whom were the two 
Piercics) were mide prifoners by Keith, then 
marflial of Scotland. The chief of the other 
Englifti were Robert Ogle, Thomas Halberfci 
John Lilbum,' William Wauchlutie, Robert He- 
ron^ the baron of Hilton, John Colvil, and 
Patrick Lovel, knights ; whofe ranfoms brought 
large fums of money into Scotland. 

Such was the famous battle of Otterburn, tofien 
which is univerfally sdlowed to have been the 
beft fought of any in that age. Froiflard, 
whom I halve chiefly followed, had his rela- 
tion, and a very minute one it is, from two 
Scotch and two French knights, who were pre- 
fent ; but the accounts given of it by Wjilfing- 
ham, andfome other Engliihhiftori^ns, are abfurd 
beyond all belief. We are obliged to Barry ^ 

* fAsLckttiZiCt the Scotch biographer, was fo uninformed, as 
not to knpw diat Barry's poem was publiihed by Bbwmaker, thp 
continuator of f ordun. 

U 2 . (for 
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Ai 0.138$. (for all hiftorians have overlooked them) 
for the names of the brave Scotchmen who 
fell in this engagement They were Harte, 
a knight; Joh^ Towers, William Muflict (de 
Monte fixo), Simon Glendonwyn, a young 
gentleman of the name of Glenflan, and ano- 
ther called Wedderburn. Buchanan, who has 
given us a particular but elegant account of 
this battle, fays, that the vidory was greatly 
owing to a rifing-ground which the Scots got 
{>offeffion of; and that after Douglas was mor- 
tally wounded, his body was defended by his 
pricft, who always attended him ; that the 
younger Piercy was wounded ; and that of the 
Engliih eighteen hundred and forty were kill- 
ed, a thoufand wounded, and a thoufand and 
forty taken prifoners ; but of the Scots no more 
were killed than an hundred, and two hundred 
taken prifoners. The fame author acquaints 
us of a particular which it may not be imperti-^ 
nent to mention here : that the borderers of 
both nations, when they made a prifoner, al- 
ways fuffered him to depart, upon his pledging 
his word of .honour that he would return by 
an appointed day ; and that, in cafe of failure^ 
the captor, at the firft border-meeting, pro- 
claimed his prifoner's perfidy, by holding up a 
glove upon the point of a fpear ; which was 
accounted to be fuch a mark of infamy, that 
jjo man of honour, not even his neareft rela- 
tipn, >vould ever after keep him company, 

At 
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At the time that Piercy was purfuing Doug* ^;^J^^ 
laSy the biihop of Durham was marching to* <^« ^^ 
wards Newcafile with an army often thoufand 
men ; but was informed by the run-aways of 
Picrcy's defeat^ which happened on the twenty- 
BrSt of July. A council of war being held, 
the biihop .refolved to purfue the Scots, hoping 
for an eafy conqueft, tired as they were with 
the preceding day's battle, knd laden with 
plunder. His army was firfi perceived by James 
Lindfay, who had a little before releafed, upon, 
his word of honour, Redman, the governor of 
Berwic; but was now taken prifoner in his 
turn. The earl of Murray, who then com- 
manded in chief, held a confultation.to deli-' 
berate how to proceed. It was agreed to ven- 
ture a battle. Their prifoners were almoft as 
numerous as their army; and precedents are 
to be found in hiftory (in thofe of Ei^land 
particularly) when prifoners, in like exigen- 
cies, were put to the fword. The Scotch ge- 
nenlls, with a magnanimity that does honour 
to their memory and their country, difdained 
fuch barbarity, and required no more of their 
prifoners than their words of honour that they 
would remain in the camp inactive, and conti* 
nue prifoners ftill. This condition being com- 
plied with, the Scots drew out their army for 
battle. Their rear was fecured by marfhes, and 
their flanks by large trees which they had 
felled. Their appearance, which carried no 



natiOAs. 
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JL V. i3^s. %n ct fatigue or defpondehcy^ ftnsck the £)Dg« 
lifli ; and tbcy were terrified by the dreiidM 
Ibimds of title bugle^homs^. of \irlnc2i ^i^^ery 
Srcotdbman carried oHe to t3ie fieM^ fimg 
about fais neck, and \idiich \inere mtltiplied i^y 
the neighbouring mountains. In 'Aort^ lihe 
prdate refolyed upoii a retreat^ imdr returned 
to Newcaftle, whilfe his enemies dontinucd 
, their march to Scotland. 
Mottrti The Engliih appear to have aifibed ^ith great 

^^J^J^ honour on this occafion, «id the Scots ercn 
outdid their former getierofity. . They difoiifiiErd 
fix hundred of their common prifoners with- 
out ranfom. The lord Ralph Hetcy was fufj 
feredy on his word of honour, to gt> to Htvl!^ 
cafilie to be cured of his wounds ; ahd thfe fe- 
ttisdning prifoners were d*firdd to fix their 
ott^n i^anfom, after they were tarried to Scot- 
laod a6 evidences of the viftorious campaign^ 
So far as we know, no Engliflimiaft, on thii 
occa^on, forfeited his word; and particular 
mention is made of Redtnati, who feeing Lind-* 
iay a prifoner at Newcaftle> dimiffed him with- 
out any ranfom. The main divifiOn of the 
Scotch army, under Robert earl of Fife *, fc- 
cond fon to the king, was in Cumberland when 

• He was the fixteenth earl of Fife, and afterwards diikc 6f 

Albany, and regent. He married the lady Margaret, daughter 
to the earl of Menteith, in whofc right, as heirefs of tailzie, of 
^le earldom of Fife, and by th« diipofttipn m^e. to him by the 
countefs, hegot it, 

.they' 
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tfe^ lieard of the detith of Douglas^ which em- a.d. i^tz* 
faeitteredall their joy foe their fortunate expe- 
dition ; &> that' they appeained as if they had: 
been defeate4. Douglas undoubtedly was one 
q£ the greateft nifin.of that age. He is faid^ fayr 
the writers. o£ the Scotch Peerage^ to have^ 
been manied to one of Robert's daughters; 
but dyii^ without iflUe, he was fucceeded by 
hdsbcotheD Archibald, called^ fronyhisfwarthy 
complexion, theGmn* Bythistime^ Robertas 
age and infirnuties had difaUed him from the 
management, of afikirs, the weight of which 
fit£^ upon hi$ fon, the earl* of Fife; his eldeflr 
fon^ being by nature indolent, and lame by an* 
unlucky blow he received from an horfe. The 
earl anfwered all the expe&ations the Scots 
had conceived from bis valour and adivity* 
Hia d^fcent upon Irdand renders it very pro- 
l^ablp, that he was> in hopes of that crown ; but' 
he ttow found full employment at home. The 
eairl^mar&al df» England had been named by* 
Hichard his warden of the Scotch marches; 
asid the hiftovies c£ both kingdoms mention, 
but without giving us any particulars (from 
which we may coacludc it was of very little 
confequeixce) of an irruption made this year 
by the Engliih into Scotland, We learn,, with 
naore certainty, from records, that after the iiym«, 
earfs of Fife and' Douglas returned from their 
Irifli expedition, and while the Englifli parlia- 
ment was fitting, the biihop of Durham, the 

earl 
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A.D.138S. earl of Northumberland, the lord Nevil, Sif 
Brian Stapleton, and one doctor Rowhall, were 
charged with a commiffion to inake a final 
peace with the Scots ; but the negociation had 
no effed. Mowbray, earKmairflial of England^ 
had fucceeded the earl of Northumberland a$ 
warden of the Scotch marches; and being a 
proud, weak> man, he infulted the friends of" 
the former wardens for having been fo often 
beaten by the Scots. This coming to the know^ ' 
ledge of the latter, they renewed hofiilities 
againft England with double fury ; fo that the 
vain-glorious warden, after being repeatedly 
beaten in the field, maintained himfelf, with 
great difficulty, upon the defenfive. 
The carl of The carl of Fife, who had, at this time, all 
l^X^ the executive power of government in his own . 
****** hands, fought to raife his reputation by his 

»3«9» valour. Early in the fpring of the year 1389, 
he raifed an army, with which he infulted that . 
commanded by the Englifh warden, who en* 
trenched himfelf, while the Scots plundered 
the ac^acent country. By this time, the duke 
of Lancafter had terminated his affairs in Spain 
and Portugal to great advantage. Though be 
had refigned all his claims upon the crown of 
Caftile, yet he married his eldeft daughter, 
whom he had by the heirefs of Peter the Cruel, 
the legitimate king of Caftile, to prince Henry> 
the regnant king, and received immenfe pecu- 
niary confiderations bcfidcs, for his and his 

wife's 
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wile's renunciations, having before this married a. a i3«9. 
a^iother daughter to the king of Portugal. Up- 
on the duke's return out of Spain, he was, by 
his nephew, the king of England, appointed 
his Heutenant-govemor of Guienne; and the 
duke wifely made ufe of all his power and cre^ 
dit at the En^iih court to bring about a peace, 
i^hich Qiight jfecure to his ibnsrin-law and him-i 
£slf the. uninterrupted enjoyment of their do«< 
minions^ which always wa& liable to be broke 
iato by the difl^rences l}etween France and 
England. On the fifteenth of November the 
pifcccdiag yearsi fome overtures for peace had 
beenr made ; and the c^ifer^ces being conti'-. 
nvksd from tin^ to time, a truce was at laft 
agreed to m the church of ]^eliBghan, a place 
lying between Caliis and Boulogne* This truce 
was to bit from ^he nineteenth of June, i ^9, 
when the treaty was concluded, to the fix* Atruce^ 
teenth of Auguft, ijjta j md the allies, of botl^ 
crowns had the liberty of being included ki it 
Thofc on the part of Frwc€ were the kmgs oif 
the Romans and Scotland, Arragoo, and Na- 
varre J the earl of March in ScQl^nd, the Ifte 
of Mao, the duchefi of Brabanti s^d the re^ 
pnbKc of Genoa. The alHes on the pa^t o£ 
England were the kingsiof the Romans, For* 
tugal, andArragon; the earl of SaWbury, the 
lordfliip of Man, the duke of Gueldres^ John ' 
lord of the Iflcs, and the republic Q^ Geno^i. 
Vo^JlI. X Th« 
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A. 0.1389. The comprehcnfion of the earls of Salifbury 
^uhcud^^' and March; as allies to two fovereign powers^ 
j^i["*** i^vi& have been occaiioned by the conteft be- 
tween them concerning the Ifle of Man, and 
other lands lying upon the borders, whicli 
were in debate between the two kingdoms. 
Large trafts of country were under this uncer- 
tainty ; for though no difpute might be as to 
the immediate poffeffion, yet great contefts 
often arofe with regard to the kingdom to 
which they belonged. In fuch a fituation, nei- 
ther of thofe noblem^en could be faid to have 
had an immediate fuperior for part of their 
eftates ; and therefore both of them were very 
properly comprehended in the truce, till their 
differences could be fettled by a general peace. 
As to the lord of the Ifles, he and his predecet 
fbrs, as Vire have often feen, always affected an 
independency upon the crown of Scotland, in 
which they had been encouraged by the Eng- 
Ufii government ; a^d Richard had entered, iii 
1388, into a treaty with the reigning lord, 
through the agency of the bifiiop of the Ifles. 
Xyaw. This was highly affronting to the crown and 
people of Scotland. The king confidered that 
lord as his fubje^i:, and the taobles as their peer, 
• or perhaps in an inferior capacity. .When this 
terms of the trtiee, therefore, came to be made 
public, they met with a ftrong oppoiidon in 
parliament, though the aged and infirm Robert 
fijfficiently intimated ^^ inclination to peace. 

Aber- 
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Abcrcromby is in a violent paflion with Bug- a. d. 13^9. 
hanan, for faying that Robert "was able to f/Ab^H^" 
make neither peace nor war, but by the public ^^^y^ 
advice of the ftates ; neither could he promife 
any firm truce, without their decree in the 
cafe." He thinks that this is a notorious falfe- 
hood, and gives no other reafoa for his opi- 
nion, but that the kings of Scotland, in thofci 
.days, ^crc defpotic^ for the whole of his argu- 
. ment upon the head amounts to no more. He 
a4d8,.th^t. the parliament was willing to agreis 
to the truce; but that it was pppofed by the 
army. This argument of Aljercrpnaby's refts 
.«i|tirely on .words,, apd is fcarcely virorth a ferj- 
ous. refutjLtipn ; for that Buchanan is materially 
right, and that the Scotch noblemen of thofe 
days knew the true principles of liberty, can l^e 
a doubt with none who has read their letter to 
the pope, which! have e^ibited in the life of 
Kobert the firft. Such a fet of men never could 
think th^mfelves precluded from, giving their 
advice, by any arbitr^iry claim of the crown ; 
and we find,, in fad, that their kings confulted 
them as thpjgr gr^.t council, (for a parliament is 
fuch) in all affairs of moment. As to the dif- 
tinftion between the parliament and the army, 
it is merely nugatory, becaufe the. members of 
- the former compofed the heads of the latter. ^ 

Upon. the whole, there is no reafon to doubt ^ij^^V^f 
that the Scotch nobility thought their king was . 
X ar too 
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A.D. 13S9. too mncli under Trench influence ; and ^at IiIb 
favourite aDy made ufe of the fnendlhip ai the 
Scots only to ferve liis own ends. They kntw 
that fuch a truce was equally convenient for 
'France as England. Their own army was nu- 
merous, full of fpirits, viftorious, and well 
difciplined, and ready at a moment's warning 
to have invaded En^and, whidh was in no 
condition to face them.. Their ^^ppofition, 
in fhort, to the truce was fuch, that the <:QUi% 
of France thought f)roper to fend over ambs^ 
fadors to perfuade them to com^tance; and If 
they Should fail, to inform the chi^ nobility, 
thi^t they were to expeft no affifiahce frwn the 
continent, either of men or money. Upon thek 
arrival in Scotland, they found part of thek 
biifinefs done to their hands. The great nobte* 
men, from afieAion and compaffion for thek 
aged king, began to reUfii the propolkion for a 
truccf which was to give fome refpite to thek 
country; and, more than probably, ibme of 
them were influenced by the pecuniary argu« 
ments, which the ambafladors were empoweicd 
to employ. Upon their arrival -at the Camp, 
hpwever, they found it in fuch a combuftion, 
that nothing but that reverential awe, which the 
ancient Scots always entertained for thek fupe- 
riors, could have prevented them fpom being in- 
fulted. The nobility, to convince the ambafla- 
dors of the excellent ftate of the Scc^tch army, 
"- • - as 
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^ wdB as their 6wn power over their inftriorSt a,ix i^ 
ordered it to*be drawti out before theftt ; mad 
the coumrtsen^fce of the ibldiery waa ftich u 
t»nvinced thifiii of the difficulty of obliging 
tfacm to agree to the truce. They harsmgued 
them IB tbe moft footlkitig manner; but the 
common wen ftiU Infiftiog upon dieir not iofing 
^^elruits of the campaign, their chieftains took 
up the argument, and with feme difficulty .pre«- 
▼ailed ii^oh them to iay down their arms, 
hf thi^ealjentBg to abandon them to diek own 
tea^tiog. it is uncert^ wbet^er Robert and 
^is iSpn, die earl of Hfe, were prefent on llus 
^ccmSmu it 18 prqbable they mrere, and that 
4heir pre&nce contributed greatly to pie&rve 
-the puUic tranqnilUty* fiobert jhavisg fivorn 
to the truce, fisnt Henry iDouglas and Adam 
Gle&dttbning^ as iuis ploiipotentiaries, to ^^^^ 
ttichaid; aord they reccoved his oatb of obier- 
'vati^i on the twentyHferentb of September. 

Scarcdy was this trtioe finiihed, when the TofumOMi 
peace 4Df die nation was moft facrilegioufly vio- of B^Tcb!!^ 
lated by Robert's fecond ifon, the earl of Buchan^ 
^who, upon a quaricl with the biihop of Murray, . 
burnt down that fine cathedral, which our hif- 
^torians have <:ailed the lanthorn and ornament 
of the north of Scotland. The earFs prefump- 
tion was fuch, that he appeared in his father'^ 
;prefence after this atrocious crime ; but Robert, 
oldas he was, ordered him to be apprehended 
and ftridly imprifoned. A civil wac would 

have 
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A.b. 139Q. have been the confequence, had the earl of Fife 
exerted his authority oir the occafion ; but the 
veutratidn the people entertainpdfor their aged 
monarchy prefervcd every thing quiet This 

Bcaib was the laft ad of Robert's reign ; for he. died 
foonafter^ at his caftle of Dundonald^ in the 
feventy-fourth, or feventy-fifth, year of his a^e^ 
and the nineteenth of his reign, on the ninfct* 
teenth of April 1 390. r 

ta^^iS^ Robert's. qualities, as a king and a general^ 

beru vrere father of the iblid than the fplendid kind. 

In his youth he had aded, as we have already 
feen, with great fpirit and courage ; but he wa$ 
fometimes fo niuch under the influence of 
others,- that he loft fight of the public good, 
and the national independency. He foon, how- 
ever, acquired proper notions of both, and ever 
after aded with great firmnefs. and patriotifxn*. 
That he muft have been a man of parts, appear^ 
evidently, by his maintaining himfelf with credit 
and dignity under the frowns of his uncle Da- 
vid, and by his peaceable acceifionito the throne. 
I have already obfervcd, that the retreat he made 
from the battle of Durham, which pccalioaed 
David's difpleafure, faved his countiy from irre« 
trievable ruin; and it was chiefly 0wing to his 
firmnefs, that, during the latter years of that 
prince's reign, Scotland did not beiGdpiie a pro^ 
vince either to France or England. Bii€haii3» 
fays, that fome charged him with cowardlG^ ;: 
but I believe this charge is no mofe than the 

malicious 
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malicldns infinuatidn of Buchanan himfelf, from a.d. 139a 
liis cartyittg on wai; by his generals. He waa 
fifty*feyen yeai^ of age before he mounted the 
throne, and he wa6 feventy before any declared 
war broke out between his crown and that of 
England. What opportunity then had he to 
difplay his perfonal valour ? Buchanan, after 
all, has given him a place amongft the wifeft 
and beft of kings. . It is plain, that h^ was an 
excellent judge of mankind, by his always em- 
ploying generals who returned vidorious from 
the field, and re-eftablifli^d the militaty glories 
of their country. His negotiations were con- 
duced, with equal abilities and fuccefsj and, 
indeed, during his uncle's exile and captivity, 
a$ well as during his own reign,, neither the 
intricacies of ftate, nor the events of war, ever 
diverted his attention from the true honour 
and. ittterefts of his country: In his private 
character he was irreproachable, excepting as 
to the frequency and variety of his amours, 
which, for fome time, threw a cloud, which is 
not pow entirely difperfed, upoji the hiftory of 
his acciiffion. His juftice was fo exemplary, that 
before he removed from one place to another, 
fee Ordered proclamation for alj the inhabitants 
anid country people, to be indemnified for what 
wa»: owing them by hlmfelf or attendants. His 
deticsrcy, ift this refpeft, reached to an extraor- 
^i^^ feflgth ; for he ordered compenfation to 
be inadc tb the abbey of Scone, for the corn. 

that 
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JLV. 1590. that had been trod down by the people wha 
reforted to his coronation. I cannot clofe Im 
charaAer better, than by the words of Buo* 
hanan, who was far from being a friend either 
to hb perfon or family ; <^ AH fay, that he was 
a very good man, and in the arts of peace com-^ 
parable with the beft of kings. He adminifter- 
ed juftice diligently and, impanially to. all; he 
fcvcrely punifhed robberies. In his anions he 
wasxonftant; in his words faithful He came 
to the government in tronblefome times, yet 
he fettled things at home, appeafed difcords, 
and governed with great equity and )uftice ; 
and be obtained fuch conqueftsover his ene- 
mies, that he reduced all the caftles they hadjr 
except three.'* 

The iffiie of Robert, by his firft wife, Mrere 
his fucceifor, John earl of Cafric, whofe legiti- 
macy I have fnfficiently vindicated: Walter carl 
, of Fife, who, according to Ahercromby, became 
fuch by marrying I£ibel Macdpff, or, as ihe is 
called in fome records, Ifabel de Fife, daughter 
and fole heir of Duncan earl of Fife ; but, ac* 
cording to the fame author^ that prince died 
young. This marriage feems notto have been 
clearly made out. Sir Roba:t Sibbald mentions 
an indenture dated 1 371, by. which it evidently 
aj^ars that this lady's firft hufband wis not 
l^e foh, but grandfon of Robert the fecond, and 
fon to his fecond fon, Robert earl of Fife and 
Menteith, who married, the lady Msurgaret^ 

daughter 
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daughter to the earl of Meateith, in whofe a*xxi39«i» 
xigh^as heirefs of tailzie of the earldom ol 
Fife, and by the difpoiition made to him by the 
comitefs I&bel, he got it. Robert's third ion 
was Alexander of Badenoch, earl of Buchan, 
who afterwaixis camie to be earl of Rois, in right 
of his wife Euphane, daughter tQ William earl 
of Rofs. His daughters were, firft, Margery, 
who married John; Dunbar^ fon to the earl of 
March ; fecond, Jane, who was firfi married to 
Sir John Lyon of Giamis, lineal ance&or to the 
prefent earl of Strathmore, and afterwardsl to 
James Sandilmds: of Calder ;. third, Elizabeth^ 
married to David, the Ton of Sir Thomas Hay 
o>f Erroly the anceftor of the prefent eserl of that 
title *, and hereditary lord high-conftable of 
Scotland ; fourth, Maxgaret^ married to John 
of Yla, lord of the Ilte&; fifth, Qileis, married to 
the brave William Boiiglas, lord of Nithfdalei 
Befides thofe daughters, Abercromby mentions 
one by his firft marriage, who was the wife of 
David Lindfiiy of GleneCk, afterwards earl of 
Crawford. 

Robert's children, by his fecond wife Euphane HUiflhc, 
Rofe, were David earl of Strathern, Walter earl 
of Athol, and Euphane, the wife, firft, of the earl 
ol Douglas; and then, of Sir James Edmondfion. 
The reader may confult the notes, as to this 

I • l(bcUevf (lays Abercromby) ihe was ber father*s eldefl: daugh- 
ter^ becaufe^ by a charter dill exlant, it appears that her father 
^p9ita^ eaxl})f Strathern, when (he was married, 

-^ Voi-III, Y prince's 



t62 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D.«39o. prince's natural iffue *. Before I clofe this 
part of Robert's hiftory, I fliall juft mention a 
pretty extraordinary record pubUfhed by Mr. 
Anderfon, dated at Perth 1 375, between Eu- 
phane and David, count palatine of Strathem^ 
and earl of Caithnefs, on the one part; and Alex* 
ander de Moravia, or Murray, of Drumfergorth,' 
ph the other. By this indenture, Murray is to 
marry the queen's lifter, the lady Jahnet of 
Monimulk; and her majefiy and the earl engag- 
ed to ailift him in recovering his birth-right, 
by taking the opinions of lawyers, upon their 
own proper charges and expences. The queen 
likewife engages to maintain her fifter for one 
or two years ; and it is farther agreed, that Wal- 
ter Murray, brother of the faid Alexander, 
might, if he fo pleafed, marry the eldeft daugh- 
ter of the faid lady Jannct. I mention this re- 
cord, as it feems to intimate that the queens of 

• " His natural ifTue, I fuppofe by his beloved miftrefs More, 
or Moram, (for fuch a miftrefs he certainly had) were> firft. Sir 
John Stewart, fherifF of Bute, commonly called the Black Stewart? 
fecondy another Sir John Stewart of Dundonald, commonly cal- 
led the Red Stewart ; third, Thomas, elefted bifliop of St. An- 
drew's. Thofe by Marion de Cardney, another of his miftrefles, 
were, firft, John Stewart of Kinclevin 5 fecond, James Stewart of 
Kinfaunsj third, Alexander Stewart ot Lunan. That he had 
all thefe children I have mentioned, is evident from unqueflion. 
able charters ; fome of which Mr. Crawford has cited j and I 
would have cited others to the fame purpofe, had! thought it 
neceflary. Perhaps he might have had more ; for, as I have iaid, 
his foible inclined him to love 5 a paflion which faints have had 
much ado to conquer, and by which heroes have often been con- 
quered," [See Aberoromby, vol. II, p. 798.1 

Scotlandjr 
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Scotland, like thofe of England, had formerly a. 0.1390: 
a rfevenue appropriated to themfelves. If I mif- 
take not, the birth-right here mentioned, as 
claimed by Drumfergorth,,related either to the 
earldom of Strathem, or to the eftate of Both* 
well, as he was a defcendant of the regent Mur» 
ray. Mr. Anderfon ha^ engraved the device of 
Robert the fecond, which was a coronet point- 
ed, with two rows of gliftering ftars, and placed 
over a terreftrial globe. The words, Vamias 
vanitatuniy et omnia vanitas. He feems to have 
been the firft of the Scotch kings who made ufe 
of thofe kind of emblems, but they were con- 
tinued by his fucceffors. 

The name of John being, in this age, thought Robert Hm 
unfortunate for a king, the fucceeding prince ^'"^ 
changed it for the more aufpicious one of Robert ; 
but he was flill called, by the commonalty, Ro-* 
bert JohnFernzier. He had for fome years lived 
in retirement, having been difabled from aftive 
life by a ftroke which he is faid to have receiv- 
ed from the horfe of Sir James Douglas of Dal- 
keith. He had, when young, commanded ar- 
mies, and negotiated treaties, as we have al- 
ready feen, with credit and fuccefs ; and he had 
married Annabel, daughter of Sir John Dnim- 
mond, anceftor to the noble family of Perth. 
He was crowned at Scone on the 1 3th ofM.u*' 
guft 1390, together with his queen. Among 
the firft afts of his government was his con- 
firming the late ^ truce, which, had been made 
y 2 with 
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A.V. X390. with Eirgland, and ius giving scudimce to W9* 
Ham de Cautiers, and Edward de Broil> wjko 
were fent by Charles the fixth of France -to 4rcn 
new the antient league between the two na- 
renewt the tions. They found Robert at Edinburgb, wherei 
FrM«er they were honourably received j aixd .on the 
firft of December, he ratified the league ia 
that cafile. Robert being fiHl difabled, by his 
infirmity, from managing his own affairs in per^ 
fon, was obliged to entru& them to his brother 
vidcAader- the carl of Fifc, Abercromby has denied that 
«««• that prince aded as guardian of the kingdom till 

many years after j but nothing can be more cer- 
tain from records, than tliat he was (tiled, in the 
laft year of his father's reign, cujics ngm^ guar- 
dian of the kingdom. That the earl of Fife has 
not the fame defignation in the deeds of this 
reign, is equally certain ; and therefore I am in- 
clined to believe that he only a6ied as his bro- 
ther's firft minifter. 
Adventares Wc aTC told that, towards the beginning of 
the Ctrl 6f this, or at the end of the laft reign, William 
Douglas, earl of Nithfdale, having undertaken 
an expedition againft the infidels, went to 
Pruffia; that is, he joined himfelf with the 
knights of the Teutonic order, who had con- 
^ ****"' quered that country, where he was made ad- 
miral of their fleet. The conferring on him this 
hjdnour is faid to have been a difappointment 
to the Englifh lord Clifford, who fent Douglas 
a challenge, but contrived, in the mean time, to 
* have 
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have bkix treacherotifly murdered. TJiis earl o£ A«a ttf^ 
Nithfdale had obtained his fame by the warlike 
atcfaievements fae performed in Germany, an4 
was the i^me to whom the late king Robert 
gave his daughter Giles in marriage, notwith*^ 
fianding his illegitimacy, on account of his be« 
ing the moft hardy knight in Europe. 

The tranquillity of Scotland was difiurbed at ^^ 
thk time by a. prince of the royal family, Dun- J^^JJ^** 
can Stuart, fon to Alexander earl of Buchan, r<iid<i«. 
who had died in prifon, where his father had 
confined him for burning the cathedral of Mur^ 
ray. This nobkman, whom Buchanan very 
properly calls the fiercer fon of a fierce father, 
• aiTembling his followers, under pfetence of re- 
venging his father's death, invaded Angud, 
which they laid wafte, partly through brutality, 
ftud partly for plunder. Walter Ogilvy, the 
flieriflFof Angus, and his brother Walter Leighr 
ton, endeavoured to repel the invaders; but 
were killed, with fixty of their followers, and 
the rebels remained mafters of the field. The «39«. 
king gave a commiffion to the earl of Crawford 
to fupprefs them, which he foon did, at the head 
of an army J and moft of them were either killed 
or executed. This infurreftion was owing to 
the difability of Robert to manage his affairs in 
•his own perfon. Whatever Buchanan, or writers 
of his principles, may pretend, the Scots of thofe 
days had a moft inviolable attachment to the 
perfon and family of their kings, not from any 

ridiculous 
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A.D.i39>* ridiculous notions they had of their divine he- 
reditary right to their crown, but becaufe, ever 
fince the reign of Robert the firft, they had feen 
the glorious ftruggles they had made for na- 
tional liberty, without breaking in upon the 
conftitution, or committing any of thofe afts of 
regal violence, which, to this day, diihonour 
the annals of their neighbouring kingdoms. 
Their regard for their king, however it might 
prefervc them from a£hial rebellion, did not 
prevent them from profecuting their family- 
animofities, or, as they are called, feuds ; and it 
muft be owned, that they were far from having 
the fame regard for the king's authority as 
they had for his perfon, for they paid very little 
deference to his lieutenants. Thus all Scotland, 
at this time, was over-run with family-infur- 
redions, in which great bloQdfhed fometimes 
happened, each family having a: kind of league 
offenfive and defenfive, with others in the 
neighbourhood. It may be here proper to ob- 
ferve, that the followers of the earl of Buchan 
were compofed of the wildeft of all the High- 
landers, and were fiigmatized with the terms of 
Catterenes, which anfwers to that of banditti. 
That fuch a race of men exifted, is certain from 
the records and hiftory of Scotland ; but it is 
not fo eafy to account how they received their 
fubfiftence, as they were void of all knowledge 
of agriculture, or the civil arts of life. There is 
fome reafon to believe, that many of them came 

from 
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from the wefiern iflands; and that they, or their a.d. 139s. 
ancefiors, had emigrated from the eaftern parts 
of Ireland. The lands they inhabited were 
never cultivated till towards the middle of the 
lafl century; and, according to the moft au- 
thentic accounts we have, they lived upon the 
blood of cattle, and other animal food, of which 
they had plenty ; but I am far from agreeing to 
all the idle traditions reported on that head. 

On the fixteenth of Auguft 1392, the truce ThetnM 
of Lelinghan was prolonged to the twenty- ninth ^"^ 
of September 1 394, and afterwards to Michael- 
mas 1398. The Hate of Richard's affairs, at this 
time, would have induced him to have entered 
into nearer conne<EHons with Scotland, by a 
family-alliance ; but none fuch could be form- 
ed, and therefore he turned his eyes to France, 
where he was efpouf^d to the princcfs Ifabel- 
la, that king's daughter, though fhe was an 
infant. The king of Scotland was compriz- 
ed in all the treaties between him and France 
as an ally to the latter, as John of the Ifles con- 
tinued to be to the former.* 

Such being the ftate of foreign affairs, the itsintcftia. 
hiftory o£ domeftic feuds becomes now that of 
Scotland. The earl of Crawford's fuccefs againft 
the Cattarenes, under the earl of Buchan, en- , 
couraged Robert to entruft him (Buchanan fays 
his fon) with a commiffion for fubduing other 
irifurgents, who were then difturbing the peace 
pf the country. Particular mention is made of 

two 
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^at3s^ two Highland tribes, the one called the Clan 
Chattan^and the other the Qan Kay. They were 
numerous, brave, and barbarous, and the eaii 
of Crawford was not without his apprehen-* 
fions, that fhould he attempt to fupprefk them 
by force, they might both unite againfl him, 
and thereby occafion a great deal of Uoodihed, 
if not defeat him. After foipe confideratioii, 
he and Thomas Dnnbar, earl of Murray^ who 
was joined with him in the commiffion, refolved 
to have recourfe to poHcy; and, under pretence 
that they were unable to reconcile their dif^ 
fercnces, they propofed a method by which 
they might be ternMJiatcd. This was by thirty, 
on each fide, entering themfelves as champions, 
for their refpective clans, and deciding their 
differences by the fword, without being aUoMred 
any other weapon. This propofal, which was 
entirely according to the fpirit of the feudal- 
law, was agreed to on both fides. The king 
^fid his nobility were to be fpeftators of the 
combat. The conquered clan were to be par- 
doned for all their former offences, and the 
conquerors honoured with the royal favour. 
The north- inch of Perth, a level fpot, fo called 
from being partly furrounded by water, was to 
^ be the fcene of aftion ; but, upon the muftering 
the combatants; it was found that one of them, 
belonging to the clan Chattan, had abfented 
himfelf through fear, and could not be found. 
It was propofed to balance the difference,, by 

with* 
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withdrawing one of the clan Kay ; but none of a.d.i39«. 
them could be prevailed upon to refign the ho« 
nour and danger of the combat. After va- 
rious other expedients failings one Henry 
Wynd; a fadler, though no way conneded with 
either clan, offered to fupply the place of the 
abfentee, upon his receiving a French crown of 
gold (about the value of feven ihillings and 
fix-pence) which was accordingly paid him* 
The encounter was maintained on both fides Battle of 

two clant» 

with inconceivable* fury ; but, at length, by the 
fuperior valoUr, flrength, and fkill, of Henry 
Wyhd, viftory declared herfelf for the Clan 
Chattan. Of them no more than ten, beiides 
Wynd, Were left alive, and all dangeroufly 
wounded. The combatants of the clan Kay 
were all cut off, excepting one, who remain- 
ed unhurt, threw himfelf into the Tay, and 
efcaped to the oppofite bank. I have been 
the more miniite in defcribing this fingular ' 
combat, as it may give the reader fome idea 
of the charafter of the antient clans, and the 
defperate manner in which they engaged in 
their feudal difputes. 

Though Robert as well as Richard was, at '397. 
this time, well difpofed towards peace, yet the 
late truce was but ill obferved. On the fecond Rymcr. 
of Oftober new conferences were begun at 
Qumfermling, between Mr. John Shepeye and 
Sir William Elmham, commiflioners for Eng- 
land; and Sir William Stewart of Jedburgh, "^ ''•**^- 

Voj-.IH. Z *Sir 
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^P*^39^. parties to deliver up their prifoners without 
ranfom, a new congrefs was held in October 
by the commiffioners of both kingdoms. Thofe 
for the high and mighty prince Robert, king 
of Scotland (as he is c^ed in the record) were 
Sir William Borthwic, Sir John Ramorgny, 
and Adam Forrefter, Efq. It appears as if a 
good correfpondence between the two nations 
had been now entirely re-eftablifhed ; for in 
this new commiffion Robert ftiles Richard the 
high and mighty prince likewife ; and his com* 
miffioners were Sir John Buffy, Sir Henry 
Green, and Laurence Drew, Efq; who agreed 
on the twdnty.fixth of Oftober, « Firft, That^ 
conformably to the late treaty concluded by 
the dukes of Rothefay and Lancafier, all pri- 
foners flxould be fet at liberty by Hallowday 
next. Secondly, That Adam de Gordon, Wil-» 
liam the Bard, and Adam Franch, being notp-s 
rious truce-breakers, ihould appear at the next 
day 'appointed for the meeting of the great 
commiffaries of both realms, under the penalty 
' of three thoufand pounds. Thirdly, That in 
regard a great many Scotfmen bom had fettled 
themfelves on the marches of England, and 
had fworri fealty to the crown of England ; 
and in the like manner, a great many Englifh- 
men born had fettled themfelves on the marches 
of Scotland, and had fworn fealty to the crowq 
of Scotland ; and that both thefe were noto- 
rioufly known to be the princioal authors of 
• ' aU 
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all the difturbances that happened in thofc A,D.i3jft. 
parts, it was ordained, that the Scotimen born 
ifaould remove to thie fouth fide of the river 
Tyne, and the Englifh as far north as the towa 
of Edinburgh. Fourthly, That the duke of 
Hotbefay, or fome other g^eat lord of the blood 
of the king of Scotland, and the duke of Lan- 
cailer, or fome other great lord of the blood of 
the king pf JE^ng^and, ihould again meet^ at 
fuch tinxQ and place as both kings ihould think 
fit, to the performa9ce of thefe articles.'^ 

A cuftom at this time prevailed, which feems f««tWaei» 

* , ' introduced 

Xo have t^ken rife from the unrulinefe of the between ti» 

two icine'- 

borderers; I mean^ that of each party, upon <ioin& 
the conclufion of a truce, naming cautioners, 
which, in the border terms, are called Borrowis 
(an.oldEnglilh term, fignifying a furety) who 
uvd^rtQok to put it into execution. Thofc 
cautioners were not hoftages, but aded in the 
nature of confervators of the peace, and a kind 
of attornies, for their fellow-fubjefts, in all 
matters that came under the cognizance of 
border-law? TJiofe for the carl of March, who 
was thq Scotch warden, were Sir Richard Ru- 
. therford. Sir William Stuart, Thomas Turn- 
bull, and Robert Lawder, The borrowis for 
the Engiyh warden were Sir Henry Piercy, el- 
deft fon to the earl of Northumberiand ;, Gray 
pf Horton, Robert Umfreville, aud others. A 
difference at this time happened between the 
two tourts, on account of the capture of a 

Scotch 
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A.D. i39«. Seotcli ftip, on board of which were fome g;cfl- 
tlemeft of diftinftion (partictflariy Sir Joha 
Hamilton of Cadycw, anceftoi* to the prcfenc 
duke of Hamilton;) but upon coihplaint o^ 
their attornies, the gentlcmto wcr-e immedi- 
ately fet at liberty, the Chip r^ftorcd, and the 
damages made good* 

It muft be acknowledged, that the ftatc ^f 
tranquilEty which had been eftabliffied on the 
borders was far from being agriieible to a peo- 
ple ufed to fubfift on plunder; ii6t were the 
heads of the great family of Douglas foiid of 
the new connections which Robert's eourt had 
formed with that of Richard. They particu- 
larly difliked the new title of duke which had 
been introduced ; and when it was offered to 
the chief of their family, he rejecled it with 
difdain. They never had loft figlit of an an- 
tienl claim they had upon the caftle of Rox- 
burgh, which wa$ ftill in poffeffion of the Eng- 
lifii } and this year the fon of the earlof Doug- 
las, Sir William Stuart, and others, broke 
down the bridge of Roxburgh, plundered the 
town, and deftroyed the forage and corn thert 
knd in the neighbouring country. Sir Philip 
Stanley, the Englilh governor of Roxburgh, 
complained of thpfe violences, and the of- 
fenders were called upon to anfwer for their 
condufi Sir William Stuart appeared, and 
in feme meafure juftified great part of what 
had been done; becaufe, as he alkdged, the 

town 
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towa and ^file of Roxburgh^ and its appur- A/D.ijfS. 
teaaocesy yireretbe heritage of Scotfirnen. As 
to the phinderixig of the town» he faid^ it had 
been done by the foldiers againil the intention 
of their leaders; but that being ignorant of 
points of right, he referred himfelf to the lords 
commifiioners ; and he believed his mailer, the 
^arl of PoQgla^ would not refufe to make good 
the damages done by his men. The revolu- 
tion, in which the earl of Northumberland was 
deeply engaged^ and which w^is then forming 
in England againft Richard, employed the at- 
teation of the lords coinn^iffioner^ too ouich 
for them to.profecute this affair, as they uut 
doul)tedly would have done at any vOther time ; 
for we know of no reparation the Engliih fub* 
je^ obtained. 

While thofc matters were difcuffing in the RcwIi«i<» 
eafi borders, a negociation was on foot for the 
weft* Sir William Borthwic and Roger Gor- 
don, Efq; as cpmoiiflioners from Robert, met 
thofe from Richard at Lochmabafton, where 
they agreed upon the fame terms that had been , 
fettled for the eaftcrn marches. Sir John Skel- 
ton was the Englilh warden, and the earl of 
Douglas the Scotch; and an equal number of 
borrowis were named for both. Thofe for the 
Scots were Sir John Johnfton, Sir John Carlel, 
Sir William Stuart of Caftlemilk, John of Car- 
ruthers, Nichol Little, Alexander Armftrong, 
and others. Thofc -meetings and agreements 

being 
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A.D. 139S. being ftill infbiEcient for fecuring the peace of 
i»L viii. the borders, the dukes of Rothefay and Lan- 
cafter had another meeting, in which they pro- 
^ longed the truce to Michaelnaasf 1 399, in the 

prefence of Sir John Hamilton and Adam For* 
refter. Richard being every day in expeftation 
of an univerfal infurredion againft his perfon 
and government, courted the friendihip of the 
Scots, at this time, even to abjcftion. He or- 
dered his ambafladors, if poffible, to conclude 
a perpetual treaty of peace with Scotland ; and, 
if that was refufed, to prefs the Scots to accede 
to the truce that fubfifted between him and 
his father of France ; and if that propofal was 
likewife rejeded, that they might be prevailed 
iipon to prolong the truce for a certain num^ 
ber of years. As this negociation went thro\ 
the hands of the duke of Lancafter, father to 
the prince who foon after mounted the throne 
of England, we are not to be furprifed that 
it had no effcci: ; for the revolution took places 
and Richard was dethroned in a manner fo- 
reign to this hiftory. It is fufficient to fay, 
that though Richard had given the people of 
England vaft provocations, yet the trade of 
England made a furprifing progrefs under him ; 
and that the commons, properly fpeaking, ac- 
quired, in his reign, riches and importance, 
to which they had always before been ftrangefs. 
This rendered them impatient under the yoke 
of the barons, who were equally difagreeable 

to 
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to Richard; and they enabled him tO' deftroy a. d. 1398, 
the greateft and moft popular noblemen in his 
dominions. After this, Richard, who had all 
the advantages of a fine figure and graceful 
addrefs, beiides his being the fon and grand- 
fon of their two. beloved princes, might have 
fet.himfelf above .the laws, which he undoubt* 
cdly intended to have done, had not the com- 
mons of England found themfelves in a more 
miferable fituation under his worthlefs favour- 
itesy than they had ever been under their own 
proud barons. They therefore joined the lat- 
ter againft him ; and John of Ghent, the old 
duke of Lancafier, dying at the crifis of the 
revolution, his fon fucceeded Richard, under 
the title of Henry the Fourth. 

The Scotch patriots of thofe days, and long xhcwtr 
before, thought it a Capital point of their duty '^"^^^^ 
to take advantage of all the diftreiTes of the 
Engliih ; nor in this can they be blamed, when 
the provocations they received, are confidered. 
This was the true reafon why all the advances 
of Richard and his government for a definitive 
peace, or a long truce with the Scots, were 
difregarded; and no fooner did they hear of 
Richard's cataftrophe, than they refolved to 
avail themfelves of the juncture, the term of 
the late truce being now expired. While 
the parliament which had depofed Edward 
was fitting, the Scots invaded England, took 
and demoliibed the caftle of Wark, and laid 
Vol. Ill A a the 
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A. D. 1398. the neighbouring country under coatribu^* 
tion. The name of the Scotch general in this 
expedition has not come to our hands. Alk 
we know is, that Sir Thomas Gray was then, 
governor of Wark ; and, at the time the cafUe. 
was retaken, abfent on his duty in parliament. 
The (ituation of Henry^s aflFairs did not admit 
his fhewing a fuitable refentment at this infult* 
All he did was to nominate his brother, the 
carl of Weftmoreland, if poflible, to treat with 
the Scots about a peace, or a truce ; and if that 
could not be obtained, to make a mutual agree- 
ment, that the towns of Dumfries in Scotland,, 
and Penrith in England, Ihould be free from 
hoftilitics during the war. The Scots paid no 
regard to this propofal ; and being encouraged 
by the court of France, who refented Richard's 
depofition, they renewed their ravages in Eng- 
land. The earl of Weftmoreland's negociation, 
in the mean time, was not wholly laid afide ; 
for I find, that towards the latter end of the^ 
year, Sir Thomas Gjay, Allan of Newark, and 
5b«j. ' Jerico d^Artois, had a commiiSon from Henry 
^ "^ to continue the conferences. 
Hanger of The iuvafious of the Scots, and their depre- 
the Engiifl,, ^atiQjjs ii^ England ftill continuing, Henry fum- 
moned his council in the beginning of the 
1400, year 1400^ to deliberate upon the means of 
repelling the invalion, and providing againft a 
war with France. This council was conopofed 
of the lords fpiritual and temporal, who thought 

it 
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it in^M'oper, in the then fituation of affairs, a.d.i4X)o. 
to fommon a parliament j and refolved to take 
the war upon themfelves, according to a rated 
proportion, for at leaft a quarter of a year* 
The earls of Northumbeiland and Weftmore- 
land undertook each for ninety men at arms, 
and twenty archers ; and the other noblemen, 
according to their refpeftive abilities. I men- 
tion thofe particulars, to prove the danger in 
which the Englifh government thought their 
nation, at that period, from the inroads of the 
Scots, as they durft not venture to wait for 
the regular affembling of a parliament. Un- 
happily for the Scots, they were miferably di- 
vided, at this time, among themfelves ; and oftieS(w^' 
they could not unite fo as to make an effectual 
advantage of the fituation of Henry^s govern- 
ment, to which they were invited by every 
circumftance. During their late truces, they 
had cultivated a correfpondence with England j 
and we are told by their hiftorians, without 
being contradifted by the Englifli,. that there 
^ was an intercourfe of vifits between the two 
nations, chiefly to difplay the abilities of their 
fubjecls in chivalry. The earl of Crawford, the 
moft renowned of the Scotch knights, now that 
the earl of Nithfdale was no more, .tilted with 
the lord Wells of England, upon or near the 
bridge of London, and fat fo firm in his feat^^ 
that the fpeftators called out, " he was locked 
in his (addle.'' The earl,^ upon this, nimbly 
A a 2 vaulted 
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A. D. 1400. vaulted from his fteed, and remounting him, 
unhorfed his antagonift. The reputation which 
this atchievement brought to Scotch chivalry 
was fo great, that the earl of Crawford, on 
Abcr- his return home, laid z fund for feven priefts 
^"*'^* to fing for him in the Virgin Mary's church at 
Dundee, to the honour of St. George, becaufe 
on his day he had obtained his viftory over 
the lord Wells. I omit many other circum- 
ftances recorded by hiftorians of both nations, 
at the fame time, in honour of the Scotch nation. 
Their The hiftories and archives of England are 

Sth the much better evidences than thofe that have 
EDgiUh. i^ggjj preferved in Scotland to prove, that du- 
ring this and the late reign, the Scots. had been 
perpetually labouring to be put on the fame 
footing with the Englifh in every refpecl. They 
attained it with regard to their independency. 
They more than attained it in military exploits ; 
and nothing but their unhappy divifions couldy 
at this critical juncture, have prevented their 
refuming all' the imporWnce they had in the 
moft Ihining period of their hiftory, even to the 
recovering the ancient heritage of their princes^ 
in England. Their king, it is true, was weak 
^ and infirm, but he was tradable ; he had ex- 
cellent generals, and his brother, the duke; 
of Albany, who is faid to have been then 
replaced in his poll of regent, had fliewn 
abilities fufficient to qualify him for that great 
employment But thofe advantages wqre all 
fpcyted away by civil diflfenfions. 
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Henry the fourth of England, like his prede- a. 0.14011. 
ceflbrsy had acknowledged the earl of Rofs for ibiSr* 
his ally ; and he and his brother John had paid M^tcn*ty 
a vifit to England, with an hundred horfe in Sf s^ 
their retinue. Even this was a favourable cir- ^^'^ 
cumftance for the Scotch government, as no- 
thing could give their nobility greater difguft 
at the Englifh, than their encouraging and pa- 
tronizing that rebel. The weaknels of the 
heads of the royal family threw away all the 
benefit that might have been derived to them- 
felves and their fubjects by fo favourable a con- 
currence of circumftances. I fufpecl, indeed, 
that the duke of Albany, and the other leading 
noblemen of Scotland, had, at that time, left 
the king very little more than a nominal autho- 
rity in his own dominions ; and that both he 
and the duke of Rothefay, whofe education 
had been neglefted, were juft furniflied with 
the means of gratifying themfelves in an indo- 
lent, and» for that age, luxurious, courfe of 
life. That duke, the heir apparent of the 
crown, was now grown up to man's eftate ; 
and his father is faid to have put up his mar- 
riage at auction to the beft price. The earl 
of March was the higheft bidder for his daugh- 
ter, and advanced a confiderable fum in ready 
money, on condition of her becoming the 
royal bride. A fecret jealoufy had long fub- 
fifted between his family and that of Doug- 
las.; but the merits of the latter, with regard 

to 
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A. D. 1400. to Scotland, infinitely prepondei*aled thofe of 
the former, whofe anceftors had often (ided 
with the kings of England, to whom, I am in- 
clined to believe, they owed their rife. Doug^ 
^ las, difdaining ^at once the mercenary views of 
the marriage, and that his rival's family fhould 
be preferred in the royal nuptials, very pro- 
perly oppofed fo fordid a match, and infilled, 
upon the ftates of Scotland being confulted 
in an affair that was fo intimately connefted 
with the honour and welfare of their country. 
Thus far the conduft of Douglas was fpecious 
and patriotic; but it foon appeared, that it 
was not quite fo difinterefted as he pretended. 
He had himfelf a daughter, the lady Margery 
Douglas, whom he wanted to prefer to his 
princess bed. So degenerated was the coutt 
of Scotland, at this time, that neither the 
king nor the duke of Rothefay oppofed the 
propofal of a new match, becaufe it was to be 
purchafed with a freflifum; and they even re- 
fufed to indemnify the earl of March for the 
money he had already advanced. 
RcTOit of '^^^ duke of Albany, though a royal, was 
wirdi^ ®' an interefted, prince; and fiding with Douglas, 
a council of the nobility was privately affem- 
bled, which annulled the contraft of the lady 
Elizabeth Dunbar, the earl of March's daugh- 
ter, in favour of the lady Margery, daughter 
to the earl of Douglas j but without either the 
king or tliey taking any meafures ^r repaying 

to 
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to the earl of March his money. The continu- A.D.J400. 
ator of Fordun, to whofe authority I muft pay 
great deference, fays, that the earl of Douglas 
paid a larger fum for his daughter's fortune 
than that which had been advanced by the. 
earl of March, and that this earl's daughter 
was n[iarried to the duke of Rothefay ; that, 
before the marriage was celebrated, March de- 
manded that the money he had advanced 
ihould be reimburfed j but receiving an unfatif- , 
factory anfwer, he declared that,. as the king had 
not fulfilled his bargain, he would bring unex- 
pefted calamities upon the country. He ac- 
cording procured a fafe-guard from Henry, and 
fled to England, leaving his cafile of Dunbar to 
the cuftody of his nephew Robert Maitland, 
who fooi^ after put it into the hands of the earl 
of Douglas, who is called in hiftory Archibald 
the Grim, from the fternnefs of his vifage. 

So valuable an acquifition as the Scotch earl r^^o <;nf"» 

* f into the 

of March, delivered Henry from great part of Engiifl^ fw- 
his inquietude, with regard to Scotland. Ro- 
bert fent ambafladors, demanding that he would 
deliver up his fubjeft, but the requeft.was dif- 
regarded. The carl of March, on the other 
hand, demanded re-pofleffion of his cafile, and 
pleaded that he had committed no act of trea- 
fon, but that he had repaired to England under 
a fafe^ondud, to negotiate his private a£Pairs. 
This requeft was likewife difregarded, and he 

fent 
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A.D. 1400. fent for all his family and followers to England, 
where they joined him in great numbers. 

A new war. Thofc proceedings unavoidably produced a 
war between the two kingdoms; and the earl of 
March, with the Hotfpur Henry Piercy, invaded 
Scotland, penetrating as far as Hadington, car- 
rying oflF great numbers of the inhabitants into 
captivity, with their eflfefts. From thence they 
went to Peebles, and then to Linton, ravaging 
wherever they came. They next befieged the 
caftle of Hales, and took feveral of the neigh- 
bouring forts. The earl of Douglas, or, as I 
am more apt to believe, his fon ^, was then at 
Edinburgh ; and having raifed an army, he ad- 
vanced to the relief of his father's eftates ; but 
' the very name of Douglas ftruck the earl of 
March and the Englifli with fuch difmay, that 
they made a preciptate retreat to Berwic, where 
they were purfued to its very gates. Accord- 
ing to the continuator of Fordun, the Scots 
even entered them, (for the caftle and town 
were quite diftinft) and carried from thence the 
lance and banner of the lord Thomas Talbot, 
with a number of prifoners. Sir Robert Logan, 
the Scotch admiral, was then at fca with a fqua- 
dron, but mifcarried in an attempt he made 

• He is called by the continuator of Fordun Magifter de Dou- 
glas, or the mafter of Douglas, a term which is to this day appro- 
priated to the eldeft fon of every Scotch lord i and I do not find 
that the cuftom of taking a father's fpare title of honour was yet 
in ufe in Scotland or England. 

upon 
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Upon fomfe Englifh Ihips of war that protefte^ a. d. 1400^ 
theii- fleet when fifhing upon the coaft of Scot- 
land* The Englifh, after this, plundered fpme 
of the Orkney Iflands, then belonging to the 
crown of Norway, biit governed, or rather 
fanned, by Sinclair, the Scotch earl of Orkney 
and Caithnefs* 

This year died Archibald the Grim, earl of ^/^f^jj^ 
Douglas, one of the greatefl: fubjefts, as well gias. 
as the bell generals, at that time in Britain. 
He was fucceeded by a fon of the fame name, 
who inherited all his father's courage, and an- 
tipathy to the Englilh. The earl of March, all 
this time, continued under the king of Eng- 
land^ protection. He had received repeated in- 
vitations to return to his allegiance; but all oi 
them being rejected, he was proclaimed a trai- 
tor, and the Scotch governor formally deniand- 
cd his being delivered up by Henry, which was 
not only refufed, but Henry renewed the league 
with the lord of the Illes. The king of France, 
at this time, was far gone in a frenzy, and his 
minifters durft nOt venture upon any vigorous 
meafures to fupport the Scots, who were there- 
by obliged to depend on themfelves. Henry 
pretended that he had intercepted fome letters, 
in which the Scotch regency called him a trai- 
tor in the higheft degree; and he alledged this 
as one of the reafons why he protected not 
only the earl of March, but the lord of the Wes; 
and made great preparations for invading Scot- 

VoL. m. B b land. 



iS6 T H E H I S T O R t 

A, a 1400, land. This was a meafure far from being agree* 
able to Henry^s politics, had it not been diftat- 
cd by the divided ftate of Scotland at this time, 
with the inability of France to affift her, and a 
more powerful motive perhaps than both, his 
diflike and jealoufy of the Piercy family and its 
greatnefs. They had taken upon themfelVeS 
the war with Scotland, but Henry r^folvied to 
fnatch it out of their hands j and on the ninth 
of June, he fummoned all the military power of 
England to meet him at York. On the eigh- 
teenth of the fame month, orders were iffued 
for protefting the French Clipping, and that of 
all other nations, except the Scots. The reader 
is here to obferve, that Henry, and the Englifh, 
had accufed the Scots of breaking the truce^ 
becaufe it ftill fubfifted betweien them and 
Prance. The Scots, on the other hand, pleaded 
that they were not included in that treaty, and 
that they were to be determined only by the 
laft fpecial truce between them and the Englifh, 
which was now expired. 
uniuft On the twenty-fifth of July, the earl of 

t!^£ngiuh, March renounced his homage, fealty andfervice 
to the king of Scotland, and transferred them 
to Henry by a formal indenture.; for which he 
was rewarded by a penfion of fivehundried 
marks fterling, granted to himfelf and his wife 
Chriftian, upon the lordihip of Somerton in 
Lincolnfliire, and the cuftoms of St. Botolph. 
He likewife gave him the manor of Clipeftone 

^n 
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in Sherwood foreft. Henry then revived the a. 0.1400, 
ridiculous claim of homage due from the Scotch 
crown to that of England, with all the demands 
of fuperiority that had been made by the three 
Edwards, and even fent a letter to Robert, and 
another to his prelates and nobility, requiring ^^^y. 
t^e.m to meet him at Edinburgh by the twenty- 
third of Auguft, in order to pay the homage due 
to him as their fuperior and direft lord : " For, 
faid he, iince the tin^e of Locrinus, the fon of 
Brutus, the kings of Scotland did homage to 
thofe of Britain and England, as did lately king 
William the fecond, and John his fon; king 
Alexander to Henry the third, and Edward the 
firft ; John Baliol to the fame king Edward the 
firft, and Edward Baliol to Edward the third." 
The very mention of this claim fufficiently con* 
futes it ; but indeed it is pretty difficult to ac- 
count for the conduft of Henry, the braveft and, 
moft politic prince of his age, on this occafion, 
without fuppofing that he actually had the con- 
queft of Scotland in his eye. 

He had many inducements to hope for this, who medi-. 
He was at peace with France, from whence he quefto^scot. 
knew he could not be hurt ; he was afraid of 
the Piercy family, with whom he had many dif- 
ferences, and who might have afted the fame 
part as the earl of March had done, by throwing 
thcmfelves under the proteaion of the Scots, 
had they been out-lawed in England ; but above 
all, the weaknefs of the Scotch governme^t, 
B b 2 the 
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ji.D.1400. the divided ftate of their royal family, and the 
difl'entions among their great noblemen, might 
have flattered him into the hopes of entirely 
fubduiiig Scotland. We cannot otherwife ac- 
count for the great preparations he made not 
only by land, but by fea, where his fleet attend- 
ed, to fupply his army with provifions. Be- 
fore he began his march, he received a letter 
from the duke of Rothefay, a prince of a fpirit 
too high for his father's degenerate court, full 
of reproaches and indignation at the two inde- 
cent prefumptuous letters which Henry had ad- 
drefled to Robert and his nobility. Such a let- 
ter, however unguarded its expreflions might 
have been, came with the greateft propriety 
from the heir of a crown, which was on the 
head of a prince guided by a defigning brother, 
and influenced by worthlefs favourites. The 
letter was addrefl'ed by the duke to his adver- 
fary of England, the Scots not having yet re- 
cognized Henry's title to the Englifli crown ; 
and towards the end of it, the duke, according 
to the manner of the times, gallantly defired 
Henry to avoid the efFufion of Chriftian blood, 
to fight him in perfon with two, three, or a 
hundred noblemen of a fide. This inconfide- 
rate challenge drew no other anfwer from 
Henry than the following cool repartee, " that 
he was furprifed' the duke of Rothefay fliould 
confider 'noble blood as not being Chrifl:ian, 
fince he defired the effufion of the one and not 

of 
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of the other.'* He was then on his march, and a.d. i^o*. 
he arrived at Leith the very day on which he 
had appointed the Scotch nobility to meet him 
and pay him their homage, and to conclude a 
peace between the two crowns. His march had 
been eafy to the country of Scotland, where he 
affefted the greateft lenity; and he granted his 
proteftion ^ to every inhabitant who deiired it, 
for his houfe, caftle, family, or fortune. In all 
probability, he expefted to have been joined by 
a number of the difcontented Scots ; and he un- 
doubtedly flattered the Englifli with a promife 
of raifing the power and glory of their country 
to a higher pitch than it had ever been known 
under the Edwards. 

It was under this pretext that he had Seized King 
the immenfe fum of three hundred and fifty ^twu 
thoufand pounds in ready money, befides as 
much in plate and jewels, that had been left by 
Richard in the royal treafury ; alid had raifed 
vafl: contributions, not only from the prelates ^ 
and nobility of the kingdom, but from the 
cities and great towns, finding that neither his 
vaft preparations, nor the intereft of the earl 
of March, had brought any of the Scots to his 
ftandard, he formed the fiege of Edinburgh- 
eaftle, which was defended by the duke of 
Rothefay, and (as fome fay) the earl of Dou- 

• This was done by giving them a piece of painted cloth, 
which I fuppole contained the arms of EngLmd, to be affixed to 
their dwellings, 

gias. 
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iLai4oo« glas. The duke of Albany was then ra the 
field with an anny; and he is accufed, with too 
great a fhew of probability, with the moft trai- 
torous defigns, though I can find no room for 
fuppofing he had a correfpondence with Henry, 
The latter met with a brave refiftance from the 
duke of Rothefay,and received a letter from the 
duke of Albany, proroifing that, if he would re- 
main where he was for fix days, be would give 
him battle, and force him to raife the fiege, or 
lofc his life. The duke was then at Calder- 
muir; and Henry was fo pleafed with his letter^ 
that he prefented the herald who delivered it 
with his upper garment, and a chain of gold» 
promifing, on his royal word, that he, would re- 
main where he was till the appointed day. The 
duke of Albany's condud, on this occafion, is 
indefenfible. He was himfelf at the head of an 
army, and at liberty to fight or retire as he 
pleafed ; while his nephew the prince-royal was 
ihut up in a caftle, yrhich might have been 
taken by ftorm; and the prince, brave and in- 
confiderate as he was, might have been put to 
the fword in the action. The duke of Albany's 
conduct proved that this was his expedation 
and defire, for he fuffered the fix days to expire 
without making the fmalleft attempt upon the 
Englilh army. 

Henry's ^^^ dukc of Albany loft his honour, but 

Henry gained no laurels by this expedition. 
He behaved, however, towards the Scots who 

were 
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trciie not in arms with humanity and poiitefte£i| a. a H«>r 
nay^ with affability. When two of the canons 
of the abbey of Holyrood-honfc came to im- 
plore his proteAion for theit monaftery, he 
received thenl with a moft familiar air, told 
them, that it was not his intention to injure 
any religious place, and far lefs an houfe where 
his father had been fo hofpitably entertained j 
that he was himfelf half a Scotfman, being re^ 
lated to the Cummings by the mother; and 
that he never would have invaded the country, 
had he not intercepted letters addreffed to the 
court of France, in which the duke of Rothe- 
fay called him a traitor. This lenity ajid mo- 
deration in Henry was fecretly occafioned by 
the diftreflted ftate of his affairs at this timfe. 
He had been induced to believe, that he could 
eafily take the caftle of Edinburgh; but he 
found it defended with the greateft fkill and 
valour by the duke of Rothefay ; and he re- 
ceived intelligence, that the Welch were on 
the eve of a rebellion, under the famous Owen 
Glendower, the Wallace of his country. He 
knew that many of the Engliih were highly 
diffatisfied with his title to the crown, and 
that his peaceable poffeffion of it depended upon 
the moderation of the earl of March, an un- 
ambitious nobleman, but the real heir to the 
murdered Richard. He had feen the general 
inclination of the people, in the joy they en- 
tertained at hearing that Richard was ftill alive 

in 
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A.DII400. in Scotland^ where an impoftor, undqr that 

name, undoubtedly appeared about this time^ 

and gained a confiderable following from the 

north of England. All thofe, and many other 

confiderations, determined Henry, at all events^ 

Henir«B *^ ^*^^ ^^ ^^S^ ^^ Edinburgh-caftle, and re* 

MabT^ turn to England. He therefore concluded a^ 

«*^"«* truce; which was to laft fix weeks, from the 

ninth of November ; and it was prolonged, I 

TOiTvin. tiiow not for what time, but probably for a 

f. 166. YC2LTy on the firft of December, by the com-: 

miiSoners of the two crowns, who met at Kelfo. 

Difaftmof ^^ ^^^^ great honour to the Scotch hif- 

Scoiund. torians, that they unanimoufly praife the 

moderation and generofity of Henry during 

1401. this expedition ; but the year 1401 proved, one 

of the moft fatal Scotland had ever feen. The 

death of the earl of Douglas the Grim was fe- 

verely felt by his countrymen, on account 

not only q{ his valour, but his zeal for pf e- 

ferving the public tranquility, and impreiSng 

them with the refped that was due to the royal 

autjiority. He was furvived but a Ihort time 

by Walter Trail, archbifliop of St. Andrew's, 

a prelate of great weight likewife, and a .moft 

excellent patriot. Queen Annabella, a woman of 

exemplary virtue and prudence, ftill remained, 

and tempered the bad humour which Ihe faw 

arifing among the branches of the royal family; 

but this year flie died. The duke of Rothefay 

is faid to have been reftrained by her in that 

natural 
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natural impetuofity of temper of which he is a, D. 140V 
accufed . by hiftorians ; but I think without 
proof, when his fituation and provocations arc 
confidered. His brave defence of the caftle of 
Edinburgh againft an army that was thought 
irrefiftable, and commanded by one of the beft 
generals of that age, had undoubtedly given 
him great credit with his father's fubjeds, and 
fiung the duke of Albany. As to the king 
himfelfy it is allowed, on all hands, that he was 
quite fequeftered from the world, oppreffed with 
infirmities ; and he was fo little confidered, that 
we know not the place of his refidence during 
the late invafion. There fcarcely can be a quef- 
tion, that, after the queen's death, he was en- 
tirely under the guidance and direftion of his 
brother, the ambitious duke of Albany, who 
gave him the moft difadvantageous impreffions 
of his fon, the duke of Rothefay. He had, du- 
ring the queen's life-time, accufed him of being 
diffipated and unruly ; and the king had ap- 
pointed certain noblemen to check and regulate 
his conduft. The continuator of Fordun fays, 
that they excufed themfelves from this office, 
becaufe they were unable to manage the duke; 
but I am inclined to believe that they found he 
required no reftraint, and that the exceffes with 
which he was blamed, were no other than the 
exertions of a fpirit becoming his fituation and 
dignity. That this was the cafe, miift appear 
from his being entrufted with the defence of 
Vol.. III. Cc Edin- 
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A. D. 1401. Edinburgh-caftlc, in which it is probable that 
the king himfelf was Ihut up, as it is certain 
that mpft of the Scotch peprs, by fouth thcFbrth, 
were. The only charges fpecified agaiiifi him^ 
is his having debauched, under promife of 
marriage, the daughter of William Xindfay of 
Roffy, and refufing to marry the daughter of 
the earl of March. As to the former charge, 
we know of nothing to fupport it ; and if the lat- 
ter was true> it only fliewed that he was refolved 
not to be difpofed of in the way of bargain and 
fale, by a corrupt degenerate court ; but admit* 
ting, upon the whole, that he was guilty of fome 
amorous exceffes, they never ckn juftify any 
part of the horrible fcene I am now to unfold. 

One Ramorgny, a man of the vileft principles, 
but an attendant upon the duke of Rothefay, 
had won his confidence; and perceiving how 
much that prince refented the conduft of his 
uncle the duke of Albany, Ramorgny had the 
villainy to fuggeft to the prince the difpatching 
him by aiTaflination; The prince rejeAed this 
infamous propofal with fuch horror and dif- 
pleafure, that the villain, bting afraid he would 
difclofe it to the duke of Albany, informed the 
latter, under the feal of the moft inviolable fe- 
crecy, that the prince intended to murder himj 
upon which the duke, and William Lindfay of 
Rothefay, his alTociate in the treafon, refolved 
upon the prince's death. By praftifing upon 
the doating king, Lindfay and Ramorgny ob- 
tained 
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tahied a writ dked:ed to the duke df Albany^ a,d. 1401. 
impowering him tp arreil his foH, and to keep 
hito under reftraint* in Order for his amend- 
muni. The fitrn^ ttaitors had prcvioufly pof- 
fcffed the prince with 4n apprehenfion that his 
life was m danger^ and had'perfuaded him to 
fei^e the caftle of St Andrdw^r and to keep 
pofieffionof it during the vacancy of that fee. 
Robert had noininated one: of |iis bafiard bre- 
thren, who was .then deacon of St. Andrew's, 
to that biihopric ; but being a perfon no way 
fitted for« fuch a dignity, he declined the ho»- 
nour, and the chapter refufed to eleftany other 
during his life^tkne ; fo that the prince had a 
profye£t of poffefling the caftle for fome time. 
He was riding thither with a fraali attendance, 
wireii hq was arrefted between the towns of 
Nidi aiid Stratirum (according to the continua- 
tor of Fprdun) and hurried to the very caftle 
of which he was preparing to take poffeffion. 

The duke of Albany, and the eari of Dou- 
glas, who was likewife the prince's enemy, were 
then at Culros waiting the event of their de- 
teftable confpiracy, of which they were no 
fooner informed, than they ordered a ftrong 
body of ruffians to carry the royal captive from 
the,caftfc of St. Andrew's, which they did, after 
cloathing him iu a ruffet cloak, mounting him 
onavery forryhorfe, and committing him to the 
cuftody of two execrable wretches, John Selkirk 
and John Wright, who were ordered by the 
C c 2 duke 
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A.p.1401, 4Tikc 6f Albany to ihtrye^jhim to death. Ac- 
royaifti^^ cordiiig to Bti^chanaii, his fate was for fome 
to d«ath, ^jjji^ prolonged by the companion of one of his 
keep?P*8 ^aiighters, who thruft thin 6at«cakes 
through the chinks of his prifon walls, and by 
a womaii who, being a wet ntirfe^ found means 
to convey part' of her milk to him through a 
firiaD tbbe. Both thofe charitable females were 
.detefted and put to death ; thfe young lady's 
inhuifaan father being himfelf the profecutor; 
and the prince himfelf didd. a few days after, 
oh Eaiicr*Eve, his hunger having impelled him 
to devour part of his own flefli. He was buried 
in the church of Lindores, and feveral circum^ 
ftances incline me to believe him innocent, as to 
the atrocious crimes with which he was charg- 
ied. That the country people thought him a 
martyr to his tmcle's ambition, appears by their 
•pretending that miracles were wrought at his 
tomb; a compliment they aever \^rould have 
|5aid to the memory of lewdnefs and brutality, 
even in a prince. A ftronger circuniftance ftiil 
occurs in his favour, for certain barbarous Latin 
lines were produced, in which his crimes and 
fate were foretold by Thomas Learmond, the 
rhyming prophet of Scotland ^, who had been 
<lead above a hundred years before, a forgery 
that muft have been hatched in the brains of 

' * Pfalletur geflis David luxuria feftis, 

Quod tenet iixores uxore fua melibr^s. 
Peijcient njores" regales, perdet Ijonores, 

th^ 
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the prince's enemies, to blacken him, and con- a.d.t^oi. 

. mndhismc- 

ceal their own pamcide. moiywack- 

Robert was a long time ignorant of his fon's AMhmwt 
deteftable murder, and gave way to the renew- ^^ 
ing hoftilities with England, the truce being 
then expired. Henry had fent a commiffion to 
the earls of Northumberland and Weftmore- 
land, to offer the Scots any terms they could ' 
reafonably definfe^ but. every propofal for an ac- vmT'f. 
commodation was rejeded. The earl of March *^^ 
and his fon Oawin Dunbar were ftill in Eng- 
land, and had received an additional ,penfioa 
from Henry, on condition of their keeping oa "^ 

foot a certain number of light troops, to ad 
agaanift the Scots upon the borders. Thefe prov- 
ed exrtremely troublefome, and fometimes car- 
ried off jL vaft booty, befides putting the de- 
fencelefs inhabitants to the fword. The earl 
of Douglas took the field againft them ; and by 
dividing his men into, fmall parties, he repreffed 
thofe depredations; and the commiander qf one 
of thofe, Thomas Haliburton of Dirleton, even 
made inroads into England as far as Bam- 
borough, from whence he carried back a large 
booty. This encouraged another chieftain, 
Patric Hepburn the younger, of Hales, to try 
his fortune in the fame manner, in >vhich he was 
feconded by a band of gallant youths raifed in 
Lothian, and the Merfe. Hepburn penetrated 
farther ftill than Haliburton had done, int6 Eng- 
land, where he remained too long, againft thq 

advice 
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A.D. 140X. adyice of his officers ; for the carl of March had 
leifure to raife a body of men, with which he 
intercepted their return, at a place called Nifbet- 
muir, Of, as the Englifh call it, Weftem-Niibcfe 
They pretend (but I believe croncoufly) that 
the earl of Northumberland and his fon, the 
HotfpurPiercy, commanded in the fame army. 
It is certain, that a moft bloody encounter ctofu* 
cd, in which the Englifli were on the point of a 
total rout, when they were reinforced by a frefe 
body of men under young Dunbar, who turtied 
the fortune of the day, and the Scots were de- 
SL^? feated. Their leader Hepburn was killed in the 
field, with a number of other brave men, and 
fcarcely a Scotchman efcaped without a wound. 
Sir John Haliburton, and his brother Sir Tho' 
mas. Sir Robert Lawder of Bafsj Sir John and 
Sir William Cockburn, with many other gentle- 
men, were made prifoners; and the flower of 
the Lothian youth were cut off. The two 
Haliburtons were fufFered to return home, biit 
they died foon after of dyfenteries. 

The earl of Douglas was then governor of the 
caftles of Edinburgh and Dunbar; and he* ap- 
plied to the duke of Albany to affift him in re- 
venging this lofs. The duke accordingly fiir- 
niihed him with a body of men, amounting, ac- 
cording to the Englilh, to twenty thoufand; 
Buchanan fays ten thoufanrf, and the continu- 
ator of Fordun admits of thirteen thoufand. 
The duke of Albany,^ at the fame time, to ex- 

prefs 
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prefs his zeal for the common caufe^ fent his A.D.i4of 
fon Murdoc to £frve under the earl, as did the 
carls of Murray, Angus, Orkney, and many 
others of the chief nobility, and eighty knights. 
This army broke into Northumberland and 
Cumberland, and carried its ravages to the 
walls of Newcaftle, before the Piercies and the 
Englifh wardens could aflemble a body of troops 
to oppofe them* This expedition was very ill 
conducted by the Scots; for they fuflfered the 
Engliih generals to cut off their retreat, by 
getting between them and their own fcountry. dcfeatj?*^ 
Both armies met at Homeldon-hill, near do"***^ 
Wooler, and both drew up in order of battle. 
The Scots upon the brow of the hill, by which 
they were expofed to the Engliih archers, and 
theEnglifli on the plain ground. Piercy was 
for rufhing upon the Scots fword in hand ; but 
the earl of March, laying hold of his bridle, ftopt 
him, and advifed him to obferve the difadvan- 
tageous fituation of their enemies, and what a 
fair objeft they prefented to the Engliih long 
bows. The battle accordingly began by a moft 
dreadful difcharge of arrows fent by the archers, 
which killed an incredible number of Scots, 
who remained ftill drawn up on the hill. The 
continuator of Fordun, who feems to have been 
prefent in the battle, acquaints us here with a 
moft extraordinary fad, which reflecls the 
higheft honour upon Scotch knighthood. He 
iays, that Sir John Swinton called out aloud to 

his 
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A.D.x4<a. his fellow-foldiers, no longer to fiand the un* 
adive marks of the Englifh archers, but to nifh 
down with him upon the enemy. His words 
were over^heard by' his capital foe, Adam Gor- 
don^ with whom he and his train never met 
but they fought ; but Gordon, on this occafion, 
threw himfelf upon his knees before Swinton, 
aiked his forgivenefs, and begged the honour 
of knighthood from the moft accomplifhed 
knight in all Britain. This being granted, the* 
two rivals embraced each other, and ruihing^ 
down the hill, with no more than a hun- 
dred followers, they broke the Englifli ranks 
with amazing flaughter ; but being furrounded 
and unfeconded, they themfelves, and every one 
of their gallant band, were cut in pieces. " It 
was believed, (fays one of the continuators of 
Fordun) and I have read that the Englifh them- 
felves have fworn, that if the Scots who flood 
upon the hill had behaved as bravely as the 
handful under Swinton did, they mufl have ob- 
tained a complete viclbry.'* 
j^^^ ^^ That> however, was far from being the cafe, 

both fides, for after the dreadful flaughter made by the 
Englifh archers, the Scots could make but a* 
very inefFeftual refiflance. The earl of Doii- 
glas lofl an eye, and having received five 
wounds, was made a prifoner, together with; 
Murdoc, who is defigned earl of Fife, the duke 
of Albany's eldefl fbn, with the earls of Mur- 
ray, Angus, Orkney, the lords Montgomery, 

Erfkine^ 
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number of efquires an4 common in^n, a» 
^mmut^9 m the wh(A^p if ve are to beUcve 
the Eogliib authors, to ten tbouAo4. Tkp 
9Miie« of tbc chipf »ei»tl«meii wko w^re Jplkii 
with Swi^to^ »»d Gpr4oxi^ ojight to bp rcligi- 
oftfly pr^fcryed. Tbefc w^jp Sir John liviijg.^ 
fton^ of X:alCT4v« Sir .4i»»n4er Ramfay p£ 
DaihoJiff y^ Sir WaJlbpr Sindw, R^ger Gor<Jop, 
w4 Writer &?ot. The lpf$ of th/? EugJi& ww 
too wKO»fidprabl^ to b^e partii:fibrJy iwntipq* 
eA This Ejjglifli qontixwed the pwrfuit, 3^4 
iMfiy of tlw; SicQts ppriihed in the Tync. Th» 
cpntimotor of F.or4wn, be<i4e$ the lift alriBp4y 
mejitionjed^ give? us th/5 oamiss of the foJIpwr 
ifig prijfo»jer«, which I fhjill here in^Cert, a? tLey 
are ihe progemtors of nwmylUnftripvs faipiJiiej 
ftiU in bcwg; Jipbcrt ErAwe of Alloway^^ WUif ^ 
iia» Abernidtby 4>f S^Jtoq, Ja»e» Doygla^, ma^ 
ter of Dalkeith, wd his two brothers, WilUw» 
Erth {perhaps Airth) with Hugh his fon aa4 
heir, Johp Stewart ofl^or^j Joh* §^on pf Sp- 
ton, William Sifw:lair of Hennasfton (calkd 
JJiWermanifton), J^i^aep Stoclair pf ionkermacus, 
with his £ofi John, Patric Dynb^r pf Bpl^, Roger 
JUefley of Rothes^ Akxander Hunjie of Dou- 
glas, Adam Forrefter pf Corftorphin, William 
Stewart of Angus, Robert Stewart pf Durifdeer, 
Walter Biggarton of Lx^w>&^ Robert Logan pf 
Laftakyk, John Rjimfey pf Qrcjapck, EUas Kir- 
minrnputh, I^wf e»P^ Ramfey of Clatty, Johp 
Vol. III. Dd Key 
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A.D. 1402. Ker of Samuelftone, Francis Mackowal of Gallo- 
way, and many others. 
^. . . ' Soon after this battle, fo fatal to Scotland, 

A breach m . ' ' 

thcEngUih Henry fent congratulatory letters to the two 
Piercies, and to the earl of March, who had 
acquired great honour in obtaining it ; and he 
gave the earl of Northumberland a gift of all 
the earldom of Douglas, lying in the vallies 
of Elkdale, Liddefdale, and Lawderdale, the 
lordfhip of Etric, and the foreft of Selkirk; 
but they were yet to be conquered, and Henry 
likewife intimated, that the conquerors were 
hot, upon any confideration, to put their pri- 
foners to rarifom, or to fet them at liberty. At 
the fame time he promifed, that they ihould 
he no lofers by obeying his commands. This 
letter threw the Piercies into a rage. They 
confidered as next to nothing a gift of lands 
Avhich they were yet to fubdue ; and they 
looked upon Henry as an ungrateful ufurper, 
who wanted to crufli them, after having ob- 
tained a crown by their affiftance. According 
to Englifh authors, their diffatisfaftion imme- 
diately broke out ; but the continuator of For- 
• dun has furnifhed us with fome very important 
•particulars, omitted by other writers, both of 
the Scotch and Englifli hiftory. 

Henry's pretext for requiring the Piercies 

ofCokiawyi not to difpofc of their prifoners, arofe from 

an immemorial cuftom, that the ranfom of all 

prifoners, exceeding a certain rate, flionld be- 

' "" long 
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long to the king; and the Piercies thought a. 0.140*, 
they had fufficiently complied with this prac- 
tice, by prefenting Henry with the perfon oi 
Murdoc, the duke of Albany's fon, whom he 
received and treated with great politenefs. In 
the mean time, the Piercies diffembled their 
refentment; and well- knowing that the fou- 
thern parts of Scotland were in a manner de- 
populated pf warriors, by their late defeats at 
Nilbet and Homeldon, they entered the bor- 
ders, and befieged a place called by my author 
Coklawys. He obferves, very fenlibly, at the 
lame time, that they probably undertook this 
expedition and fiege not only from the pro- 
fpe(fl they had of fuccefs, but, as appeared^ 
from their after-condud, that they might have 
a pretext for keeping up an army, which they 
intended . to employ againft their fovereign. 
The caftle of Coklawys, which lies in the bor- 
ders of Teviotdale, though vigoroufly aflaulted, 
was bravely defended, by one John de Grymf-. 
law ; but at lafl: he capitulated with the Hot- 
fpur Piercy, that he would deliver it up, if it 
was not relieved by the king, or governor, in 
fix weeks; and, during that time, no addi- 
tional fortifications were to be made to the 
place. While the Englifh army was retiring, 
one of Piercy's foldiers pretended, that the 
Scots had broke the capitulation, by introduc- 
ing a mattock into the garrifon. The govvr- 
nor of the caftle hearing of this charge, oflcrcd 

D d 2 to 
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».ax4oi* to fighting EflgliflimiA whd ftc^til* dff« to 
make it gddd ; ^iid the hiltlieft thftttr{)k)li Of 
their afmy being fingl^d but, ht wis d6feftt^ 
by the Scotchthan, who thereby acquired giitat 
piaife from ?icrcy aftd his offiect^. 
^relieved, '^^^ propeity of Cokl^w^s belonged to one 
* John Gledftancj who, lipOtt faifing the ficge, 
pofted to Robert'^ court, which wai then held 
at a place called Bothatnj atid laid before him 
the terms of the capitulation. The king re* 
ierred him to the duke of Albany, who was 
then at Falkland ; and he called together a$ many 
noblemen as the fliortnefs of the time would 
permit, to deliberate what was to be done, 
whether to relieve the cattle. Or fuflfer it to be 
given up. The Council was unanimoufly for 
the latter; but the duke of Albany, who (how- 
ever unwarrantable his views might have been 
towards his brother aftd his family) behaved 
with great fpirit againft the JEiiglifli, fwore 
by God and St. Philip, that he would march 
to the relief of the caftle, " though (fays he, 
^ pointing to his page, Peter de Kyhbuk, who 
^ was prefeat) I Ihould be attended only by that 
boy/' The aflcmbly, who had diftrufted the 
govcmof", being now convinced of his inten- 
tions, anfwered him with an unanimous accia- ^ 
mation, promifing to ftand by him, to the laft, 
in his brave refolution. . Letters were imme- 
diately circulated over all the northern parts 
of the kingdom ; and the governof, in a few 

days. 
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Airf^f tir48 4t ti^ hMd of a gallant army. In A.D.t4a», 
hU march towatdfi Cokkwys^ he flormed and 
demolifted the ciftle of Inverwike in Lothian^ 
Which wall m the hands of the EngHfli; and 
marching font^rds to Coklawys^ in daily ex* 
peAation of a dedfive 1:»attle between him and 
ftercy, he rec«iyed certain intelligence that 
tke latter had been defeated and Jdlled at 
Shrewftmiy. Thisjoyfttlnewgbeing proclaimed 
to the army by the voice of an herald^ they 
returned home with triumph and exultation. 
But'I am now to account for this unexpected . 
ievcnt 

Henry's ingratitude to the Piercies (aft they Af&iViof 
thought it) induced them to' lay a deep plan 
for dethroning him. On the fecond of O&o^ 
ber, 1402, the carl of Fife, the lords Graham, 
Montgomery, and Sir Adam Forreftcr, with 
fome others of the Scotch prifoners, made in 
the late battle, were prcfented before Henry in 
full parliament, having been fent him by the 
iHercies, according to his requifition. Forrefter 
took that opportunity to harrangue the king 
and the illufkrious affcmbly upon the benefits of 
peace, and the advantages that would refiilt 
to both nations from a ftable, definitive, treaty. 
Henry had a diflike to Forrefter's perfon, be- 
Caufe he had been inftrumental in perfuading 
him, that the duke of Albany intended to give 
him battle at Edinburgh ; and treated his pro- 
1^ pofal (only bccaufe it came from him) with 
' great 



.^ 
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A.D. 1401. great contempt *« As to you, my lord, faid he, 
addreffing himfelf to the earl of Fife, you have 
nothing to give you uneafinefs, for you was 
taken like a brave man, with your fword in ydur 
hand." Upon this, the earl was fet at liberty, 
upon his word of honour not td leave the king- 
dom ; and the other prifoners were committed 
' to the care of the fteward of the king's houf- 
hold. In this parliament a petition was like- 
wife prefented by the earl of Mardh of Scotland, 
praying, " That he may be'reftored to all his 
lands there, as the Englifli ihall, at any time; 
conquer or obtain them ; and that all fuch hi? 
tenants and foldiers, as will become- Engiiih, 
may be in the king's protedlion." The which 
the king granted, fo as they be fworn. 

The Hotfpur Piercy, after the battle of Ho- 
Cruelty of meldon, had behaved with unexampled feve- 
rity towards fome of the Scotch prifoners. Up- 
on pretence that William Stuart of Forreft, one 
of the braveft of their officers, was born in 
Teviotdale, when it belonged to the king pf 
England, he was tried for his life as a- traitor; 
but he made fo good a defence, that he was 
acquitted by three different juries. The unre- 
lenting hatred of Piercy, however, brought 
him before a fourth jury; and, being found 
guilty, he was hanged and quartered. No 
fooner had the Piercies fettled their plan of re- 
bellion, than tliis fierce animolity againft the 
Scots fubfided ; and they gained over their pri- 

foner. 
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foner, Douglas^ to lend them his aififtance. a. d. 1403. 
Their over-bearing behaviour difgufted Henry's ibf"*'' 
brother, the earl of Weftmoreland, fo much, ^'*^* 
that, thinking himfelf as well intitled as they 
^ere, both to the honour and profit of the late 
viftory, he perfuaded Henry to iffue out a com- 
miilion for trying the feveral claims of the cap- nuationgT 
tors with regard to their property in their pri- faS^ 
foriers. Nothing could be more reafonable than 
this, as the Piercies had hitherto acted both as 
judges and parties with regard to their captives. 
This commiiHon, however, could only relate 
to the common men ^ for Henry now perempto- 
rily infifted, that all the Scotch prifoners of 
quality fhould be put into his hands ; by which 
there is reafon to believe, that he had fome in-» 
timation of the connections entered into be- 
tween Douglas and the Piercies. I am to ob- 
ferve, that Henry's conduft, on this occafion, 
was not very confident. As he had declared 
himfelf the fuperior lord of Scotland, the Scots, 
properly, could not be confidered as prifoners 
of war ; and, in fact, the Piercies could bring 
no plaufible objeftion to his demand. The earl 
of Worcefl:er, Northumberland's brother, an 
artful man, and fecretly an enemy to Henry, 
fuggcfted to the. noblemen of his family the 
means of diftrefling him, by their demanding 
that the EngKfli earl of March, who was ftill a 
prifoner among the Welch, fliould be ranfomed. 
•Henry was fenfible with what view this was 

urged. 
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A.D. 1403- utged, and rejefted their pstitioiiy on pretence 
that the earl had fnfiered hittCdf to be taken^ 
and that he remained with Gleadourer by his 
own choice. This rcfnfal exaiperated the Hot- 
^mr Piercy } and he exclaimed openly in courts 
that the lawful heir of the crown was robbed 
of his birth-righty and the robber refufed to 
zedeem him with part of his own property. 

The tnitb is» the earl of March thovght him* 
§A£ iafer in the cuftody of Gl^ndoMner* than if 
he had been at t3ie cowt of Henry; and th^ 
earl of Wpr^Sfiier found nfeans to bring the 
Wdch into bis famEy's vienn. A» to Dou- 
glas and hif himd^^thmt condu^^ is farirpm 
being ind^fcniiblei H^nry y^n^ Aot the neact 
heir to the EiB^Kih: crown; a^Rid they fead no 
profped: be£i»re their eyes^ had they been de« 
livered up to him* than laoguiihing ki a lin- 
geriog captivity^ or fedeeming fhemfdvig^ by 
an exorbitant ranfpm. Jnftead of that, the 
Piercies pramifed to reftoretbem to their eftate^» 
country^ and liberty^ with m^ny . additional 
advantages; ai^i aduaUy /uffertd them fio de« 
part home, in lord^r to rai& men, upon their 
promiiing to rejoin them by. a Wtain day^ 
Douglas was pu&^al to his engsigements, and 
brought with him a ifmall body of brave foldiersu 
tt relating ^^ ^ xidiculous^ with thc hiftoriau Carte^ 
toscooand, j^jd the zcaiots for hcreditvy rights to pre*- 
tenxi, that the earl of Worceiler and the Pierciie^ 
had no other motive £6r their inJTurre^on^ hvt 

thofe 
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thofe of confcience, and a deteftation of the a. 041403. 
iifurper. That nobleman, it is true, had great 
experience and merit, and perhaps perfonally 
difliked Henry 5 but his and his family's views 
were not over-favourable for the true heir, as 
they propofed to become matters of all Eng- 
land to the north of Trent, and confequently 
to ihare the throne with the king, whilft Glen- 
dower was to poffefs the principality of Wales* 
Their plan, however, was kept fecret, and they 
proceeded with wonderful addrefs, in which 
they were affifted by the Scots- It was given 
out, that Richard was ftill alive in Scotland, 
having efcaped from his confinement in a wo- 
man's habit ; and the report made fuch an im- 
preffion among the vulgar, that Henry was 
obliged to publifli feveral manifeftos to difcou* 
rage it,^and to juftify his own conduct:. Thofe 
methods proving ineflFechial, Sir Roger Cla- 
rendon, a natural fon of the Black Prince, and 
about twelve religious, were hanged at Tyburn 
for a confpiracy againft the government ; but 
this feverity was far from eftablifhing the pub- 
lic tranquility. A very ftrong, well-penned, 
manifefto, which was publilhed about the fame 
time by the Piercies, encreafed the national 
difcontent. It accufed Henry of ufurpatioii, 
breach of promife, profufion, and various other 
aimes, in which he. had been affifted by the 
authors themfelves J and they were anfwered 
Vol. Ill, Ee by 
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A.i>. 1403. by counter-manifcftos, publiihed by Henry, the' 
contents of which are foreign to this hiftory. 

A defiance of Henry's perfon and govern- 
ment by the Piercies, was the firft indication 
of their open rebellion. The Hotfpur Picrcy 
marched towards Chefter,in hopes of being join- 
ed by the Welch under Owen Glendower, who 
had advanced towards Ofweftrey with twelve 
thonfand men. Henry's crown was at this time 
faved by the firmnefs and courage of the Scotch 
earl of March. Henry was for advancing to- 
wards Wales ; but that nobleman, while he was 
yet on his march, laid before him the danger- 
ous ftate of his government with fuch irrefift- 
aible reafons, that Henry, though much againft 
his inclination, was prevailed on to make a 
fliort turn, and to march towards Shrewlbury, 
which Henry Piercy was preparing to attack. 
The earl of March was feconded by the brave 
prince of Wales, afterwards Henry the fiiFth ; 
and Henry gave them the command of the army 
under himfelf. The unexpecled march of 
Henry to Shrewfbury, uith an army fuperior 
to that of the Piercies, aftoniflied them j but 
the Hotfpur Piercy, far from feeking to leffen 
the danger of his men, drew them out, and told 
them, they had nothing but their own valour 
to depend upon to fave them from being treated 
as rebels, and dying upon gibbets. This fhcw 
of refolution ftruck Henry fo mucji, that he 

would 
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would iiave made a diihonourabk peace, could a.x).i|o> 
the rebels have been contented with any thing 
1^ than hia refigning the royal authority. 

All hopes of an accommodation being over. The batue 
both armies prepared for battle. Douglas and ^J^'^'^^ 
Piercy headed that of the rebels ; that of Henry 
was drawn up by the earl of March, who per- 
fuaded Henry to take on himfelf the command 
of the laft divifion, and in Other rcfpefts made 
fuch difpofitions, as ihewed him to be an ac- 
complifhed general. As he had forefeen, Dou- 
glas and Piercy broke like thimderbolts into 
the ranks of their enemies, and covered the 
ground where they fought with dead bodies. 
The prince of Wales and the earl of March, 
having fufiered them to fpend their fiiry, cut 
off their retreat from their main army ; and the 
Hotfpur Piercy, in endeavouring to rejoin it, 
was killed by the prince of Wales. Douglas 
continued ftill nghting ; and with a great mace 
which he wielded (according to the Scotch 
hiftorians) he {truck to the ground and killed 
three .noblemen, or knights, out of a greater 
number, who, that day, were drefled in the 
lame manner as Henry. The lofs of Piercy 
being known, Henry charged the rebels in 
perfon with his own divifion, which remained 
ftill unbroken, and gained a complete, though 
bloody, viftory; the earl of Douglas, after 
performing the moft aftonifhing afts of valour, 
being again made a prifoner. The lols of the 

E e 2 rebels 
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A. D. 1403. rebels in this battle, which was fought the 
twenty-fecond of July, amounted to above 
feven thoufand ; nor was that of Henry (who 
that day killed fix and thirty with his own 
hand) inferior. As to the other confequences 
of the battle, and the names and qualities of 
the killed and prifoners, they are foreign to my 
purpofe. 
giSnedbr The honour which the Scotch carl of March 

Jf^tht*^*^" acquired by this viftory, fcarcely yielded to 
of M**ch'* *^^ praifes bellowed upon Douglas, though a 
prifoner. It is certain, that had not Henry 
followed the advice of the former, who was 
well acquainted with the fiery difpofitions of 
Piercy and Douglas, the army of the rebels 
would have be'en encreafed, in two days, by 
that under Glendower, and by another which 
was marching from the North, under the earl 
of Northumberland. Henry is faid to have 
fuffered the earl of Douglas to depart on his 
word of honour, in admiration of his valour. 
The fame prince beftowed vafl: eftates in Eng- 
land upon the Scotch earl of March and Dun- 
bar, in which was included that of the late 
Henry Piercy ; but he fecretly refolved, in all 
events, upon a peace with Scotland, where the 
late king Richard was fl:ill reported to be alive ; 
and, after refiding as a fervant with one Mac- 
doual in Galloway, to have . repaired . to the 
Scotch court, where he was acknowledged and 
entertained. Though nothing could, in faft, 

be 
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be more falfe than this report; yet fuch was the A.i>. 1403. 
credulity of the times, that an impoftor, who 
aflumed the name of Richard, aftually did ap- 
pear in Scotland. As he was every minute in • 
danger of being difcovered he artfuUif^ with- ^ 
drew himfelf from the public eye, under pre- 
tence of having devoted himfelf entirely to re- 
ligious duties. This impofture was encouraged 
by the old eountefs of Oxford, who employed 
one Serle as her agent. This Serle had found 
6ut and inftrucled the counterfeit Richard, who 
played his part to admiration ; and while his 
principal, and his accomplices, were hanged . in 
England, enjoyed a comfortable retreat at Stir- 
ling, in Scotland, where he afterwards died, and 
was buried in the White Friars church there. 

Henry employed the French ambaffadors, j^^^- 
who touched at his court in their way to Scot- ^'^n. 
land, to fet on foot a negotiation for a peace 
with that kingdom. He propofed that the 
Scots Ihould be comprehended in the long 
truce, which had been fome time before ratified 
by the king of France ; but that expedient be- 
ing rejefted, he named commiffioners to meet 
with thofe of the Scots, to treat of a truce on 
the footing of the agreement made at Handen- 
fiank by the dukes of Rothefay and Lancafter. 
In May, this year, Robert appointed Sir David 
Fleming, and Sir William Murehead, to treat 
with the Englifli commiffioners concerning the 
ranfom of the earls of Fife and Douglas ; (a 

proof 
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4 D*i404i proof that the ht(;er ha4 not ^n uncondition^ 
;illyfejtatUbfr|y) and, if they thpqght proper, 
to 9gree upon a truce. The commiffioners frooi 
lH>th kings accordingly met at Pomfret, on the 
fixth of July, and concluded a truce, which wa^ 
to laft from the twentieth of that month to the 
following Eafter; but it was agreed, in the 
mean time, to hold another meeting atHapden* 
fts^nk, to deliberate upon a definitive treaty. In 
^onfequence of this agreement, Henry named 
^c following perfons for his commiflioners. 
lAatthew, bilhop of Glafgow, James Douglas, 
lord of Dalkeith, David Fleming, John Stuart 
of .Iqnermeth, who were all honoured with the 
appellation of his coufins; John de Edmonfton, 
William de Borthwic, Adam Forrefter of Cor- 
ftorphin, knights, Mr. John Merton, doctor of 
the decretals, and Mr. Walter Forrefter, fecre- 
tary of ftate, both canons, the firft of Glafgow, 
and the fecond of Aberdeen. Many incidents 
concurred to render this meeting of no effeft. 
The prince A frclh rebellion broke out in the north of 
rf scotiaiiii j^ngig^jd^ jjj which the earl of Northumberland 

'*^' was deeply engaged, and when it was cruflied, 
his friends^ great and powerful as they were, 
were capitally punifhed ; but he himfelf, with 
his grandfon, the lord Bardolph^ and other 
friends, took refuge in Scotland, where they 
were received by the lord Fleming, who was a 
favourite at Robert's court. Henry, in the 
ixiean time, took poffeflion of Berwic, Wark* 

worth. 
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worthy Alnwicy and all the other places belong'^ A«a e^p^ 
ing to the Northumberland eftate. The du^ 
of Albany's views, at that time, inclined him to 
keep well with England. His brother, old and 
infirm as he was, was fiill in pofieffion of his 
fenf^s ; and though befet with the duke's crea** 
tures, he was at laft informed of his eldeft fon's 
miferable fate« He refented it only by the moft 
bitter grief, being unable to do juftice upon the 
murderers *. This, very probably, had fome 
influence upon the duke, who did not know 
how foon he might be obliged to Henry, in his 
turn, for an afylum in England. As to the old 
king, he wifely laid a plan, which he feems t6 
have concealed from the duke, for conveying 
hi6 furviving £bn James out of danger from his 
practices. The duke ftrenuoufly denied his having 
any concern in the death of the elder brother} 
and is faid to have even put to death fome pit^ 
fons oh that account. Robert intrufted his fe" 
cret, at firft, only with Wardlaw, bilhop of St. 
Andrew's, who advifed him to fend the yoQfig 
prince to France, and to truft the care of his 
J)erfon with Henry Sinclair, earl of OtkMf* 
The hofpitable reception which the late king 
David had met with in France, encouraged Rch 

• Abercromby has zWoSted to doubt of the faft of the dokt of 
Kothefay^s murder a^ I have related it, but hid reafons are 
frivolous ; nor does be pretend to deny, that that prince died in 
prifon, witlun the duke of Albany^s caftlc of Fidkhmd. 

bcrt 
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A. D. 1404. bert to follow this advice. He had for fom6 
time refided at his caftle of Rothefay, in the Ifle 
of Bute, part of his family inheritance ; and it 
was agreed, that the earl of Orkney, with fuch 
£riends as he could truft, Ihould provide a'ihip^ 
and that the young prince fhould embark at the 
Ifland of Bafs, which he accordingly did with 
all fecrecy, carrying with him the moft affe^ion* 
ate recommendations from his father to the 
French king; and, according to fome of the 
Scotch writers, letters to Henry, in cafe of his 
' falling into the hands of the Englifh. 
kotu inter. That difagreeable event took place, for the 
SeS^. itip 'Which carried the prince was taken by an 
Englifli privateer off Flamborrugh-head, and the 
prince, with his attendants, were confined in a 
neighbouring caftle till they were fent to Lon- 
don, where they were committed to the Tower, 
by the royal order. The Englilh hiftorians, 
partial as they are to the memory of their kings, 
do not pretend to palliate the infamy of Henry's 
proceedings in this affair. We are not even fure 
whether the prince was taken at fea, or on 
fiiore, where his attendants might think he 
could fecurely land upon the faith of the truce, 
to obtain refrelhments. He was, foon after his 
arrival at London, carried before Henry. He 
examiifed his s^ttendflllts, and they frankly told 
him, that they were carrying the prince to 
France for his education. I underftand the 

French 
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French tongue, replied Henry, and your coun- a.d.i^o£, 
tiymeii ought to have been kind enough 
to have trufted, me with their prince's edu- 
cation.'* 

Robert was at his caftle of Rothefay, in the ^* *"^ - 
Ifle of Bute, where he received the heavy tidings Robert th« 
of his fon's captivity while he was at fupper. 
His fenfibility was fuch, that he . was inftantly 
ftruck.with an agony of grief, which proved 
mortal; for his fervants carried him immedi- 
ately to his bed, where he expired three days 
after. He died on the twenty-ninth of March, 
after reigning near fifty years ; and from that 
time James dated the years of his reign. Co tem- 
porary authors mention Robert as being one of 
the moft comely men of his time. Before he came 
to the crown, he difcovered abilities and afti- 
vity in public life ; but after he was rendered 
lame, he gave himfelf intirely up to the private 
duties of religion and his family, in which he 
excelled. He certainly carried thofe virtues to 
a blameable extreme, as he abandoned himfelf 
to the guidance of an ambitious defigning bro- 
ther. Though indolent, he was fenfible of his 
misfortunes and mifconduft, as appears by the 
precautions he took with regard to the fafety 
of his remaining fon ; and the. years of his reign 
were diftinguifhed for their fertility. Befides 
the two fons I have mentioned, he had, by his 
queen Annabella Drummond, a daughter, who 
Vol.. Ill- . Ff was 
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A,D. 1405. was firft married to Jfimei lifnn^j of DriM»- 
muir, anpeilor (x) the carte of CiflUis, m^t to 
George Dou^l^s, the firft e»rl Qf Angus ; aofi 
after him to Edmonfton of Duntreth. ^. 



* King Robert bad for bis iiBpr^S| of dpnte^ ^ fword anil 
fcepter pafCng througb a coronet, and placed in faltife, oyer a 
mond or globe, with an avetane cro6 tbereQifi. Tbe word iai cp 
pari, aut mori. 



AGE- 



GENERAL HISTORY 

OF 

S C O T L A N D. 

fiOOK THE SIXTH. 

From the Dteath of R O B E R T th6 Third, 
ift 140^;, to the Acceffion of JAMES 
the Sixth, to the Crown of England, 
in 1 603. 

The H E G E N C Y. 

^' Jl "^H A T the duke of Albany was a man 1405. 
of great abilities, cannot be queftion- m"' * 



1 



duke 



ed ; for the Scots, ever firicc the death ,\^g«u °^' 
of Robert Bruce, had liot made a greater 
figure than they did in the tinle of his regency. 
They had put their foVereignty, in every refpeft, 
upon an equality with that of the kings of Eng- 
land, and tlieinoftrefpeaable powers of Europe. 
They afferted their own dignity and impor- 
tance, by their wifdom and valour, and not by 
F f 2 having 
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A. D. 1405. having recourfc to precarious recognitions of 
their independency, or * formal treaties, which, 
in thofe days, were broken as foon as made. As 
a proof of this, even Heniy the fourth, who was 
a pretender to the crown which now devolved 
upon his royal captive, acknowledged, without 
any foUicitation, the title of James, and treated 
him with all the tendernefe and regard due to 
his high rank. 

fhcitingof The only pretext that Henry had for the de- 

Scotlanddc- 

tainedin tcutiou of James, was the government of Scot- 
''**" * land having received and flieltered the earl of 
Northumberland, his grandfon, and the other 
Englifh fugitives, who had been profcribed by 
Henry after their laft rebellion : this naturally 
turned the eyes of the royalifts towards an ex- 
change of prifoners, and many confultations 
were held about purchafing the liberty of their 
young king, by putting the fugitives into 
Henry's hands. The nation, in general, had a 
high opinion of the regent's abilities ; but they 
were jealous of his views, and unalterably fixt 
in their allegiance to James, which the regent 
was too wife to think of ihaking. Winton, a 
Scots hiftorian, who wrote at this time, but 
whofe hiftory never was publilhed, fays, that, 
upon the death of Robert the third, a conven- 
tion of eftates was held at Scone, where James's 
His tiUe re- title was recognized, and the duke of Albany 
cognUcd, appointed regent. It was at that time, that the 
lord Fleming, who had generoufly received and 

pro- 
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protefted the earl of Northumberland, difcover- a,d. i4o«. 
cd the intention of the royalifts to deliver up 
that nobleman to Henry ; he apprifed him of his 
danger, and aflifted him and the lord Bardolph 
to efcape to Wales. The continuator of For- 
dun tells us, that, while the earl refided in Scot- 
landi he lived at the caftle of St. Andrew's; that 
the biihops of Bangor and St. Afaph, ;and the 
abbbt of Wellbcch, with feveral other perfons 
of diftindtion, fled to Scotland likewife. It is 
certain, that Northumberland's gr^ndfbn, the 
fon of the Hotfpur Piercy, and heir to that 
great family, was left in Scotland, where he re- 
ceived great part of his education. 

The efcape of the earl of Northumberland out b^t he u 
of Scotland was far from being difagreeable to InCjul 
the duke of Albany, as the royalifts had now 
no pledge whom they could exchange for their 
king. Henry, on the other hand, ottiitted no-^ 
thing that could foften the captivity of James, 
or prevent the Scots from declaring war. I do 
notj however, perceive that he was yet free 
from his imprifonment in the Tower of Lon- 
don ; but we know that there was now a greater 
intercourfe than ever had been known between 
the Englifh and the Scots. The latter were, on 
all occaiions, welcome to Henry's court, where 
they diftinguifhed themfelves by their martial 
exercifes and diverfions : but all thofe civilities 
could not make the people eafy, while their 
king was a prifoner. The duke of Albany was 

forced 
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JI.D.Y406. forded to give way to their fpirit, and though 

tnTZ!^'" the truce was ftill fubfiftingj h^ raifed an army 

^moda* j^ deliver James. Henry, on the other hand, in 

the beginning of September, fummoned all hh 

mDitary tenants to take arms againft the dnke 

of Albany, the pretended governof of Scotland, 

Hymer, foi. ^* ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^® ^^ wrfts, and the common 
▼III.JK4I4* jfcdverfary and enemy of his fobj€ftj and hint-* 
felf. This ftorm, however, foon Wew over. 
Henry empowered the bifhop Of Down, in Ire^ 
fend, to treat with Donald, lord of the Illes, and 
John his brother, about a final peace, allianee, 
and friendlhip, between him and his fntgefts of 
England and Ireland, and the faid Donald and 
John, and th^ir fubjects, in all and every one of 
their Ifles. The regent laid hold of this? and 
Other pretexts fof entering into a new negotia- 
tion with Henry, who was equally defironf^ of 
peace; and the trued was a<^^ordingly prolong- 
ed for a year, from the end of September, dur- 
ing which time all the differences between th^ 
two nations were to be fettled. 
,407. In confequenccfof this agreement,^ Rothcfay, 

Xman^*' king at arms, was appointed commiffary-gene- 
tbeirking. ji^l for the king and kingdom of Scotland, an<t 
repaired in that quality to the coutt of Eng- 
land. He there produced the record of the 
truce, which was fubfifting when James was 
made prifoner, and which provided, at the fame 
time, for the free navigation of the Scots ; and 
demanded juftice ^pon Jolyfc and his afibciates,- 

whd 
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wh<^ h^d made prize of the.ihip that carried a.d. t4o> 
JfWes, and (everai other Scots fcips. Henry, 
tk§ VM& plaufible and moderate prince of his 
tm^, was fo far from contradicting either the 
faft» or the principles advanced by Rothefay, 
that be ordered juftice to be done to the Scots 
nation, and that the truth of Rothefay's allega- 
tions Ibould be examined into. This, in fad, 
wpjB doing nothing. The Englifli had their 
complaints a^ well as the 3cots, and the claims 
of bpth were fo intricate, that the e^camination 
fell to the ground ; b\itp at the fame time, the 
truce wa» prolonged. 

Towards the end of the year, Gilbert, chan* 

cellor of Scotland, Robert, bifhop of Dunkell, 

David lindfay, ead of Crawford, Alexander 

Stuart, carl of Marr, and William Graham of 

I^incardine, repaired with a commiffion from 

thci regent to the borders, where they renewed 

the truce with England, which was to laft all 

the year 1407. The hiftory of Scotland, at this 

time, furnifhes us with no public tranfaclions, 

but its own civil broils. The efcape of the earl 

of Northumberland being known to have beea 

effeded by Fleming, his generous behaviour 

<;reated him enemies. Some had expefted money 

from the king of England, in which they were 

difappointed by the earFs efcape; and othets 

blamed Fleming -for fufFering the only pledge 

they had for their king's deliverance to leave 

t;he kingdom, Though we are in the. dark as 

to 
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Th?^uf* ^° ^^^ particulars of that tragical aflfair, yet 
Northmn. thcFc is too much reafou to believe that Flc- 

berland*s 

cfeape oot ^ ming's virtues coil him his life. He had been 
entrufted with the fecret of the prince's leaving 
Scotland; and the high favour in which he 
ftood with the late and prefent king, no doubt 
encreafed his enemies. Of thofe, Douglas of 
Balveny, fon to the earl Douglas, and Alex- 
ander Seton, afterwards lord Gordon, were the 
chief. Eveiy perfon of confcquence, in Scot- 
land, had then his family difierences, and al- 
ways travelled with a military attendance, in 
expeftation of being attacked; which proved to 
be the fate of Fleming, for he was killed after 
an , obdinate and bloody reMance at Long- 
hermanfton. It is to be regretted, that the hif- 
tories of the private families in Scotland are full 
of fuch encounters, which contributed to their 
deftru6tion, without advancing any national 
purpofc. 

Hff m- The turbulent earl of Northumberland, after 

remaining for fome time in Wales, entered into 
freih intrigues with that people and the French, 
againft the government of England ; and Henry, 
fufpefting that he had fome correfpondencc 
with the young king of Scotland, ordered him 
andGIendower,fon to the famous prince of that 
name, to be removed this year from the Tower 
of London to the caftle of Nottingham, where 
James remained for fome time, but ftill improv- 
ing in his education and ftudies. The two 

courts 
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courts of France and England ftill continued to A.D.t4o^ 
negotiate, while each was betraying the other; 
and though the French concluded a truce for 
Guienne, it was only that they might be the 
more at liberty to aflift the earl of Northumber- 
land and Glendower, jin renewing their rebels 
lion againft Henry. What the event muft hav^ 
been, h;^d not the French court been fplit into 
parties, is hard to fay. The duke of Orleans 
and Burgundy had fwom upon the Holy Sacra- 
ment a reconciliation with each other, "when 
the former was affaffinated by the latter, who^ 
gloried in the murder, and became one of 
the principal fuppoxts of Henry's perfon and 
French dominions. This great alliance ftrength- 
ened Henry againft the earl of Northumberland, 
who had many friends in Scotland that pro- 
mifed to affift him, as foon as he was in a con- 
dition to take the field. 

Though we have no pofitive proof of any 
correfpondence that was, at this time, kept up 
between the regent and the court of England, 
yet we know that the former was very back- 
ward in purfuing ferious meafures for obtaining 
his nephew's liberty ; that Henry was well ap-; 
prifed of the earl of Northumberland's views, 
and difappointed all his expectations from Scot- 
land, excepting a body of free-booters, who 
joined him from the Scotch borders. The con- 
tinuator of Fordun fays, that the earl had a der 
pendence upon Sir Thomas Rokcby, the flieriff 
VoL.nL Gg ^^ 
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VA.D. 1407. of Yorkfliirc, with whom he corrcfponded ; but 
that he betrayed him to Heary. The earl be- 
ing thu3 difappointed on all hands^ was oblige 
cd to depend entirely upon the greaji family- 
intereft he had iu the north of England, and 
the difa&Aion of the inhabitants towards 
•Henry's govemmenL He appointed Threlk in 
Yovldhire for his place of rendezvous, and a 
plaufible manifefto he publiihed, encreafed hi^ 
numbers, but without adding Co his force ; fox 
his men were all undifciplined, mofl: of them 
coming to the. field only for plunder. Rok^by 
the fiieriff, having aflembled a body qt the free^ 
holders, fecured the chief paffes of the country; 
' and declaring againft the earl, came up with 
|iim and his rout at Braham-moor, wherea fharp 
encounter followed, in which the earl was dc-^ 
feated and killed, and the lord Bardolph taken 

ana death, prifoner, but died of his wounds. 
1408. T^^i^ was a feafonable viftory for Henry, and 

SJt^I^The ^^ S^^^ Rokcby a fuitable reward out of the 

earl of earl of Northumberland's forfeited eftate. Hit 

March and 

the king of torians have left u^ in the dark as to the origin 

£og}aAdt 

nal of a quarrel which fell out at this time be« 
tween Henry and the Scotch earl of March, to 
whom he owed fo much. All we know is, that 
that nobleman had a quarrel with the dean 
apd chapter of Lincoln, in which one John 
Bleffwel was killed ; and that he and thirty- 
feven of his fervants had obtained their. par- 
dpiits, under the great feal, for that murder, and 
. ^ all 
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an ttxt ether felonies they bad committed. Per- A.D.i4ot. 

'haps the earl thought, that his country had fuf- 

ficiently fufiered for the affront that had been 

offered him, and was fincerely reconciled to his 

young foTereign, whofe accomplifliments were 

now the theme of public admiration. If we 

are to believe the Englilh hiftorians, the earl 

ordered a body of his Scotch friends to join the 

late earl of Northumberland ; which if true, his 

breach with Henry may eafily be accounted for. 

His diflike of Henry, probably, was encreafed 

by his not having fufficient confideration paid 

him at the Engliih court, which ftood no longer 

in need of his affiftance, and had failed in its 

promifes to reftore him to his Scotch eftate. 

Upon the whole, the earl had fufficient rea- 

fon, without any motives of perfonal refent* 

ment, for returning to his duty. 

Upon the fuppreffion of the earl of Northum- Treatment 
berland's rebellion, James was brought to the itillT^ 
Englifli court, where he was treated by Henry 
with extraordinary refpeft. By a record that 
has come to our hands, two gentlemen having 
fought long and valiantly, in fingle combat, in 
prefence of the court, Henry ordered them to 
dcfift, at the entreaty of his moft dear coufin 
the king of Scotland, as he is called, and that 
of his own fons. After this, we find him refid- 
ing at Croydon, a pleafant village in the neigh- 
bourhood of London. Here he enjoyed the 
company of the moft ingenious and learned 

G g 2 men 
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A,D. i4oS. men in England, and probably became acqttaiilt- 
ed with Chaucer, the celebrated father of £ng« 
liih poetry, Thofe civilities to the perfon of 
James were attended by very different effefbs 
towards the Scotch noblemen who were pri« 
tnd «f hk '^'^^rs ia England, whom Henry obfcrved with 
fabjefli. more vigilance than ever. The earl of Douglas 
was called upon either to return to his capti- 
vity, or to pay a moft exorbitant ranfom. A 
treaty was entered into with the earl of Fife, 
who had leave to return home, upon giving 
for his hofiages David, fon and heir to the earl 
p{ Caithnefs ; John Stuart, earl of Buchan, and 
Ton to the regent ; Patrick Graham, earl of 
Strathem; and Alexander Graham, fon and 
heir of the lord of Graham. The earl of Fife 
either could not, or would not, fulfil thofe 
conditions ; and the treaty with him came to 
nothing, Upon the e:2(piration of the truce 
this year, it was renewed till Eafter 1409. Scot- 
land, all this time, was equally tranquil and 
profperous under the regent's wife and mild 
admtniflration ; and the Scots in general feemed 
no way difpofed to embroil themfelves with 
Henry on account of their prifoners in Eng- 
Ifind. 
The earl of The csutI of March, before his return to Scot- 
ftlred^rhis ^^^^9 h^^ openly renounced his allegiance to 
Scotch Henry ; and the regent was at great pains to re- 
concile him to the earl of Douglas, who re- 
jp^ined ftUl in Scotland; which gives counter 

liance 
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jiance to what fomc Scotch writers lay, that he ^•^- *^* 
had been fet at liberty by Henry without any, 
ranibm. I am of opinion, that if his difmii&on 
was not abfolute, it was upon fuch terms as 
the earl had complied with, and therefore he 
did not think himfelf bound in honour to re- 
turn to his captivity. The accommodation 
between the earls of March and Douglas was 
completed in the year 1409. The latter re- 
iigned to the former his eftate and caftle of 
Dunbai", hut indemnified himfelf for the lofles 
be had fufiained, by keeping pofieifion of the 
caftle of Lochmaben, and the lordihip of An* 
nandale. Haliburton, lord Dirleton, fon-in- 
law to the regent, had been fo inftrumental in 
this reconciliation, that he likewife received 
a reward in land. Upon the expiration of 
the truce at Eafter 1409, the regent refufed to ,^0,. 
renew it ; and the people of Teviotfdale took' 
and demolilhed the ci^ille of Jedburgh, which jedbiifsh 
bad been in poffcffion of the Englifli ever fince t^ut"^ 
the battle of Durham. The regent immediately 
ordered the place to be demolilhed, which was S^^' 
done y^ith great difficulty, on account of the 
hardnefs of the cement, and the thicknefs of 
its walls. This fervice was thought to be of 
fo much importance, that tbe regent convened 
an aflembly of the ftates at Perth, to deliberate 
how to pay the captors, and to enable them to 
keep the field. Many of the aflembly propofed 
tQ raiie a tax of two pennies upon every houfi: 

that 
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A.D. 1409. that had a fire-place, lliis was op{>ofed by tht 
regent, as being oppreflive and unpopular ; and 
he ordered the Teviotfdale men to be indemni- 
fied out of the royal cuftoms. This tranfaftion, 
which I have taken from a contemporary au- 
thor, difcovers the fpirit of this prince's admi- 
firation, which was entirely turned to popula- 
rity and the maintenance of the public tran- 
quility ; in both which he was fuccefsful, almoft 
beyond belief. About this time, the fame au- 
thor tells us, that Scotland was vifited by a 
moft dreadful ftorm, which dcftroyed many of 
the public buildings; and that the regent 
moved from one part of the kingdom to an-* 
other, holding juftice-courts wherever he came, 
for the benefit and protection of the poor. 
Towards the end of the year 1409, or the 
Anewwpr beginning of 141 o, before the truce with Eng- 
seotiandand Uud was rcuewed, I perceive, from the Eng- 
lifli hiftorians, that Robert Umfreville, a rela- 
tion of the earl of Angus, with ten Englifh 
fliips, failed up the Frith of Forth, where he 
did confiderable damage to the Scotch fliip- 
ping, and carried off fourteen veffels laden with 
drapery goods arid grain. The Englifh, that 
year, were diftreffed by a dearth of com ; and 
Umfreville's captures were fo confiderable, as 
to bring a feafonable fupply to the common 
people^ who gave him the name of Robert 
Mendmarket. Umfreville, before his return, 
made fevcral defcents on the coafls of Scotland, 

where 



O B S C O T L A ISI D. 431 

where he committed great ravages. The au» a.d. 141^ 
thorities for this expe<lition are unqUeftion* 
able ; and^ though omitted by Scotch authors^ 
they ferve to give us fome idea of the happi- 
neis of the common people of Scotland under 
this regency, when .even the furplufes of their 
harvefti (for the grain fpoken of certainly was 
meaat for exportation) could relieve England 
from fatmine. Henry, all this time, was tak- 
ing hia meafures^ as we ihall foon fee» for 
plunging Scotland into civil blood, in which he 
was but too fuGce&fuI ; but the Scots renewed 
the truce by their comraiilioners. Sir William 
Hay of Lochwarret, Sir William Burthwic, 
and Mt Alexander Cairns. In May that year, ^ 
the regent fent a letter to the king of England^ 
with the following addre£i : << To the moft ex- 
cellent prince Henry, by the grace of God, king 
of the Engliih, our moft dear coufilQ, Robert, 
by the fame grace, fon to the king of Scotland^ 
duke of Albany, earl of Fife and Mentdth, and 
governor of the kingdom of Scotland/* In 
the courfe of the fame letter he calls the Scots 
^ our fubjeds of the kingdom of Scotland,** 
Thofe terms of fovereignty were certainly im- 
proper for a fubjed to ufe, and gave Henry 
great offence ; nor could they be at all agree- 
able to James. It appears as if Henry had dif* 
regarded this letter, which was meant as a ra- 
tification of the truce ; for in July the regent 
threatened to invade England. Henry ordered 

his 
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A.D. I4ZO. his northern fubjefts, to be upon their guard ; 
but George Dunbar, fan to the earl of March, 
took Faftcaftle, together with its Engliih go- 
vernor, Thomas Holden, who, while he held 
it, had done irreparable mifchief to the inha- 
bitants of Lothian. 
jicfcciEeii Henry now prepared to firike the great blow 
ia!^?'* which he had fo long meditated againft Scot- 
land. He had, as we have feen, renewed his 
league with the lords of the Ifles, where a con* 
fiderable revolution then happened. Walter 
Lefley had fucceeded to the eftate aiid honours 
of the earls of Rofs in right of his wife, who 
was the heir. By that marriage he had a fon, 
Alexander, who fucceeded him ; and a daugh- 
ter, Margaret, who was married to the lord of 
tiie Ifles. This Alexander had married one of 
the regent's daughters ; and dying young, he 
left behind him an only daughter, Euphane, 
who was a nun at North-Berw^c, and deformed. 
Her grandfather, the regent, procured from 
her a refignation of the earldom of Rofs, of 
which £he was undoubted heir, in* favour of 
his fecond fon, John earl 6f Buchan, but in 
prejudice of Donald lord of the Ifles, who was 
fon to Margaret, After to earl Alexander, and 
confequently the neareft heir to the efl:ate after 
the nun. Donald applied to the regent for 
redrefs, and to be put in pofleffion of the earl- 
dom; but the regent had many reafons for 
rejecting bis fuit,.and fome of them, I think, 

well- 
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weU founded, as Donald, if he was a fubjeS; A-n.^m, 
of Scotland, could not anfwer for the indepen* 
dent engagement he had entered into with the 
king of England, and which rendered hinji 
guilty of high-treafon. Without entering into 
any difquifition of the regent's conduft, it is 
fufficienC to fay, that Donald and his brother 
John took refuge at the court of England^ 
where Henry received them with open arms^ 
and made ufe of the pretext of doing juftice 
to them, tb excufe himfelf from accepting of 
the late truce. We know not what part James 
took in this affair. He was now of an age fit 
for government, and had for fome time afted 
in a royal capacity towards his own fubjeds ; 
but prudence probably prevented his taking 
any concern in the quarrel between the regent , 
and Ddnald, whofe caufe Henry openly ef- 
poufed. Donald, receiving Henry's infrac- 
tions and affiftance, returned to his own domi- 
nions in the Ifles, where he raifed an army, and 
pafling over to Rofs-fliire, he violently feized 
the cftate in difpute. His perfon and claim 
were fo agreeable to the tenants of the earldom, 
that he was foon at the head of ten thoufand 
hardy Highlanders and iflanders ; but his con- 
nexions with Henry, who was now in a ftate 
of declared war with Scotland, impelled him 
to farther attempts. Leaving Rofs-fhire, he 
marched into the fertile province of Murray, 
and from thence to Strathbolgy and Gariocb^ 
VoL^IIl- Hh which 
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A.D.I4I0. which, he laid under contribution; and pro* 
pofed to pay his troops by the plunder of Aber- 
deen, at thattime, a place of confiderable trade. 
The regent appointed his nephew, Alexan- 
ofHaritw. dcr Stuart, who was earl of Marr in right of 
his wife, Ifabel Douglas, only daughter of Wil- 
liam, firft earl of Douglas, and of Margaret, 
fifter and heir to Thomas, the laft earl of Marr, 
to command the army. This earl I perceive to 
have been fon to Alexander carl of Buchan, 
brother to Robert the third ; but the accurate 
Ruddiman does not countenance thofe Scotch 
writers who call him a baftard. He was cer- 
tainly a brave, intrepid, general ; and, having 
received his commiilion, he raifed an army, 
confifting of the nobility and gentry lying be- 
tween the rivers of Spey and Tay, many of 
whofe defcendants, to this day, hold the fame 
cftates *. He came up with Donald at Har- 
law, a village in the Garioch, within ten miles 
of Aberdeen; and fo defperate a battle was 
fought, that the victory was uncertain, but 
equally bloody, on both fides. The chief of 
the killed among the royalifts-were Alexander 
Ogilvy, fheriff of Angus, who commanded 
under the earl of Marr, together with his fon 
and heir ; James Scrimgeour, conftable of Dun- 

♦ The Lyons, Ogilvies, Maules, Camegies, Lindfays, Edkines 
Fotlieringharas, Leflies, Frafers, Irvines, Gordons, Forbefles, 
Abercrombies, Bannerraans, Arbuthnots, Burnets, Leiths, Du- 
guds, Mowats, Barclays, &c« 

. deej 
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dee ; Alexander Irvine of Drum, Thomas Maule a.d.j^iq* 
of Panmure, William Abernethy,' younger, of 
Saitoh, Alexander Straiton of Lawriefton, Alex- 
ander Stirliiig, Thomas Murray, and Robert 
Davidfon, provoft of Aberdeen; all of them 
knights, and gentlemen of diftinguiihed fami- 
lies. In fhort, the gentry of Angus, Merns, 
Marr, Buchan, and Garioch, were the greateft 
fufferers; and Lefly, the baron of Balwhain, 
was killed, with fix of his feven fons. Nine 
hundred of the iflanders were cut off, among 
whom were the heads of the Maclane and Mac- 
intofii clans. 

The remains of the royal army lay all night 
under arms; but Donald, finding himfclf in 
the midft of an enemy's country, where he 
could raife no recruits, next day, being the 
twenty-fifth of July, began to retreat; and the 
Ihattered ftate of Marr's army prevented his 
being purfued, as the forces which he expefted 
from the South and Weft were not yet arrived. 
We are told, that the duke of Albany found 
means to invade Donald's dominions in the 
Illes with afmall fquadron of fhips, and, at the 
fame time, reduced his caftle of Dingwall ; and 
that Donald, finding himfelf but poorly fup- 
ported by the king of England, made his peac^ 
next year with the regent, who had three ar« 
mies on foot againft him, and Donald fwore al- 
legiance to the crown of Scotland. 

H h 2 White 
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ArD. 1410. Whik this war was carrying on «i the North, 
the war Hcnrv continued to rcfufc to renew his truce 
with Scotland. He had been tdo fanguine in 
his expedations from Donald's r^ellion ; and 
the regent^s party obtained great advantages 
from his obilinacy, or, as they called it, his 
injufiice. The earl of March- had, by this time, 
joined with the Douglafles, and a^d in a man* 
ner thatlhewedhe was determined, ifpoffible, 
to efface all memory of his late defedion; His 
fon, and Douglas of Drumlanrig, had fet on 
fire and plundered the town of Roxburgh, and 
broke down its bridge ; while the regent fcnt 
^ complaints of Henry's conduft to all the courts 

in Europe. That of France interefted itfclf 
particularly in favour of the Scots, who had 
promifed them a body of men to oppofe Henry ; 
$nd a bull that had been obtained from pope 
Urban in 1368, was now publiflied, and did 
them great fervice ; the original being now pre- 
ferved in the Scotch college at Paris. Aber- 
cromby has made a pompous difplay of the 
contents of this bull, great part of which is 
cither very little to the purpofe, or contains 
abfolute fallhoods ; for his holinefe fays, ** That 
AbuU , the moft Chriftian kings of Scotland have ever 
been the nobleft champions of the catholic 
faith, and Roman church, which they have de- 
fended, protected, and propagated through the 
upiverfe.'* What follows is of more import- 
ance i 
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ance ; for hi^ holincfs, ** with advice and con- ^d- h'^. 
f^^t of Jm brethren, and by virtue of his apof^ 
t^lic faithy prohibits^ under pain of excommu^ 
qication and interd^dion, all perfons ecdefiafti* 
cal and fccular, of wbatfoever dignity and 
rjAnk they may be, to form focieties or leagues 
againft die government of Scotland ; to enter 
that kingdom in an hoftile manner ; to difplay 
their banners in it; to break down houfes, 
drive away cattle, make incurfions, depreda^ 
tions, &c or tO| protect, favour, counfel or 
affift, dire^Uy or indireftly, publicly or private- 
ly, any fuch men, or focieties of men, wh6 
ihall prefume to infringe this prohibition*" He 
goes on, and not only declares the offenders to 
be excommunicated, but incapable of being 
abfolved, by any but himfelf and his fuccefibrs, 
unlefs it be upon death-bed, and when they 
(ball be thought paft recovery. He alfo declares 
them to be infamous, and, as fuch, incapable 
of all privileges, honours, places of truft or 
profit, and all offices civil, military, or eccle-' 
^aftic; makes void their teftamenfs ; degrades 
theih from their order of knighthopd, or any 
pretentions to nobility ; abfolves their fubjefts, 
if they have any, from all the obligations for- 
merly due to them ; and, in a word, omits no- 
thing fit to terrify all the enemies of the king 
and kingdom of Scotland, whether foreign or 
domeftic, into a peaceable difpofition with re- 

fpe& to them* 

The 
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ftom'tht'"** T^^ fcafonable publication of this bull was 
fonabil^or att^^^^d with the beft eflFefts for the Scots. It 
ScoUana. contributed to bring Henry to reafon, and to 
extinguifli the remains of Donald's rebellion. 
He and his family, however, were rcftored af- 
terwards to the earldom of Rofs ; and though 
they fwore homage, as lords of the Ifles,' to the 
crown of Scotland, they were confidered as 
feudal princes, and as retadning certain rights 
in their own dominions that gave them a title 
to be ftill comprehended as parties in treaties 
with foreign powers. What thofe rights fpe- 
cifically were, does not clearly appear. All we 
know is, that they claimed an exemption, in 
certain cafes, from the civil law of Scotland ; 
and that they had the power of life and death. 
Upon the whole, their cafe was very extraordi- 
nary ; and our ignorance as to its particulars, 
arifes frotn the barbarity of the people, who, 
in thofe times, had no means of tranfmitting 
their hiftory. The reft of this year, and great 
part of the year 141 1, were fpent in negocia- 
tions between Henry and the regent of Scotland, 
which produced a mutual ceffation of arms. 
Henry fent over a reinforcement of troops to 
the affiftance of the duke of Burgundy, who 
was then in open rebellion againft the king of 
France ; and this haftened the conclufion of the 
treaty which had been long depending between 
Henry and the regent of Scotland ; for it is 
certain, that fome troops were fent over from 

Stotland 
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Scotland before the year 1412. That James a,d.«4«*« 
that year refided at Croydon is without quef- 
tion ; and that he rewarded Sir William Dou- 
glas of Drumlanrig with a grant of an efiate, 
all written by his o^n hand, in confideration 
of the fervice he had done his country at Rox- 
burgh. This charter has been publifhed by 
Mr. Anderfon, and is written entirely in the 
royal ftyle ^. No mention is made in it of the 
regent ; and though it is fealed only with the 
king's private fignet, he exprefsly orders it to 
be extended by his chancellor in due form, and 
authenticated under his great feal of Scotland. 

The earl of Douglas was the firft who car- j^^.^. 
ried over the reinforcements to France, in con- f»w** 
fequence of the late engagements between that 
crown and the government of Scotland. He 
was attended by the lord Henry Sinclair, earl 
of Orkney ; and having been three times driven 
back in their voyage by contrary winds, they 

• " Jamis, throu the grace of God king of Scottis, till all that 
this lettre hereis or feis, fendis gretynge. Wit ye that we have 
grauntit, and be this prefentis lettrcs graiintis, a fpeciall confir- 
inatiun in the moft forme till oure traille and wele-belofit cofyng. 
Sir William of Douglas of Drumlangrig, of all the landis that he 
is pofleHit and chartrit of within the kyngdome of Scotlande, that 
is for to fay, the landis of Drumlangrig^ of Hawyke, and of Sel- 
kirke, the whilkis, charts, and poflediouns, be this lettre we 
conferme, and will fof the mare fekfrnes this oure confirmatioiine 
be formabilli cfter the fourme of oure chanuffellurc, and the te- 
nor of his chartris, felit with oure grete felc in tyrae to come. In 
witnefs of the whilkis this prefentis lettres we wrate with oure 
propre hande, under the fignet ufit in felyng of our lettrcs, as 
now at Croidoune, the laft dale of November, the zer of oure 
Lordc MCCCCXir. 

re- 
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A.D. HM- repaired to Icolm-kill, in tlie Frith of Forth. 
After paying their devotion^ at the ihriiie 
of St Columb, they iet fail a fbtirth time, and 
hmded with a fair wind on the coaft of Flan« 
ders. Here it is proper to conned thii hifiory 
with a fhort review of that of France. Charles 
the fixth of that kingdom continued to be in*** 
fane, and had the misfbrtane of being marded 
to a princefs of Bavaria, who loved neither 
him, his £imily, nor people. She was con* 
neded with his brother, Lewis duke o£ Or* 
leans ; and they kept magnificent courts, whild 
the king and his children Were without the 
necefiaries of life. In one of his lucid intervals, 
while he was fenfible of his own miferable litu-« 
ation, he ordered the princes of his blood to be 
fummoned to his council. Thofe, befides the 
duke of Orleans, were the dukes of Burgundy^ 
Berry^ and Bourbon, with the kings of Navarro 
and Sicily, who all of them condemned the 
conduct of the queen and the duke of Orleans. 
The latter retired from court, and foon after, 
his aflailination, which we have mentioned, by 
the duke of Burgundy happened. That prince 
was one of the greateft potentates in Europe ; 
and I perceive, from the continuator of Fordun, 
that Alexander Stuart, earl of Marr, was one 
of his generals, and chiefly infirumental in the 
viftory he gained over the people of Liege.. 
During his abfence in that war, the queen and 
the other princes of the blood got pofleffion of 

the 
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the king's perfon, an() carried him to Tours; but A.D. 141^ 
fome flight fubopti^oos offered by the duke of 
Burguudy, procured him his pardon, and he 
was feemingly reconciled to the Orleans family. 
This ^reconciliation was of no long continuance; 
and the duke of Burgundy once more formed 
a party againft the queen and the other princes. 
The degeneracy of the French court, at that 
tkne^ was fuch, that a new accommodation took 
place, the confequences of which were a breach 
between Henry- the fourth of England, and the 
duke of Burgundy, apd the conclulion of ^ 
treaty of marriage between his daughter and 
the dauphin, by which the duke became his 
guardian, and confequently the management 
of public affairs devolved upon him^ he being 
in poffe^liQQ of the, perfon of the king, as weU 
as of his intended fon-ia-law. 

This produced a new confederacy of the 
prioces of the blood againft the duke of Bur- 
gundy, which was followed by a frelh accom- 
modation ; and that duke again ftrengthened 
himfelf by an alliance with Henry, to whom ho 
was accufed of having fold the monarchy of 
France. This brought the Englilh auxiliaries^ 
I have mentioned, to his afliftance, about the 
time that the earls of Do^glas and Orkney em- 
barked for France. It is difficult. to fay, ^hat 
part they were to aft when they arrived there; 
for Henry had, by this time, once more broken 
with the duke of Burgundy* an4 had be* 

Voi-.UI. li come 
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^•0.1413. come the proteftor and head of the other 
princes of the blood, who were that duke's 
enemies. They were fooii relieved from this 
difficulty, by the duke of Burgundy uniting 
with the princes againft the Engliih, who were 
left alone to maintain their own quarrel. Such 
was the ftate of affairs in France, when Henry 
the fourth of England died, on the twentieth 
of March 141 3, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Henry the fifth. 
If the uIS- '^^^^ y^^^ ^*s diftinguiflied by the founda- 
vcffity of tion of the univerfity of Aberdeen, and by a 
fin^e combat fought before the earl of Doug- 
las, between John Hardy and Thomas Smith, in 
which the latter, who had falfely accufed the 
former of treafon, was killed. A difference 
having happened between Sir John Drummond 
of Concragie, and Patric Graham, earl of 
Strathern, they were reconciled, by the latter 
giving to the former his fifter in marriage, and 
both of them taking the facrament together, as 
an affurance of friendfliip between them ; but 
without any effect, for the earl was killed by 
Drummond and his friends, in the town of 
Crief. The murderers were apprehended, and 
two of them, William Oliphant and his brother 
Arthur, were hanged j but Drummond himfelf 
died of a dyfentery, 
condttft of Upon the acceffion of Henry the fifth of Eng- 
ffth V^'' land to that crown, the whole of his conduft, 
unfeiand. both public and private, became very different 

from 
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from what it had been while he was prince of /•!>• h'> 
Wales. Though he had lived in great friend- 
Ihip with James, yet one of the firft afts of his 
government was to order James, the earl of 
Fife, the lord William Douglas of Dalkeith, and 
William Giffard, Efq. to be confined in the 
Tower of London, left they Ihould take advan- 
tage of the public confufion upon his father's 
death. He then provided for the defence of 
the borders of Scotland, and wifely took the 
young earl of Northumberland, who ftill re- 
mained in that kingdom, under his protedion, 
with an intention to reftore him to his father's 
honours and eftate. He then fubdued the lord 
Cobham, who was at the head of the Lpllards ; 
and fummoning his council together, he re- 
quired their opinion, whether he ought to 
march againft Scotland or France. The wifeft 
of his counfellors advifed him to the latter, al- 
ledging that he had little to fear from Scotland, 
while he had her king in his power. The earl 
of Weftmorelatid oppofedChicheley,archbifhop, 
and the duke of Exeter, in this meafure, but he 
was over-ruled ; and Henry being now fixed in 
his refolution to invade France, relented in his 
rigour againft the Scots j for, in April enfuing, 
he ordered the following gentlemen of that na* 
tion to be fet at liberty. Sir James Douglas, 
Thomas Hamilton, John Bois, John Lyon, Du- 
gal Drummond, Adam Cockburn, Alexander 
Aikenhead, William Brown, John Paterfon, 

I i 2 John 
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4.D.X4IS* John Hume, John Wallaoe, John ScrimgcrDur^ 
Gilbert Dalrymple^ and fevferll others .of lefs 
note. This lenity proceeded from Hentys de- 
fii^e to keep the^ Scots, at leafi, neutral, whik he 
vras abfent on his French Expedition, but it 
was far from being attended with that efied ^ 
tiltSiH!*'^ but it brought on three different negotiations 
for the ranfom of James. The firft was in Aprils 
when the Scotch plenipotentijuries were, Walter 
bifliop of Brechin, William lord of Graham^ 
Alexander Ogilvy, (heriff of Angus, Robert 
Lany, and John Weems. The next negotiation was 
in July following, when Sir John Sinclair, Sir 
William Cockburn,Adam Cockburn, Alexander 
Hog, John Hog, and James Patricfon, were cm- 
ployed ; and in December the plenipotentiaries 
were Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig, Alex* 
ander de Efcheles, and John Wallace, 
jamet car- So many treaties being fet on foot during fo 
to windib" fliort a time, fufficiently prove the great defire 
'the Scotch nation had for their king's reftora- 
tion. The regent was equally follicitous about 
the redemption of his fon Murdoc, earl of Fife, 
and fent his brother the earl of Buchan to treat 
for his ranfom, and likewife thofe of his friends, 
Patric Dunbar of Bele, William Hay of Lochin- 
warret, and William Borthwic, knights. They 
likewife had it in commiflion to renew or pro-* 
long the truce ; and a new one was concluded, 
which was to laft no longer than the £rfi of 
June 1 4 1 4. Tie truth is, Henry never had beea 

in 
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in earneft with regard to the redemption of A.D.1411. 
James, but he undoubtedly would have con- 
fented to the ranfom of Murdoc, if his father 
couid have undertaken that the Scotch troops 
(hould be recalled out of France ; this, however^ 
was fo far firom being the cafe, that the antient 
league between the Scots and the French had 
been renewed fotne years before, and fwom to 
by Walter earl of Athol, brother to the regent^ 
the earls of Buehan and Strathem, William lord 
Graham, John Stuart of Damley, Jandes Dou« 
glas of Aberdeen, brother to the earl of Douglas, 
and James Douglas of Dalkeith. It was in con- scotch ««». 
fequence of this agreement that the Scotch wn^^ 
auxiliaries had been fent over tp France, under 
the carls of Douglas and Orkney, and were 
every day encreafing, which determined Henry 
to alter his meafures. We accordingly find, that 
after all negotiations for a farther prolongation 
of the truce, or for the ranfom of James, were at 
an end, that prince was, by Henry's orders, car- 
ried, in the month of Auguft 141 4, .from the ,^,^ 
Tower of London to the caftle of Windfor ; and 
that the fum of three hundred pounds was 
iifued out of the exchequer of England for his 
maintenance, and that of the earl of Fife and 
fome others. This fhameful allowance is a full 
proof that James was not properly fupplied du- 
ring his captivity by the regent, and partly ac- 
counts for the animofity which he afterwards 
difcovered againft that prince's family. 

The 
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A. D. 14x4. The truce between Scotland and England be- 
^twn?* ing expired, and Henry on the point of depart- 
ing for France, the Scots made fo formidable an 
appearance on the Englilh borders, that Henry, 
to keep them in temper, gave way to a negotia- 
tion for an exchange of the young earl of Nor- 
thumberland, whofe deliverance he had for fome 
time refolved on, and the earl of Fife. It was 
agreed, before Henry fet out for France, that 
Robert Stuart, the earl of Fife's fon and heir, 
George Dunbar, fon and heir to the earl or 
March, the earl of Buchan, the lord Graham, 
John Stuart of Innermeth, Robert Maxwel of 
Calderwood, and Andrew Hall,parfbn of Lyftori, 
fliould efcort the earl of Northumberland to the 
border, and receive for him, in exchange, the 
perfon of the earl of Fife, who was on his jour- 
ney for that purpofe. Some frefli provocations, 
which Henry received, broke oflF the agreement, 
and the earl of Fife attempted to efcapc ; but 
was retaken by one Pudfey, for which he re- 
ceived from Henry twenty pQunds fterling 
a year, in land, during his life. The exchange, 
however, was completed towards the end of 
^415. the year 141 5, or the beginning of the next. 
Thcfiegcof The truce between the two nations being 
um^icdf cither broken or expired, at the time of Henry's 
departure for France, the Scots not only raifed 
a great army, but provided a fleet and a train 
of artillery for befieging Berwic. This under- 
taking came to nothing, either through the ex- 
cellent 
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cellent difpofitipns made by Henry, or his fecret a.d. 1415. 
correfpondence with the regent; and all that 
was done during the campaign was the bum* 
ing of Penrith by the Scots, and oF Dumfries 
by the Englilh. The amazing battle of Agin- 
court, gained by Henry againft the French, and 
his other fucceffes in that country, made very 
Ettle alteration in the a£Fairs between Scotland , 

and England ; nor indeed was the fplendor of 
his victories attended with proportionable con- 
fequences. The interpofition of the emperor 
Sigifmund was very agreeable to Henry, whofe 
affairs in France were then diftreft. That em- 
peror came to Calais, and followed Henry into 
England, where he offered him a plan of an ac- 
commodation, which Henry was far from dif- 
liking ; and a truce was accordingly refolved on ,4x5. 
between France and England, in which the 
Scots were included. This ceffation of hoftili- 
ties brought on a frefli treaty concerning the 
ranfom of James. That prince had been lately 
put into the cuftody of Sir John Pelham, one of 
the worthieft knights in England, who was al- 
lowed feven hundred pounds a-year for his 
maintenance. The treaty for his ranfom ad- 
vanced fo far, in 1416, that Henry agreed to his 
vifiting Scotland, upon condition of his forfeit- 
ing a hundred thoufand pounds fterling, if he 
did not return by a certain day. Hoftages were An meffee- 

' / o tualueatj 

required for the performance, and they were to 
confift of the following perfons, Walter Stuart 

earl 
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A.D.i4i6« earl of Athol, and lord of Brechin, Murdoc 
Stuart carl of Fife, John Stuart his brother, earl 
of Buchan, Henry, biihop of St Andrew's, Wil- 
liam, biihop of Glafgow, Alexander Stuart, earl 
of Marr and Garioch, Archibald carl of Dou- 
glas, Alexander Lindfay, earl of Crawford, 
George Dunbar, fon and heir of the earl of 
March, and Sir William de Graham, every <me 
of whom had a fafe-condud granted to himfelf, 
and to a retinue of forty perfons, by the king of 
England, and Sir William Douglas of Drum- 
Janrig, whofc retinue confifted but of twelve. 
Henry had his reafons, which are foreign to 
this hiftory, but confifted principally of the 
flattering profped he now had of conquering 
France, for difcontinuing this treaty; but no 
fooner was he embarked for his fecond expedi- 
tion againft that country, than the duke of Al- 
bany, and the earl of Douglas, entered into, a pri* 
vate correfpondence with the duke of Orleans, 
who was then in England, having been made a 
prifoner at the battle of Agincourt ; and, ngt- 
withftanding his captivity, continued to have a 
great fway in the French government This 
correfpondence was managed by one Henry 
Talbot, a Yorkfliire gentleman; but Henry, be- 
fore his departure, had fecured, in his intereft, 
a favourite domeftic belonging to the duke of 
Orleans, who privately gave him intelligence of 
all his matter's motions* 
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The Scotch, aripy was divided itxto two bo- a. d. 1417. 
diesjthe one und^r the duke, of Albany under- t.^JH^Zu 
took the ficge of Bcrwic, and the pther under 
the carl of Douglas that of Roxburgh. Thq 
duke of Bedford, who was then regent of Eng- 
land under Henry, according to the hiftorian^ 
of both nations, aiiembled an army, confiftihg 
of a hundred thoufand men, of whom forty 
thoufand, (if we^are to believe what is reported 
by the duke of Exeter^ who ferved in the fame 
campaign,) were regular, well difciplined troops. 
I am inclined to believe, that thofe numbers 
were exaggerated^ in order to daunt the Scots, 
The archbifhop of York, the carls of Nor- 
thumberland and Weftmoreland, ferved under 
the regent duke of England, and the earl of 
Northumberland was entrufled with a diviiion 
of the army againft the Scots, who were em* 
ployed in the fiege of Berwic, which made a 
very gallant defence. The regent of Scotland 
hearing of the carFs approach, abandoned hi? 
cmcrprize, and retreated tgwards Scotland. 
The Scotch army, before Roxburgh, is faid to 
have defeated the EngUlh in an engagement,.the 
particulars of whicK have coipe to our hands;. 
but that muft be a miftake,for they followed the 
example of their countrymen before Berwic^and 
retreated to Scptland. Such are the lame ac- 
count^ we have of .tjiis attempt, which was fp 
ill concerted, that the goipmon people of Scot- 
land called it the FpUe-raid, pr the foolifh e-v 

VpL. III. Kk pedition. 
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A.D.1417. pedition. This circumftance, which we have 
from the continuator of Fordun, and is by no 
means to be difregarded, gives great weight to 
the relations of the Englifli, who fay that the 
Scots were entirely baffled. On the other hand, 
there is the greateft reafon for believing, that 
there was an under-hand correfpondence be- 
tween the Englifh generals and the regent, or 
fome of the heads of the Scots, becaufe the lat- 
ter, fo far as we know, retired with little or no 
lofs, and without being purfued. In the main, 
I am inclined to believe that the regent was 
not in earneft, and that he was forced upon the 
invafion by the inipatience of the Scots, for the 
prefence of their king. 

Henry the fifth was at this time making a 

of the Scott viftorious proo:refs in France, in which he was 

in France . * ° 

favoured by the unnatural divifions of that ' 
court; and in 1418, he made himfelf mafter of 
Rouen, the capital of Normandy. The chief re- 
fiftance he and his friends encountered in the 
field, was from the Scotch auxiliaries ferving 
there, and from the firmnefs of the dauphin him- 
felf. After the reduction of Normandy, all the 
towns of France fubmitted, almoft to the gates of 
^^^^ Paris, excepting Frefnoy, which had a Scotch 
•ronvby. garrifon, commanded by Sir Thomas Quelfe- 
tray, and Sir William Douglas. Though they 
were deprived of all hopes of relief, they made 
feveral fallies upon the enemy. In one of them 
a hundred Scotchmen were killed ; and the 

fiandard 
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ftandard of Sir William Douglas being taken, a.d.i^8« 
it was hung up by Henry's orders, as a trophy, . 
in St. Mary's church at Rouen. The garrifon 
continued to make a brave defence; and, if we 
are to believe the archbifhop of Rheims, who 
wrote the hiftory of Charlejs the fixth, defend- 
ed the place for fixteen months; nor would 
Henry fuffer it to be comprehended in any of 
the various truces which he made with the 
French and the duke of Burgundy at that 
time. It was, however, at laft forced to fub- 
mit to the conqueror. 

- The dauphin of France being forfaken by his 1419. 
parents, his relations, his fervants, and fubjeds, 
caft his eyes towards the Scots, the faithful 
allies of his family, and fent, this year, the duke 
of Vendofme to negotiate a new fupply of 
troops from that country. The regent duke of 
Albany was now old and infirm, and infulted 
by his eldeft fon Murdoc ; but he had other fons, 
who were men of honour and principle ; and 
there can be no doubt that, in all matters of 
government, they took their direftions. from 
James, who was now highly careffed by Henry. 
The duke of Vendofme's demand was for feven 
thoufand men, who were immediately raifed, 
and the command of them was given to John 
earl of Buchan. The chief officers under him 
were his brother Robert, Archibald earl of Wig- 
ton, fon to the earl of Douglas, Sir Alexander 
Lindfay, brother to the earl of Crawford, and 
Kk2 Sir 
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A. D. 14*0. SirThbAasSwintoft. The Caftilinns, who wcrt 
the only allies befifles the ^COts, tvho Counte-% 
nanced thfedftuphin^ fent him fome ihip^ which 
carried Over p^tt of thofc atiidliariei from Stot- 
land, towards th^ end of the year 14!^, and the 
remainder in 1420. Henry had fitted OiAt k 
krge fleet in 141 9, to intercept the Ga&ilian 
fleet, but it landed fafe at Rochelle. 
Death of the On the third of September the regent duke 
oi Albany, died, bcing now fourfcore yeSirs of age, in the 
caftle ofStirling, and wasbtlriedat DumfermKng*' 
If we except his ambition, and hid defire to ag* 
grandize his own family, few princes of that, or 
any oth^r age, difcovered greater qualifications 
for government than h.e did j and the wifdom of 
his adminiftration alone preferved Scotland from 
the miferies in which it muft haV6 been otherwife 
ihvolved, during her king's Captivity. . Some^ 
as I have already hinted, have endeavoured 
to vindicate him from the charge of hav- 
ing murdered the duke Of Rothefay^ chiefly 
becaufe, according to them, Boece is the firft 
hiftorian who mentions it, and as it is not taken 
notice of by Winton,who lived at the time; but 
the cataftrophe of that unfortunate prince is very 
circumftantially related by Bower, or, as he is 
Called by others, Bowmaker, who wrote before 
Boece ^. As to the fiknce of Winton, who 

♦ In the llarlcian MSS of Fbrduft, aftd his cotttirtuatbr, Bdwer 
himielf fays, that he wrote in the year 1441, whicE is confirmed 

by 
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wfote about the year 141 7> we are to remember A«D.i4a** 
thit the regent was his friend and patrqn ; and 
th^rfefore it cannot be ekpefted that Winton 
would charge him with fo foul a crime, not to 
mention the danger to which he mufi have ex-* 
pofed himfelf. Even Bower is fo cautious, that 
he fays, «* The prince was worn out by a dyfen^ 
tery, or^ according to fome, by hunger." In^ 
ihort, the whole complexion of the regent's ad^ 
miniilration prove^^ that he was by no meand 
defirous of the king'i return, or of reiigning thii 
government; and poffibly, when we confider the 
titles he aSumed to himfelf, he might revive^ 
among his party, the old doArine of the collar 
teral fucceffion. The flouriihing ftate in which 
Scotland was in under his adminiftratidn^ the 
equality to which fhe was raifed with Eng-- 
land^ and the other powers upon the continent ; 
and above all, the large fupplies (he was enabled 
to fend to her allies, are fo many evidences of 
this regent's abilities. Before I clofe his charac- 
ter, I mull obferve one very extraordinary piece 
of policy he made life of, which was that of al- 
ways keeping alive a pretender to the crown of 
England, in the perfon of the fuppofed Richard; 
for the laft impoftor of this kind, after leading 
a fequeftercd life, as has been hinted, under the 
xnaik of devotion, died pretty much about the 
fame time with the regent himfelf. 

by the MSS commonly called the Black-book of Paifley, wliich 
was carried out of Scotland by the lord Fairfax. : 

Such 
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A. p. i4»o» Such was the veneration of the public for 
«lw^"by '^^ memory of the duke of Albany, that 
MiJdoc. ^^^ P^^ ^^ regent devolved upon his eldeft 
fon Murdoc, though no way qualified for, the 
flation. There is not, perhaps, in hiftbry, a fitu- 
ation parallel to that of the Scotch nation at 
this time. Their favourite ally took part with 
their capital enemy, who was mailer of their 
king's perfon. The fame ally had difinherited 
and profcribed his fon, whofe quarrel he efpouf- 
cd, and who was now tottering on the verge 
of ruin. Thus the Scots had the honour of, 
perhaps, being the firft people who diftinguiih- 
ed between the letter and the fpirit of a treaty, 
in a manner which has immortalized their me* 
modes, even among their enemies. Un- 
daunted by the power, and unwarped by the 
arts, of the greateft and moft ambitious prince of 
his age, and unawcd even by the danger of their 
own king, whom they adored^ they preferred 
good faith to all confiderations ; a condud: 
equally wife as virtuous. The French, it is 
true, never after were grateful enough to re- 
ward the fervices done them by the Scotch na- 
tion ; nor had the latter ferved them only on 
their own account ; for we are to confider that, 
had Henry become the peaceable poffeffor of 
their throne as well as that of England, Scot- 
land muft have become a province to both, 
without fcarcely being able to make a ftruggle 
for her liberties. 

The 



Scots. 
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The arrival of the Scotch auxiliaries, gave fo a.d. 1420. 
fudden a turn to the French aflFairs, that Henry Sufy'lLf JhV 
became, all of a fudden, pacific, upon being of-' 
fered, on the part of the French court, all his 
Norman conquefts, and the territory ceded to 
England by the treaty of Bretigny, Henry, 
trufting to his being mafter of the perfon of 
James, demanded thofe territories in fovereign- 
ty ; which was refufed him, and the dauphin 
united with the duke of Burgundy againft the 
Englifh. Henry, however, continued iiill vic- 
torious on the fide of Paris; but he received fe- 
veral checks from the Scots, who even threaten- 
ed to befiege Bayonne, and were daily pour- 
ing reinforcements into^France, by the Caftilian 
tranfports. In the mean time, the duke of Bur- 
gundy was perfidioufly murdered by the dau- 
phin's orders, and the young duke joined with 
Henry in revenging his father's death ; nor was 
there a perfon in France, at this time, fo unpo- 
pular as the dauphin. At this jundure, nothing 
would have been fo fatal to Henry's affairs as the 
axrival of theduke of Orleans (who continued to 
be ftill a prifoner in England) in France. Henry 
ftill received intelligence of his keeping a fecret 
correfpondence with the Scotch government, 
and therefore wrote the following curious letter 
to one of his noblemen in the north ^, which, 

• See Hearne's appendix to the Life of Henry the Fifth, by an 
author who calls himfeflf Titus Livius^ and who had a penfion 
from Henryi as his hiftori£rapher. 

though 
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A.V, 1410. though material to the Scotch affairs at this 
time, has beqn omitted by all their hiftorians. 
"Furthermore, I wrot?, that ye commeqd with 
my brother, with the chancellor, with my 
coufin of Northumberland, and my coufin of 
WeftnnK)reland, and that ye fet a good ordi< 
nance for my north marches, and efpecially for 
the duke of Orleance, and all the remanant of 
my prifoners of France, and alfo for the king qf 
Scotland. For, a^ I am fecretly informed, by a 
man of a right noteable eftate in this lond, that 
there hath been a man of the duke of Orleance 
in Scotland, and accorded with the duke of AI** 
bany, that this next fummer he fhall bring in 
the manuel militia of Scotland, to ftir what he 
may; and alfo that there ihould be founden. 
ways to the having a W2^y, fpecially of the duke 
of Orleance ; and alio of the king, as well as of 
the remanant of my forefaid prifoners: that God 
do defend. Wherefore I wble, that the duke 
of Orleance be kept ftill within the caftle of Pom* 
fret, without going to Robertas place, or to any 
other difport. For it is better he lack his dis- 
port, than we were difteyned of all the reman- 
ant. Do thus ye fehinketh ." 
Treaty of From this Icttcr we perceive, that fome dif- 
'*^"* pofitions had been made for James efcaping 
from his confinement ; but the treaty of Troyes^ 
which foon followed, placed Henry at the fum- 
mit of his ambition, by his being folemnly ac- 
knowledged by all hut the dauphin's party, 

whiclx 
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which was then very confiderable in France, A.D.i4»«f 
the regent and heir of that kingdom ; the treaty 
being guarantied by the emperor Sigifmund, 
the palatine of the Rhine, and the duke of Ba* 
varia, who became parties with Henry againft 
the dauphin. The latter had, by the affiftance 
of the Scots, garrifoned Melun, Monterqau, 
Montargis, Meux, and Compeigne; and he 
ftormed Pont d'Efprit in Languedoc, Having 
likewife reduced Nifmes, he ordered a general 
rendezvous of all his troops to be held at 
Bourges in Berry. This gave a flight check to 
Henry's arms; but he foon recovered Mon- 
tereau, and made difpoiitions for befieging Me- 
lun. As this place was of itfelf ftrong, and 
defended by a good garrifon, under a brave 
officer, Henry had fent for reinforcements from 
England, under his brother, the duke of Bed- 
ford, who, by his orders, brought over with 
him, at the fame time, the king of Scotland. 
Upon his arrival at the Englifli camp before 
Melun, Henry put him in mind of the obliga- 
tions he lay under to himfelf and his father, 
and acquainted him, that he might noW pur- 
chafe his liberty, if he would publifli an or- 
der, under his hand, requiring all the Scots to 
depart out of France. The anfwer of James, Magnmi. 
in this trying fituation, was polite, but, at the ?^' 
fame time, magnanimous, and truly royal; 
being, according to the bell authorities, to the 
following cffeft: " That as to the entertain- 
Vol. 1II» L 1 ment 
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A. D. 1410, Jncnt he had received, thanks and gratitude 
were jtU the retribution vhich his capacity fuf- 
fered him to make : that his majefiy's requefl: 
was unreafonable, becaufe his fiibjeds would 
look upon it as the effects of compulfion : but^ 
fiippoiing himfelf to be free, his majefty muft 
have the meaneft opinion of him, if he ihould 
put any confideration in competition witli the 
happinefs of his people: and concluded with 
conjuring Henry not to require of him things 
that muft difhonour his charader, and belye 
the education and the noble examples ht had 
received at the Engliih court/' 
• Henry appeared afhamed to prefs his urnnan- 

the king of ly requeft farther, but he did not fail of making 
all the advantage he could of his royal pri- 
ibnex:; nor were all the Scots, at this time, 
united in their fentiments. Many of them 
obtained paflports from Henry to repair to 
France, that they might form a body-guard to 
their young king. Among thofe the chief was 
Sir William Douglas of Drumlanrig, who re*« 
ceived a fafe-conduQ: from Henry to go to 
France with twenty in hia company ; but with, 
this remarkable provifo, ^' That they fhould do 
nothing prejudicial to him (the king of Eng-» 
land) or to his deareft father, ihc king of 
France." From this provifo it is plain, that 
the errand of Douglas to France was not to 
ferve in the Englifh army, -but to attend his 
mafter. The lord Qordon carried with him 

forty 
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forty laaces and an hundred horfe; the lord a.d. i4»o. 
Forbes was attended by the fame number ; Sir 
Alexander and Sir Fergus Kennedy by thirty 
knees and fixty horfe ; Sir John Sinclair by as 
tuanyi and two efquires; Sir William Blair 
and John Win ton by a retinue of twelve p^r- 

. ions each ; and all of them prepared to go to ' 
France to receive their fovereign's commands. 
Whether they aftually arrived there does not 
appear; but it is certain^ that feme of them at* 
tended James, and were at leafl fpedators of 
Henry's warlike operations. Their unfeafon* 
able loyalty gave James great uneafinefs. He 
could not order them to depart France vidthout 
grofsly a&onting Henry, and ading incon- 
fiftehtly with his own declaration. Henry, on 
the other hand, made a moft ungenerous ufe of / 
their zeal for their king's perfon ; for he de* 
Glared, that all the Scots in the dauphin's fer- n 
vice were rebels to their lawful fovereign, and 
he would treat them as fuch, wherever they 
fell into his hands. 

It was not long before lie had an opportu- m^^^i^ 

' Tiity of putting his barbarous menace into exe- |J| ^^l^^^^^ 
cutioQ. The town and caftle 6f Mehm, after a 
brave refiftance againfl continued attacks for 
eighteen weeks, was obliged through famine to 
accept of a capitulation ; one of the articles of 
which was, « That all the Englilh and Scots in 
the place Ihould be refigned to the abfolute 
difpofal of the king of England ;" and Henry 

L 1 2 actually 
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A.D. 1421. aftually ordered twenty Scotch foldiers to be' 
immediately hanged up as rebels, befides vio- 
lating the capitulation in Other refpecls. It 
does not appear, that James was along with 
Henry when he made his entry, as regent of 
France, into Paris ; but he certainly returned 
with him to England in the year 142 1. Upon 
his arrival there, he heard that the Scots under 
the earl of Douglas had made an irruption into 
England, from whence they had carried off an 
immenfe booty, after burning Newark; that 
they had been forced, by a peftilence then 
raging in the north of England, to return to 
their own country; but that it was expected 
every day they would renew their invafion* 
Henry's fentiments with regard to the Scots 
were, by this time, greatly altered. Infte^d 
of making reprifals by fire and fword, he 
made a peaceable progrefs with his beautiful 
/ queen to York, where he invited the carl of 
Douglas to a conference in April ; and the earl 
agreed to ferve him, during life, by fea or 
.land, abroad or at home, as often as required, 
againft all living (his own liege-lord, the king 
of Scotland, being excepted) with two hun* 
dred foot, and as many horfe, and that at his 
own charges ; the king of England allowing 
him a yearly revenue of two hundred pounds, 
for paying his expence in going by fea or land 
to the army. I fhall not attempt to defend this 
treaty, though the meafure may certainly be 

aUe- 
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alleviated by its being made with the confent a.d.i4»u. 
of James. 

That prince, we may reafonably fuppofe, was, a new »». 
by this time, tired of his long captivity. Hen- tTth'tS 
ry, at the fame time he made his agreement ^^*^ 
with the earl of Douglas, declared, that he was 
refolved to carry James once more with him 
into France ; but be promifed, that three months 
after their return from that kingdom, he fliouid 
be at liberty to refide, for a certain time, in 
his kingdom of Scotland, upon Henry's receiv-. 
ing the following noblemen as hoftages for his 
return. Thefe were, Walter Stuart earl of 
Athol-; Walter Stuart, fon and heir of the duke 
of Albany ; Thomas earl of Murray, William 
earl of Angus, Alexander earl of Crawford, 
William. earl of Orkney; the bifhops of St* 
Andrew's, Glafgow, Dunkeld, and Murray f 
James Douglas, fecond fon to the earl of Dou- 
glas; Robeit lord of Erfkine, William Hay, 
lord of Errol, and conftable of Scotland ; Ro^ 
bert Stuart, lord of Lorn ; James Sandilands, 
lord of Calder ; Malcolm Fleming, lord of Big- 
gar ; James Hamilton, lord of Cadzow ; Tho^ 
mas Boyd, lord of Kilmarnock ; Robert Keith, 
marfhal of Scotland ; and William Borthwick, 
lord ofBorthwick. 

During Henry's refidence in England, the ^^^^^^ 
Norman and Anjovine nobility declared for ^^^^J^ . 
the dauphin ; and the latter were protefted by ^*»c scoi«, 
Lthe Scots, who lay in their duchy. The duke 

of 
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juXKiut. of Clarence, brother to Henry, then tomteand- 
ed the Englilh army in France ; and refolving 
to ftrike fomc important blow during his bro* 
therms abfence, advanced towards Baugy, in- 
tending to befiegc it Thc'^ earl of Buchan^ 
hearing of his march, called in his parties un« 
der the earl of Wigton ^nd la Hire, a French 
ofEcer, with an intention to fight the duke. 
•The Scots were then encamped about four 
miles from Baugy, at a town whcrre they in* 
tended to celebrate Eafter ; and the duke, in- 
ftead of befieging Baugy, marched to Beaufort 
in the neighbourhood, in hopes of furpriiing 
the Scots. The earl of Buchan, fufpq^ing his 
intention, difpatched his coufin. Sir John Stu- 
art of Darnley, with about forty picked horfe- 
men, to obferve the enemy's motions. This 
party falling in with the whole Englilh army, 
cfcaped back to the Scotch camp with great 
difficulty ; and the earl of »Buchan had juft time 
to fend Stuart of Railftone, with a finall detach- 
ment, to make fure of a fmall bridge, which was 
the only paffage over the deep rapid brook of 
Baugy. Stuart had the good fortune to take pof- 
feflion of the bridge, from whence the duke of 
Clarence fought to diflodge him ; but he being 
reinforced by two hundred Scotchmen, under 
Hugh Kennedy, gained fo much time by a 
brave refiftance, that before the duke could 
force his paffage over the bridge, the earl of 
Buchan was prepared to receive him in a field 
' * in 
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in the neighbourhood 6f &augy. The duke a, a 14*1. 
incautioufly continued the purfuit of Stuart's 
party; and falling in with the advanced guard 
of the Scots, confifting of no more than two 
hundred men, commanded by the earl of Bu« 
chan himf^lf, he was fingled out by Sir Thomas 
Swinton, who wounded him in the face with 
his lance, and then he was difpatched by the 
earl of Buchan's mac6. The battle then be- 
come general and bloody; but the Engliih 
were totally defeated, with the lofs of iixteen 
hundred and feventeen (though the French 
and fome Scotch hiftorians make them amount 
to three thoufand) men. Among the killed, 
on the part of the Engliih, beiides the duke of 
Clarence, were the earl of Kent ^, with the 
lords Roos and Grey of Codnor, The chief 
of the prifoners were the earl of Somerfet (who 
was taken by one Laurence Vernor, a Scotch 
gendeman, and afterwards a knight) ; the earl 
of Huntingdon (who was taken by one Sir 
John Lyon t)» ^^^ ^^^^ of Strafford, who was 
likewife count of Perche in France ; the lord 
Thomas, brother to the earl of Somerfet, whofc. 
fifter was afterwards married to James ; and 
the lord Fitz-Walter, who was taken by Henry 

• His death is not mentioned by fome of the Englifli hifto- 
rians ; but Bower makes mention of an earl of Riddefdale, who 
was (lain in this a&ion. 

t Called by Bower Lyon Bold j but I fufpe^: the latter fylla- 
bit to have been only an epithet, 

Cun* 
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AD.x4it. Cunningham, a Scotchman. This aftion coSt 
the Scots no more than twelve men. When 
the news of the Engliih defeat was carried to 
pope Martin the fifth at Rome, his refle£lion 
upon it was, ^ That the Scots had always been 
excellent antidotes to the Englifli ^.'^ 
. This defeat at Baugy is attributed. to the im- 
venccs^ petuofity of thc duke of Clarence, who refu&d 
to take the earl of Huntingdon's advice, by 
waiting for the reinforcements that were on 
their march under the earl of Salilbury. Tbefe 
accordingly came up before the battle was 
quite over ; but all they could do was to fa- 
vour the retreat of their countrymen, and to 
carry oflf the duke of Clarence's body f . Upon 
this viftory, the dauphin gave the fword of 
conftable of France to the earl of Buchan, who 
immediately formed the ficge of Alen9on. The 
earl of Salifbury attempted to raifc it, but was 
defeated, with the lofs of fome hundreds of his 
men» All the glorious fervices of the Scots to 
, the French ferved only to encreafe the malice 

• This bon mot, if it is fuch, is preferved ia the two following 
monkilh rhymes. 

Pontifcx fupremus Martinus fert vice qumtus, 
Antidotura Scoti Anglorum funt bene noti. 
f I have, in my account of this battle, chiefly followed Bower, 
whofe narrative agrees with the heft hillorians of the time. Later 
Englifli writers pretend, that the Scots and French loft eleven 
hundred men in the a6lion. It is true, the difproportion of the 
numbers flain on both fides is very great, but not To great as we 
find in many Englilh relations of battles loft by the Scots to the 
Pnglifli. 

and 
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aad epivy of (he latter toward^ th^ir brave de^ ^•^- '-♦*»• 
Jiverers, whom tbejr called, **'guz3sLers of wi»e, 
and guttlers of mutton/' The dauphin wa9 i^ 
iio condition to reient tbofe iafult3 againft hi* 
allies, which were thrown oiit in his Qwn pre- 
fence. Bnt^ after the battle of Baugy, calling 
them before him, " What do yow now think, 
gentlemen, faid be^ of the Scotch gu?^ler3 of 
wine, and guttlers of mutton ?" Wehaverea- 
fon, however, to believe, that the malice of 
their French enemic3 was carried farther than 
railing ; for it U certain, that the Scots wejr^ 
obliged to raife the flcge of Alen90n, becaufc 
they ware not furniflxed with artillery to carry 
it on» After the fieg€ was jraifcd, ihe confta^. 
ble and the earl of Wigton took up their quar- 
ters at a place called by Bower Chatillpn, from 
whence they co»tin.wiUy harraffed the JEnglifii^ 
recovered feveral pl^es for the dauphw, wd 
perfornxed many noble feats pf war. 

Henry, about thi? time, .ajxived in France 1422. 
with thirty thoufand fcefh troops, carrying H?^y '1^^e 
with bim the king .ftf Scotland. TJWsarmy^ SIV'^'*' 
joined with the JEngliilh alxieady in Fraqce, 
proved irxefijUible, ^n4 *boi:e down ail before 
it. .Among .athor places, he took Meaux by 
<:apitulation ; ^ut hanged up^^U the Septs he 
found m the garii£ba. Aitc^ w ;uninterrupte4 
courfe of viftories, all of which are foreign to 
this fuftory, he fcH ifl at SenKs, and was car-* 
ried to Viflicqanes, where he e:$pired. The 

Vox., m. Mm. Scotch 
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A. D. 142a. Scotch Iiiftorian, Bower, according to the fu- 
perftition of the times,, attributes his mortal 
illnefs (which proved to be a fiftula, or inflam- 
mation of the anus) to his violating the flirine 
of Fiacre, a Scotch faint, whom I have men- 
tioned in a former part of this hiftory. The 
fame, with other ridiculous particulars of the 
like kind, have been related by modern French 
hiftorians, who ought to have been better in- 
ftrucled. The truth feems to be, that Henry's 
cruelty in putting his enemies, efpecially the 
' Scots, to death in cold blood, gave great of- 
fence, even to the French of his own party. 
After he had taken Meaux, he ordered part of 
his array to attack the fanftuary of St. Fiacre, 
to which, on account of the reputed fanftity of 
the place, the country people had driven their 
cattle and effefts, which the Englifli not only 
carried oflF, but ftruck oflF the head of the French 
officer who had them in charge, and put about 
three hundred of the inhabitants to the fword. 
The phyficians who attended Henry in his laft 
illnefs, not rightly comprehending the nature 
of his difeafe; afcribed it to his violating the 
flirine of St. Fiacre. ** Wherever I go, replied 
Henry, knitting his brow, I am bearded by 
Scotchmen, either alive or dead *.'* All we 
can gather from the whole is, that Henry died 

. * Ad haec rex torvo vultu U ferali voce refpondit, Quocunquc 
perrexero> tarn vivos Scotos quam defun^os in barbam meam 
reperio. I fuipeft that St. Fiacre*s true name was Fergus. 

of 
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of a difeaffe then called, by the French, St. a. 0.1421. 
Fiacre's evil, which might ftrike his ignorant 
phyficians with fiiperftitious notions. His death 
was followed by that of his father-in-law, 
Charles the fixth of France; and he himfelf 
was fucceeded in the crown of England by his 
fon, Henry the fixth, who was crowned king 
of France likewife, while he was in his cradle. 

The dauphin now aflumed the title of Charles Contijwt- 
the feventh; but his fituation was little bet- 
tered by the death of Henry the fifth, whofe 
two brothers, the dukes of Bedford and Glou* 
cefter, the former regent of France, and the 
other of England, fupplied his place with great 
abilities ; and their fuccefs was fuch, that king 
Charles, through the greateft part of France, 
went under the mock title of "The Little King 
of Bourges," the only place of any confequcnce 
that now acknowledged his authority. He 
was, at this time, not much above twenty 
years of age ; and all his hopes lay, as before, 
in the friendfliip of the Scots, and the growing 
diflike of the French towards their Engli(h 
mailers. After the battle of Baugy, the Scotch 
auxiliaries, among other places, took Avranches ; 
but Bower fays, that they fuffered the Englifh 
garrifon to depart with their horfes and arms. 
This poilibly was owing to the capitulation; 
otherwife, confidering the provocations, the 
Scotch auxiliaries had met with from the Eng* 
liih, who treated them as rebels, wc can fcarce- 

Mm2 ly 
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a.'d. i4^». ly fuppofe they wbnld have been fo modente. 
The large {)rcpantions making by the duke of 
Bedford to eontinue the waif^ induced Charles 
tb apply to the conftable and the earl of Wig- 
ton (who, about this time, voistt preparing to 
fet out for Scotland on theif private aftiirs) to 
follicit a frefh fupply of men for his fervice. 
The conftable, who went to firiifll a marriage 
he had concluded With the earl of Douglas's 
daughter, promifed htm all his intereft in this 
£bllicilation ; and, tipon his arrival in Scotland, 
he not only prevailed with the ftates to vote a 
ibpply of eight thoufand frefli auxiliartes to 
Charles, but with his new father-in-laW, the 
earl of Douglas, to accept of a command in the 
French 'fervice. During the abfcnce of thofe 
two great men in Scotland, Stuart of Darnley, 
the earl of Buchan*s near relation, commanded 
the Scotch auxiliaries in France; and was re- 
warded by Charies, about this time, with the 
lordfliip of Aubigny, and two other very fine 
cftates, Emette and Concreffant. 
^., , - The internal afiairs of Scofland were, at this 
ifftirsin i^mt. in a mifetaWe fituation. Hie recent 
duke had neither fpirit nor abSititS For govern- 
ing even his Own fiimily. The nation became 
how more uneafy than ^er at the detention of 
th^ir king in EnghnA, Btifig no longer in* 
fluenfced by the great tapiadty Of tlie late trgcnt, 
fo total -an anarchy prcvaHed afl over the king- 
dom, th'at Murdoc thought hfc had now itb 

fafety 
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iahtf but in rccaUing^James^ to which he de- A.P.i4a« 
voted himfelf in good earned ; and in this he 
wtg affifted by the arrival of his brother the 
CDhftable^ and the difpo£tion of the earl of 
Dottglas. That nobleman's engagements with 
Henry the fifth had been cancelled, either by 
the death of that monarch, or by the Englifli 
reg^t^s refufing to fulfil them. Perhaps he 
iKrtis not % Httle influenced by the title of duke 
of Touraine, which, with the duchy, was now 
offered him by Charles, and adually foon after 
invefted in him ; but be that as it may, he un« 
dcrtook to carry over to France five thoufand 
of the frcftt auxiliaries, and another of his fons, 
in place of the eari of Wigton^. who was indi£* 
pofed. 

The fucceffcs of the Englifli arms ftill conti^ Tfcl*sc!ii 
nued in France ; and early iii the year 1423, J^^** 
the earl of Saliftmry furprifcd the ftrpng pafe 
of Crevantc, upon the river Younne, fix miles 
above Auxcrre. The lord d' Aubigny was then 
marching to fupport Charles's arms in Cham- 
pagne ; but received, as he was preparing to 
pafs the Loire at 6ien, orders from that prince, 
either to fave or to retake Crevante. This or- 
der obliged d^ Aubigny to alter his route ; which • 
the duke of Bedford underftanding, he fcnt 
the eari of Salifeury a ftrbng reinforcement un- 
der the marftial of Burgundy, with orders to 
rilk every thing in defence of the place. Charies, 
upon this, wa« fo ill-advifi:d as to fend tlie 

marlhal 
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A*t>. 1423. mirflial Severaq to take upon him the chief 
command, with a body of raw, utidifcipli^ed, 
men, by which the whqic amounted to about 
fourteen thoufand, of whom, it is agreed by 
all hiftorians, only the five thoufand Scots were 
foldiers. Charles, fenfible of this, had ordered 
the marflial, if poflible, to avoid a general en- 
gagement, as they were between the enemy 
and the' town. The earl of Salifbury's army 
was as numerous as that of the confederates^ 
but compofed of the flower of the Englifh and 
Burgundian troops then ferving in France. 
The difpofition made by the confederates was 
fuch, that the earl of Salifbuiy could not at- 
tack them with any probability of fuccefs, and 
therefore made a feint to get between them 
and the place. This occafioned an obftinate 
difpute about the pofleffion of a bridge, which 
drawing the attention of the French to that 
fide, the Englifli took the opportunity of ford- 
ing the river, and gaining the oppofite bank. 

While the difpute at the bridge lafted, the 
marflial Severac was bufied in ordering the re- 
treat of his mafl:er's troops, who he knew 
could not fl:and an engagement ; and marching 
off at their head, he left the Scots to make head 
againft all the Englifli array. They were joined 
by a few brave French officers, who admired 
their courage ; but, after an obftinate difpute, 
twelve hundred of them were cut in pieces, and 
d'Aubigny made a prifoner. Several Scotch 

officers 
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bfficers df dlftinftibn were in the number of the a.d, 1413. 
flain, as were the French earl of Ventadour, 
and the Sieurs Bellai and Gammaches. The 
lofs of the Englifh amounted to about five hun- 
dred, befides fome of tieir beft officers. The 
gaining this battle by the Engliih was attended 
with very difagreeable confequences to the af- 
fairs of Charles in France. 

The regent duke of Bedford was become, by Thcdnki 
this time, fenfible of his brother's miftaken fjv^r/*'^ 
conduct towards the Scots : and that it was 
impoffible for the Engliih affairs in France to 
profper, if Charles fhould continue to receive 
frefli reinforcements from, Scotland. He had, 
in the beginning of his regency, treated the 
Scots, whom he found in arms on the fide of 
Charles with the fame feverity, or rather cru- 
elty, that had been praftifed by Henry; but 
being now convinced of his error, he would 
have in[imeckately fet James at liberty, had it 
been in his power j but he was obliged to 
take the fenfe of the Englifli council. It does 
not appear, that the earl of Douglas had, at 
this time, left Scotland. He had, on the nine- 
teenth of April, been created duke of Tou- 
raine, and lieutenant-general of all the troops in 
France, natives as well as Scotch. He had like- 
wife formally renounced his engagements with 
the Englifh crown, and had taken an path of 
fidelity,, as duke, of Touraine, to Charles, pro- 
nxifing to maintain, within the dukedom, aU 

the 
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4»i>. >4si« the ,rl^ts of the crown, with refpcd to coinage 
of money, aids, fubfidies, and levies of men. 
The earl of Buchan, who feems to have been d^ 
fiatefman as well as a general, performed ^ 
fiill greater fervice to Charles. After the de- 
parture of the eari of Douglas, he carried into 
execution as bold a meafure as the annals of any 
people can boaft of. The lofs of the Scots at 
the battle of Grevante, the detention of their 
king, and the rapid progrefs of the duke of 
Bedford's arms, ferved only to exal^ierate them 
Bgainft the Engli& government; and they 
courted every opportunity^ of revenge. Qiarlc$ 
had taken care to fend along with the ead of 
Buchan certain trufty agents, with full powers 
to ratify whatever (hould be conduded in his 
name; and the earl found the regent, his eldefi 
fon Wsdter, the earl of Athol, with all the 
leading men, barons, and prdates of Scotland, 
entirely difpofed in favour of France. In the 
^ ^^ month of Oftober, at a meeting of the flates, 
cmvcttion. and in prefence of the FreiKh ambafladors, the 
whole afiembly took an oath, that they would 
preferve the old league with France inviolably < 
that they would affift Charles in his wars i»ot 
only with the £ngli&, but with other naiians, 
with whom they would not, without his con- 
fenty eVen cond^de a trace, ^o this oath was 
added an engagement, that their kang AoaJd 
ratify, upon his retom, aQ that they had un- 
dertaken. 

This 
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This tranfa^tion opens to us the true princi- a. d. 1423. 
•pies of that Scotch loyalty which has been fo T/ sc^SlT 
boafted of by the Mackcnzics, Abercromby, ^^*^'^' 
Innes, and their other hiftorians, advocates for 
arbitrary power, which they conceive to be the - 
object of loyalty. The Scots, of the time I now 
treat of, and in the days of Robert Bruce, as 
appears from their celebrated letter to the pope, 
had different notions of that abufed word. 
They knew no ufe of a king but to preferve the 
rights and independency of his* fubjeAs ; and 
they always fliewed themfclves ready to refigu 
whatever could be dear to them, for futh a 
prince. Their bed kings, on the other hand, had 
never entertained an idea of any other conftitu- 
tion prevailing in Scotland; nor ever thought 
of inforcing any meafure that was difagreeable 
to the ftates of the kingdom. Thus the Scots 
may be faid to have been loyal to their kings, ' 
becaufe their kings were loyal to their laws. 
The obligation they entered into, at this time, 
was pcrfeftly conformable to the declaration of 
their anceftors in the letter I have fo often men- 
tioned, that, if the. king ihould not z& accord* 
ing to their laws and conftitutions, they would 
drive him from his tfiVone, and place another in 
his room. In confequence of this great princi- 
ple, they knew they were well founded, when 
they undertook that the king ihould made good 
their engagements, becaufe, if he did not, they 
Vol. III. Nn knew 
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A. 0.14^3. knew that tHcy had die remedy in their own 

hinds *-. 
Tftitiisby The fpirit of the Englifii government feemed 
jamwob- to fnbfide in proportion as that of the Scotch 
iiWy^* rofe. James was now highly carefled, and at his 
own Kberty, within certain bounds. The Eng- 
lift even cdnfutted him about the manner of 
conducing the treaty for his ranfom ; and one 
Dougal Drummond, a pricfti ^as fent With a 
fafe-conduA for the bi&bp of Glafgow^ chan- 
cellbr of Scotland, Dunbar, earl of Mardi, John 
Montgomery of Ardroflan, Sir Patric Dunbar 
of l^le, Sir Robert Lawder of Edrkigton^ Sir 
William JSorthwic of Bbrthwic, iand Sir John 
Forrefter of Corftorphin, to have an interview, 
at Pomfret, with their knailer the captive kitig 
of Scotland, and there to treat of their common 
interefts. Moftofthofe noblemen and gentle- 
men had before been nominated to treat with 
the Englifli about their king's return; and 
Dougal Drummond feems to have been a do- 
meftic favourite with James, While that prince 
was making ready for his journey, his equi- 
pages and attendants were encreafed to thofe 
befitting a fovereign; and he received a prefent 
from the Englifh treafury of a hundred pounds, 

* Modern Scotch hiftorians have placed the invafipii of Eng- 
land» which I have already mentioned, and was called the Fule- 
raid, at this period j but I have followed Bower> as the fureft, be- 
caufe the oldeft guide; 

for 
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for his private cxpences. That he might appear a. d. 1^3. 
vith a grandeur every way fuitable to his dig- 
nity, ^t every ftage were provided relays of 
horfes, and all manner of filh, flelh, and fowl, 
witjt cooks, and other fervants, for furnifliing 
out the moft fiimptuous royal entertainment. 
In this meeting at Po.n>ffet, James aded as a 
kind of a n^ediator between the Englifh and 
his own fubjeds, to whom he fully laid himfelf 
open ; but, in the mean time, the Epglilh re- 
gency iflued a conuui^pn for fettling the terms 
upon which James was to be reftored, if he and 
his commiflioners fhould lay a proper founda- 
tion for fuch a tjfeaty. The Englifli commif- 
fioners were the biihops of I^urham and Wor- 
ccfter, the earls of Northumberland and Weft- 
moreland, the Iprds Nevil, Cprnwal, and Cha- 
worth, witlj Mafter John Wodeham, and Ro- 
bert Waterton. The inftruftions they received 
form one of the moft curious paflages of thishif- 
tory; and I Ihall here give them, as they are ne- 
ceflary for confirming all I have faid concerning 
the difpofitions of the two courts at this junc- 

Firft, To make a faint oppofitipn to any pri- 
vate conference between the king of Scotland 
and the Scotch commifiioners. 

Secondly, To demand that, before the faid 

king fhall have his full liberty, the kingdom of 

Scotland fliould pay to the Englilh government 

N n 2 at 
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A. D. 1443* at Icaft thirty-fix thoiifand pounds as an equi- 
valent, at two thoufand pounds a year, for the 
• entertainment of king James, who was main- 
tai'ned by the court of England, and not to abate 
any thing of that fum ; but, if poifible, to get 
forty thoufand pounds. 

. Thirdly, That, if the Scots fhould agree to 
the payment of the faid fum, the Engliih com- 
miilioners fhould take fufficient fecurity and 
hoftages for the payment of the fame ; and that 
if they fhould not (as there was great reafon for 
believing they would) be fo far mollified, by 
fuch eafy terms, as to oflFer to enter upon a ne- 
gotiation for a final and perpetual peace be- 
tween the two people, that then the Englifh 
fhould propofe the fame, in the moft handfome 
manner they could. Farther, that if fuch diffi- 
culties fhould arife, as might make it impradi- 
cable immediately to conclude fuch perpetual . 
peace, that the Englifh ambaffadors fhould, un- 
der pretence of paving a way for the fame, pro- 
pofe a long truce. 

Fourthly, That, in cafe the Englifh 'commif- 
, fioners fhould fucceed in bringing the Scots to 
agree to the faid truce, they fhould further 
urge, that they fhould not fend to. Charles of 
France, or any of the enemies of England, any 
fuccours by fea or land. Farther, that the faid 
Englifh commiffioners fhould employ their ut- 
moft endeavours to 'procure the recal of the 

troops 
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troops already, furm&ed by the Scots to France, a, a 14*3. 
The Engliih are commanded to infill very fire* 
nbufly upon the point, but with difcretion. 

Fifthly, If the Scots fliould, as a further bond 
of amijy between the two nations, propofe a 
marriage between their King and fome noble- 
woman of England, the Englifh commiiSoners 
are to make anfwer, <• That the king of the 
Scots is well acquainted with many noble- 
women, and even thofe of the, blipod royal in 
England ; and that, if the king of the Scots 
fliall pleafe to' open his mind more freely on 
that head, the Englifh commiflioners ihall be 
very ready to enter upon conferences there- 
upon. But (continues the record) in cafe the 
Scotch commiffioners fliould make no mention 
;of any fuch alliance by marriage, it will not ap- 
pear decent 'for the Englifti to mention the 
fame, becaufe the women of England, at leaft 
the noblewomen, are not ufed to offer themfelve* 
in marriage to men. 

Sixthly, If there fliould be any mention made 
c6ncerning reparation of damages, that the; 
commiflioners fliould then proceed upon the 
fame as they fliould think moft proper; and that 
they fliould have power to offer fafe-conduft to 
as many of the Scots as fliould be demanded for 
to repair to the court of England. Thofe in- 
ftruftions are dated at Weftminfter, July 6, . 

1423- 

From 
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A.D. Hzp From thoie infiruAtons it appcarSs that tbf 
Eoglifh fought, at this time, tQ buy the fiien^ 
jhip of the Scots almoft at any rate* They tven 
dropt all demands of ranfom for JameSt becaufe 
thefe might have brought on difputes concern- 
ing the legality of hi$ capture and detention, 
which they were willing to avoid. They UJfXr 
wife dropt all their unju^bdiftindion^concernin^ 
the Scots ferving in France ; for they adinitted 
them, on the very face of the; treaty, iq be ^u:9:ir 
liaries. NojLhing definitive w^s concluded . at 
this treaty, but that aqother meeting fhould be 
held at York inftead of Pomfret, This ineeting 
accordingly took place. The Englifti conjmif^ 
fioners were, Thomas biihop of Durham, chan- 
cellor of England, Philip, biihop of Winchefter, 
Henry Piercy, earj of Northumberland, and Mr. 
John Wodeham. Thofe for Scotland were Wil- 
liam biihop of Glafgow, George earl of March, 
James Douglas of Balveny, his brother, Patric, 
abbot of Cambulkenneth, John, abbot of Bal- 
merino. Sir Patric Dunbar of Bele, Sir Robert 
Lawder of Edrington, Mr. George Borthwic, 
archdeacon of Glafgow, and Patric Houfton, 
canon of Glafgow. On the tenth of September^ 
after their meeting, they came to the following 
agreement : 

Firft, That the king of Scotland, and his 
heirs, as an equivalent for his entertainment 
while in England, fhould pay to the king o( 

Eng- 
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Erighmdy and his heirs, at London^in the chuirch A,d. ^|. 
of St Paidyfay eqiul proper tibns, the fum of 
fbrty thoufand pounds ftcrling. 

Secondly, That thefirft paytaent, amountingto 
the fnm of ten thoufand rnerk^, fliould be made 
fix months after the king of Scotland's entering 
his own kin^om ; that the like fum ibould be 
paid the next year, and fo on during, the ^ce 
of fix yearsi when the ^holc fnm would be * 
cleared ; unlefs, afterpayment of forty thoufand 
merks, the laft payment of ten thoufand ihouki 
be remitted at the entreaty of the moft tlluf* 
liious prince, Thomas duke of Exetw. 

Thirdly, That the king tof Scotland, before 
entering his own kingdom^ ihouid give Ca&^ 
cient hoftagei for performance on his p^rt But, 
in regard that the Stots plenipotentiaries had no 
inftruftions conceitiing hofiages, it was agreed. 

Fourthly, That the king of Scotland (hould 
be at Branlpath, or Durham, by the firft of 
March next, where he fhould be attended by 
the nobles of his blood, and other fubjefb, in^ 
order tb fix the number and quality of the hof- 
tagcs. 

Fiftily, That, to cement and perpetuate the 
amity of the two kingdoms, the governor of 
Scotland ihouid fend ambafladors to London, 
with power to conclude a contract of marriage 
between the king of Scotland, and fome lady of 
t;he firft quality in England. 

James, 



Km 
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A.D.T4»s* James, it itf probable, had already fixt lus 
choice upon the lady Joan^ daughter to the late 
earl of Somerfet,. who was fon to John of Gaunt^ 
duke of Lancafter, by his fecond marriage ; but 
he made his people the compliment, not only of 
confulting their opinion, but of concluding the 
match. The commiffioners, after their agrees 
ment af York, proceeded toward London; and 
Thomas Somervillc of Camwarth, with Walter 
Ogilvy, were adde4 to their number. . Being 
aixivcd at that capital, they ratified thi: former ar- 
iticles,.and undertook for their king, that he 
fhould deliver his hoilages to the king of £ng* 
land's officers, in the city of Durhain, before 
the laft day of the enfuing month of March ; 
that he ihould alfo deliver to the faid officers 
four obligatory letters, for the whole fum o£ 
forty thoufand pounds, from the four burghs 
of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen ; 
that he ihould give his own obligatoiy letter to 
th«j iame purpofe, before removing from Dur- 
ham, and Ihould renew the fame four days after 
his being arrived in his own kingdom ; that the» 
hoftages might be changed from time to .time, 
for others of the fame fortune and quality ; that 
if any of them fliould .die in England, others, 
fliould be fent thither in their room ; and that-, 
while they continued to ftay in England, they 



fliould live at their own charges. 
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From this indenture we may rationally con- a,d.i4ij. 
elude, that the trade of Scotland muft have been 
confidered in England, at this time, as being in 
a very flourifliing condition, as the fecurity of 
four towns was looked on as fuflScient for the 
payment of fo great a fum as forty thoufand 
pounds. This demand, it is true, amounted to 
more than what we find to have been the ftated 
allowaixce to James frpm the court of England 
during his refidence there, and has been, by the 
Scotch hiflorians, generally dated as ai; arbi- 
trary over-charge of the Englifli. I can, by no * 
mc^ns, be of that opinion; for the furcharge 
might very poifibly arife from the private debts 
contraji^ed by James above his allowance by the 
government, of which the latter might under- 
take, to his creditors, to obtain payment; a me- 
thod that, to this day, is common in negotia- 
tions of thatkind,becaufc fimjde individuals have 
no other method of obtaining payment of their 
debts, from a fovereign prince, than by applying 
to the government. The.cardinalof Winchef- 
ter, who was uncle to janies's bride, and had a 
principal hand in this negotiation, was by far 
the richeft fubjecl then in England, or, perhaps, 
in Europe. As James was a great favourite 
with him, we may reafonably fuppofe that he 
advanced him the money in diflference, which 
we do not find )vas difputed by James, or his 
fubjefts. 
YoL.lIL Oo The 
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A. 0.1424. The marriage of James with the lady Joan 
celebrated, -j^^g^^f^^^^ eldcft daughter to John earl of Somer- 
fet^ and of Catharine, daughter to Thomas 
Holland earl of Kent, was performed in the 
priory of St. Mary Overy, in Southwark, on the 
firft or fecond of February 1424; the young 
Idng of England, with the confent of his coun- 
cil, having prefented James with a fuit of cloth 
of gold for the marriage ceremonyj and next 
day he received a legal difeharge of ten thou- 
fand pounds, to be deduded from the forty 
thoufand pounds, as the marriage-portion of 
the king of England's dear coufin Joan. This 
ceremony being performed, James and his 
queen fet out for Durham, where the hoftages 
were waiting. The whole of this tranfaftion 
difcovered the fpirit of the Englifli council to 
be as impolitic as it was mercenary. Inftead of 
endeavouring to bind James by the ties of ho- 
nour and gratitude, they required him, after his 
Hofta M for ^""^^^^ ^^ Durham, where his hoftages' were 
waiting, to give in the valuation of the yearly 
rents of their eftates, which was complied with; 
and th^y appear, from the record publiihed by 
Mr.Rymer,tohave been as the reader will find in 
the note *• They even obliged James to provide 

Yearly Revenues. 

Merks Sterling. 

• David, cldeft fon and heir of Athol - - - xioo 

Thomas earl of Murray - ... - looo 

Alexander earl pf Crawfurd - ^ - - - looo 

Duncan Campbel, lord of Argyle - . • - 1500 

.William 
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:iict of fubftitutc, or fecondary hoftages, who a. 0.1424. 
were to fupply their- principals in cafe of death, 
or other accident *. The fums annexed in 
the notes, to the name of each hoftage, is un- 
derftood to be fterling, or Englifh, and not 
Scotch, currency. The records from which 
thofe lifts are taken being of undoubted autho- 
rity, it afcertains the rentals of the immenfe 
eftates (when we confider the great difference 
in the v^lue of money between that and the 
prefcnt times) then poffeffed by the great land- 
Yearly Revemics* 

Merks Sterling. 

William Douglas, fon and heir of the lord of Dalkeith 1 590 
Gilberr, fon and heir of William Hay, conilable of Scotland 800 

Robert Keith, marflial of Scotland .... 800 

Robert Erflcine, lord of Erlkine - - - - - 1000 

Walter lord of Dirlton ... ... 800. 

Thomas Boyd/lord of Kilmarnock ... * 500 

Patric Dunbar, lord of Cumnock ... - 500 

. Alexander lord of Gordon «... - 400 

Yearly Revenues. 
Merks Sterling. 

• Thefe were, William lord of Abernethy - - 500 
Hugh Frazer, lord of Lovat, his evaluation is not fet down 

James Dunbar, lord of Frendraught - - - - 500 

AndrewGray, lord dfFowlis - - - - - 600 

Robert Levingfton, lord of Levingfton - - - 40Q 

JphnLindfay .----- -- 500 

Robert deLyle 300 

James lord of Calder - - - - - - 400 

James Hamilton lord of Cadzow .... 500 

William lord de Rutliven - - - - - 400 

William Oliphant, lord of Abridalgy, his evaluation is not 

fet down -..--- 

Robert, fon and heir of lord Robert de Maitland ^ 4<^o 

David Menzies *oo 

PavidOgilvy - aoo 

Patric, fon and heir of lord John Lyon - - 300 

O o 2 holders 
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A.D. 1424. holders of Scotland. The delivery o( the hof- 
tages was duly executed, and it is almoft incre- 
dible, that fuch a number of illuftrious noble^ 
men and gentlemen (hould thus voluntarily 
make a refignation of their liberties ta an 'un- 
generous enemy ; nay, that others were emu- 
lous of that honour. This public fpirit could 
only proceed from the fenfe they had, that the 
return of James to his native dominions was 
the only means of delivering their country from 
the anarchy under which Ihe groaned, through- 
the weaknefs of the regent. The infults he fuf- 
fered from his own family, (even to one of his 
fons wringing off the head of his favourite 
hawk,) is faid to have made him zealous for the 
reftoration ; and we are told he threatned his 
fons, that fince he could not govern them, he 
wis refolved, to bring home one who fliould 
govern him and them likewife. Some Englilh 
writers, Hollinlhed in particular, have forged 
an oath of homage and fidelity, which James, 
as king of Scotland, fwore to Henry as king of 
England; but this calumny is fo grofs, that it 
is difowned by the beft Englifli hiftorians, and 
is undeferving of a particular refutation^ 

Befides the hoftages I have already mention- 
ed, the following noblemen and gentlemen at- 
tended James at Durham; the earls of Lenox, 
Wigton, and Strathern, John Seipple of Elefton, 
Maxwei of Cariaverock, Herries of Terregles, 
Stuart of Bute, Kennedy of Carrie, Cunningham 

of 



O^F SCOTtAND. 285 

ofElmawrs, Campbcl of Loudon, David Lefly a. a 1424. 
of Xefly, Lawder of Bafs, Sir Alexander Forbes, 
Patric Houfton, Walter Ogilvy, Levingfton of 
KaHendar, Hay of Yefter, Crichton of Crichton, 
Drumrtiond of Cargill, Weems of Reirefs, Ram- 
fay of Dalhoufic, JBorthwic of Heriot, and 
others. Upon the arrival of James in his own 
country, he punftiially executed all the remain- 
ing part of his engagements with the Englifh 
court, particularly with regard to the collateral 
fecurity for the fums ftipulated by the four 
towns of Scotland. 

Carte, and other Englifh hifiorians, have inti- "^^^^ " f<* 

\ *tUbtity« 

mated that James, before his marriage, had 
agreed to a truce with the Englifli. But that 
was far from being the cafe, for never did any 
tranfaAion pafs with a greater fliew of equality, 
between two kingdoms, than that of his re- 
demption, and the meafures which attended it 
James, in faft, knew that he was not at liberty 
to take any ftep of that kind, nor could the 
Englifli government prefs it without the con- 
currence of his ftates. When the aflfair came 
before them, they refufed to abandon their en- 
gagements with France, by agreeing to a defi- 
nitive treaty; but oflFered, in confequence of 
what had been concerted between them and the 
French king, to conclude a truce for feven 
years, that is, from the firft of May 1424, to the 
fame day 1431, being only one year after the 
payment of the ftipulated debt, and the releafe 

of 
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A.D. 1424* of his hofiages. Even in concluding this trace, 
the Scots were fo obfervant of their engage-* 
ments with the French king» that the auxiliaries 
of their nation, then ferving in France, were 
excepted from it by the following claufe, 
«« That, in regard, feveral of his fubje£)s, who 
were in France, could not be hindered from 
waging war againll the king of England ; he 
fliould proteft and declare, that he had no in- 
tention to anfwer for their deeds, nor meant to 
have them comprehended in the truce agreed to, 
till they fliould return to their own country ; 
in which cafe, he promifed to reftrain them 
committing any more hoftilities, while the 
truce fliould laft." The confcrvators of this 
trace, on the part of England, were the dukes 
of Gloucefter and Exeter, the earls of March, 
Warwic, Northumberland, and Weftmoreland, 
the lords Willoughby,Umphraville, and others. 
They for Scotland were the duke of Albany, 
earls of Athol, Marr, Wigton, and March, lord 
Gilbert Hay, conftable of Scotland, John lord 
of Seton, James Douglas, lord of Dalkeith, and 
John Forrefter. Thofe noblemen, on both fides, 
had each of them full power of keeping the 
peace, and punifliing all breaches of it within, 
their refpeftive diftrifts, 
IX'** James the firft was, by orders of the 
court of England, attended to his own domi- 
nions with great pomp, by the earl of Nor- 
thumberland, and the chief of the northern no- 
bility. 
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biHty. Upon his arrival at Edinburgh, where a.d. i4*4* 
he kept his Eafter, he was received, with inex- 
preffible raptures of joy by his fubjefts, arid ad- 
ditional hymns of thankfgiving were fung in 
the churches for his deliverance. On the 
twentieth of April, he was crowned at Scone ; 
Murdoc duke of Albany, late regent, having, as 
being earl of Fife, placed him in the royal chair, 
while the biihop of St. Andrew's performed the 
ceremony of anointing and crowning him and 
his queen. James, when the folemnity was 
over, followed the ceremony praftifed by the 
chief courts of Europe on the like occafions, 
by knighting the following noblemen and 
gentlemen, Alexander Stuart, the youngeft fon 
of the duke of Albany, Archibald earl of Dou- 
glas, William Douglas earl of Angus, George 
Dunbar earl of March, Alexander Lindfay earl 
of Crawfurd, Adam Hepburn of Hales, Thomas 
Hay of Yefter, or Lochinwaret, Alexander Seton 
of Gordon, Walter Hallyburton of Dirlton, 
Patric Pgilvy of Ouchterhoufe, David Stuart 
of Rofeyth, John Stuart of Dundonald, John 
Stuart of Cairdin, William Er&ine of Kinnoull, 
David Murray of Galk, William Crichton of 
Crichton, William Hay of Errol, conftable of 
Scotland, John Scrivingebur, conftable of Dun- 
dee, Henry Maxwel of Carlaverock, Herbert 
Herres of Terregles, Robert Cuningham of Kil- 
mawrs, and Alexander Irvine of Drum, I am 

now 
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A. 0.1424. now to attend the events of the war upon the 
continent^ in which the Scots were fo deeply en- 
gaged. 

During the dependence of the treaty for the 
return of James, the people of Scotland appre- 
hending that they might afterwards be put un- 
der difficulties in ferving againft the Englifli, 
repaired to France in fuch QUJobers, that to- 
wards the beginning of the year 1424, no fewer 
than fifteen thoufand Scots were in arms under 
the confiable, and the duke of Touraine. I ihall 
Omttntt- not pro&cute the operatioi^s of this war farther 

ation V the , ' 

wario than as it concerns the Scots. The principal 
feat of adtion, about the beginning of July, Jay . 
to the north of the Loire, where the &cots, and 
their allies, had fuiprifed Ivri, a place of great 
confequence to both parties. The regent duJs:e 
of Bedford refolved to rifk every thing in re- 
taking it, and preiTed it fo furiouily, that its 
governor agreed to furrender it, if not reliev- 
ed by the middle of Augiift. Charles fent or- 
ders to the confiable, and the duke of Tou- 
raine, to fight the Engliih rather than lofe the 
place. They had under them eight thoufand 
Scots, two thoufand Italian^, who had been 
fent to the affiftance of Charles by the duke of 
Milan^ with their own officers at their head, 
and about three thoufand French, under the 
duke of Alen9on, the marfiial Fayette, the 
count of Aumale, the vifcount of Narbonne, 
and other French general officers, but all of 

them 
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them commanded by the conftable, who order- a. d. 14*4. 
ed the whole army to advance to Chartres. When 
they arrived at Nonancourt, they received in- 
telligence of Ivri's having been furrenderedj up- 
on which the conftable^ making a fudden wheels 
took Verneuil and its caftle, after t^o day's 
£ege. The lofs of this important place by the 
Englilhy difconcerted all the plans of the regent 
duke, who was joined by the earl of Salifbury 
Mrith a thoufand horfe, and two thoufand 
archers, by which his army became equal in 
numbers to that under the conftable. The lat- 
ter having reconnoitered the Englifli army un- 
der the walls of Ivri, found it too advantageoufly 
pofted to be attacked; and upon his returning 
to Verneuil he had certain advice, that the 
Englifh army was in full march to fight him. 
The conftable, upon this, chofe a ftrong ground 
for his iencampment, near Verneuil, and called 
a council of war, where the queftion was, whe- 
ther they fhould, or ihould not, fight the Eng- 
lifh; Some of the inconfiderate French officers 
were of opinion for the affirmative ; but the con- 
ilable, hearing tjiat the regeint duke was deter* 
mined, at all events, to attack him, it was agreed 
to wait for the enemy in their prefent advantage- 
ous fituation; and, accordingly, he made fo 
fine a difpofition of his troops, that hie could not 
be attacked with the leaft appearance of fuc- 
cels. 
Vol. III. Pp On 
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A. D. 1424* On the fixtecnth of Auguft, the regent dtikc 
sctS'Je* appeared in fight of the conftable's army ; and 
defeated. jjgj-t j^y jjg drew out his troops in order of 
battle. Perceiving that the conitable made no 
movements to meet him, and well knowing the 
impetuofity of the French generals, he fent a 
herald to challenge the cohftable to fight him, 
and to deliver a verbal meflage to the duke of 
Touraine, " ttat he intended to dine with hiih;" 
to which the t)ther anfwei^d> " that he fhouM 
find the cloth laid." The duke, without de- 
clining the combat, remained \i^ithin his lines; 
but the regent's meflage had all the effeds he 
had forefeen or defired. The vifcount of Nar- 
bonne, fnatching up a ftandard, upbraided ithe 
conftable to his face with having fiilUed the 
glory of the French arms by his tameneft j und 
immediately nifliing out of the line, w«s fol- 
lowed by all the French. The conftable did iffl 
he could to reftrain this ill-timed impetuofity^ 
but in vain ; and was forced to yield tb the 
madnefs of the French, whidh had now fei^ed 
upon his owh men, by their loud requefl^s to 
^' be led againft the enemy, and not to ihSeir 
their allies to be cut in pieces. The Eng&Sl 
. were drawn up under the earls of Salilbirr)r 
and Suffolk on the wings, Which were ci>di*> 
pofed of archers, and the duke of Bedford 
in the centre ; and attended by a- body of 
two thoufand men, by way of rcferve. The 

na- 
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a^rf of the ground req[Uired the Englifh to a. d. 1414. 
%h(; on foot; and the regent placed all his^ 
liorfes within a barricade, formed iij the front 
(^ his camp by the carriages of his army. Not- 
wlthftanding all bis precautions, the charge of 
thje Scots and thi? Fr^pch was fo furious, that 
their enemies w?re driven to the very barricade, 
where the former y ere received by a terrible dif* 
chs^ge from the En^Ufli archers. The Scotch 
gpd French cavalry, who were chiefly concern- 
ed in this attack, endeavoured to maintain their 
aidvaptage, by charging the archers ; but each 
qf the latter (as happened in the battle of Agin- 
court) threw down before him a calthorp, or 
' ;^arp fpiked inftrument, which defeilded them 
from the horfe, and gave them time to ply 
their enemies with fhowers of their deadly ar* 
rows. The difpute between the main body of 
the two armies, under the conftable and the 
regent duke, continued all this time fo doubt- 
ful, that the nicell eye could not difcern where 
the advantage lay, till the Lombards and Mila- 
nefe were led off in hopes of pillaging the Eng- 
lifii camp, and thereby left the flank of the 
Scots expofed to the Englifli. The Italians 
miffed of their fordid aim ; and being difor- 
dered by a flight of Englifli arrows, threw 
down their arms, and left the field. This gave 
the Englifli referve of archers, who were yet 
unbroken, an opportunity of attacking the ex- 
pofed flank of the Scots, and then the fight 

Pp2 war 



292 THEHISTORT 

AJp.j^i^ was no longer equal. The impetuofity of the 
French cavalry flagged9 and, unable to ftand the 
ftorm of the Englifh arrows, fell back upon 
their own foot, which they difordered. In 
fliort, the Englifh obtained a complete vic- 
tory. The confiable and the duke of Touraine 
were killed on the field, after fighting three 
hours with incredible valour. Of the Scots 
about three thoufand fell, among whom was 
a number of the b'eft officers in Europe. Of the 
French about fifteen hundred were killed, among 
whom were the earls of Aumale, Ventadour, de 
Tonnerre, and the vifcount of Narbonne ; the 
lords Graville, Manni, Gammaches, and Guitri, 
The duke of Aleufon, the mafflial de Fayette, 
and fome others of the French nobility, were 
made prifoners ^. Of the Englifh about two 
thoufand of their beft officers and men were 
killed ; and the two Scotch chieftains were bui 
ried in a church at Tours in Touraine. 

• I have reprefented this aftion according to the beft autho- 
rities, both French and Engliih $ but Bower gives us a different 
idea of it j and as fome part of what he fays very poflibly was 
true, I fliaH lay it before the reader. He agrees as to the difor- 
derly charges made upon the£ngli(h ; but he fays, that the duke 
of Touraine or<icred proclamation to bp made, that the enemy 
Ihould receive no quarter : that when the Englifh were, difor- 
dered in the firlt charge they would have left the field, but were 
forced bacjc by the Lombards ; upon wliich thpy became defpe« 
rate, and gained ^h^ vi6lory while the Lombards fled without 
ftriking another blow. All I fhall obfcrve on this account is, 
that the duke of Touraine ferved under the confiable 5 and if he 
gave Aich orders, it could be only to his own divifion, and in re- 
venge for the like, which had been often iffued out, both by the 
Jate Henry and the regent duke, againft his owa friends and 
countrymen. 

Jamw 
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James foon perceived the dreadful efFeds of a. 0.1414. 
remifihefs, indolence, and corruption, in the jame^after 
late adminiftration. The great maxim of the tkm! 
regent, Robert, had been to maintain himfelf 
in power, by exenapting the lower ranks of 
fubjeds from taxes of every kind. Murdoc 
had continued the fame condud, but he was 
deftitute of his father's abilities and authority 
in keeping the common people from abufing 
the happinefs they enjoyed; fo that James, up- 
on his return, found Scotland fuch a fcene of 
oppreffion and rapine, that no commoner could 
fay he had a property in his own eftate.' This 
difinal condition of the country, no doubt, 
forwarded the reftoration of James ; but it re- 
quired the greateft vigour, both of mind and 
body, to remove fo many complicated evilsL 
James knew that he would be fupported by 
his great fubjecls, who were not themfelves 
oppreflbrs ; and after his coronation he called 
a parliament, which met on the twenty-fixth 
of May. The fii-ft deliberation of the affembly 
naturally was, how to pay the money for the 
king's collage, as it was called, and to redeem 
their hoftages from England. The affembly 
was unanimous in this meafure^ and a large 
taxation was ordered; but it was found necef- 
fary to appoint certain auditors, or truftees, to 
fuperintend its coUedion. Thefe were the bi- 
ihops of Dunkeld and Dumblain ; the abbots 
pf Baln^grino and St. Columb's Inch ; Mr. Joh^ 

Scheve?, 
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A.D, 1414. JSchevez, the earl of Athol, Sir Patric Dunbar^ 
William Borthwic, Patric Ogilvy, James Dcm- 
glas of Balvany, and William Erflitine of Kin-p 
tioul. Before I proceed farther, it is necefiaiy 
I fhould cbnfider the fiate of Jam^s, as I have 
done that of his kingdom, at the time of his • 
reftoration. < 
Abofetdu. '^^^ Stuart family, upon their acceflion to 
noghu the crown of Scotland, - were poiTeffed ofa 
great patrimonial eft ate, independent of the 
•ftanding revenues of the crown, which con- 
fifted chiefly of cuftoms, w^rds, and reliefs. 
The revenues of the paternal eftate belonging 
I to James, had they been regularly tranfmitted 
to him, would have done more than maintain- 
ed him in a fplendor equal to his dignity while 
he was in England; nor would he have had 
any occafion for the pitiful ftipend allowed him 
by the Englifli. His uncle, the regent-duke 
of Albany, knew that; and, as he never had 
any intention that his nephew fhould return, 
he parcelled out among his favourites, who 
maintained him in the regency, the Stuart 
eftates in fuch a manner, that James, upon his 
return, found all his patrimonial revenues gone, 
and many of them in the hands of his beft 
* friends ; fo that he had nothing to depend up- 
on, for fupporting himfetf and his court, but 
the crown revenues I have mentioned, and even 
of thofe, fome had been mortgaged in the Jate 
regency. This was a difagreeable profpeft for 

James J 
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James ; and very probably it added to hb na- a.o. 14^ 
tural ftridnefs aftd fcvferity, which, might be 
iftill encreafed by two other diiagreeable cir- 
cumftances. The firft was^ that the hoftages 
in England, who. were compofed of his capital 
nobility, were attended by their .wives, chil»- 
dreii, families, and equipages, which rivalled 
thofe 'of the fame rank in Ei^gland, and coti- 
ftquently drew a great deal of ready money 
firotni Scotland. The other circumftance was 
ftill mote difagreeable, arifing from the charge 
of tbe Scotch army in France, where Chirles, 
who had never been in any condition to fupr 
port it, was now reduced, with his little court, 
ahnoft without the common conveniencies of 
living* As to the real revenue of James, arif- 
ing from the branches I have mentioned^ we 
tan form no eftimate of its value ; but thib cuf« 
toms jfeem to have been confiderable during 
duke Robert's regency, becaufe out of them an 
army on the borders was, at one time, paid and 
maintained. Notwithftanding this difcourag- . 
ing profpeft, the continuator of Fordun lays, 
. that the tax which had been impofed, and con- 
£f):ed of twelve pennies in the pound, brought, 
in the firil year, fourteen thoufand marks ; but 
not without raifing an univerfal difcontent 
among the common people. 

James, who was a complete mailer in the aft Aaorr»> 
of reigning, had learned in England the re- ^^'"^^'" 
medy that was to be applied to the confump- 

tive 
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A.D.H«4» *i^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ finances. Before the parli^^ 
ment rofe, he obtained an ad^ which did him 
no more than common juftice, and which^ had 
he been the abfolute, defpotic king fome Scotch 
writers have reprefented him, he might have 
, . executed by his prerogative, without having 
recourfe to his parliament. It contained no 
more than obliging the iheriffs of the refpeftivc 
counties to enquire what lands, poffeifions, an- 
nual rehts, and effeds belonged to his anceftors 
of" good memory," David the fecond, Robert 
the fecond, and Robert the third ; ^ and if the 
king pieafes, fays the ftatute (but in the obfo- 
lete language of the times) he may fummons 
all his tenants, in order to produce their char- 
ters and evidences, that by the tenor of them 
he may perceive what is juftly their own, and 
what alfo injufticeoilght to be returned to the 
crown.'' This was a fair but a dangerous ex- 
pedient, as moft of the poffeflbrs of tholfe lands 
thought themfelves above the reach of law. 
James, however, formed a refolution, which he 
^terwards executed with great firmnefs ; that 
of proceeding in the refumptipn of his family 
.eftates, without regard to any confideratioh, 
leither of perfons or circumftances j a necefiary 
though difagreeable, meafure. 

„. . . If we are to believe Bower, James returned 

His fcverity ^ •^ 

mpnT"*" ^^ Scotland with ftrong prepoffeffions againft 
the Albany family ; for, even fo far back as the 
thirteenth, of May, he ordered Walter Stuart, 

• the 
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the kte regent's ddeft &m^ togetlier \^ith Mai- a.d. i«m. 
cahn Flemi&g of Ctimberaaukl (to "wbofe f aimly 
his aixccftors had been fo greatly obliged) and 
Thomas Boyd of Kibaarnock, to be arrefted ift 
the caftle of Edinburgh, from whence the for- 
mer was fent dofe prifoner ta the ifland of Bafs.- 
Fleming was fent fifft to Dalkeith, and then to^ 
St AndreM^s; but he wad fet at liberty, as like- 
wife was Boyd. On the twelfth of March 1425, ^^^^ 
James held his fecood pfetrBameiit at Perth, where 
he ordered the following perfons of diftinction 
to beartefted: Archiliakieari of Douglas, Wil- 
liam Douglas, earl of Angus, George Dunbar^ 
earl, of March, Sir Adam Hepburn of Hales^ 
Sir Thomas Hay of Yefter^ Walter HaKburton^ 
WaTter Ggilvy,. Da*id Stuart of Roffytb, Alex- 
^nder Seton of Gordon^ WilUam £r£kine of 
Kinnoul, Alexander earl of Crawfovd, Patric 
Ogilfvy of Oderhoaife^ jjohn Stulart of Dun«» 
donald,. David Miurray of Gafk, John Stuarif 
of Cardine, William* lord Hay, gtieat conftable, 
John Scrimgeour of Didope, Alexander Irvine 
of Drum^ Herbert Maxwell of Carlaverock^ 
Herbert Berries of Terrcgles, Andrew Gray of 
Foulis,^ Robert Cunningham of Keimaurs, Wil- 
liam Crichton of the fame, and Aliexander Ram«^ 
fay of Dalhoufy. James, in impriibningfo many 
iltoftrious perfonages, meant to fhew his people 
his impartiality ia bringing offenders to juftice ; 
but he fecms, in this refpcd, to have carried 
matters too far, for he certainly was convinced 
Vox. IlL C^q that 
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AID. 1425. that moft of his prifoners were innocent ; nor 
can he be vindicated on that head, otherwife 
than by fuppofing, that the temper of the times 
abfolutely required fuch a proceeding. 

Hecxtir. '^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ dukc of Albany was ar- 

patcs the refted, James feized upon all his houfcs and caf- 

Albany fa- ' "^ ^ 

»»V» ties, particularly Falkland in Fife, and Down 

in Menteith, from whence he ordered the du- 
chefs of Albany to be carried prifoner to the 
caftle of Tantallon. Sir John Montgomery and 
Allan Otterburn, the duke of Albany's fecre- 
tary, were arretted likewife, but releafed within 
three days. Thofe fevere proceedings were re- 
fented by no public commotion at the time ; 
and all the prifoners foon obtained their liberty, 
excepting the duke of Albany, his two foris, 
Walter and Alexander, who had been knighted 
. by the king at his coronation, and the earl of 
Lenox, the duke's father-in-law. The Scotch 
hiftorians have not mentioned the precife crimes 
that were laid to the charge of thofe illuftrious 
delinquents; and Abercromby is at a lofs to 
find them out I think there can be no reafon 
to doubt, that they were indi&ed for the feveral 
acls of mif-govemment all of them had been 
guiltyof during the two lafl: regencies. Per- 
haps the following incident did not a little 
contribute to their ruin. James, a younger 
fon of the duke of Albany, had been left at li- 
bcj ty, becaufe he had been guilty of nothing 
tliai could make him an object of public juftice. 

Being 
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Being under the diredion of Finlay bifliop of a« 0.1425. 
Argyle, formerly his father's fecretary, he 
Taifed a force in the Highlands; and on the 
third of May fet on fire the town of Dumbarton, 
where he put to the fword thirty-two of the in-, 
habitants, and among them Sir John Stuart of 
Dundonald, furnamed th'e Red, and natural 
fon to Robert the fecond. James, upon this, 
proclaimed young Stuart a traitor; and being 
hard preffed, he was forced, together with the 
bilhbp his governor, to fly to Ireland. The 
wife of the lord Walter Stuart, with their two 
fons, Andrew and Alexander, took refuge there 
likewife ; a proof that the intercourfe between 
Scotland and Ireland, in thofe times, conti- 
nued to be fo frequent, that the natives of the 
one thought the other their country. This in- 
furreftion fully fliews the abfolute neceflity 
James was under for humbling the lawlefs 
leaders of the Highlanders during the late re-. 
gency, fince even a ftripling could lead them to 
the field againft the legal government, of which . 
they had not thefmalleft idea. 

When the day of trial approached of the duke ^j,^ ^^^ 
of Albany's two fons, and the earl of Lenox, ^^^^^^""^ 
James repaired to Stirling, to which town the <^"^«^- 
prifoners had been conveyed, and ordered their 
trial to be conducted in the moft folemn man- 
ner. Their jury confifted of the moft illuftrious 
perfonages of the kingdom, fome of them their 
friends and relations, their names being as fol- 
O q 2 low : 
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A. D. 14*5. low: Walter Stuart, carl of Athol; Archibald 
"^ Douglas, earl of Douglas; Alexander Stuart^ 
earl of Marr ; William Douglas, earl of Angus ; 
William Sinclair, earl of Orkney; Alexander 
of the Ifles, earl of Rofs ; George Dunbar, earl 
of March ; James Douglas, lord Balveny ; Ro* 
bert Stuart of Lorn, John Montgomery of Mont- 
gomery, Gilbert Hay of Enrol, conftahle, Tho- 
mas Somerwel of Somerwel, James Douglas of 
Dalkeith, Herbert Harris of Terregles, Robert 
Cunningham of Kilmaurs, Alexander Living- 
fton of Kalendar, Thomas Hay of Lochinwarret, 
or Yefter, William Borthwic of Borthwic,Pa^ 
trie Ogilvy of OAerhoufe, ftieriff of Angus, 
John Forrefter of Corftorphin, and Walter 
Ogilvy of Lintrathin, knights^ Before I pro- 
ceed, it may be neceffary to inform my readers^ 
that there never was, even fo low as the time 
of the corporate union between the two king- 
doms, a boufe of peers in Scotland ; all the 
members who compofed the parliament fitting 
in the fame chamber, and their votes, deciilve 
ts well as deliberative, being of equal validity^ 
All the perfons, therefore, compafing this jury^ 
though not nobilitated, were equally peers of 
the prifoners, becaufe all of thesn were barona 
of the land, as nobilitation conveyed no fpedal 
parliamentary privileges,, exceptiug that of aa 
hereditary reprefentation, which originally re* 
fided in every baron. It may likewife be pro- 
per to obferve axiother difference between the 

con* 
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conftitution of England and Scotland; for in A.D.t4£5« 
the latter a verdift might be found by two 
thirdtSy and in fome cafcf, a majority, of the 
jury. 

James^ to give the trial a greater air of au- 
thority, thought proper to prefide in it himfelf, 
fitting on his throne, and dreffed in his royal 
robes, crowned and fceptered; and on the 
eighteenth of May the prifoners were found 
guilty. The two young noblemen, Walter 
and Alexander Stuart (the former faid to have 
poflefled all the accomplifhments of perfon and 
mind) were carried from the place of their trial 
to a rock oppofite to the caftle of Stirling, and 
there their heads were ftruck oflF, as next day 
were thofe of the duke of Albany and the earl 
of Lenox. The fliortnefs of the time between 
the trial and execution cannot be thought 
barbarous in James, when we confider what 
confequences a delay might have produced, by 
an ihfurreftion of their numerous followers and 
dependents. As to the trial itfelf, the quality 
and connexions of the jury (fome of whom 
had been imprifoned as accomplices in the fame 
treafon) are favourable for the memory of 
James, and prove that he did not bring from 
England with him any of thofe arbitrary prin* 
ciples hf which the bed blood of that country 
was often fpillefi, without even the forms of 
law. The only exceptionable part of his con- 
duft, on this occafion, is his prefiding at the 

trial 
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A^v. m^ mcnt, by which be gave a double edge to hid 
own prerogative. The forming affociations 
ud leagues among fubjeds, was the great dvil 
of thofe days^ and had been provided againib 
by ads paffed under David, and Robert the firft* 
The like ads had pafled againft abettors of 
rebels, znd leafing-makers, which, if I miftake 
not, implies tthofe who are guilty of lefe ma* 
jefty, or wounding it by falfe reports: } hut 
the Hcentioufneis of the times having fuffered 
all thoie excellent fiatutes ta become obiblete,. 
they were revived and confirmed in the very 
frft parliament convened by James ; and they 
fiifficiently point out to us the grounds of die 
cStii con. ^'^ profecutions. James then ordered the pri*- 
h^a ^^"^ ^^ ^^ opened, for the deKvery of all the 
lefler criminals, who, by the authority of their 
fuperiors, might have been drawn into ads^ of 
treafon, without knowing them to be foy and 
he admitted them to fevour, on their promifing 
to conform themfelves to the laws for the fu- 
ture. He next applied himfelf to the cultiva- 
tion of learning, arts, and fciences, among his 
flibjefts. I have already mentioned, that a uni- 
verfity was founded at St. Andrew's in the year . 
141 1. This inftitution was in danger of being 
deftroyed in its infancy, by a dilute which 
then raged through all Europe, between pope 
Benedia, and the council of Conftance. The 
abbot of Pontiniac had been fent on the part 
of the council, to detach the nation from Bene- 

. dic\ 
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dicl, whofe authority it then recognized. The A.p. 144$, 
.abbot prefented letters to the fame efFeft from 
the emperor Sigifmund to the regent, and the 
three eftates of Scotland, who were affembled at 
.Perth on this occaiion, and harangued by the 
abbot in favour of the council. Pope Bene4ift,in 
like manner, wrote to the governor, andthe three 
ftates, in favour of himfelf ; and one Robert 
Harding, an Englifli pricft, a favourite with the 
regent, was conftituted Benedift's advocate be- 
fore the affembly. Harding was oppofed by the 
new univerfity, which had for its head Joha 
Elwold. He was feconded by feveral eminent 
divines, who confuted all Harding's arguments; 
and one Fogo, a monk of the abbey of Melros, 
fo greatly diftinguilhed himfelf on the fide of 
the council, that pope Martin the fifth, whom 
its members had elected, addrefied a bull . to 
him^ condemning Harding's arguments, and 
for uniting the kingdom of Scotland to the obe- 
dience of Martin. 

This notable ftand againft the governor did Hitprotec 
great honour to the infant univerfity, and co«ag"/"^ 
James, upon his return,, took it under his im- uuD^%t 
mediate protection. He had, during his con- 
finement in England, but too much leifure for 
ftudy ; and he was undoubtedly the inofl: ac- 
compliflied prince of his age, in all the branches 
of literature then purfued. He was at great 
pains in enquiring into the characters and learn- 
ing of the feveral profeflbrs, and often honour- 

V0L.III. Rr cd 
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A.D.t4s«. ed their public afts and excrcifes with his pre- 
fence. He even kept a diary, in which he wrote 
down the names of all the learned men who h« 
thought deferred his patronage and preferment^ 
and reproved, with great freedom, fuch church* 
men as lived unfuitab^y to their charafter . The 
late times of anarchy and confufion had intro^^ 
duced too many of that kind into Scotland. 
Their revenues were far above the proportion 
of property that oug^t to have been allotted 
them. Their houfes were diftitiguifhed for the 
beauty of their fituations, the fumptuou&elTs of 
their building, the elegance and ctdture of their 
gardens, and the fertility of their lands. All 
thofe circumftances naturally introductd luxury 
among the Scotch clergy ^ and James, to give 
them an example of abftiaience, brought ovct 
Carthulian monks, one of the fevcreft orders in 
die church of Rome, for whom he endovjred and 
allotted a monaftery at Perth, and fometimes 
made it his refidence. ' 

•naofthe In compliance with the cuftom of the times, 
•f stA*. he fent a folemn embaffy to Rome, confifting of 
'*'*'^*** the bifliops of Aberdeen and Dumblaito, the 
abbots of Melros and Balmerino, the prior of 
St. Andrew*s, Sir William Borthwlc younger^ 
Sir William Hay, Mr. Thomas Myreton, Mr; 
Edward Lawdet, and Mr. John Steins. Though 
the chief pretext of this embaffy might have 
been intended as a compliment to the pope j 
yet there is the greateft reafon to fuppofe, that 

its 
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its real objesi^ wa9 to procure the papal inter- A»D.i4t»« 
pofitioa in favour of the univerfity, and thcj 
other public ii^ftitutions intended by James} 
and this is the more probable, as the univer- 
fity's privileges had been granted by the anti- 
pope Benedict to Mr. Henry Ogilvy, who went 
to Spain for that purpofe, where Benedid re- 
fidedin 141 3. The records of the univerfity^ 
part of which have been publilhed by Sir Robert 
Sibbald, fufficiently prove James to have been 
its fecond founder ; as it had, before that time, 
no higher an appellation than a college ^. The 
arts and fciences were equally the objects of 
James's attention as divinity. In poetry, ho 
was an author, and of mufic he was one of the 
befi judges and compofers of his time; and 
there is the greateft reafon to believe, that he 
was the father of that elegant fimplicity foe 
which the ancient Scotch mufic is to this day 
celebrated f. He introduced organs into hi9 

• It wat called Gymaafium San6ti Axulreae de Kilrymonth. 

f I meation this circumftance, to obviate the ridicalous no- 
tion of David Riitio's being the author of the beft Scotch tunesr - 
which coald have no foundation} bat on that unhappy fo- 
reigner's being a muflcian. Queen Mary had picked him up to 
fupply the vacancy of a voice in her chapel ; and foon after em* 
ploytd him as her fecretary for the Italian ton^e $ nor does it 
appear, that he knew any thing of inftrumental mufic, or that 
ever he compofed a iingle piece* I9 hB, the moft admired of 
the Scotch tunes were compofed long before queen Mary's time 
and were made ufe of in churches, though burlefqued by the re* 
pyrmers, to binng them into difcredit. James was not the only 
king in former times who praftifed and compofed mufic Some 
mufical works of Henry the feyenth of England ia fcore, are laid 
to be ftiU extant. 

R r 2 chapels. 
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A.i>. i4a«. chapels, and the cathedral churches of the king* 
dom, together with a much better ftile of archi- 
^ tedure, both civil and religious. 

Hit farther James did not confine his cares to the fine 
KSttUtiont. ^^^^^ ^^^ j^^ encouraged and protefted thofe 

that were mechanical and ufeful in fociety. No- 
thing can give us a higher idea of his .govern- 
ment, and his genius for civir policy, than the 
proceedings of his parliament in 1427. He had 
obferved, that, among the lower clafs of people, 
cuftom took place of law, that poverty was not 
coniidered as a misfortune, nor barbarity as a 
reproach; becaufe the firft might be removed by 
depredations, and the latter prdtefted by vio- 
lence. To have puniflied the offenders would 
have been unjuft, becaufe, while offending, they 
thought themfelves in the way of their duty; 
and fuch was their ignorance, that they imagin- 
ed no Ihame equal to that of procuring a living 
by honeft induflry. We are not, however, to 
conclude, that this was the pifture of all Scot- 
land. Its lowland provinces, in general, were, 
at this time, as well civilized as thofe of any 
country in Europe; but the nearer the fituation 
of the inhabitants approached to the highlands, 
they were the more barbarous, and it was 
chiefly againft fuch that James's regulations 
were intended ; tho' to fay the truth, they com- 
prehended the greateft part of the natives of 
Scotland. In the parliament I laft mentioned, 
many excellent flatutes were made againft pub- 
lic 
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lie abufes. The obfervation of the former laws ^^0^ ^^^ 
wislreinforced, and the exportation of money 
(which I have akeady obfcrved, mnft have been 
feverely felt by James) was ftriftly prohibited. 
Laws werrmadc againft the irregular and cor- 
rupted praAices of the courts of juftice, againft 
all kind of frays, broils, quarrels, and fighting. 
Bridges arid ferries were eftabliihed by^ water, 
and inns, with other conveniencies of travel- 
li^gj hy land. Encouragement was given for 
agriculture and hufbandry, as well as for trade 
and manufaftures. Uniformity was introduced 
into weights and meafure3, and the wages of 
workmen and labourers of every kind were re- 
gulated by a certain ftandard. Rewards were 
decreed to induftry, as well as to the exercifc . 
pf arms. The judges and lawyers were put 
above the temptation of bribes; and, in fliort, 
nothing was omitted, not even the moft minute 
circumftance, that could contribute to the in- 
tended reformation. Another parliament was 
held on the firft of July the fame year ; but I 
perceive that, by this time, the Highlanders, 
who were in the intereft of the Albany family,' 
had taken the al^rm, and numbers of them had 
followed the lord James Stuart, who was now 
their chief, to Ireland, where they foon obtain- Ij^^^i^ 
ed fettkments. This produced an ad prohibit- ^"^ ^'^*^ 
ing all manner of intercourfe or correfpondencc 
between Scotland and Ireland, but upon fuch 
terms and conditions as are therein expreffed. 

the 
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A.i>. i4*6i Tt^ reafons given for this zA are remarkable^ 
for they make a diftinflion between the Iriih 
(who are termed the Irifchery) in general, and 
the inhabitants of that nation who were fubjeda 
to England. The aft calls the former the good 
old friends of Scotland, but fayg, that it wasi 
improper to keep the paflage betwieen the two 
kingdoms open, becaufe the notorious rebels 
who had found entertainment in that country, 
might thereby have occaiion to do mifchief to 
Scotland. As to the Engliih Irifh, they are 
mentioned in a diflferent light; for they are pro* 
hibited to come to Scotland at pleafure, becaufe 
they might difcover the fecrets of the nation ; 
and therefore they afe confidered as aliens. The 
caufe of this diftinftion was of higher antiquity 
than even the coronation of Edward Bruce in 
Ireland ; and the kings of Scotland, before the 
union of the two crowns, had always confidered 
the Irifli of the north of Ireland, as part of 
their fubjccls, though living under their own 
Jaws, and in a different ifland. 
fames en- -^ ^^^ Scots wcrc then rudc in the praftice 6f 
f^fMttc;** ^^^ *^^ manufaftures, it would have been 
abfurd to have given them rules which they 
were ignorant how to execute. James, there* 
fore, made ufe of the late encreafe of his revenue 
by the forfeitures, and many eftates belonging to 
-the crown, which were difcovered by his com* 
miffioners of alienation, to give bounties to fo- 
j reign artizans of all kinds who fhould fettle in 

Scot- 
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Scotland; which many of them did, and w^rc A.D.j4afc 
thereby entitled to particular exemptions and 
privilege^,- that made them fprget their own 
native countries. 

The execution of fo many wholefome provi- ^Jjjj^ 
fionseame next under the deliberation of James 
and his parliament It was impoffible^ during 
the relaxation of civil authority, that prevailed 
all over the highlands, to truft it to the officers 
of juftice; and therefore it was thought expe- 
dient that every landholder fhould have i 
jufiidary power within his own eftate, accord- 
ing to the antient conftitutions of the king- 
dom; but they were obliged to refide on the 
fame, either by diemfclves or their friends* 
They were to rebuild, or repair all their ma- 
nors, caHles, and forts, and to fuperintend the 
civilization of their tenants, for whofe condu<9: 
they were nade partly anfwerable. The county % 
of Invernefs being fuppofed to be the feat of 
barbarifm in Scodand, and the great fource of 
violence in the kingdom, James determined to 
vifit it in perfon, having firft given orders for i^y, 
thoroughly repairing apd fortifying the caftle 
there.' Upon his arrival in that country, he 
found its barbarifm exceeded all the reports he 
had heard. The inhabitants had no idea of go- 
vernment, but under their petty chieftains, who. 
lived by afts of rapine and violence, which they 
looked upon as law; and nothing wa§ more 
common, in perpetrating them, than bloodihed 

and 
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A.D. J4*7, andraurder. James thought it woijM be equally 
unju/l and dangerous to proceed to force^ 
infuppreflin^ thofe horrid enorndtiesjand there* 
fore had recourfe to policy. He received their 
chieftains with the greateft affability; and they 
were fo well pleafed with his behaviour, that 
they repaired in crowds to the caftle of Inver- 
nefs, where .he kept his court. Having found 
means to inform himfelf of the chief delin- 
quents, he, all of a fudden, arrefted forty of 
them J but of thofe, only three of the moil 
dangerous, Alexander Mackrore, John Macker- 
ture, and James Campbell were executed. ,The 
reft were committed to prifon, and tried* Some 
Ci them were found guilty, and others were 
difmiffed upon pronxife of amendment. This 
cxercife of juftice was the more extraordinaryu 
as fome of thofe chieftains could bring from a 
thoufand to two thoufand men, into the field. 
We are told that Mackrore commanded a thou- 
fand, and Mackerture two thoufand men, and 
that they were beheaded ; but that Campbel, 
for murdering John of the Ifles, was hanged ^. 
•nrccarioC Among others who were made prifoners, 
fclS/*""' while James remained at Invernefs, were Alex- 
ander, the lord of the Ifles, and earl of Rofs, the 

t When James formed the refolution of punifliing thofe crimi- 
nals, he exprefTcd himfelf, extempore, in the^two following 
Monkifti rhimes. » • 

Ad turrim fprtem ducamus caute cohortem. 
Per Chrifti fortem, mcrucrunt hi quia mortem. 

5bn 
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Ton of that Donald who had fought the battle a. d. 1427, 
of Harlaw, and his mother, the heirefs of that 
great earldom. Perhaps the power of that 
nobleman was his chief crime. He had obtain- 
ed peaceable poiTeifion of his earldom, and, as 
we have feen, he was one of the affizers who 
late upon the duke of Albany and his fons ; nor 
do I perceive, that he was charged with any un- 
lawful correspondence, or afts of treafon. He 
was, however, fent prifoner to Perth, where fe- 
veral mi£demeanours were proved againft hin?; 
but as they were not more heinous than thofe 
commonly pra£Ufed by other chieftains, he re- 
ceived his pardon, and James difmiffed him with 
repeated and kind admonitions for his future 
amdndment The affront which the earl had 
received, funk, however, (as we ihall fee in the 
fequel) more deeply in his mind than the king's 
admonitions. 

The hoftages in England remained all this Taximpofcd 
time, without any effectual meafure being taken ingthchS- 
for their deliverance. The fuccefs of the audi*- '*^"' 
tors appointed to receive the taixes impofed for 
redeeming them, after the firft year of. their col- 
ledipn, had proved but indifferent. The com- 
mon people, upon whona the weight of the tax- 
ation fell, exclaimed againft it, and jemon- 
ftrated upon their inability to difcharge their 
affeffments. There was, it is true, great plenty 
of com, and the other neceffaries of life, in the 
. Vol. la Ss king- 
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A. D. 1417. kingdom; but they could not convert tliem in- 
to the ready money, in which the payments muft 
be made ; nor do I find that more than four 
hundred and fifty ttierks had yet been paid; a 
proof that the neceflSities of James had obliged hitti 
to convert part of the money that had been raif- 
ed to his own ufe. As it \t^as provided by the 
treaty, that the hoftages might be relieved, 
from time to time, by others of the fame rank 
and fortune; the following had been fent to 
England in exchange for others of the fa^ie 
quality, Patric, fon and heir of the earl of March, 
John Montgomery of Ardroffan,Robert Stuart of 
Lorn, Thomas Hay of Yefter, William Borthwic 
elder, Adam Hepburn of Hales, Norman Lefly, 
George Lyle, and Andrew Keith of Inverrugy. 
In the fame manner, the earls of Sutherland and 
Menteith, Ogilvy, the fon and heir of the fheriff 
of Angus, William Wallace, John Kennedy of 
Blatharn, William Douglas of Hawthornden, 
Walter Fenton, William Douglas of Drumlan* 
rig, Henry Douglas of Lochlevin and Logton, 
and Malcolm *^eming, fon and heir of Malcolm 
Fleming of Cumbernald, were fent to England 
^ in November 1427 ; as were a great many more 
of the furnames of Meldrum, Stirling, Gordon, 
' Colvil, Kinloch, Bailie, Weems, Cathcart, Stra- 
ton, Cunningham, Kinnaird, Scot, Ramfay, Gra- , 
ham, Crawfurd, Towres, and Fenton, in June 
1432. It may be here proper, once for all, to 

obfcrve, 
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obferve, th^ fome of thofe noblemen and a. d. 1427. 
gentlemen, who fo generoufly pledged their li* 
berties for that of their fovercign, lay in dur^nc? 
during all the reign of James. The crown-reve- 
•jaues had been fo miferaMy diflipated, that it 
was impradlicable to raife their ranfom from 
them; and, notwithftanding the confifcated 
eftates had lately devolved to the king, it was 
with difficulty that he coiiild keep up the face 
of civil governnient, or the dignity of his fta- 
tion. It was in vain to have recourfe to the 
tax that had been impofed ; for the lower peo- 
ple declared that they neither could, nor would^ 
pay it ; and the colIecHon of it was therefore 
fufpended, to prevent a civil war. 
James, to put the beft face he could upon his T'*"^«*;\ 

... r tion« with 

inability to malf,e the ftipulated payments, fent^ Engiajid, 
this year, the bifhop of Murray, who had like- 
wife a church-living in England^ to complain to 
the regency there of certain infradions of the 
truce, and urging that, having concluded a per- 
petual peace with the late king of England, 
Henry the fifth, the fame raight take place. 
This was a very extraordinary allegation,, and 
it feems, in fact, to have been inv^ntjed by James, 
to ferve a prefcnt purpofe. It was jtr^ated, how- 
ever, very ^rioufly by the Enjgliih council ; and 
two very polite letters were fent, in the qaoje ^ 

• -KT Rjrmer, ¥01, 

of young Henry, to James, the one m Novem- u. p. 3S1. 
ber, and the other in Decepiber, addreffed tp 
S s 2 . the 
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A. D. 1417. « the moft high and potent prince James, by 
the grace of God, king of Scotland." They 
contained fome flight complaints, that the debt 
due from James had not been paid ; and de- 
manded that certain Englifti prifoners, who 
had been taken in a Spanifli fliip on the coaft of 
Ireland, and brought to Scotland, might be fet 
at liberty. That James was not in earneft in 
the embafly he fent by the bifliop of Murray, 
appears by his renewing the league between 
France and Scotland in the beginning of the 
Ma8. yc^r 1428, though the truce with England was 
not yet expired. It muft be acknowledged, that 
the conduct of James, on this occafion, is un- 
. accountable. The moft probable conje6hire is, 
that he fent the bifliop in quality of little bet- 
ter than a fpy, to find out whether he had 
grounds to apprehend any thing from the Eng- 
lifli, or whether they intended to fupport the earl 
of Rofs, who was beginning to renew his rebel- 
' lious practices. 
Marriage of In rcfum for thc good faith fliewn by James 
and the^ *" towards the French court, that king, this year, 
Scotland'' fent the archbifliop of Rheims, the firft peer of 
agreed Oil. ^pj-^^jj^c, and Johu Stuart of Damley, earl of 
Dreux in the fame kingdom, to draw the bands 
of alliance more clofe between the two nations. 
The Scotch auxiliaries, who had ferved fo. 
bravely and faithfully in France, were,, by this 
time, worn out, or cut off; and Charles had no 

pro* 
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profpeft for prcfervipg even the remnant of his a. 0.14*1, 
dominions he ftill poflfeffed, but from Scotland. 
His ambaffadors, therefore, were charged to 
propofe a marriage between James's young 
daughter, Margaret, and the dauphin, after- 
wards Lewis the eleventh; and that her for- 
tune fliould confift only of fix thoufand men, 
who were to attend her to France, and enter 
into the fervice of Charles, who at the fame 
time obliged himfelf, on his part, Firft, That Aher- 
if the princefs Margaret fliopld, by his deceafe^ 
and in right of her hufband,,the dauphin, come 
to be queen of France, her dowry fhould be as 
xonfiderable as any queen of France had ever 
enjoyed. Secondly, That if fixe fliould never 
come to be queen, in that cafe flie fliould have 
a dowry of fifteen thoufand livres. Thirdly, 
•That if the dauphin fliould chance to die be- 
fore the confummation of the intended mar- 
riage, then a fecondfon of France, or the next 
heir to the crown, fliould marry the faid prin- 
cefs Margaret, if alive at the time ; if not, her 
fecond fiflier, who alfo failing by death, the 
third, and fo on ; provided that both parties 
were within feven years of age to one another* 
Fourthly, That in cafe of the dauphin's death, 
ag above, the king of France fliould give to 
princefs Margaret, for her charges and lofs, the 
' fum of forty thoufand crowns of gold. Laftly, 
That , if either of the kings of Scotland or 
France fliould fail in the performance of their 

re- 
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A. D. 1428. refpeftive obligations, Ui€ party-breaker fliouM 
pay to the party-obferver, or willing to obferve, 
the fum of one hundred thouCand crowns. 
Smbafliet I^ mufk be o\iiied, that this was a very a^^ 
li^wCni* vantageous treaty ; but we are to confider, at 
the fame time, that when it was made, Charts 
had but an indifferent profpeci: of 6vcr being 
abk to fulfil it. With regard to the au:!(iliarLes» 
James could be under no difficulty to furnjjb 
tfeem, as they were to be maintained by the 
French king, and as he was at .peace with Eng- 
land. On the twenty-feventh of July, the king 
and queen of Scotland, the princes of Jameses 
blood, with the prelates and noblemen of the 
kingdom, fwore to the observance of the new 
treaty between France and Scotland, and likc- 
•wife to that of all the treaties, confederacies, 
"aTliances, and unions formerly concluded be- 
tween the two kingdoms ; and that in prefenos 
of tbe French ambaffadors. It being neceffary 
"that Charles &ould take the like oath, James 
appointed the bifhop of Aberdeen and Sir Pa- 
tric Ogil vy , the fheriff of Angus, to repair as hts 
ambaffadors to France; which they accordahg- 
ly did with the French ambaffadors, and arrived 
^towards the end of 06lober atXhinon, where 
Charles then Kept his court, and where he took 
the required oath. In November following, 
Charles beftowed upon James, and Jiis heirs 
male, the county of Xaintonge, and the lord- 
fhip of Rochfort on the Charente, with the pri- 
vilege 
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vilege of him and his heirs performing their ^•^* ^^^ 
homage, as peers of France, by deputies of 
their own kindred, Charles, however, referred 
to himfelf a power, if he thought proper, of 
re-annexing thofe cftates to his own crown, 
after driving the Englifh out of his kingdom ; 
but, in that cafe, he was to give to the king of 
Scotland either the dukedom of Berry, or the 
county of Evrtux. 

Before I take my leave of the tranfafHons of Rcprefenti- 
this year, I am to obferve, that the leffer ba- baTons^n*' 
rons continued ftill to be members of parlia- imiodwS, 
ment, where they complained of their attend- 
ance as an intolerable grievance; and indeed 
their numbers would have made that meeting 
fo very tumultuous, that there is reafon to be- 
lieve few or none of them ever attended it, but 
that they left the affairs of the nation to be 
managed by the prelates and the greater ba- 
rons* The reprefentation of the commons had 
been long known in England, and Robert the 
firft had introduced (as I have already men; 
tioned) that of the boroughs into Scotland. 
It is peculiar to our hiftory, that we know of 
no altercations ever happening between the 
kings of Scotland and their parliaments, or great 
councils. Several plaufible arguments have 
been advanced to account for this ; but I believe 
it was in fome meafure owing to the king, af- 
fifted by the clergy, being always able to throw 
the fcale wherever they lent their weight, in 

the 
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A. D. 1428. the parties that generally divided a feudal ftat^^ 
particularly, that, of Scotlsind. Another caufe 
might have operated fiill more powerfully. 
The kings of Scotland, as I have often ob- 
feryed, moft undoubtedly were, controulable 
by their great council or parliament ; and in 
matters of fo great importance as might unite 
all the laity, the kings might not think proper 
to difagree with their parliaments, even tho* 
they had the clergy on their fide. James i^as 
fo good a politician, that he fupplied the palaces 
of his leffer barons in parliament by agreeing, 
either this or the preceding year, to their being 
reprefented by one or more being chofen out of 
their own number, thro' every county. 
Tranf. '^^^ engagements of James with the French 

]^!i^'*"'* court alarmed that of England fo much, that 
the latter demanded a conference between 
James and cardinal Beaufort, upon the borders 
of the two kingdoms. James was to be at- 
tended by a thoufand horfe.* The cardinal had 
lately been declared by the pope general of a 
crufade againft the Bohemian heretics, but in 
reality he was to be employed in France. He 
propofed to raife ten thoufand men ; but the 
council of England had infifted that he ihould 
have a previous meeting with the king of Scot- 
land, to know how he Hood difpofed towards 
preferving the truce. It is certain, that the 
cardinal obtained a fafe-conduct in February 
^^""im. ^29* Whether the interview took place does 

not 
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not appear^ though J am apt to think that it A,p.i4aji 
4idls thcn^ or a few weeks after; for one o£ 
the cardinal's arguments with James was a cafe 
of cpnfbience. He pleaded, that, unlefs he 
would prqmife to obferve the truce, he coul4 
not fafely undertake the^ cnif*ade againft the he* 
retics. James, who had never dreamed of 
breaking with the Frc>n?h> very readily granted 
;iU he de^fired ; and the r^tber» as his ;|Uy, Charles 
the feventh, was ftill vi&orjiQus oyer the Eng- 
liih. 3ut I ^m naw to riecQpnt the operations 
pf the Scots in France. 

The earl of Saiybury, the moft fuocefsfiil of Th; scott 

defeated ia 

the Englifli generals, had \>etfi killed while hp France. 
was befieging Orleans ; and h^ wais fucceede^ 
in his command by the earl of Suffolk, under 
whom the lord Talbot and Sir John Faftolf 
ferved as Ue)itenant*g^nerals. I ihall not enter 
into a detail of that fieg^, farther than as it is 
conneded with my hiftory. After the jun<9ion 
of the Engltfli and B^rgu^dian forces, the loj(s 
of Orleans feemed to ^e fo inevitable, unlefs 
well fupplied, that Qaucourt the governor ef- 
caped to Chinon, where Charles ftill relide4> 
and laid before hifn the neceflity of an imme- 
diate fupply of men and provifions. Charles 
promif^ both, but as he was engaged againft 
an adive, intrepid^ enemy, the fuccefs pf the 
convoy was extremely dubious ; and at laft it 
was committed to William Stuart, a Scotch of- 
ficer of great reputatv»» a,t (he h^^.of a thou- 
Vol. III. Tt fand 
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A. D. 1419. fand Scotfmen. Before this time, a ftrongf 
body of the Scots had been introduced hitof 
Orleans, where they gained immortal honour 
by the defence of that city ; and Stuart, by the 
excellent difpofitions he made, and dividing 
his men into fmall parties, gave fo feafonable 
an alarm to the Englifh camp, that Gaucourt 
had an opportunity of throwing himfelf and 
the convoy into Orleans. The vaft number^ 
of mouths within that city foon devoured the 
fupply, great as it was; and Charles formed 
a defign of furprifing Faftolf. The count dc 
Clermont and the famous count de Dunois 
were to execute this projeft; and they accord- 
ingly attacked the Englifh at Rouvray St. Den- 
nis. Faftolf was deftitute of artillery, and nei- 
ther count Clermont nor his foldiers chofe to 
engage. The barricade which Faftolf had form- 
ed was, however, cannonaded ; and the breach 
being made, the Scots undertook to attack it, 
under Stuart and his brother. The count de 
Dunois, who was by far the beft general Charles 
had, did not quite approve of their forward- 
nefs; but the intrepidity with which ,they 
marched to the charge was fuch,that he thought 
it would be infamous to fufFer fo many brave 
men to be facrificed, and he moved to fupport 
them with the fmall detachment he command- 
cd. llie count of Clermont, and the maih 
body of the French, kept all this time at a diT- 
tance ; £0 that the EnglHh were fuperior to the 

Scots 
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Scots and French who attacked them ; an4 by a. 0.1419. 
their archers and heavy arme4 troops the af- 
failants were repulfed, wjbile the count of Cler- 
mont, with all the cavalry, in which the ftrength 
of the French army confifted, gallopped oft 
leaving Faftolf in poffeffion of the field. The. 
two brave Stuarts were killed, and about five 
hundred of the Scots. Abcrcromby, by mif- 
take, fays, that the two Stuarts were Darnley 
and his fon. 

This defeat, at fo critical a junfture, threw 
Charles and his little court into greater defpon- . 
deqcy than ever. Charles propofed to retire 
to Dauphiny; but he was diverted from that 
inglorious refolution by queen Mary of Anjou, 
and his generous miftrefs Agnes Sorel. This 
event falls in with the courfe of our hiftory, as- 
it produced the marriage^embafly I have men- 
tioned. A difference that happened between 
the dukes of Burgundy and Bedford, and the 
miraculous fucceffes of the maid of Orleans, 
retrieved the aflFairs of Charles in a manner 
foreign to this hiftory. The Englilh were- de- 
feated at Patay, where the brave lord Talbot 
and the lords Scales and Hungerford were 
made prifOners. Upon this, the troops of the 
cnifiide, under cardinal Beaufort, were em- 
ployed in France ; but Charles was crowned at 
Rheims, and the growing diffenfions . of the 
Englilh council was of the utmoft fervicc to his 

Tt2 aflRurs; 
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A.D.t4H. afiairs ; fo that the dnke 6f Burgundy aild TStf 

at laft, agreed to a truce, 
vartiicr Jattics was lu uo huny to fulfil his engage- 

franfaaioiif meuts with the court of France, becaufc the 

with that ' 

<kim^ truce he had entered into with England was not 
yet expired. It is very remarkable, that in the 
late treaty between him and Charles, the auxili- 
a'ries are mentioned only as attendants upon the 
future dauphinefs, who did not, as we Ihall fte 
in the courfe of this hiftory, fail for France tiU 
fbme years after, fo very piln<^ilious was James 
in obferving his engagements with the Englifh. 
The Scotch hiftorians have mentioned only nine 
hundred and fifty marks of his coftage-tiaoney 
having been paid ; but in this, I apprehend, 
there muft be fome mifiake, occafioned by mif« 
laying the receipts, the copies of two only for 
that fum having come to our hands ; for the 
Engliih hiftorians intimate, that James, at this 
time, was very regular in his payments ; and we 
find that part of the Scotch coftage-money was 
appropriated by the council of England to the 
payment of the army in France, and the sCX- 
pences of young Henry's coronation there. The 
more unprofperous the Engliih affairs were in 
France, the greater degree of tranquility Scot- 
land enjoyed; and we find, that in the year 
14JO. 14305 the truce between James and England 
was prolonged. The capture and death of the 
maid of Orleans ferved only to render Charles 

the 
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die AOtt follicitons to oblige and carcfs his a.d.hso' 
Scotch allies. He augmented their guard about 
his peribil, both as to its ntimbers and privi- 
leges ; and I find, that it was at this time com- 
xhanded by cm Robert Patillock, or Pitillo, 
one of their own countrymen, who was fo 
dJftlnguiflied by his exploits againft the Eng- 
lilh in Ouienne, that he was commonly called 
the litde king of Gafcony. 

About this time, it was found expedient to ma wHh 
reftify fbme diforderi, that, notwithftanding *°'**^ 
the great care taken by both xiations to prc- 
ferve the truce, had crept into the borders. 
For this purpofe the bifliop of Carlifle, the earls 
of Northumberland and Salifbury, and other 
perfons of diftinftion, were named commiffion- 
ers on the part of England ; while thofe for 
Scotland were, John bilhop of Glafgow, and 
chancellor of Scotland? Alexander bilhop of 
Galloway ; Sir John Forrefter, baron of Lib- 
berton ; Mr. William Fowles, keeper of the pri- 
vy-feal ; Sir Patric Dunbar, Sir Thomas Kirk- 
patric. Sir John Cockbum, and Mr- John Sche- 
vez. The firft place of their meeting was at 
Handenftank, and the next at Clagmabouftan ; 
and it was agreed, that all wrongs committed 
by either nation fliould be redreffed ; that fliips, 
and all effeAs, injurioufly feized, fliould be re- 
ftored to their legal owners. Courts of confer^ 
vators, or arbitrators of th^ peace, who were 
^to determine all border-difFerenccs- between the 

;"^ two 
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A. D. 143a two kingdoms, were likewife eftabliihed ; thofe 
for Scotland being Sir Thomas Fitzpatric, Sir 
Patric Dunbar, Mr. Thomas Rule, and Mr, Da- . 
v}d Hume. 
The carl of ' The earl of Rofs was all this time harbouring: 
J^/"^ in his breaft the thoughts of vengeance for his, 
imprifonment; but I do not find that he was. 
abetted, ad ufual, by the court of England ; for. 
he depended^ on this occafion, entirely upon his^ 
iflanders, and tenants in Rofs-fhire. James, 
who kept an eye upon his condud, had -fent 
him repeated admonitions to deiift from hi& 
feditious practices, but all to no piarpofe ; for 
towards the end of the laft year, he burnt the 
town of Inverncfs, and attempted the caftle 
likcwife, becaufe it had been the place of his 
imprifonment. He was then at the head of ten 
thoufand men; but James well knowing that 
he forced many of them into his fervice, marched 
againft him at the head of his north-country 
fervants; and the clans Cattan and Cameon, 
feparating from the earFs army, immediately 
ranged themfelves undier the royal banners. 
The earl, upon this, retired to Lochaber, and 
then to the Ifles,. to which the king could not 
Aber. purfue him. This year, however, James, in 
«««»ky« imitation of what was commonly pradifed int 
England, prevailed with his parliament to paft 
an aft, .by which all the barons and lords whofc 
lands were contiguous to the weftern fea, but 
■lore efpecially fuch as had inheritances over^ 

againll 
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tgainft the Ifles, were comxxunded to fit out a A.P.MS09 
certain number of galiies, conformably to the 
tenor of their holdings^ by the month jof May 
1431. 

Thofe vigorous meafures daunted the haughty 
lord of the Iflesi and he employed private agents 
to make his peace with James, who would heat 
of no terms of that kind, unlefs the earl ihoutd 
abfolutely and unconditionally throw himfelf 
at his feet j which he at laft refolved to do. 
Accordingly, he came privately to Edinburgh^ 
and while the king and queen were at their de- 
votion,- in the church of Holyrood-houfe, he 
prefented himfelf before James, dreft only in 
his ihirt and drawers, and offering to the king 
his naked fword; The queen and the nobility 
interceding, James granted hi^^ his life, but feutwp*- 
ordered him to be fent prifoner to the caftle of 
Tantallon, while his mother was fliut up in 
the ifland of Inchcolm, lying in the FortL How 
far any of the other great fubjecls of Scot- 
land were concerned with the earl of Rofs in^ 
his pradices, does not appear j but that we have 
very imperfeS: accounts of this reign, is proved 
from oiir ignorance of the offences, committed 
by the earl of Douglas and Sir Gilbert Kennedy, 
the king's nephew, who were arretted much 
about this time; the former fent prifoner to 
.Lochlevin, and the other to Stirling-caftk f. 

• Bower fays, that this Kennedy's name was James, who was 
afterwsurds the celebrated bifhop of St. Andrew's j but does not 
mention bis offence. 

It 
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A.D.i4t9. It is probable their offisnces, at kaft that of the 
former, was but flight; for the queen being 

T^of bom brought to bed the iixjteeath of Oftobcr 14301* 
of twins, Alexander, who died foon after, and 
James, who fucceeded to the crown, the earls 
of Rofs and Douglas, accoridiAg to Bower, ob^ 
tained their pardons ; but he teHs us, that bif 
Ihop Kennedy remained in coxifin«inieRt 

The birth of the ropil twtns'was fo agreeable 
to James, that he knighted £&y young gentkt 
men xipon the occafion ; and to prove that he 
was thoroughly reconcikd to the earl of Dou- 
glas, that nobkman p9:^fented them at the font 
Scotland had, by this time, pardy recovered 
it&lf from its hideous ftate at the timeofjames^^ 
refloration ; for on the fifteenth of D&ober, in 
a parliament at Perth, a new fubfidy, notwxth^ 
fianding the bad fuccrfs of the former, wasinip 
pofed upon all theiands in the Idngdom. The 
railing this fubfidy was conuxtitted to inferior 
colle£i:ors; but they were accountable to the 
abbots of Balmerino and St Colm, Sir John 
Scrimgeour, and John Fi^Fe, a citizen of Aber- 
deen ; and the money was depofited in a cheft, 
of which each of the auditors 'had a key ; but 
the cheft itfelf was lodged in St Andrew's, un- 
der the care of the biihop and prion The 
money was to be appropriated, in the firft 
place, to the fuf^reffion of the jnfiirreftioxis 
which were then raging in the North, and 
then to the exigencies of the public. In the 

mean 
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mean time, the bifliop of Glafgow, chancellor, a.d. 1451. 
^Sir John Foitefter, chamberlain. Sir William tion. 
Fowlis, keeper of the privy-feal, anc^ Sir Wal- ^bcr- 
ter Ogilvy, mafter of the houlhoU, met with ^J^^; ' 
the biihop of Carlifle, the earl of Northumber- 
land, arid others; and on the firft of May^ 
1431, agreed to the prolongation of the truce 
tfll the firft of May, 1436. The confervators of 
it, on the part of Scotland, were the earls of 
Athol, Angus, March, and Crawford, the lord 
confiable, James Douglas of Balyeny, James 
Douglas of Dalkeith, Thomas lord of Somer- 
wel, Walter lord of Dirlton, John Forrefter of 
Corilorphin, and Herbert lordof Maxwel. Thofe 
for England were the duke of Gloucefter, the 
carls of Warwic, Northumberland, Sarum, and 
Weftmoreland, the lord Willoughby, Sir Ro- 
bert Umfraville, and others. The conclufion 
of this truce left James at liberty to turn his at- 
tention entirely to fupprefs the diforders of the 
highlanders in the North. Tlie elan Cattans, '^^^ ^«^»^ 
or Mackintofhcs, had quarrelled with the Ca- 
merons, and fought on Palm-Sunday with fuch 
aaimoiity, that they almoft externiihated each 
other. The earls of Caithnefs and Marr were 
then the royal lieutenants in thofe parts, and 
marched to Lochaber to defend it from an in- 
vafion threatened by one Donald Balloc, a kinf- 
man and kind of deputy to the earl of Rofs. 
He thought the honour of his family wounded . 
by that earl's impri(onia£nt ; and^ inftead of 
Vol- III. y Ji fufl'cr^ 
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A«D.i43i. fuflfering the king^s lieutenaats to attack^lum.ii|. 
the IflesK he pafled over to, the continent to. off 
ferthem battle. The two earls, defgi^ng.thQ. 
nvimberand difciplineof his.nien| wereXoH^tla 
upon their gnard, that they fuffimd^them^^ 
to he fnrprifed and defeated by, the rph^ Thg 
earl of Ca|thnq(99 and fixteen g^xxtlemc^, w^tb 
a coniidcrable Aumber of commQq.mpp, YT^ce 
kUled, and the eaf 1 of M^rr wa3^ pl:(liged to fy^yc 
himfelf by^fligh^ DpAald, naturally \fi^pe afi^* 
bloody, became more fp by this sidya^^ge. He; 
deftroyed I^oc^aber and the ndghboioripgcou^^i 
try with fire and fwprd, and^ accordwg to xt^^ 
authorities, Japie^ took the field in. perfi)AtC(. 
fupprefs hiiu ; upon which, he put b|9 pliindcgT; 
on board his. gallie?, and fent it to^ Jthe Ifl^^ 1% 
happened luckily for the country^ thji.t tbofe, 
robbers, or rather their heads, agreed amongft^. 
themfelves in nothing bat the pripciplAof p]j>nt 
der. No fooner did they hear of James betAg 
on his ma^ch, anVl that he was uqw, provided, 
by the affiftance of his parl^ment, with a nufix^ 
b§r of Ihipjs, money, and every thing. thft^ could 
eAable him to defeat and pwiiih thj^, xcibels^ 
than their chiefs threw themfelves at his feet^ 
ai}d implored his pardon*. Jvues had : lus , rea-* 
fons for not pulhing them to e^stremities. He 
obliged them to give him hoftagcs for tbe per-.. 
formance of their.duty, and to apprehend and. 
bring in prifoners about three himdred of the. 
naoftu notoriqus .jcrinodnals in ^theic followings, 
• i ndiom 
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^tiAtom he imAedratcly drdefed to be hanged a. 0.1431. 
%td gifibetted. 

BaHbc, beingtiilis deferted by his confede- Deithof 
rates, fled to Ireland, where he was for fome b^ 
iime protedM 6y a chieftain, one Odo; but 
JttA(is ^rcqtiinbg him to give up his rebel, Odo, 
Vhb xbiifidered the king Of Scotland as his 
iiieiKi'ahxl kinfman^ if not his fovereign. Cent 
ithn Donald'^ head. Amongft the other capi-* 
tal robbers whoiubmitted at this time to James, 
>)v^re Angus Duff and Angus Murray, irrecon* 
xtlbable ehemieis to each odier in eveiy refpeft 
))btaAs of violence ^nd pillage. James par* 
doii6d tliem, and m^de the one his ih/^rument 
to deflroy the other. Each had, at leaft, fifteen 
hundred followers; and Duff no fooner ob- 
tained his liberty, than he refumed his prafticcfs 
of robbing and plundering. James gave his 
rival Murray a commiilion to fupprefs him; 
and M buff, who refided in Strathem, was 
driving his booty homewards from Caithnefs 
and Murray, he was overtaken by Murray ; and 
fo defperate an encounter enfued, that of the 
one party no more than nine, and of the other 
only twelve, furvived. Bower does not men- 
tion the king marching in perfon againft thofe 
robbers; but he tells us, that the winter of thii 
year was fo fevere, that it killed the cattle in 
the houfes as well as the fields. 

The tranquility of Scotland being in a great ui** 
meafure rc-eflablilh^d, James found himfelf too tioai tnd 

Uu2 Brmlj^:^'' 
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A. D. 1432. firmly feated on the throne to fear any difk* 
greeable confequences from an exam^iation 
into the proceedings of the late regency, par- 
ticularly with regard to the earldom of March. 
I have already given an account of that noble- 
man's revolt, the provocations he received on 
his return to his duty, and likewife of his be- 
ing reftored to his eftate. James pretended^ 
that the regency had no power to pardon his 
rebellion, and to reinftate him; and fending 
him prifoner to the caftle of Edinburgh, he or- 
dered the chancellor, William Crichton, tEc 
carl of Angus, and Sir Adam Hepburn of 
Hales, to take poffeffion of the caftle oiF Dun- 
bar, which they accordingly did without op- 
♦ pofition. This was a fevere, if not an arbitrary, 
proceeding; but James was refolved to juftify 
it by law. He fummoned his parliament tq 

,^jj. meet at Perth, on the tenth of January, when 
the fame day, the abbots of Scone and St. Colfn, 
Mailer John Stuart, provoft of Methven, Ro- 
bert Stuart of Lorn, Thomas Somerwel of 
Somcrwel, Walter Haliburton, John Spence of 
Perth, Thomas Chalmers of Aberdeen, jmd 
James Parklie bf Linlithgow, were unanimoufly 
elected , and fworn, to hear and report all caufe? 
and controverfies which were to be jnoved or 
iafifted upon, during that feffion. This pre- 
vious inftitution is the firft of the kind I meet 
with in Scotland, and probably gave rife to 
that of the Iprds of the articles, who afterwards 

became 
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l>ecame fuch iHJlruments of tyranny in Scot- A.p.t433. 
land. James feems to have borrowed it from of tht^. 



the Englilh parliament, where, on the firft 
day of the feifion, a certain number of mem- 
bers were appointed, under the name of triers. 
Upon the whole, I am inclined to confider the 
inftitution as. an innovation introduced by the ^ 

prerogative, on pretext that a military aflem- 
bly, fuch as the parliament of Scotland for- 
merly was, could not fparc time to enter upon 
a minute detail of civil bufinefs ; and therefore 
it was proper to fave the members trouble, by 
cutting off all unneceffary altercations, and 
preparing a ftate of the matters that were to 
come before them. Whether the kinr himfelf 
nominated thofe articulars (as they were after- 
wards called) does not evidently appear. I am 
inclined to think he did, and that they were 
afterwards approved of by the affembly; but 
be that as it may, the inftitution was equally 
abfurd as it was arbitrary. 

The great queftiour that came before tins its procedi- 
parliament was, ** Whether the regency of *"•'* 
Scotland could legally repeal the late earl of 
March's attainder ?" I cannot, however, help 
obferving, that James had already prejudged 
the queftion ; for he had not only feized the 
earl's caftle and eftate, but had deprived him 
of his liberty and title, being forced to anfwcr 
by the name of Sir George Dunbar. His advo- 
cates urged the pardon th^t had been granted 

him 
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^D.H»- itiin by the late regent, 1;i*6 »firto'^n the %• 
preme magiftrate of Scodand; ^tit flle crown 
lawyei*s (and I ato apt to l^eBcVe fliify titerc'^ 
the right) pleaded, that thcregent had iib ftdh 
power, and that his pardon <^otdd have no va- 
lidity, unlels direded dr ^coiifirmed hfy l!he £6* 
v^lrdgn, whofe prerogative alone it was^o par- 
don traitors. They fliewed, fliat the earl of 
^MarcVs cftate, hy his rebellion, became afitu* 
allypartof thecrowir-ltfnd, from -tirhich the re- 
cent had no power to fever it, efpcciafiy during 
iismaftcr's minority; and'tha't all the refump- 
'tions that had been made %bde the return b'f 
Jam^s, proceedednponthat lAinciple. iThe plead- 
ings beitig finished, the affembly pronounced fen- 
tenceby the mouth of their dempfter (an antient 
oiEce ftill remaining in the criminal courts of 
Scotland) ** That by reafon of the forfeiture of 
Oeorge Dunbar, fometime earl of March and 
lord of Dunbar, the earldom of March, lord- 
ihip of Dunbar, and all the other lands which 
the faid George had held of the crown of Scot- 
land, did and do belong to the king who now 
is, both as to the right of propriety and poffef- 
JGion-'^ Such was the decifion of the Scotch par^ 
liament on this deUcale affair; and though t 
think James was well founded in the profccu- 
tion, yet the manner of his carrying it on, by 
giving the fanftion of law to a cafe which he 
had already prejudged by his power, was a dan- 
gerous precedent. On the other hand, we arc 

to 
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to CQDiider^ that tko Huiatian of the earl of- A4«,j4«i^ 
March's ei^Atein. the neighbourhood of £ngland« 
e^)Qf$;4; it9 poSefior. to . prodigiouft. temptations 
£(iVitfi\f^imgi and a pri^iceleiajesdousiof hispre^ 
rQgaii]iF€i thw James was^ would bay« purfued: 
the«£^ne meafwes fof annexing it to hisxxown. 

jame^i to ihew that his proceedings/ againfi; Modemioii 
the Cftrl Q£Marcfc tpok their.rife fooai a^kind of> '^^*^'* 
pplitiqtlciiKeflityi iiQinjiedi^tdy c]:!MtQd' him. earl, 
of 3ncba{v the French jconftal^ of thatjiaae^be*. 
ingcdea^'^thoiit mak h^rs* ThcLlifirs ,of Scob- . 
la^ hpwjeiver^ generally fuffieriog^ the great fie& . 
tct^deiqend to fen^^J^s^ and: the coaftahLe having 
lejFt .behiq4 I^ni a daughter, , who was afterwards . 
Slurried riotQ the.hpu£p of W;inton» itis haxdto^ 
fiy^ wheJthfT.ths title and.eftatc reverted to the 
cvQwn by, the; co^ftaiJfe dying without male 
hfir^^ or whether. Jam^ did not take it. into bis 
oy&L h^ndy as thinking that the regent had no / 
right to beftow fuch a^fief en his fon^ I men« 
tion this particular, to ihew the reader the fun< 
damental principles of James's government, in 
which he is julHfiable. , The regent dukes of 
Albany, as appears from the arrogance of their 
titles, which I have fpecified, had undoubtedly 
encroached upon the prerogative. It is true, 
that James was a prifoner ; but we are to ob* 
ferve, at the fame time, that after he came to 
years of difcretion he exercifed.acls of fove- 
reignjty, which were fo far from being difcoun- 
tenanced by the prince in whofe cuftody he was, 

that 
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A.ai433» that he put his fubje£ls to death as tr^tonr^ 

upon pretence. of their not obeyiiig him. 
whore-ia. I have already mentioned, that the eldeft fon 
^^^ of of Robert the fecond, by Euphane Rofs, had 
fciTc^r ^co t)y his father made earl of Strathern, which 
in old records is called a county-palatine ^ ; but 
it was exprefsly provided, that the title fhould 
return to the crowi^, in cafe that prince ihould 
die without heirs male. This proved to be his 
fate ; for he left behind him only a daughter, 
Euphane, who being married to Patric Gria- 
ham, a younger fon of Sir Patric Graham of 
Kincardin, that gentleman took upon himfelf 
the title of Strathern, in which he was imitated 
by his fon Miles, no doubt with the cbnfent of 
the governor; fo rivetted were the Scots of 
thofe days to their notions of female fucceffion 
in the great fiefs and titles. James looked upon 
Graham's afluming that title as being no better 
than an ufurpation ; and he had many other 
reafons for ftripping Graham of his title and 
efiate ; but he gave him in exchange that of 
Menteith and Airth, to the great diffatigfaftion ' 
of the family^ particularly of his uncle Robert, 
who vowed a revenge which he afterwards too 

♦ The meaning of this term is na more than a county, the 
pofTefror of which had the powers of a palace, that is, his ftew- 
^rd» chancellor, and other offices of ftate 5 every county being 
originally fuppofed to htun epitome of the king's court, ta , 
which all of them, however, relieved^ Many earls, or counts, 
were reduced too low to keep up the dignity of palaCtines j but 
in England fome hold that rank tp this day. 

fuc- 
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fticcefsfuUy executed. His difcontept was fo ^ ^« »443» 

public, that he was fumxnoned to take his trial ; 

but he thought fit to abfcond from public juf- 

tice ^. About this time died likewife the earl 

of Marr, who was one of the moft extraordi- Adventure* 

of the earl 

nary perfonages of his time. In his youth" he ofA^arr. 
is faid to have affociated bimfelf to'a gang of 
robbers; but reforming his manners, the vic- 
tory over Donald of the Ifles, as we have al- 
ready feen, was owing to him* He afterwards 
ferved with great honour under the duke of 
Burgundy; and acquiring an immenfe[efia.te, 
he is faid to have married one of the daughters 
of the earl of Holland, and to have claimed, 
in her right, the fovereignty of that country. 
The HoUanders^ recognized Jaqudine, duchefa^ 
of Brabant, as their miilrefs ; but the duchefs 
having made an elopement, and married the 
duke, of Gloucefter, the earl of Marr might 
very probably put in fome claims in right of 
his wife. Being diiappointed, he fitted out a 
iquadron of Ihips, and brought immenfe riches 
into his country,' by cruizing upon the Dutch 
and the Flemifh trade. As his hiftory is fome- 
what dark, I cannot relate all that has been faid 
of him by modern authors. We know enough 
of it, however, to conclude that he was a man 
of great epterprize, both by fea and Is^nd^ as 

. • Bower mentions this Robert Graham t«> have been fonnerljr . 
arrefted and imprifoned in the caflle of Dunbar. 

..Voi;. in, Xx ap- 
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A.D.t4n' appeared from the immeii£e eftate which fell txf 
the crown by his death, though we are certain 
that he left a daughter. 
The hiftorians who are moft prepoflefied in 
cfonduft favour of James's memory, have blamed the 
violence of his proceedings againft his greal 
nobility ; but I do not find that any writer had 
taxed him with invading the conftituti^i, of 
violating the laws. He lived in an age when 
all the fovereigns in Europe complained of tha 
exceffive pride of their great barons ;j and James 
Undoubtedly employed all tht meads in hit 
power to reduce thofe of Scotlaad. It cftniJiQt^ 
at the fame time,, be denied, that kinder hita 
the ftate of the commons was bettered. AmOQg 
Other excellent inftitutiona, he eiHaded fump- 
tuary laws. Both fexes were prohibited from 
tifing any excefs in apparel^ and the ladies of a 
certain rank, particularly, from wearii^ pearL 
The earl of Marr, among the other fervicfes he 
did his country, had introduced into it from 
foreign parts, ftrong and fcrviceable breeds of 
horfes* The ptople came, to be accufiomed to 
a more elegant manner of living, and particu<<; 
kr mention is made of the art of pafiry beings 
in this reign introduced into Scotland; nor do 
P perceive that that kind of luxury was dif- 
countenanced by James, who probably thought 
that it tended to improve agriculture, and the 
rearing of cattle, flocks, and poultry. Mefi- 
4 tion is even made of the large carracs, or mer- 

^ chant- 
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ih^t-ihipsj which at this time traded in the a. d. 1434* 
ports of Scotland firom abroad^and undoubt-* 
edlj occafioned the fumptuary laws I have 
mentioned ; aad which at laft extended to the 
prohibition of gold and iUver lace or Huffs, and 
coftly furs, being worn by inferior degrees. 
It is certain, that the wife government of James 
gave him great reputation in England, and all 
over Europe, at this period, as appears frbni 
the following negociation, which deferves 
more attention than has been paid it by hifto* 
rians. 

James had kept fair with the Court of Eng- Remark- 
land ever fince his return, and under various chtiorwli 
pretexts had delayed the fending his daughter, ^^fi*'"*** 
with her fix thoufand attendants, to France j 
but I am inclined to believe, that James had 
privately, and by degrees, fent them over be- 
fore this time« Be that as it may, it is certain, 
that about the year 1435, the lord Scroop came hss- 
as ambaffador from England to Scotland, to 
propofe a perpetual peace between the two na- 
tions ; in which cafe he was empowered to offer 
reftitution of the cafttes of Roxburgh and Ber- 
wic, and of ail that the Englifh held in Scot- 
land. James ordered his parliament to be fum- 
moned at Perth, where he prefided in his royal 
robes upon his throne, which was placed before 
the g^eat altar of the friars predicant Drum* 
mond of Hawthornden, the elegant but inac- 
curate hiftorian of the five Jameses, has pUt an 
X X 2 eloquent 
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A.v.i^js. eloquent fpeech in the mouth of the lord 
Scroop, who, we arc told, propofed a match 
between his maftcr and the princefs'of Scot- 
land ; and he was anfwered with equal elo- 
quence by the French ambaflador. Both thofe 
fpeeches being evidently fabricated by the hif- 
torian, I fiiall omit repeating them. Aber- 
cromby and other writers are, however, un- 
pardonable in the fuperficial accounts they have 
given us of this important affair. Bower in- 
forms us, that the debates ran very high, and 
that after the votes were collefted, the abbots 
of Scone and St. Colm declared, that James 
could not treat of peace with the crown of 
England, on account of his league with the 
king of France, which had been examined by 
the univerfity of Paris, confirmed by his holi- 
nefs, and lately fworn to by James himfelf. 
This report met with fo ftrong an oppofition 
from another party, at the head of which was 
Fogo abbot of Melros, that the debate was ad- 
journed to next day. Fogo reprefented (and 
I think with great force of truth) that the ar- 
guments of the other two abbots were ill- 
founded ; and that James, by making peace 
with Charles, could not intend to preclude 
himfelf from being at peace /with the king of 
England ; and even went fo far as to fay, that 
the doctrine advanced by the two abbots was 
erroneous and heretical. The fenfe of the af- 
fembly, however, was entiixly againft agreeing 

to 
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to the Englifh propofitions ; and Fogo narrow- a, d. 1435, 
ly efcaped the flames ; for he was cited to ap- 
pear before the abbot of Lindores (whom the 
hiilorian calls the inquifitor of heretics) to an- 
swer for his opinions. 

Bower himfelf, in relating this tranfaftion, which mif- 
feems to be of opinion (and indeed James ap- 
pears to have been, of the fame) that the Eng- 
liih were not fincere in this negociation, and 
that they only meant to difunite the Scots. 
James made no fccret that he approved of his 
parliament's opinion, and that he was refolved, 
in all events, to fulfil, his engagements with 
France, by fending his daughter thither. The 
Englifh, on the other hand, were exafperated 
beyond meafure at the refolution of the Scotch 
parliament ; and it was not long before both 
parties took the field upon the borders. The 
EngUih, at the fame time, put to-fea a confi- 
derable fleet, in hopes of intercepting the in- 
tended dauphinefs, who, with a grand train 
of nobility, prelates, and others, em))arked on 
board a fquadron of forty fliips. The names of 
her chief attendants were, the bifliop of Bre- 
chin, the earl of Orkney, Sir Walter Ogilvy, 
lord treafurer, Herbert Harris, William Stra- 
chan, John Maxwel, William Scot, John Camp- 
bel, Alexander Seton, Henry Graham, Henry 
Wardlaw, knights, and others, together with 
no fewer than an hundred and forty ladies. 
As they fteered their cou^fe by the weftern ' 

coafty 
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A.D.T435. coafty they landed fafely at Hochelle, and ef- 

caped the Englifli fleet, which was beaten by 

that of Caflile, by the English miftaken for 

that of Scotland. The dauphin was them four^ 

teen years of age, and the bride but twelve. 

The proper difpenfatidhs being obtained, the 

royal pair were conduced with great fplendor 

to Tours, where the marriage was fotemnined 

on the fixth of July. 

^ ^ By this time, the Eogliih and the Scots were 

The Scots iu arms on the borders, the Englifli under the 

•t the battle earl of Northumberland, and the Scots under 

of Pop- 

p«deii. Douglas earl of Angus. What the particular 
numbers of each were, does hot appear, but 
both armies met at a place called Popper- 
den, where a defperate engagement followed, 
on the tenth of September. Victory at lalt 
declared itfelf in favour of the Scots ; tho^thc 
particulars of the battle are varioufly related. 
The common accounts mention the Scots hav<» 
ing loft two hundred gentleman and common 
foldiers; and, among others, Alexander EU 
phinfton, a knight of great valour, and the 
head of that family. The fame hiftorians fay, 
that the lofs of the Englifh amounted to fifteen 
hundred, of whom forty were knights. Sir 
Henry Clydifdale, Sir John Ogle, and Sir Ri- 
chard Piercy, were made prifontirs, with four 
hundred others. Bower fays, that fifteen hun- 
dred Englifh were taken prifoners, and not 
above forty killed on both fidCs ; but it h on 

aU 
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all hands allowed, that the Scots were vi^o* a«i>. h3> 
rious. 

The Englifh had now loft Paris, and their Farther «- 
gr^at reputation for valour in t^rance. James in the 
thought that he could not too early avail vtrAmJT 
himfelf of a jundure fo favourable to his views f 
and, in the beginning of the year 1437^ ho 
Jfiormed the deiign of retaking^ Roxburgh and 
Berwic- His hiftorians admit, that his reigtt 
beciame, M this time, unpopular in Scotland ; 
and that he laid hold of the opportunity of a 
war with England to find employment for hin 
difcontented fubjeds. Even his favourite pre* 
late, Wardlaw^bifhop of St. Andrew's, preached 
to his face ^gainfi the excefies and luxurieir 
which his Engli^ education had introduced 
into Scotland ; and befides the {iimptuary laws I 
have already mentioned^ an a(^ of parliament 
pafled, by which all taverns and alehoufes were 
to be ihut up upon the tolling a bell at' nine 
o'clock in the evening, by the magiftrates of 
burghs, who were to forfeit fifty ihillings to 
the king's chamberlain every time they failec}) 
in their duty, James, on the other hand, lart 
boured earncftly to revive tbeantient warlike 
exercifes of his people^ which had, in a great' 
meafure, fallen into difluetude by the introduc- 
tion of gunpowder. An aft pafled^ forbidding- 
the favourite diverfion of football in Scotliand, 
and fubftituting in its [dace that of ihooting 
with bows and. arrows* Evejfy.boy, when he 

came 
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A. D. 1437. came to the age of thirteen, was obliged, at 
ftated times, to praftife archery at certain bow- 
marks, as they were called. By another ad, 
general mufters of all fubjefts, between .the 
ages of fixteen and fixty, (called in England 
Wappinlhawings) was ordered to be made four 
times a year in every iheriflFdom all over the 
kingdom ; and by another ad it was ordained, 
that every fubjed fhould be provided with war- 
like weapons, according to his degree. It wa» 
plain, from all this condud of James, that he 
was refolved to break the feudal connedibi>s 
amoilg his fubjeds, and to give the command 
of the militia to his civil officers The know- 
ledge of this occafioned a deep confpiraey to be 
laid, which ended iri his murder. 

James, drawing together a great army, be- 
ficses Rox. iieged the caftle of Roxburgh ; and from that 
'* ' time he might be feid to have been abandoned 
both by his good fortune and his genius. The 
caftle was bravely defended by Sir Ralph Grey, 
btit was on the point of furrendering, when the 
queen of Scotland arrived in the camp with in- 
telligence to her hufband of a gen^iral confpira- 
ey being formed againft him among the nobi- 
lity. James well knew the caufes of their dif- 
' content; but he aded on this occafion in a 
manner quite irreconcileable to the charader 
of a brave man, and indeed to the principles of 
found policy ; which makes me fufped, that a 
true accouoit of this confpiraey has not come to 

our 
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cur hand, and that it ^as deeper laid than is ^ ^' '*37^. 
generally reported* Without enquiring into 
the truth of his queen's report, he afted as if 
the conQ)irators had been in his own camp; 
for he immediately difinified his army, and 
haftened, with a few chofen domefiics, to his 
favourite retirement of a Dominican con- 
vent at Perth. This precipitate retreat gives 
room to fufpeft, that thofe who afterwards 
murdered hini were not the only confpirators 
in this treafon ; and that they only formed the 
refolution of afiaflinating James, after he had 
difmiiled his army. The confpiracy of eight 
or ten perfons, however great their rank might 
be, unfupported by a force in the field (which 
happened adually to be the cafe) never could 
have induced fuch a prince as James to behave 
in the manner he did ; and the queen's intelli- 
gence muft have arifen from the general difcon- 
tent of the great barons, who faw fome of their 
powers daily wrefted out of their hands. It 
was natural for them, without having any 
thoughts of murdering the king, to have de- 
manded from him a repeal of the a<%s which 
had cut fo deeply into their importance ; and 
no fairer opportunity could be prefented, than 
while they were in the field, each at the head 
of his military tenants ; for James as yet had 
made but very little progrefs in his new fcheme 
of forming the militia. The fudden difmiffion 
VoL.m. Yy of 
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A. D. 1437. of the army, and the king's hafty retreat, ieems 
to have difconcerted them. 
We are therefore to afcribe the tragical 
hu"m«dl fate of James to family^difcontents, in which 
neither the nation, nor the bulk of tha gr^at 
landholders, had any concern. The earl of 
Athol was the youngeft fon of Robert the ft- 
cond, by his fecond wife, Etipbane !Rofe, attd 
had always confidered th« defcendents of that 
princess firft marriage as fpurious. He was 
connefted with Robert Graham, whom I have 
already mentioned to have been difcontented 
on account of his nephew's lofing the eftate 
and honours of Strathern; and the eari of 
AthoPs heir and grand-child, Robert, was one 
of the king^s domeftics. Such were the three 
principal agents in the following cataftrophe. 
Graham had been for fome time at the head of 
a fet of out-laws, a party of whom he is faid 
to have brought down in the dead of night 
to Perth^ where he pofted them in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Dominican convent, where 
James lodged. It is plain, from the mtanner 
in which that prince then lived, that he thought 
all the defigns of the difcontented lords had 
been fruftrated by his fudden difmiffion of the 
army, and his hafty retreat to Perth. He had 
not even referved a body-guard for his perfon, 
and was living in the moft perfed fecurity, 
when one of his cup-bearers, Walter Straton, 
as. the king was at fupper, went to bring 

him 
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him fome wine ; hut perceiving armed meii in a. a 143^ 
his paffage^ planted there by Robert Stuart, who 
had likewife renaoved the bar of the door which 
led to the king's bed-chamber, he gave the 
alarm, but not in time to fave the king. The 
confpirators immediately killed Straton, and 
Catharine Douglas, one of the queen's maids of 
honour, ran to bolt the outer door ; but finding 
the bar gone, flie heroically thruft her arm into 
the ftaple, where the bone was inftantly broken, 
and the confpirators ruflied into the anti-cham- 
ber, after murdering Patric Dunbar "^, a bro- 
ther of the late earl of March, who oppofed 
them. Burfting into the room where the king 
and queen were at fupper, James made all the 
defence he could againil the afl'ailins, and the 
queen received two wounds in interpofing her- 
felf between their daggers and his body. James 
at laft was borne to the ground, and expired 
under twenty-eight wounds, inflicted by the 
aflailins. 

This murder was perpetrated in November 
1437 ; and nothing can be more furprifmg than 
the inaccuracy of the Scotch hiftorians, who 
are not agreed as to the time. Abercromby, 
in endeavouring to correft thofe who went be- 
fore him, has brought^it down to the night 

• Bower fays that, at the time of the king's murder, he was 
in the town of Perth, from whence he ran to refcue the king; 
but coming too late, the afTailiAS diipatched bim, after cutting 
off the fingers of his left hand. 

y y 2 be- . 
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A* D. 1437. tetwcen the twentieth and twenty-firft of Fe- 
bruary, 1438 ; but Mr. Rymer, in His Collec- 
tions, has publifhed a letter from James the 
&cond, dated the laft day of November, 1437, 
and in the firft year of his reign. It is ge- 
nerally agreed, that James the firft was mur- 
dered in the forty-fourth year of his age, and 
the thirteenth of his reign, dating it from his 
reftoration. 
Hiichi- Many are the particulars relating to this 

raacr. prince's charafter that could not be interwoveii 
in a general account of his life. Whoever is 
convcrfant in hiftory may eafily fee, that James 
wanted to throw oflFthe conftitutional reftraints 
upon his prerogative, but to do it in fuch a man- 
ner as to difguife his intentions under the moft 
legal forms. If we are to judge from the tenor 
of his conduft, we muft be of opinion, that he 
had nothing in view but the good of his people. 
His great abilities for government would have 
rendered them happy, had he been defpotic; 
but, as was faid of Auguftus Caefar, he ought 
either to have been immortal, or never to have 
cxiftcd, becaufe a worthlefs fucceffor would 
have cnllaved his people ; and even the acqui- 
fitions of prerogative he made proved danger- 
ous and fatal in the hands of fuch of his pofte- 
jrity as were not endued either with his capacity 
or virtues. The feverity of his government 
would, in fbme inftances, have been inexcuf- 
able, had it not been juftified by the ferocious 

mappera 
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manners of his fubjefts ; a pregnant inftance of A,D.t43r* 
which we have in the perfon of a capital ruf- 
fian in the highlands, who robbed a poor wo- 
man. Upon the villain's refufing her reftitu- 
tion, flie fwore flie would not be fliod (that isi 
flie would not put on fhoes) till flie had com- 
plained to the king ; upon which, the robber 
nailed horfes flioes to her feet and hands. The 
woman recovered of her wounds, and laid be- 
fore James at Perth the treatment flie had met 
with. He immediately ordered the monfter to 
be apprehended ; and being brought to Perth, 
he firft inflicted upon him the torture the wo- 
man had fufFercd, and then ordered him to be 
gibbeted. The method which James had eflra- 
bliflied for bringing capital offenders to jufticc 
was admirable ; for he wrote a peremptory let- 
ter with his own hand, and fealed with a pri- 
vate fignet, to the chief civil magiftrate in the 
neighbourhood where the offence was com- 
mitted, requiring him, on his allegiance, to 
apprehend the criminal, but enjoining him fe- 
crecy till he was in achial cuftody. 

The manner in which James treated the earls 
of Dunbar and Strathern, does grieat honour to 
his firmnefs and moderation after he had car- 
ried his point ; but, as I have already obferved, 
he was not excufable in his previous proceed- 
ings with regard to the former. He confidered 
the fucceflion of females and their defcendents 
to great fee^ as a vaft prejudice to the crown ; 

but 
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A. D. 1437. but he refpefted the old nobility as the princi* 
pal ornaments of his throne, tho' no longer 
than they kept themfelves within the bounds 
of their duty. Bower, who lived at the time, 
tells us, that he knew a great nobleman, and 
a near relation to James, who gave a blow to 
another in the court Th? king ordered the 
offending hand to be ftretched on a table, and 
prefenting a knife to the offended party, or- 
dered him, under pain of death, to nail the 
hand to the table. The queen, her maids of 
honour, the prelates and clergymen interpofed, 
and threw themfelves at the king's feet, where 
he fuffered them to continue for an hour before 
he would pardon the offender, and even then 
he banifhed him from the court 

^^^ I have already mentioned the literary and ci* 

vil accomplifhments of James ; thofeof hisperfon 
were equalled by few. Tho' not quite of a mid- 
dling ftature^ he excelled all his fubjecls in the 
moft robuft exercifes, while he endeavoured to 
foften their manners by introducing the polite 
arts, particularly thofe of pain ting, mufic, and poe- 
try, to their acquaintance. His excellency in all 
the qualities that became a king, is, with great 
Teafon, affignedas the caufe why Henry the fifth, 
while he loved and efteemed his perfon, never 
would grant him his liberty. The peace, or- 
der, and politenefs that reigned in Scotland, at 
the time of his death, are the beft encomiums 
upon his conduft j and his memory receives an 

addi- 
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additional luftre from the miferies that befel a.d.i43> 
Scotland under fome of his fucceffors. The uni- 
verfal deteftation of his murder, and the puniih* 
ment inflicted upon his aflaffins, prove how dear 
he was to his people at the time of his death ^. 

* Abercroniby, auid other Scotch hiftorians, relate the figna( 
pu&ifliment mfli^ied oa the murderers with great delight ; but 
it is too di&greeable a fubjed): to enter into the body of general 
kiftory. *' I am forry (fays Abercromby) that I cannot inform 
my reader by whom the earl of Athol himfelf» and the reft of the 
murderers, were apprehended ; but we are fure tliat fo much dili- 
gence was uiedy that widiinlefs than forty days all the confpiratora 
w«re bro«^ht to Edinburgh, arrained» condemned^ and executed« 
The meaner fort of them, fuch as Chriftopher Clawn or Qi- 
hovuij wei?e hanged on gibbets ; but the earl himfelf, his grand- 
child Robert Stuart, and couila Graham, were proceeded againfi: 
Wth unja^ecedcnted fcvcrity, being julUy adjudged to exquifite 
torments^ and new kinds of death* Some part of three days was 
^Btin tlie execution of Athol. On the firft he was ftripped 
Bftked to his (hirt, fet in a moving cart^ where, a crane being 
^ fixed, bis body was oft^en lifted up by a pully to a great height^ 
and Aewed to the (pedatora^ for ibme time, then fuddenly let 
fall almoHto the ground $ by which means his membft-s were 
miferably disjointed, and his life preferred for more iliame and 
no lefs pain : (or on the fecond day he was placed on. a pillai* in 
the view of the people, and a crown of hot iron fet on bis head, 
with this infcription, " Here ftands the king of traitors.'* 
Thus was his oracle accomplifticd. On the third, being placed 
on an hurdle, he was dragged by horfes through the High-ilrcet 
to the place of execution, where being laid on a plank, firft his 
bowels, then his heart was pulled out, and thrown into a fire. 
Laftly, his head being cut off, was fixed on a pole in the molt 
eminent place of the city, and his body fent in quarters to the 
four chief towns of the kingdom. 

« Robert Stuart, being but a yofung man, and therefore the 
more eafily feduced by the influence of a grandfather, was ufed 
more mildly ; yet though he was fo nearly related to the royal 
family, had not the honour of being beheaded like a perfon of 
quality, but, as one of the meaneft of the people, was hanged and 
quaitered. His quarters were alfo fet up in different towns, as 
ifpe6tacles for the people to gaze at. 

' " Robert Graham, the grand executioner, though not the 
chief contriver of the whole villany, was ufed as his crime de- 

ferved s 
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ArD.r437. It would be unjuft to his memory^ ihould we 
omit the reformation he had introduced into 
his courts of juftice. One was as humane as it. 
is Angular ; for he obliged every advocate who 

fervcd J and I am heartily forry that any one of that furname, to 
whoCe loyalty and prowefs that nation is upon fo many other ac~ 
counts very much indebted, (hould have dcferved fo rigorous 
treatment. He was firft dragged through the ftreets in a cart 
backward, then his hands (thofe facrilegious hands which he 
had lifted up againft his royal mafter, the Lord's anointed) be- 
^ ing fattened in iron hooks, and fixed to a gibbet in the fame 

cart i the moft flefhy parts of his naked body, particularly thofe 
that are moft remote from the vitals or fprings of life, sis the 
legs, thighs, and (boulders, were feared by three executioners 
with burning pincers, and leiiurely burnt to the very bones. 
This done, his body was cut in quarters, and difpofed of as thofe 
of his accomplices. Such was the natural boldnefs or ferocity of 
this perverfe man, that being aiked how he durft offer to kill his 
fevereign, he made anfwer, even when he was under the extre- 
mity of pain, and very near breathing out his \a&, ** That he 
durft leap out of heaven and all its joys into the torturing flames 
of hell/* Yet he is by others faid to have made thb excufe for 
himfelf, that being out-lawed and banifhed by the king, he ceafed 
to be his fubje6^ ; as if the punifhment of former crimes could 
snake after-ones lawful, or the ceafing to be a good fubjed en- 
titled one to be a fovereign ; or rather as if rebellion gave right 
to commit murder, parricide, faciilege, &c. Such a.villanous 
cxcufe was fo far from taking with the people, that the follow-- 
ing rhime, defigned to expreis th^ir abhorrence of the fa6t, be* 
came a proverb among them. 

" Robert Grahmen ^ 

That flew our king, 
God give him fhamen.*^ 

<* ^neas Sylvius, the pope^s nuncio in Scotland at that time, 
and who himfelf was made pope fome years after, faw thofe 
dreadful executions with fome horror, but more admiration, and 
faid, " That he was at a lofs to determine, whether the crime 
opmmittedby the regicides, or the punifhment infli£led upon them 
by the JufUce of the nation, was the greatelt" And this, I take 
it, is a convincing proof, that the nation was very free from the 
leaft imputation of guilt." Abercromby, voU II, p. 308, 309, 
310. 

attended 
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attended at the bar, (called, in the Scotch law, a. d. 1417- 
Foripeak;ers,) to fwear, before they entered 1. 1], c. 19! 
upon any procefs, " That they ihould fay no- 
thing but truth, in order to make it appear fuch 
to the judges : That they ihould not go about 
to corrupt the judges with promifes or bribes : 
That they fliould make ufe of no falfe nor frivo- 
lous arguments ; and laftly. That they ihould 
by no meaiis offer to delay or retard the deci- 
iion of the cafe in debate." James, convinced 
of thofe being fundamental principles in equity, 
reduced them into four monkiih rhimes, that 
it might be the better imprinted on the memo- 
ries of the praftitioners ^. 

In the beginning of, his reign, that he might 
make his fubjects feniible of the inconveniences 
and hardihips of perfonal attendance in parlia- 
ment, he impoied a fine of ten pounds upon 
every baron, or freeholder, who was abfent; 
and this rendered the conformity of the Scotch 
to the Engliih conilitution, which was one of 
the chief points he had in view, the more prac- 
ticable. At the time of his death, the heredi- 
tary revenues of the crown amounted to a large 
fum J but all the policy of James could not, at 
firil, reconcile the common people to a taxation. 
He was obliged not only to remit the tax im- 

• Illud juretur, quod lis fibi jufta videtur i 

Etfi quaeretur, vcnim nonjnficietur: 
Nil promittetur, nee falfa probatio detur % 
Utlis tradetuTy dflatio nulla petetur. 

Vol. in. * Zz' pofed 
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A. D. 1437. pofed for his collage in the beginning of his reign, 
but to return the money that had been levied, 
to the parties who had advanced it : nor do we 
know of any tax afterwards impofed, till the 
marriage of his daughter to the dauphin of 
France. John Major, an old but credulous hif- 
torian of Scotliand, fays, he was fo fevere upon 
the princes of his' own blood, that he ufed to 
tell his queen, " he would not leave a man in 
Scotland alive, who might not, in point of con- 
£inguinity, go to bed to her ;'* a barbarous me- 
nace, unworthy the charafler of James, and 
probably therefore fictitious. The other parts 
of his charafter may be coUefted from his life : 
I fliall clofe it by obferving, that he is ge- 
nerally (and I believe very juftly) accounted 
the author of a very humorous ballad, called 
Chrift's Kirk on the Grene; and Major men- 
tions fome other pieces of his poetry, which 
were extant in the reign of James the fifth, par- 
ticularly a copy of verfes which he addreffed to 
his queen while he was courting her. 
Hit liTue. ^^ ^^^ buried (fays Abercron\by) in the 
church of the Chartreux at Perth, and left be- 
hind him one fon, king James the fecond, and 
five daughters; Margaret, married to Lewis, 
dauphin, afterwards king, of France by the^ 
name of Lewis the eleventh; Ifabel to Francis 
the firft, duke of Brittany; Jean, who was pro- 
mifed to the eldeft fon and heir of the duke of 
Savoy, and thrice married, firft tQ James carl 

of 
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of Angus, then to Alexander earl of Huntly, a. d. 1437. 
and laftly to James earl of Morton j Helenor, 
married to Sigifmund, duke, or, according to 
others, archduke, of Auftria ; and Mary to John 
lord of Campvere and Zealand. 

The device attributed to this prince by Mr. 
Anderfon is a crown upon the ground, from 
which arife a fword and a crofs, with the motto 
Pro lege etgrege., Abercromby mentions another 
device he made ufe of, confifting of a branch 
of thiftles, with a fprig of rue, and the motto 
Pour ma defence', the meaning of which, even 
according to that writer's interpretation, I do 
not clearly comprehend. 



«»################«##t##«ttiiii»t*t*# 



JAMES THE SECOND, 

THIS prince was about feven years of age puniOimene 
at the time of his father's murder ; and, ^Jji';^,, 
hy a fatality that may be eafily accounted for, ^l^^^^ 
all the fliining Virtues and talents of the late 
Idng proved now to be fatal and pernicious to 
his country. He left the great plan of policy 
he hadfketched out,unfiniflied,or, at leaft, with- 
out a durable confiftency. The great ni)bility, 
who had felt the rod of his government, being 
no longer awed by his power, refumed their feu- 
dal Jifages, by difregarding the civil authority 
Z z 2 which 



3s6 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A. D. 1433. which the firfl; James had fo firenuonfly la- 
boured to introduce, in place of their barbarous; 
clanfhips. More parliaments had been afiem'- 
bled in Scotland,, during the late reign, than 
perhaps (he had ever feen before ; fo that the 
. people were familiarized to that inftitution, and 
one was called at Edinburgh in 1438. In this 
parliament, the fevere punifhments inflided 
upon the murderers of the late king were de- 
creed ; nor durll the proudeft or moft power- 
ful of the nobility refufe to join in the deepeft 
lamentation (however they might> othcrwife 
have been aflfeded) that Scotland had ever 
known. The coronation, on account of the 
young king's age, was performed at the abbey 
of Holyyood-houfe, to which the ftates of the 
kingdom repaired in great pomp from the caftle 
of Edinburgh ^. The untimely death of the 
late king, who had prefcribed no form of a re- 
gency, rendered the fettlement of the govern- 
ment a matter equally difficult as it was im* 
portant. Archibald earl of Douglas, and duke 
of Touraine, was by far the greateft fubjed in 
the kingdom; but the people were difgufled 
with regencies, and that nobleman had been 
no favourite during the late reign. His rank, 
however, gave him the direction of the govern- 
ment ;' and Abercromby fays, that he had feen 
two original papers, with the great feal ap- 

• Lindfay of Pitfcottie, whofe hiftory begins with this reign, 
crowned fays, that.yo^ng James was crowned at Scone. 

pended 
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pended to them, the one dated at Edinburgh a.d. 1438, 
the twenty-eighth of November, and the other 
the eighth of December ; by which it appears, • 
that a parliament, or general council of the 
three eftates, was held at Edinburgh, oh Thurf- 
day the twenty-feventh of November, 1438, by 
the moft excellent prince and lord Archibald 
duke of Touraine, earl of Douglas and Longo- 
ville, lord of Galloway and Annandale, and 
lieutenant-general of the 'kingdom. From fub- 
fequent proceedings it evidently appears, that 
the parliament of Scotland took upon itfclf the 
fettlenient of the government during the mino- 
rity; and that the ftruggles which happened 
afterwards between Crichton the chancellor, 
and Levingfton the governor of the. kingdom, 
were the cflfefts of party and fadion. 

The apprehenfions the late king was under of ^ ^^^^^ 
a general confpiracy were fo ftrong, that he had 
commiflioned Alexander lord Gordon, Alex- 
ander lord Montgomery, Mr. John Methvcn, 
and John Vaus, to negociate a truce with Engn 
land ; and to aflift the bifhop of Brechin, Sir 
Walter Ogilvy, and Sir John Forreftcr, who 
were already at London for the fame purpofe, 
in bringing it about. A truce was accordingly 
obtained for nine years, that is, from the firft 
of May 1438, to the firft of May 1447. The 
confervators of this truce on the part of Eng- 
land were, the dukes of Gloucefter and Nor- 
folk, the earls of Sarum^ Northumberland, and 

Weft- 
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A.D.143S. Weftmoreland, John dc Grayftoc, Sir Heniy 
Fenwic, and others; and they for Scotland 
Svere Archibald duke of Touraine and carl of 
Douglas, the earls of Angus, Crawford, and 
Annandale, the lords of Gordon, Dirlton, So- 
merville, Herries of Carlaverock, Montgomery, 
Crichton, Hales, Sir Archibald Douglas, flieriff 
of Teviotdale, Sir Thomas Kilpatric, and Sir 
Walter Scot. After this, the limits of the two 
kingdoms were fettled by the fame commif- 
fioncrs. This prefervation of the public tran- 
quility was undoubtedly in a great meafure 
owing to the defperate ftate of the Englifh af- 
fairs in France. The Englifh had of late re- 
duced the caftle of St. Anian, in which three 
hundred Scptch foldiers were put to the fword, 
but by what right does not appear, unlefs the 
place was taken by ftorm* The truth is, the 
ferocious manner in which the Englifh carried 
on war in France is indefenfible ; for we are 
told, that they gibbetted all the French whom 
they found in the fame caflle, on pretence that 
they had been formerly fubjefts to England. 
Meowt of < About this time died Archibald earl of Dou- 
BiftratiloD of glas, and he was fucceeded by his fon William, a 
^^^^' nobleman of a turbulent difpofition ; fo that the 
nobility of Scotland thought it high time to pro- 
vide for the future government of their king- 
dom ; but their hiflorians are fcandaloufly defi- 
cient in this period. Lindfay, who had excel- 
lent information, fays, that the late earl proved 

a ty« 
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a tyrant.; that he oppreffed all his neighbours, a.d,i431, 
cxercifed regal powers, and would fuffer none 
of his tenants to be amenable to the civil 
courts ; all which mifconduft was imitated by 
his fon. Whether the old earl was deprived of 
his lieutenantcy before his death does not abfo- 
lutely appear; but the parliament undoubtedly, 
at this time, appointed Sir Alexander Leving- 
fton of Callendar to be governor of the kingdom, 
that is, to have the executive power, while Sir 
William Crichton, as chancellor, had the direc- 
tion of the civil courts of law and juftice. This 
happened to be a moft unfortunate partition of 
power for the public. The governor and chan- 
cellor quarrelled; the latter took poiTeffion of 
the king's perfon and the caftle of Edinburgh, 
to neither of which he had any right ; but the 
former had on his fide the queen-mother, a wo- 
man of intrigue andfpirit. Her fon was fliutup 
in the caftle of Edinburgh ; and in a fliort time* 
there was no appearance either of law or govern- 
ment in Scotland. The governor's edicts were 
counterafted by thofe of the chancellor under 
the king's name, and thofe who obeyed the 
chancellor were punilhed by the governor ; 
while the earl of Douglas, with his great fol- 
lowing and dependents, was a declared enemy 
of both parties, whom he equally fought to dc- 
ftroy. 

The queen-mother demanded accefs to her Th* young 
fcn, which Crichton could find no pretext for ^1%%^"^ 

jg^ his mother. 
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A.v. 143S. denying her; and fhe was accordingly admitted 
with a fmall train into the caftle of Edinburgh. 
She played her part fo well, and diflembled 
with fo much art, that the chancellor, imagin- 
ing fhe had become a convert to his caufe, treat- 
ed her with unbounded confidence, and fufiered 
her at all hours to have free accefs to her fonV 
perfon. Pretending that Ihe had vowed a piU 
grimage to the white church of Buchan, fht 
recommended the care of her fon*s perfon, till 
her return, to the chancellor, in the moft pa- 
thetic and affectionate terms ; but, in the mean 
time, fhe fecretly fent him to Leith, packed up 
in a cloaths-cheft ; and both flie and James were 
recrived at Stirling by the go veraor,^ before the 
efcape was known. As every thing had been ^ 
managed in concert with Levingfton, he im* 
mediately called together his friends, and lay- 
ing before them the tyrannical behaviour of the 
chancellor, it was refolved to befic^ him in the 
caftle of Edinburgh j the queen promifing to 
open her own granaries for the u£e of the army. 
The chancellor forefaw the ftorin that was likely 
to fall upon him, and fought to prevent it by 
applying to the earl of Douglas. That haughty 
nobleman anfwered, him ia the terms I have 
already mentioned, and that he was preparing 
to exterminate both parties. The fiege of Edin-r 
burgh- caftle being formed, the chancellojr de- 
manded a parley, and to have a perfonal inter- 
view with the governor j, whicli tfic latter, who 

was 



motiont* 



OF SCOTLAND. 361 

was no ftranger to the fentiments of Douglas, a.d. i^iti 
readily agreed to. The reader Can eaiily ima^ 
gine the arguments ufed by the chancellor to 
cffeft a reconciliation with his rival. It is fuF- 
ficient to fay, that common danger united them 
in a common caufe ; and the chancellor reiign- 
ing to the other the cuftody of the caftle and 
the king's perfon, with the higheft profeflions 
of duty and loyalty, the two competitors fwore 
an inviolable friendfhlp for each other. Next 
day, the king cemented their union, by con- 
firming both of themin their refpeclive charges. 

The lawlefs example, of the earl of Douglas civil coa- 
encouraged the other great landholders to gra- 
tify their private animbfities, fometimes at the 
expence of their honour as well as their huma- 
nity. A family-difEerence happened between 
Sir Allan Stuart of Darnley^ and Thomas Boyd 
of Kilmarnoc ; but it was . concluded that both 
parties fliould come to a peaceable agreemeht 
at Polmaifthorn, between Linlithgow and Fal- 
kirk, where Stuart was treacheroufly murdered 
by his enemy. Stuart's death was revenged by 
his brother. Sir -Alexander Stuart of Beilmoulh, 
who challenged Boyd to a pitched battle, the 
principals being attended by foUowings which 
carried the refemblance of fmall armies. The 
conflidwas fierce arid bloody, each party retiring 
i in its turn, and charging with frefli fury ; but 
at laft v^ftory declared itfelf for Stuart, the 
braveft of Boyd's attendants being cut off iu 
VoL.IIL Aaa the 
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A.D. 1439. ^^^ &^ld' About this time, the iflanders, tinder 
two of their chieftains, Lauchlan Maclean^ and 
Murdoc Oibfon, notorious free-booters, in- 
vaded Scotland, and ravaged the province of 
Lenox with fire and fword. They were op- 
pofed by John Golquhoun of Lufs, whom they 
murdered, fome fliy treacheroufly, and others 
in an engagement at Lochlomond, near Inch** 
martin. After this, the robbers grew more 
outrageous than ever, filling all the neighbour^- 
ing country not only with rapine, but mur- 
ders of the aged, infants, and the defencelef^ 
of both fexes. At laft, all the labouring hands 
in the kingdom being engaged in domeftic 
broils, none were left for agriculture; and a 
moft terrible famine enfued, which was attends, 
ed, as ufual, by a peftilence. James was now 
about ten years of age ; and the wifeft part of 
the kingdom agreed, that the public difireiTeft 
were owing to a total difrefpeA of the royal 
authority. The young earl of Douglas never 
had fewer than a thoufand, and fometimes two 
thoufand, horfe in his train ; fo that none waft 
found hardy enough to controul him. He 
pretended to be independent of the king and 
his courts of law ; that he had a power of judi- 
cature upon his own large eftates ; and that he 
was entitled to the exercife of royal power. 
In confequence of this he ifTqed his orders^ 
gave protections, to thieves and murderers, 
affeded to brave the king, made kaightA^ 

and. 
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audi according to fome writers, even noblemen, ^.d. 1440. 
of his own dependents with a power of fitting 
in parliament. 

The queen-mother was not wholly blamelefs Mamagc of 
as to thofe abufes. She had fallen in love with, mother. ^ 
apd married, Sir James Stuart, who was com- 
monly, called the Black Knight of Lorn, brother 
to the lord of that title, and a defcendent of the 
houfe of Darnley. Her affeftion for her hufband 
renewed her intrigues in the ftate ; and not find- 
ing a ready compliance in the governor, her in- 
tereft inclined towards the party of the Dou- 
glafies. The governor fought to ftrengthen his 
authority by refl:oring the exercife of the civil 
power, and the reverence due to the perfon of 
the fovereign. 

On the fecond of Auguft J440, he called a ApirUa- 
pa.rliament at Stirling, where the king prefided iu aat. 
in perfon. This parliament, after providing, 
as ufual, for the freedom of the church, pafled 
aAs for holding courts of juftice, or airs (as 
they are called) on both fides the Forth, and 
in pirefence of the king, or in the neighbour- 
hood of his refidence. The introduftion to 
jinother aick is, ** The three eftates have con- 
cluded, that our fovereign lord the king ride 
through all the realm, upon advice of any re- 
bellion, flaughter, burning, robbery, and fo 
forth, in order to punifb tranfgreffors, and re- 
drefs injuries." The aft then proceeds to order 
all the barons to afiill; him with their perfons 
A a a 2 and 
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A. D. 1440. and goodS) as often as required, by advice 
of his council. I have mentioned this ad: the 
more particulariy, as it has given rife to a ridi- 
culous conteft between the favourers and op- 
pofers of arbitrary powen The latter pretend, 
that the preamble to the ad indicates the par- 
liament to be a paramount power to the king, 
of which, in one fenfe, there can be no doubt, 
as the barons and nobility of Scotland (as I 
have often proved) have always affertcd that 
right. The prerogative Mo-iters, on the other 
hand, tell us, that this ad difcovers the great 
reverence paid to the perfon of the king liy his 
fubjefts, but without obferving, that it was 
while he was in the execution of the law, to 
which, young as he was, he was bound. Upon 
the whole, this aft is an inconteftible evidence, 
that the laws of Scotland were to be the ftan- 
dard of the king's conduft ; and that in ho- 
nouring the king they did no more than vindi- 
cate the laws, and the dignity of the legiflaiture. 
Levingfton, who is now defigned lord Callen- 
dar, is, however, accufed of having an eye to 
the cftablilhment of his own power by the per- 
fon and prefence of the king ; but I cannot fee 
with what reafon, as the afts were falutary and 
conftitutional. 
The qoeen ^^^ coudtid of the lord Callcudar was, in 
dowager and othcr refpcfts, not fo defenfible, either as to 

her liulband * ^ ' 

imprifoned, prudcncc or policy. ; Upon the queen expref- 
fing her inclination that her hufband might be 



O F S C O T L A N D. 36^ 

admitted to fome part of the adminlftratlon; a«d«i44«. 
the governor threw both him and his brother, 
the lord Lorn, into prifon, on a charge of un- 
dutiful practices againft the ftate, and abetting 
the carl of Douglas in his enormities. The 
queen, taking fire at her hufband's imprifon- 
ment, was herfelf confined in a mean apartment 
within the cafile of Stirling ; and a convention 
of the ftates was called, to judge in what man- 
ner file was to be proceeded againft. The cafe 
was unprecedented and tender; nor can I be- 
lieve the governor would have carried matters 
to fuch extremity, had he not had ftrong evi- 
dences of her illegal behaviour. She was even 
obliged to diflemble her refentment, by making 
an open profeffion before the ftates, that fhe was 
intirely innocent of her hufband's practices in 
time paft, and that Ihe would for the future be- 
have ad a peaceable and dutiful fubjed to the laws 
and the fovereign. Upon her making this pur- 
gation (as Lindfay calls it) ihe was releafed, as 
were her hufband and his brother, being bailed 
by the chancellor and the lord Gordon, who 
became fureties for their good behaviour in the 
penalty of four thoufand marks. The gover- 
nor is accufed, after this, of many arbitrary 
and partial afts of power ; and indeed if we 
confider his fituation, and the violence of the 
parties which then divided Scotland, it was! 
next to impoffible, confiftently with his own 

fafety. 
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A.D. 1446. fafety, to have exerted the virtues either of pa- 

triotifm or moderation. 
The km The chancellor was inwardly vexed at the 
€«rrie.from f^jj ygg^rd which the governor paid to his 
perfon and dignity, and fecretly conneded 
himlelf with the queen-mother; but, in the 
mean time, he remained at Edinburgh* The 
king and his mother continued all this time at 
Stirling, where the governor, on pretence pf 
confulting the public fafety, and that of the 
king^s perfon, maintained a ftrong guarc^ part 
of which attended James iia his juvenile exer* 
cifcs and diverfions. The queen-mother did 
not fail to reprefent this to her fon as a rc- 
firaint upon his liberty ; and obtained his con- 
fent to put himfelf into the chancellor's hands. 
The latter, who was a man of adivity and 
courage, knew well how to avail himfelf of 
this permiiBon ; and croffing the Forth in the 
dark with a ftrong body of horfe, they fur- 
rounded the king as he was hunting next mora- 
ing by break of day. It was eafy to perceive, 
from the behaviour of James, that he was no 
firanger to the chancellor's attempt ; but fome 
of the king's guard offering to difpute the 
poffeilion of his perfon. Sir William Leving* 
fion, the governor's eldeft fon, nobly reftrained 
them, and fuffered the king to depart quietly. 
This furprifal happened on a day when the go* 
vernor was aUent from Stirling ; and the chan« 

celior. 
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4:ellor, to make fure of his royal acquifition, a. d. 1440. 
entered Edinburgh at the head of four thou* 
iand horfc, where the king and he were re- 
ceived by the citizens with loud acclanxations 
of joy. 

It is doing no more than juftice to the me- ^^^ 
mory of the governor when I fay, that at this c«**«»^ 
time he aded the part of a wile man, and aa 
excellent patriot Inftead of feeking to revenge 
himfelf, or df having recourfe to the earl of 
Douglas, he betrayed no emotion or concern 
at what had happened, but followed the dic- 
tates of plain fenfe; for he offered the chan- 
cellor his friendfhip by the mediation of Henry 
Leighton, bifliop of Aberdeen, and John Innes, 
bifhop 6f Murray, two venerable prelates, who 
happened to be then at Edinburgh. The fame 
principle that had actuated the governor to 
make the offer, prevailed with the chancellor 
to agree to it; and the former maglTanimoufly 
came to Edinburgh as a private nobleman, 
with very few attendants; and every thing 
having been previoufly fettled by the two pre- 
lates, he had an interview with his rival in St. , 
Giles's church, where all differences between 
them were terminated in an amicable manner. 
It was agreed, that the cuftody of the king's 
perfon fhould remain with the chancellor, an4 
that the adminift ration of the government 
fliould be continued with the lord Callendar j 
and, in cafe of any difficulties being ilarted, 

that* 
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A.D.J440. that they fhould be referred to a friendly sttbi- 

tration. 
c^^ The youilg lord Douglas continued to brave 

^T^oi ^^^ parties. As if he had been a fovexeign 
^*»»«*H» prince, he demanded by his ambafladors^ Mal- 
colm Fleming of Cumbernauld, and Allan 
Lawder, the inveftiture of the fovereignty of 
Touraine from Charles the feventh of France j 
which being readily granted him, ferved to en- 
creafe his pride and infolence. The firft fruit 
of the accommodation between the two grpat 
officers of flate, was the holding a parliament 
at Edinburgh, for redreffing the public difor- 
ders occafioned by the earl of Douglas ; and 
encouragement was given for all perfons who 
had been injured to make their complaints. 
The numbers which on that occafion reforted 
to Edinburgh were incredible ; parents, chil- 
dren, sfnd women calling out for vengeance 
for the murders of their relations, or the plun- 
der of their eftates ; till, by the multiplicity, of 
their complaints, they became without remedy, 
none being found bold enough to encounter 
the earl of Douglas, or to endeavour to bring 
him to a fair trial. The parties therefore were 
difinifled without relief, and it was refolved to 
proceed with the haughty earl in a different 
manner. Letters were written to him by the 
governor and chancellor, and in the name of 
the flates, requefting him to appear with his 
friends in parliament, and to take that lead in 

. public 
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f)ti1>lic affairs, to which they were entitled by a.d, x44< 
their high rank and great pofleifions. The man^ 
ner in which thofe letters were penned, made 
the thoughtlefs earl confider them as a tribute 
due to his greatnefs, and as proceeding from 
the inability of the government to continue th« 
adminifiration • of public affairs without hii 
countenance and direftion. Without dreaming 
that any man in Scotland would be fo bold ai 
to attack him, even fingle or unarmed, he an« 
fwcred the letters of the chancellor and gover- 
nor, by afluring theiri, that he intended to fefc 
out for Edinburgh; and the chancellor,, on pre** 
t6nce of doing him honour, but in reality to 
quiet his fufpicions, met him while he was on 
his journey, and inviting him to his caftle of 
Crichton, he there entertained him for fome 
days with the greateft magnificence and appear* 
ance of hofpitality. ' 

It was eafy for a ftatefinan, well verfed in all who?* pot 
the arts of difirmulation, to over-reaCh a young ^th wi 
nobleman, intoxicated with pride and felf-con- ^"*'*^' 
ceit The earl of Douglas believed all vthe 
chancellor's profeffions of friendlhip, and even 
fharply checked the wifeft of his followers, 
who counfelled him not to depend too much 
on appearances, or to truft his brother and 
himfelf, at the fame time, in any place where 
the chancellor had power. The latter had not 
only removed the earl's fufpicion, but had 

Vol. III. Bbb made 
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A.IXI440. made him a kind of convert to patriotifm, b]f 
painting to him the miferies of his country, 
and the glory that muft redound to him and 
his friends in removing them. It was in vain 
for his attendants to remind him of his father^s 
maxim, never to riflt himfelf and his brother 
^t the fame time; for, without hefitation^ he 
attended the chancellor to Edinburgh, and 
being admitted into the caftle, they dined at 
the fame table with the king. Towards the 
end of the entertainment, a bull's head, the 
certain prelude of immediate death, was ferve4 
up. The earl and his brother ftarted to their 
feet, and endeavoured to make their efcape; 
but armed men rufliing in, overpowered them, 
and tying their hands, and thofe of Sir Mal- 
colm Fleming, with cords, they were carried 
to the hill and beheaded. The young king 
endeavoured with tears to procure their par-, 
don, for which he was feverely checked by his 
unrelenting chancellor. I fhall not here eithei: 
aggravate or extenuate this horrid faft, which 
has fo many parallels in the hiftories of other 
countries, that it may be confidered as a vin- 
dication of the Scots, by its making fo remark- 
able a figure in their annals. Even the writers^ 
who have been the moft fevere on the memory 
of the chancellor on this occafion admit, that 
the earl of Douglas was too great for public 
juftice. Abercromby pretends, that fome form 
. ' of 



o F s c o T L A N rr: 371 

©f a trial was hdd before the executions; btit A.D.144U 
that, if true, would only add to the horror of 
the faft, 

' I am ftrongly inclined to believe, that the- cLMdior. 
deaths of the earl of Douglas and ' his brother 
were planned and executed by the chancellor, 
without the participation of the govern on It 
is certain, that the latter purged himfelf by 
oath of having any hand in the death of Sir 
Malcolm Fleming, whofe fon inherited his ho* 
nours and eftate ; but, at the fame time, that: 
he expreffed no refentment or diflference with 
the chancellor about what had happened. As 
to the family of Douglas, both the young no- 
blemen dying unmarried, the eftate and ho* 
nours devolved upon their uncle, James earl: 
of Abercorn, who had married Beatrix, the 
daughter of Archibald duke of Albany, regent- 
of Scotland. This nobleman probably difap- 
proved oiF the behaviour of his nephews ; for 
we are told, that after their deaths, which hap- 
pened on the twenty-eighth of November, 
Scotland was reftored to tranquility for almoft 
two years, and the new earl of Douglas, wha 
was furnamed the Grofs, was made fole guar- 
dian of the marches; fo that the year 1442 
paffed quietly over. Upon the death of the • 
Grofs e^rl of Douglas, he was fucceeded by his i443» 
eldeft fon, William, an ambitious, turbulent, 
nobleman. The earl of Douglas who had fuf- 
fered at the caftle of Edinburgh, left a lifter, 

3hb 2 who 
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A.D, 1443. who by his death was entitled to a vaft family* 
eftate, and was commonly called the Fair Maid 
of Galloway. The young earl, defirous to get 
pofleffion of her perfon and eftates, had ^p<» 
plied (others iay his father had) for a difpen-^ 
lation from the pope for their marriage. Thia^ 
was oppofed by the earl of Angus, Sir James^ 
Douglas of Dall^ith, and the other branches 
of that great family ; but the impetuous earl 
found means to confummate the marriage, 
even on a Good Friday, -and thereby re-united 
the great poffeffions of the family ; though wq 
are told, thit the king prohibited the match,^ 
as the lady was a ward of the crown. This 
proceeding, though it is far from deferving 
the epithets beftowed upon it by Abercromby^ 
and the other hiftorians of his principles, ren-'' 
dered the earl fo unpopular, that he had re-^ 
courfe to the arts which had been fo much 
condemned in his predeceffors, for fupporting 
himfelf. He was not only attended by an army 
of followers, but put himfelf at the head of 
all the robbers and banditti in the kingdom* 
One John Gormac, an Athol man, and a defc 
perate out-law, prefuming upon the earl's pa^ 
tronage, was fo audacious a$ to attempt to 
refcue a thief from Sir William Ruthven, th^ 
Iheriff of Perthlhire, who encountering hini 
bravely, flew him, ai^d thirty of his foliowerSji 
o^ Midfummer this yqar. 

By 
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By this time the king, being fourteen years A.D.,f44i. 
of age, declared himfelf out of the, ftatc of mi- of^c"*' 
nority, and took the adminiftration of aflFairs 
into his own hands. By what can be gathered 
from his hiftory, the young prince difcovered 
a fpirit and refolution that was furprifiug at his 
years. He had appointed one Robert Sempil of 
Fulwood to be chief governor of the caftle of 
Dumbarton ; but he was killed by one Galbra- 
eth, (a noted partizan of the earl of Douglas) 
who feized upon the governnient of the caftle. 
The popularity of the carl of Douglas having 
. ibitiewhat fubfided, and finding himfelf not fup- 
portcd by the chief branches of his family, he 
began to think now that the king was grown 
up, his fafeft courfe would be to return to his 
duty. He accordingly repaired to the king at 
Sterling, and voluntarily throwing himfelf at 
his majefty's feet, implored his pardon for all 
his tranfgreffions, and folemnly promifed, that 
he would ever after fet a pattern of duty and 
loyalty to all the reft of his fubjeds. The king, 
finding that he infifted on no terms but that of 
pardon, and that he had unconditionally put 
himfelf into his power, not only granted his 
requeft, but made him the partcrer of his inmoft 
councils. 

James had always difliked the murder of the New aft* of 
carl of Douglas and his brother ; and the chan- '^"""p^*^ 
cellor, perceiving the afcendency which this earl 
was daily gaining at court, thought it high 

time 
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A.0. 1443* tiiwr to provide for his own fafety. He there- 
fore' reiigned the great feal, and retired to thd 
caiile of Edinburgh, the cuftody of which he 
pretended hadteen granted to him by the late; 
king during his life, or till the prefent king 
fliould be at the age of one-and-twenty, and 
prepared it for a fiege. The lord Callendar, 
who knew himfelf equally obnoxious as Crich- 
ton was, to the earl of Douglas, and that he 
tould not maintain his footing by'himfelf, re- 
figned likewife all his pofts, and retired to one 
of his own houfes, but kept poffeiSon of the caf- 
tle of Stirling. As both that and the caftle of 
Edinburgh were royal forts, the two lords were 
fummoned to fiirrender them ; but, inftead of 
that, they juftified their conduft by the great 
power of their enemies, who fought their deft ruc- 
tion, and who had been fo lately at the head of 
robbers and out-laws, but promifed to furrender 
themfelves to the king, as foon as he was of law- 
ful age (meaning, I fuppofe, either eighteen or 
twenty-one). This anfwer being deemed contu- 
macious, the chancellor and the late governor, 
with his two fons. Sir Alexander and Sir James 
Levingfton, were proclaimed traitors in a parlia- 
ment which was fummoned on purpofe, to be 
held at Stirling. In another parliament held at- 
Perth the fame year, an acl paffed, that all the 
lands and goods which had belonged to the late* 
king fhould be poiSefled by the prefent king, to 
the time of his lawful age, w'hich is not fpeci** 
: . : ' fied* 
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fied. This ad was levelled againft the late go- a,d.i443- 
vernor arid chancellor, who were accufed of 
having alienated to their own ufes, or thofe of 
their friends, a great part of the royal efFecls and 
jewels; and. their eftates being confifcated, the 
execution of the fentence was committed to 
John Forrefter of Corftorphin, and other adhe- 
rents of the earl of Douglas. 

This fentence threw all the nation into a* and frA 
flame. The caftle of Crichton was befieged and "^^ '* 
furrendered upon thelking's fummons and the 
difplay of the royal banner, and the caftle itfelf 
was levelled with the ground. It foon appealed, 
that the governor and chancellor, the latter 
efpecially, had many friends, and in particular 
Kennedy bilhop of St. Andrew's, nephew to 
James the firft, who took their parts from the 
dread and hatred they bore to the earl of Dou- 
glas and his family. Crichton thus foon found 
himfelf at the head of a body of men ; and while 
. Forrefter was carrying fire and fword into his 
eftates, and thofe of the late governor, his own 
lands and thofe of the Douglaffes were over-run. 
Corftorphin, Abercorn, Blacknefe, and other 
places, were plundered; and Crichton carried 
off from them more booty than he and Jiis ad- 
herents had loft. Particular mention is made 
of a fine breed of mares which Douglas had loft 
on this occafion. That nobleman was fo much 
exafperated by the great damages he had fuftain- 
cd, that he engaged his friends^ the earl of Craw- 
ford 
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A«a>.i443. ford and Alexander Ogilvy of Innerquharityf 
to lay wafte the lands of the bilhop of St. An* 
drew's, whom he conlidered as the chief fupport 
of the two minifters. This prelate was not 
more confidcrable by his high birth, than he 
was venerable by his virtue and fanftity, and 
had, from a principle of confcience, dppofed 
the earl of Douglas and his party. Being con- 
fcious he had done nothing that was illegal, he 
£rft admonifhed the earl of Crawford and his co- 
adjutor to defift from defiroying his lands ; but 
finding his admonitions ineffeduaJ, he laid the 
earl under an excommunication. 

That nobleman was almoft as formidable in 
the northern, as the earl of Douglas had been 
in the fouthern, parts of Scotland. The Bent^ 
dicline monks of Aberbroth\rtc, who were pof- 
felTed of great property, had chofen Alexander 
Lindfay, his eldeft fon, to be the judge or bailiff 
of their temporalities ; as they themfelves, by 
their profeifion, could not fit in civil or crimi* 
nal courts. lindfay proved fi> chargeable, by 
the great number of his attendants, and his 
high manner of living, to the monks, that their 
chapter removed him from his pofl:, and fobfti- 
tuted in his place Alexander Ogilvy of Inner- 
quharity, guardian to his nephew, John Ogilvy 
of Airley, who had an hereditary claim upon 
the bailiwic. This, notwithftanding their for- 
mer intimacy, created an irreconcileable dif- 
ference between the two families* Each com* 

petitor 
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pctitor ftrengthcned himfelf, by calling in the b.^J^;-^)^ 
afliftance of his friends : and the lord Gordon ^ber- 

... , brothwic, • 

taking part with the Ogilvics, to whom he was 
then paying a vifit, both parties muftered their 
forces in the neighbourhood of Aberbrothwic. 
The earl of Crawford, who was then at Dundee, 
pofted from thence to Aberbjrothwic, and pla- 
cing himfelf between the two armies, he de- 
manded to fpeak with Ogilvy; but, before his 
rpqueft could be granted, he '\V.as killed by a i44S» 
common foldier; who was ignorant of his qua- 
lity. His death ex^fperated his friends, who 
immediately nifhed on their enemies i and a 
bloody conflict enfued, which ended to the ad- 
vantage of the Lindfays, that is, the earl of 
Crawford's party. On that of the Ogilvies ^_^ 

were killed. Sir John Oliphant of Aberdagy, 
John Forbes of Pitfligo, Alexander Barclay of 
Gartly, Robert Maxwel of Teling, Duncan 
Campbel of Campbclfether, William Gordon 
of Burrowfield, and others. With thofe gen- 
tlemen, about five, hundred of their followers 
are faid to have fallen ; but fome accounts di« 
minifh that number. Innerquharity himfelf, in 
flying, was taken prifoner, and carried to the 
carl of Crawford's houfe at Finhaven, where 
he died of his wounds ; but the lord Gordon 
(or, as others call him, the earl of Huntley) ef- 
caped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe. 

This battle feems to have let loofe the fury redouWef 
of civil difcbrd all over the kingdom. No re- otVe 

Vol. III. " Ccc gard '"""'^' 
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A. D. 1445. gard was paid to magiftracy, anS no refpeft 
had to any confideration but to clergy. The 
moft, numerous, fierceft, and beft-allied family 
wreaked its vengeance on its foes, either by 
force or treachery; and the enmity that ac- 
tuated the parties, drowned in them every fen- 
timent of honour, and every feeling of huma- 
nity. The Lindfays, fecretly ftrengthcned and 
abetted by the earl of Douglas, made no other 
ufe of their viftory, than carrying fire and 
fword through the eftates of their enemies ; and 
thus all the North of Scotland prefented fcenes 
of murder and devaftation. Towards the Weft^ 
Robert Boyd of Duchal, governor of Dumbar- 
ton, bafely furprifed Sir James Stuart of Auch- 
mynto, and treited his wife with fuch inhu- 
manity, that flie expired in three days, under 
her confinement in Dumbarton-caftle. The caf- 
tle of Dunbar was taken by Patric Hepburn of 
Hales. Alexander Dunbar difpoflefied the lat- 
ter of his caftle of Hales ; but it was retaken by 
the part^zans of the earl of Douglas, whofe 
tenants, particularly thofe of Annandale, are 
faid to have behaved at that time with pecu- 
,446. ^^^^ fiercenefs and cruelty. At laft, the gen- 
tlemen of the country, who were unconnefted 
with thofe robbers and murderers, which hap- 
pened to be the cafe with many, Ihut them-* 
felves up in their feveral houfes, each of which j 
in thofe days, was a petty fortrefs, which they 
viiEhialled, and provided in the beft manner 

they 
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they could for their own defence. . This wife a. d. 1446. 
refolution feems to have been the firft meafure 
that compofed the public commotions. 
The earl of Douglas, whofe power and ih- ^«*'^ ^^ 

n 1 • the queen- 

fluence at court ftill continued, was fenfible mother. 
that the clergy, with the wifer and more difin- 
terefted part of the kingdom, coniidered him • 
as the fource of the dreadful calamities which 
the nation fufFered ; and that James himfelf, 
when better informed, would be of the fame 
opinion. He therefore fought to avail himfelf 
of the jundure, by forming fecret but ftrong 
connexions with the earls of Crawford, Rofs, 
and other great noblemen, who wanted to fee 
their feudal powers reftored to their full vi- 
gour. The queen-dowager and her hufband — 
made little or no figure during this time of 
public confufion; and flie had retired to the 
caftle of Dunbar, while it was in Hepburn[s 
poffeffion, where flie died foon after. She left 
by her fecond hufband three fons; John, who 
in 1455 was made earl of Athol, by his uterine 
brother, the king ; James, who under the next 
reign, in 1469, was created earl of Buchan; 
and Andrew, who afterwards became biihop of 
Murray. As the earl of Douglas was an enemy 
to the queen-dowager's hufband, the latter re- 
tired to England, where he obtained a pafs to 
go abroad, with twenty in his train ; but being 
taken at fca by the Fkmifh pirates, he died in 
his confinement 

Ccc2 The 
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A. D. i446« The great point between the king and Sir 
inflittcdon William Crichton, whether the latter fhould 
liar family, givc up the caftle to his majcfty, remained ftill 
undecided ; and by the advice and direction of 
the earl of Douglas, who had been created lord- 
lieutenant of the kingdom, it had now fuflFered 
a nine months fiege. Either the ftrength of 
the caftle, or an opinion entertained by Dou- 
glas, that Crichton would be a valuable acqui- 
fition to his party, procured better terms for 
the latter than he could otherwife have expeft* 
ed ; for he and his followers were offered a full 
indemnity for all paft offences, and a promife 
was made that he fliould be reftored not only 
to the king's favour, but to his former poft of 
— chancellor. He accepted of the conditionsi, 

but refufed to act in any public capacity till 
they were confirmed by a: parliariiient^ which 
was foon after held !at Perth,- and in which he 
was reftored to his'eftate arid honours. By this 
reconciliation between Douglais and Crichton, 
the former was left at full liberty to profecute 
his vengeance againft the lord Callendar, the 
late governor, his friends and family. Their 
' fate was defervedly thought hard. The go- 
vernor himfelf. Sir James Dundas of Dundas, 
and Sir Robert Bruce of Clackmannan, were 
forced to fave their lives by the lofs of their 
eftates; but even that could not procure them 
their liberty, for they were fen t prifoners to 
the caftle of Dumbarton. The fate of Alexan- 

der^ 
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der, the governor's eldeft fon, and of two other a* d. 1447. 
gentlemen of his name . and family, was ftill 
more lamentable, for they were condemned to 
lofe their heads. Thofe feverities being in- 
fliAed after the king had in a manner re-ad- 
mitted the fuflferers into his favour, fwelled the 
public outcry againft the earl of Douglas. Wc 
have in Lindfay an extract of the fpeech which 
Alexander Levingfton, one of the moft accom- 
plifhed gentlemen of his time, made upon the 
fcaflFold, in which he complained, with great 
bitternefs, of the cruel treatment his father, 
himfelf, and his friends had undergone ; and 
that he fuffered by a packed jury of his ene- 
mies. 

The king was now about eighteen years of Treaty «f .... 

^ge, and it was thought proper that he Ihould f^r^hlT 
have a wife. His, fifter, the dauphinefs of anemSry 
France, whofe virtue, learning, and piety, the ^^^~*v 
authors of that nation extol, was now dead ; 
and, in cafe of the king's demife, the conteft 
about the fucceffion muft have been very 
bloody. This was fo evident, that the earl of 
Douglas himfelf fell in with the general defire, 
that a fuitable match fhould be provided for 
James ; and the chancellor, Crichton, was placed 
at the head of the negociation. It was thought 
proper that the court of France Ihould be pre- 
vioully confulted in this important affair ; and 
a commiiSon was granted at Stirling, on the 
.fixth of May 1448, nominating Sir William 

Crichton, 
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A. D. 1448. Crichton, chancellor of Scotland, John bifliop 
of Dunkeld, and Mr. Nicholas Otterburn, ca- 
non of Glafgow, and official of St Andrew's, 
ambaffadors for James, empowering them to 
renew the old league with the moft illuftrious 
Charles, his dear brother, and loving confede- 
rate, king of France. The commiffioners were, 
at the fame time, to look out for a proper 
match for their mafter in that kingdom, in or- 
der to prevent the intrigties which the court, 
of England were forming to interrupt the gooi 
underftanding between the two nations. To 
underftand this laft cxpreffion we are to ob- 
ferve, that the kings of France and England 
had, about this time, appointed an interview 
— at Louvieres, to confult of a general peace, in 

which the Scots were apprehenfive their inte- 
reft would be neglcded. Upon the arrival of 
the commiffioners at Tours, where Charles 
kept his court, he appointed Theobald biihop 
of Meilleraie, the Sieur de Pretigni, and Mr. 
William Coufinot, his counfellors (as they arc 
called in the record) to treat with them. To- 
wards the end of December the ratifications 
of former treaties between the two nations, 
particularly that concluded between Charles the 
Fair and Robert Bruce, were agreed on, but 
with the following explanation : ** That in cafe 
Aber- either of the two fhould make a truce with 
^"^ ^* England, the other fliould be exprefly com- 
prifed in it, and advertifed of it within nine 

months j 



1 
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months; who if he was wilKng to go into the a, d, 1448. 
fame meafures, the king of England was to be 
told fo much, to prevent farther hoftilities ; but 
that if he rather inclined to profecute the war, 
yet the league between Scotland and France 
was in all other refpefts to remain inviolable." 

A proper match for the king came next un- James it 
der deliberation ; and none being found of the to M^ryoT 
blood-royal of France, Charles recommended ^"*""'' 
to the ambaffadors Mary^ the daughter of Ar- 
nold duke of Gueldres, by Catharine duchefs 
of Cleve, daughter to John duke of Burgundy, 
This match was unexceptionable in point of al- 
liance and family, and the ambafladors met 
with no difficulties, in their negociation ; but the 
marriage was not confummated till fome time 
after. The renewal of the peace with France, 
and the compliment paid to that king in chuf- 
ing a wife for James, exafperated the court of 
England, which, though fplit into faftions at 
home, and overwhelmed by misfortunes abroad, 
refolved upon beginning hoftilities with the 
Scots, whofe hiftorians fay, that the truce be- 
tween the two nations w^s not then expired. 
The greatnefs of the earl of Douglas in France 
as well as in Scotland, and his unpopularity, ' 
might have encouraged the Englifh to hope for 
a civil war in Scotland, provided the party 
againft the earl of Douglas had a profped of 
being fupported. Whatever might be in this, 
we know that hoftilities immediately com* 

menced 
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A*D. 1448. menced upon the renewal of the league between 
Scotland and France. The earls of Salilbuiy 
and Northumberland entered Scotland at the 
head of two feparate bodies. The former 
burnt the town of Dumfries, as the latter did 
that of Dunbar, while Sir John Douglas of 
Balveny made reprifals by plundering the coun- 
ty of Cumberland, and burning Alnwic. Upon 
the return of the Englifh armies to their oWn 
country, additional levies were made, stnd a 
frefli invafion of Scotland was refblved upon 
under the earl of Northumberland, who had 
under him a lieutenant, whom the Scots of 
thofe days, from the bufhinefs and colour of 
his beard, called Magnus with the Red- Mane. 
He was a foldier of fortune, but an excellent 
officer, having been trained in the French wars ; 
and he is faid to have demanded no other re- 
compence for his fervices from the Englifh 
court, but that he fliould enjoy all he could 
conquer in Scotland. The Scots, in the mean 
time, had raifed an army commanded by George 
Douglas earl of Ormond, and under him by 
Wallace of Craigie, with the lords Maxwell aiad 
Johnfton. The Englifh having paffed Solway 
Frith, ravaged all that part of the country 
which belonged to the Scots ; but hearing that 
the earl of Ormondes army was approaching, 
called in their parties, and took up a camp on 
the banks of th,e river Sark. Their advanced 
guard was commanded by Magnuis, their cen- 
ter 
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* 

ter by the carl of Northumberhnd^ and the A.D.144I. 
rear, which was cotopofed of Welch, by Sir 
John Pennington, an officer of courage and ex* 
pericnce. 

The Scots drew up in three divifions likewife. J^^X^ 
Their,right wing was commanded by Wallace, ^jj^gf^'^^. 
their center by the earl of Onpond, and their <*«*«««». 
left wing by the lords Maxwell and Johnilon, 
Before the battle joined, the earl of Ormond 
harangued his men, and infpired them with 
very high refentment at the treachery of the 
Englifh, who, he (aid, had broken the truce« 
The fignal for battle being given, the Scots un- 
der Wallace ruihed forward upon their enemies ; 
but, as ufual^ were received by fo terrible a 
diiicharge from the Englifh archers, that their 
impetuofity mufl: have been flopped, had not 
their brave leader, Wallace, put them in mind, 
that their forefathers had always been defeated 
in difiant fights by the Englifh, and that they 
ought to truft to their fwQrds and fpears ; com-* 
manding them, at the fame time, to follow his 
example. They obeyed, and broke in upon the 
diviiion commanded by Magnus with fuch fu- 
ry, as icon fixed the fortune of the day on the 
fide of the Scots, their valour being fuitably fe- 
conded by their other two divifions. The 
fiaughter (which was the more confiderable, 
as both parties fought with the utmoft animp- 
fity) fell chiefly upon the divifion commanded by 
Magnus, who was killed, performing the part 
VoL.m. Ddd of 
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A. 0.1448. of a brave officer; and all his body-guard, c6n- 
lifting of picked foldiers,' were cut in pieces* 
The battle then became general; Sir John Pen- 
nington's divifion, with that under the earl of 
Northumberland, was likewife routed ; and the 
whole Englifh army, ftruck by the lofs of their 
champion,fled towards the Solway, where the ri- 
ver being fwelled by the tide, numbers of them 
were drowned. The lofs of the Englifh in flain 
amounted to at leaft three thoufand men. 
Among the prifoners were Sir John Pennington, 
Sir Robert Harrington, and the earl of Nor- 
thumberland's eldeft fon, the lord Piercy, who 
loft his own liberty in forwarding his father's 
efcape. Of the Scots about fix hundred were 
killed, but none of note, excepting the brave 
Wallace, who died three months after, of 
the wounds he had received in the battle of 
Sark. The booty that was made on this occa- 
fion is faid to have been greater than any that 
had fallen to the Scots fince the battle of Ban- 
nockburn. 
Oteat wef There is great reafon to believe, that the 
v^^fft Douglaffes magnified the report of this vidory, 
who gained to fwcU their importance at the French court. 
The authors of that nation, father Daniel par- 
ticularly, fpeak of two battles gained at this 
time by the Scots over the Englifh, who, they 
fay, left four-and-twenty thoufand men dead 
on the field ; but this exaggeration is ridiculous^ 
though it is very poifible that the faftion might 

magnify 



it. 
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magnify every little ikirmilh gained, into a bat- a.d, 1448* 
tic. The duke of Brittany, who was married 
to a fifter of James, and tlie fworn enemy of 
the Englifh nation, had been comprehended as 
one of the allies of Charles, in the laft truce 
made between the French and the Englifh ; but 
his caftle of Fougeres had, in defiance of the 
truce, been taken, plundered, and garrifbned 
by one JSurrienne, a Spanifh officer of rank in 
the Engliih fervice. The duke complained to 
the Englifh government of this breach of the 
truce, and of his fubjeds being plundered of fix- 
teen hundred thoufand crowns, but without 
effeA; upon which, the war between the 
French and Englifh was renewed with greater 
fury than ever; but fo much to the advantage 
of the former, that in the year 1449, the Eng- 1449. 
lifh were in danger of being driven entirely out 
of France. The Englifh, perceiving how ill, 
they had fucceeded by their late invafion, now 
expreffed themfelves willing to come to an ac- 
commodation with the Scots, as they had no 
hopes of that kind from France. The earl of 
Douglas and his brother, the earl of Ormond, 
with the refl of that family, were then in the 
fummit of their power. After the battle of 
Sark, the king invited them to a noble enter- 
tainment, and complimented them highly up- 
on the viftory they had obtained ; but he^nfi- 
nuated, at the fame time, that the country 
was opprefled by robbers ; and that they could 
D d d 2 not 
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A.D. 1449. not employ their power better than by reftoring 
the internal peace of the kingdom. This they 
faithfully promifed ;* and departing fuddenly to 
their own eftates, the country for fome time re- 
fHmed its tranquillity. James took that oppor* 
tunity to fignify his defire to fee his bride, and 
to conclude a truce with England, that might 
procure her a fafe paflage to his dominions. 
A treaty of As the Englifli wcre then entirely pacific 
BnS^** ^^* regard to Scotland, on the tenth of May 
this year a commifiion was ifliied to Alexander 
lord Montgomery, Mr. John Methven, doftor 
of the decretals, or canon4aw; Patric Cock- 
burn 6f Newbigging, provoft of the town, and 
governor of the caftle, of Edinburgh ; and Mr. 
Patric Young, for renewing the truce, which 
they did from the tenth of Auguft to the twen- 
tieth of September following. The Douglafles, 
to give a new inilance of their moderation^ 
had agreed, that the lord Calendar fhould be 
releafed from his imprifonment, and created 
grand jufticiary of Scotland. Upon the expi- 
ration of the fliort truce, a new commiffion 
was iflued, which, befides the former commif^ 
fioners, comprehended John bifhop of Dunkeld, 
grand trcafurer, Andrew abbot of Melros, and 
Alexander Levingfton of Callendar, grand juf- 
ticiary of Scotland, together with the lord Ha-, 
milton. Difficulties arifing upon their meeting 
with the Englifh plenipotentiaries at* Durham, 
all that could be done was to prolong the truce 

tiU 
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till the nineteenth of November. After this, a. 0.1449- 
another meeting was held at the fame place ; 
the commiifioners for Scotland being the wor- 
ihipful and religious father, Andrew abbot of 
Melros, the noble lord and baron, Andrew 
Gray, Mr. John Methven, doctor of the ca- 
non-law, mafier of the rolls and regifter, and 
Thomas Cranfton, Efq. They for England 
were Robert bifliop of Durham, John vifcount 
Beaumont, conftable of England, Sir Thomas 
Stanley, comptroller of the king's houihold, 
and Mr. Riclwd Andrew, fecretary, of ftate, 
and doftor of law. Thofe commiffioners met 
on the fifteenth of November, when they came 
to the following very fingular agreement: 
« That no precife time for the duration of the ^/"h^ti •?: 
truce on either fide fliould be fixed upon, but ^ 

thaj: a truce fiiould adually take place ; and if 
either king had a mind to recommence hofti* 
lities, he was to give the other a previous warn* 
)ng of an hundred and eighty days." 

The confcrvators of this agreetfient, on the > 

part of England, were the dukes of Bucking* 
ham, Norfolk, and Suffolk; the earls of Sa* 
mm, Northumberland, and Oxford; the vif- 
counts of Beaumont and Cliflford; the lord 
baron of Grayftoc, and others. They for Scot^. 
land were the earls of Douglas, Angus, Rofs, I 

Murray, and Crawford ; the barons of Crich- 
ton, Sinclair, Somerwel, Maxwel, Montgopiery, 
Gray, Hepburn of Hales, and James Crichton j i 

the 
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A.aD44^ tli6 flieriflGs of Aiigus and Fife; Simon Glen- 
duning, Archibald Douglas, William Cranfton, 
Walter Scot, Robert Crichton, Alexander Home, 
David Home, and Alexander Ramfay, knights ; 
James Rutherford, Nicholas Rutherford, 'tho- 
mas Cranfton, William Karkhill, William Dou- 
glas, Adam Johnfton, and William Lauder. 
Some other particulars occurred in this treaty. 
Richard Andrew, a fecretary to the king of 
England, made ufe of the empty precaution 
of protcfting, that the treaty ihould be of no 
prejudice to his matter's claim, of fuperiority 
over Scotland. On the other hand, Mr, John 
Methven, as lord-regifter of Scotland, pro- 
mifed by inftrument, that the garrifons and 
inhabitants of Roxburgh and Berv;ric ihould 
meet with no moleftation during the truce, and 
have the full enjoyment of the contig^ious 
lands. It was likewife provided by both par- 
ties, that ' the debateable lands on the borders 
Ihould be peaceably poffeffed by both parties^ 
without any prejudice accruing to the rights 
of either. This treaty w^as ratified by the 
king of England on the twentieth of April 
1450, and by James on the ninth of June there- 
after. 
James n- It is Uncertain whether the fubfequent part 
a^m- ** of James's adminiftration was dictated by his 
*'*^"' own genius, or by a new fet of favourites; 
but we know that the intereft of the Dou- 
glafles, about this time, fenfibly declined at 

his 
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kis court. Frefli complaints were multiplied a.d, i4s(k 
of the encreafe of robberies, and the protection 
that thieves met with from Douglas and his 
friends. One of the latter, James Auchinlec, 
who is likewife faid to have been his near kinf- 
man, had quarrelled with Sir Richard Colvil 
of Ochiltrie, who complained of the other's 
oppreffions; and Auchinlec, in the courfe of 
the difpute, was killed. The earl, inftead of 
letting the law have its v courfe, immediately 
affembled a ftrong party of his friends, b«- 
fieged and took the caftle of Ochiltrie, put 
Colvil, and all within it, to the fword, except- 
ing thofe who were unable to bear arms. This 
barbarity was aggravated by the readinefs with 
which it was executed ; for the earl, hearing of 
his friend's death, fwore that he would neither 
eat, drink, nor fleep, till he had revenged it. 
Even the beft of his friends did not attempt to 
juftify his condud ; and James faw plainly, that 
Douglas had more power than he himfelf had 
in his own kingdom. Upon the conclufion 
of the late truce, the royal bride had landed in thTqaeeni* 
Scotland, with a magnificent train of princes, ''^'**^ 
prelates, and noblemen, particularly the bi- 
(hops of Liege and Cambray, the princes of 
Raveftein, Vere, and Bergen, the earl of Naf- 
&u, and others. The ceremony of the mar- 
riage, which was performed at Holyrood-houfe 
in July this year, was very pompous. The 
earl of Douglas now £aw his intereil gone with 

the 
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A. D* 1450b the king, and refigning his lieutenantcy^ he 
had retired to his own eftates. His natural 
▼anity and prefumption being fupported by an 
immenfe revenue^ and a following more befit- 
ting a fovereign than a fubjeft, he formed the re- 
folution of difplaying his pomp and power on 
the continent, which was filled with the fame 
of his anceftors, and of making a tour to Rome 
itfelf* This meafure might have been not only 
proper but laudable, had it been undertaken 
upon right principles, or had the earl's con* 
dud been irreproachable ; but he meant it as a 
defiance to his fovereign, whom he now left 
in the hands of his young bride, and his old 
enemies, Crichtoh and Callendar. By the de- 
icription we liave of his attendants and equi- 
pages, they were trtdy magnificent. Lindfay 
fays, that he was attended by the knights 
and lords of Hamilton, Graham, Salroun, Sea- 
ton, and Oliphant, with many other knights 
and gentlemen. Landing in Flanders, he pafied 
to France, and there vifited Charles the fe- 
venth, who received him with that fplen- 
dor and refpeft that was due from the crown 
of France to the family of Douglas ; and from 

Doagias thcuce hc wcttt to Rome, about the time of the 

^oes to ' 

Rome. Jubilee. 

Aasof He had left the lord Ormond the admini- 

aMinThrm. ftrator of all his affairs in Scotland ; but James, 
at this time, was afting with a firmnefs and 
intrepidity that docs great honoxu* to his me- 
mory. 
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Hiory, by xe-eftablifliing the kingly authority, ^' °' '450- 
tinder fanftion of the laws and the conftitu- 
tion. He affembled a parliament at Edinburgh, 
where feveral ftatutes were made. One for 
declaring the king's peace (by which is meant 
ncr other than the civil inftitutions of thercoun- 
try) when proclaimed, to be fufficient fecurity 
for the life and fortune of every fubjeft; and can- 
celling all other fecurities whiqh had been ufu- 
ally taken in thofc times of public diftraftion. 
It was enaded in the fame parliament, that all 
oflFences fhould be cognizable and puniihed by 
the king or his officers; and that the king 
Ihould be enabled to make fuch officers as can 
well, and may well, punifh fuch trefpafTers. Ano- 
ther ftatute pafTed againft all fuch as ihould 
prefume to rebel againft the king's perfon, or 
his authority, A third ad, which paflTed at this 
time, is extremely remarkable. As the words 
are obfolete, the reader will find them in the 
notes ^ ; but the meaning is, that if any man 
commit treafon againft the king's perfon or 

•' " Item, it is ftatute and ordainit, that zif any man, as God 
forbid, commit or do treafoun againis the kingis perfoun or his 
majeftie, or rifis in feir of weir againis him, or lays hands upon 
his perfoun viol^tly, quhat age the king be of, zoung or ould, 
cr refettis ony that has commitit treafoun, or that fupplys thera 
in help, red or counfal, or that ftui&s the houfes of them that are 
convia of treafoun, and haldJs tham againis the king, or that 
ftuffis houfes ofthair awin in furthering of the kingis rebellis, or 
that alTailzies caftellis or placis quhair the kingis peribun fhali 
happin to be, without the confent of the thre eilatis, ihail be 
puniftas traifouris.*' 

Vol. IIL Eee ma- 
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A. D. 1450* majefty, or rifes inaftual war againft him (for 
fuch is the true import of the expreffion, feir of 
weir) or violently lays hands on his perfon, at 
whatever age he may be of, young or old, or 
fliall help, abet, or counfcl traitors who mann 
their houfes againft the king, or who fortify 
their own houfes in fupport of his rebels, or 
who, without confent of the three eftates, fliall 
affail any caftles or places where the king's per-, 
fon fliall happen to be, will be puniflied as trai* 
tors. 

The words of the laft part of this aft are fo 
cxprefs and ftubborn, that it is in vain for 
Abercromby, or the favourers of arbitrary 
power, to endeavour to explain them away. 
They undoubtedly eftablifli the dochine of con- 
fiitutional refiftance, and evidently diftinguifti 
between the king acting for, or againft, the au- 
thority of his parliament. This principle is fo' 
plain, that it would be almoft ridiculous to 
employ a fingle line in anfwering the many 
pages which thofe writers have employed in 
wrefting them to an oppofite fenfe. All they 
can fay (and even that is but a poor evafion) is, 
that the three eftates, in pafling this aft, fuppofed, 
that the king might be made a prifoner againft 
his will by traitors, and that thofe good fubjefts, 
who attempted to deliver him, fliould be in- 
demnified. Many other expreflions in the afts, 
' which paffed in the fame parliament, are fo 
many feparate proo& that the king was always 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to 'be entnifted with the executive a. 0.14^0. 
power only for the good of the people; and 
that he was even compellable to ad according 
to the laws and the conftitntion. 

Many other provifions which' paiTed in the Proceeding 
fame parliament, ftrongly evince, how well the foiioworj? 
members could trace the great outlines of pub- 
Jic liberty; and we find them, perhaps, more 
ftrongly delineated here than they were in Eng- 
land, or any other nation, at that time. The 
king mentioned by this parliament is the king 
that is armed with the laws, of which he is the 
guardian ; but not a king fubjed to the lull of 
power, or the caprices of paflion. James find- 
ing his authority thus fortified by his parlia- 
ment, proceeded fearlefly in the reformation of 
abufes committed by the greateft offenders. 
The clamour againft the oppreffions of the 
Douglaffes continuing from all quarters^ he ap- 
pointed, in the terms of law, a day on which they 
were to appear to the charges againft them ; 
but he proceeded in a more fummary manner 
againft the immediate inftruments of the public 
grievances, as they could no longer plead the 
fecurity given them by their principals. One Sin- 
mington,a bailiffto theearl of Douglas, was fum- 
moned to appear before the king's court; but he 
declined it, and was therefore committed, to pri*.. 
fon. He was, however, foon afterfctat liberty, on 
condition of his making ref^itution out of his. 
matter's eftates for the damages done to thecoiUT 
Eeea plainants. 
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A. D. 1450. plainants. William Sinclair earl of Orkney was 
ient to put this fentence in execution on behalf 
of the laws ; but, not being attended by a pro- 
per force, he returned with difcredit to the roy- 
al mandate. The king, who now found that 
his authority would be fupported by his fubjefts 
when he took the refolution to affert it in per- 
fon, was foon at the head of an army ftrong 
enough to compel the rebels to their duty. Be- 
ing declared traitors in the common forms of 
law, James refolved to treat them as fuch. He 
A mil war divided his army into two parts; the one he 
coun^**"' font to Galloway, and with the other he march- 
ed in perfon againft the caftle of Douglas. The 
former was baflled by the rebels, who had taken 
poffeffion of the ftrong paffes of the country ; 
and rejoining the army under Jamesf, he be- 
fiegcd the caftle of Douglas, which, after it had 
made a brave defence, he took; and, toftrike the 
rebels with greater terror, ordered it to be de- 
molifhed. He then advanced againft' the caftk 
of Lochmaben, audi though ftrongly garrifon* 
ed, and well provided for a fiege, it was im- 
mediately fiirrendered, and for that reafori 
faved ; but received a new garrifon of royalifts. 
The firmnefs of James foon daunted the rebels, 
and many of them threw themfelves upon his 
mercy; but, though he fpared their lives, he 
ftripped' them of their efFecls, which he beftow- ^ 
ed on thofe whom they had plundered or de» 
frauded. 

* ' * Drum- 
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Drummond fays, that when the news of the a.d.x4s«. 

He leavtt 

king's fuccefs reached Rome, fo many of Doug- Rome 
las's attendants fhrunk from him, that where 
lately he appeared as a prince, he feemed now 
fcarce a private gentleman. This may be true, 
but he ftill retained a confiderable number of 
attendants; for we. find a paffport granted to 
him From the court of England, on the twelfth 
of November 1450, in which are inferted the 
names of about thirteen gentlemen of families 
and fortunes, with eighty more, noble or igno* 
ble, as the record mentions, who were pro- 
mifed proteftion and fafety in England for the 
fpace of three years ; for fo long did the earl 
propofe to fojourn in England* As we are ig- 
norant of the particular time when the news of 
the earl's difafters reached Rome, this paiTport 
might have been obtained before ; but it ferves 
to give MS an authentic account of the fplendor 
in which Douglas travelled. According to 
lindfay, many of his chief attendants left him 
npon his return home; fome of them taking 
the way of France, and others of Flanders, to 
embark for their own country. Upon his ar^- 
rival in England, he fent his brother, James, 
fo know the difpofition of the king towards 
him and his friends. Tbat prince thought he 
had done enobgh to vindicate his own authority; 
and, unwilling to plunge his country in blood, 
cxpreffed himfelf very willing to pardon the 
earl for all that was paft, upon his promifing to 

behave 



398 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1450. behave for the future as a good fubjefi:) and to 
give no countenance to thieved and public rol> 
bers, but join with the civil authority in bring- 
ing them to juflice* All this was promifed on 
the earl's part ; and he was not only pardoned 
by James, but taken into £avour, and, accord* 
ing to the hiftories of that reign, reftored to 
his former place of lieutenant of the kingdom ; 
but this is contradifted by Abercromby, tho* 
I think upon (lender or no grounds. All his 
caftles and houfes were reftored to him at the 
fame time. 
i45«- In April 1 45 1, a commiflSon was ifiued by 

ttations*** . James for fettling his differences with the court 
hli "*' of England, occafioned by the breaches of tbc 
late truce ; and the earl of Douglas was at the 
head of this negociation. The other commif«i 
fioners were the bifliops of Dunkeld and Bre- 
chin, the earls of Angus and Crawford, the 
lords Somerville, Montgomery, Glamis, and 
Gray, Sir John David of Murray, and Al^c- 
ander Nairn of Sandford. We know nothing^ 
of the fuccefsof this negpciation ; but there is 
great reafon to. believe, that the earl of Dou* 
glas was, at this time, laying the plan of a re- 
bellion, and of procuring, at all eveAts, the 
friendfhip of the court of England* In tbc 
month of May, after the commiffion I have 
laft-mentioned was expedited, a proteftion for. 
one year was granted by the king of England 
to the earl of Douglas, and the following pcr^ 

fonS| 
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fons: Sir James Douglas, Archibald Douglas, a.d.i4su 
carl of Murray, Hugh Douglas, earl of Or- 
moud, all three his brothers ; Sir Alexander 
Hume, James lord Hamilton, knight, Sir Wil- 
liam Meldrum, Sir William Lauder of Halton, 
Thomas Cranfton, Sir James Douglas of Ral- 
fton, Allan of Cathcart, Sir David Hume, Sir 
John Rofe, George Alexander, David Hopprin- 
gle, William Baillie, George and Mark Hali- 
burton, Allan Lauder Gharris, William Grier- 
fon, John Menzies, Mr. Adam Auchinlec, Mr. 
John Clark, Thomas Ker, James Ker, and to 
fixty^feven more in their company, noble or 
ignoble, armed or unarmed, on horfe or foot. 
This proteftidn was certainly obtained clan- 
deftinely, without the knoVledge of James; 
as it contains the names of the heads of the. 
Douglas f)arty. What the earl's real inten- 
tions were, does not abfolutely appear from 
hiftory; but I am of opinion that his chief 
views, and thpfe of his party, were to reftore the 
feudal fuperiorities in Scotland, and to repeal, 
all the inftitutions which favoured the laws 
or the civil power. Thus all dependence of the 
great landholders upon the kingin the executive 
parts of government or juftice muft have ceafed; 
and little more befidcshis family-revenues, a pre- 
cedence in his own courts (and even there he 
had no voice) the wardfliips and the cuftoms 
muft have been left to fupport his royalty j for 
without his barons he had no power of taxation. 

To. 
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A.D.1451, Towards the end of July, a new commiilioa 
was iflued to the following perfons : the bifhop 
of Glafgow, Dunkeld, Brechin,- and Galloway ; 
George earl of Angus, Alexander earl of Craw- 
ford, Alexander earl of Huntley and Gordon^ 
John lord Lindfay of Byres, Patric lord Gra* 
ham, William lord Somerville, Alexander lord 
Montgonlery,' Andrew lord Gray, Mr. John 
Methven, lord-regifter. Sir Alexander Hume 
of Hume, Alexander Nairn, James Parkle, and 
Alexander Napier. Their bufinefs was to pro- 
long the treaty of truce ; and they met for that 
purpofc on the fourteenth of Auguft 1451, in 
St. Nicholas's church at Ncwcaftle, with the 
Englilh commiffioners, the chief of whom were 
the bifliops of Durham and Carliflc, the earl 
of Salilbury, and the lord Henry Piercy. It 
was there agreed, that the truce fliould be 
prolonged (undei^ the fame protefts and con- 
ditions as paffed at Durham in 1449) from the 
fifteenth of Auguft 1 451, to the fifteenth of tha 
fame month 1454. 
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